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FRANCION: 
Dear Fraricion, n 
0 whom. moxe fibly coul i 1 dedicate your Hiſtory, than tu yout 
ſel e I mould be an Injury unto you, ty preſent it to any others, 
for if it le requi ſiię that it muſt be r&ferred to one of Judge- 
* ment, mh it 22 at can be found more able to do it * 
Jour ſelf, who know all the rules that ought to be obſerved in 
well Writiag 2 1 (ball acknowledge my ſelf more gloriow to 
receive your epprobation, than if I had the prazſes of all the People, I ans 4 
| fraid neverihele , if you are pleaſed to be a ſevere Judge , that I ſhall not be 
allogerber exempied from Blame. I make no doubt, but, i you bad been pleaſed 
as well to take the parns to commit your own Adventures unto writing, as ou 
were ſometimes contented by your own Voice to repreſ ent them to me, you would 
even way have farr ſurpaſſed that which I have done; but I deſire not to enter 
into Compariſons with you, It n 
this piece I have laboured with as Zeal and Care as was poſſible for me. 
If T have aſſumed the boldneſſe to touch upon - 0 things, which, perad venture, 
may ſeem not 10 pertain unto jou, it is, hecauſe that you your ſelf have gruen me 
that Here); and becauſe I was unwilling to let paſi this occaſion totftifie my 
4, ye , fearing that it would le made uſe of by ſome other. It is true 
" that for a long time you have reſiſted my Deſign, being not | 
aduiſed whether the actions of your Youth were to be publiſbed; but I con- 
ſidered with it, that although ſometimes you did ſufjer your ſelf to be lead 
aſide upto egreſſe and pleaſures, yet necertbeleſſe you oftentimes haue made 
an hozourable Halt, and bemg-alwayes- 
Principles of Virtue , you hade performed many things, which haue ſer- 
Ted to puniſh, and to corre# the Vices of others, Moreoder, you | 
alwayes obſerued ſuch a generow. Diſpoſition , that it doth diſpell all the 
Blame and Cenſures that can befull you; and it is well known, that your 
Manners, and Converſation of Life, i now ſo full of Gravity a 
Modeſty, that you are to be the more commended RI | 
led your ſelf from ſo many Temptations and © „ which on every = 
fide did ſurround you, and that you have now choſen the better way, This by. 
being moſt certain, it did ſeem to me that your Kepmtazion could not * 1 
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To Francion. 


fer, if I ſhould make @ Hiſtory of your paſſed Adventures , ſeeing ts 
diſguiſed them in ſuch 4 manner, adding ſomethin 2 to them of 
own , and changing your Name alſo, that he muſt the pro of 4 
moſt diſcerning ye , that can diſcover who you are. Let it ſuffice the 
People, to 2 themſelues with the rea ling of ſo many agreeable Sub- 
jens, and to. derive wnts themſelves that profit from them, as to learn in 
what manner they ought” to live at this day in the world , without being 
too curibus to ſearch — further. Far my ſelf', when you ſhall take the 
pains to read it, cerve what are the Rocks you hate atloyded , 
I ſball be ſufficiently ſat 22 wfyed , if this which have _ ſball pleaſe 


_ but your ſelf only ; It ſhal be unto me Glory enough to — 
that you dae eſteem me o be 


Your moſt affectionate 
Servant, 
DU PARC. 


| DN f 17 
AO 


have a Stile very Poetical and Figurative, but ſuch as was a- 
greeable to the Subject he undertook, and to the Mode of 
that Time, in which it was not faſhionable to ſpeak of che 
Delights of Love in ordinary words, We may well affirm, 
that he did deſerve much praiſc in that manner of Writing, 
and chat, by his applications on every ſide, he plainly made it 
to appear, that he perfectly under ſtood both Hiſtory and 
Mythology; and moreover, that he was thoroughly fact 
ed in the deepeſt Secrets of Philoſophy. Bur being of a flex?- 
ble Spirit, he did vary his Stile according to the Arguments 
which he undertook and we have other Pieces of his,vyhere 
he is inforced to make uſe of fewer words, and of more 
mater. Amongſt all the Works which he hath compoſed, 
thete is none that equalleth this Comical Hiftory of Francion, 
which (being weary of wriring Tragical' Hiſtotzes)" He 
compoled laſt of all, as he himſelf declareth inthe ehen | 
of this Book. We may obſerve;chac it doth much di _ 
his other vyorks; for he kneyv well enough. chat in this Boo 
he ought tor vyrice familiarly, withour vfing the leaſt affecta- 
tion; and ſince he abandoned a ſad Subject, to employ bim 
ſelf upon a pleaſant ono, it muſt neceſſarily fallout, that in 
his Book we rhuſtobſerve a great deal of difference from 
the others. They who ſhall peruſe this Book, and Ae incli- 
ned to it, will affirm chat his och& works are no Ways do be 
compared to this, and that the Author here hath fa * 
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wile, yet molt happily, expreſſed himſelf: And this, indeed, 
doth wonderfully amule the Readers; but they are to op- 
ſerve, that we never write better, than when we follow 
the Inelinations of Nature, and our own Genius. This 
Sieur du Payc Was of a pleaſant, and jovial Converſation, 
and he took more delight ro write of ſerious things in a 
flowing Language, than to conſtrain himſelf to write ac- 
cording to the Faſhion of the Times; as ſometimes he hath 
done, to pleale ſome Ladies, We may truly affirm, that 
at the lalt he hath found his Talent. So long we dos 
ſeek, that we do hnd at length what 1s proper for us. His 
Diverſities of Love were Printed in the. Year One thouſand 
ſix hundred and fourteen ; ſince which time he hath made 
two or three Books, amongſt which there is one, Of Faitb- 
full A fectiou, where, by little and little, his Stile did begin 


to change; tor, to ſpeak the truth, there were divers perſons 


who were weary of the antient manner of writing; and 
did deſire ſome Novelties, At the laft, he entertained his 
thoughts with no other Subject, but peculiarly did addict 
bieaſelf unto Francia only; Neverthelels, it is probable ghar 


he was2 long time preparing bimſelf to the undertaking of 


this Hiftory ; for in his Book of Floris and Cleontia, and in o- 
ther places, you ſhall find that even there he maketh men- 
tion of Francion. When he had wrote the Adventures of 
this Cayallicr, he did give unto them the Title of The Co- 
mical Hilary, and this was to the great diſpleaſure of Du Sou 
þ.it of Champaign, and as it were to out · brave him; for he be- 
re $98 given the. lame Title to a Legend of Accounts 
which he had compiled; There was, a Contention be- 
twirt theſe tvvo Spirits, who were both of the ſame time, 
but our Author hath far ſurpaſſed him, as may plainly ap- 
pear by the. good entertainment which is given to his 
work, when that of Souhait hath dwelled in obſcurity 
being never printed but once. Nexertheleſs, there are ma- 
ny People, who, by ieaſon of that Conical Hiſtory which 
- Du Sauhait did make, will not be perlwaded, but that he 
compoſed this alſo; But we ought not to faſten our belief 

to that opinion. ä | 
This 


The Advice to the Readers, „ 


| This Hiſtorical bliſtoryof Frarcim was printed dire Ref 


time in the Year One thouſand fix huudred and ty 


rwa, but it contained then but Seven Books. Some other 
of che following Books being come inte the hands ef the 
Baok-ſcllers, after the Death of d Por they: cauſed: them 
ſuddenly to be Printed, becauſe that thoſe wich Wete al- 
ready Extant were extraordinarily receivedic bur becauſe 
there were a few breaches in chat Originab, it is (ajd tete 
were ſome perſons did love that work ſo Well, as to take 
the pains to repair choſe breaches, and to ihſexe therein 


ſome Accounts of their own Invention, as they thought 


moſt agreeable co the Nature of the Subject. And be- 
cauſe they made mention of ſome things that were bit 
lately done, many perſons were abuſed ini it, and concel- 

ved the whole Book to be akogethet new, and wot 
not believe that Du Parc Was any wiyes the Author ef 
ic. . Moreover, as the Language is evety day more po. 
ſhed than other, ir may be that the Original Copy of the 
Author had not all thoſe ejes vwhith are ſinee arrived, 

and that ſome amendrment hath been given to tlie An 

thoſe faſhions of Speceh have been refortied, which 

no longer! in aſe / infomuch; that as a'firrall thing in eh 

occaſions ; of great imp this hath ſetyed to deætive 

the world; by attributing this Book unto thoſe perſonꝭ 
have not contributed much unto lk. Buſh it is, char ſince 
that time ſt hath the kuppineſꝭ te be by evety one deſued 
and it hath been aſtenchnos Printed acedtdi eg bo the Tebad 


— 


Addition, without any changeitandthe — 
but Eleved Books, it L to be believed tHiche/Aichor? 
made Twelve, and every due Yernanded-the- FovelRti 
Book, but: ho Man coaldprodute it. Thidistkat for WHR 
{ would cnvince choſe, vii4 Would af this?H 
unto others; for What didÞhinder them that they did Ave 
ut an end unto it 2 Weninſt expe@thactrom che ich Au- 
Hor, and ſearch/:our'for thatvidualnte eg d, Prifotin? 
At laſt there is one rived who wat vwith eur du Part at 
che hout of his Death he is ly returtſech from E long 
Voyage, and hack acquainted' a Friend ot his, f 
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about him divers Manuſcripes,which ought to be examined, 
and (et in order for. the Preſs. | 
There hath been found amongſt them, a Copy of the grea- 
teſt part of the Comical iſtory of Frantion, which, in ſome 
Places was more large than that whith we have, and had an 
other beginning, and another ending; and, above all, the 
Twelfth Book ſo much deſired. We have fo far prevailed, 
that we: haye cauſed it to be Printed as you novv {ee it, and 
ye have reformed that which ought to be reformed ; as for 
example, The Epiſtle to the Grandies, and the Narrative of 
— . to the Book, which were of the body of the 
Hiſtory, ate inſerted in their due places, when all that be · 
fore was put in the beginning of the Book, for want of ſome- 
ching elſe; Na y, and it is moſt perſpicuous that it muſt be 
ſo, for chere is found another Dedicatory Epiſtle, which 
doch addreſs ic {elf to Francia, which ought to be in the be- 
ginning of che Hiftory, as it is nov placed. Ve doe ob- 
ſexve, that in the Eleventh Book Franeion doth-affirm , that 
he bath made a Book, which he tallech His Touthfull Eiren, 
which he ſaich hach boon publiſhed, and yer we cannot find 
chat, uch 'a Book Was ever printed; I is only therefore 
bag ar Fiction, and; Da Farc therein hath taken pleaſure to 
make Erangion lotolpeak, to amuſe the Readers. Ie cannot be 
ound chat in any duch Book Du Pare did learn ally of the 
Adypentures of thin Cavalier, for in his Epiſtle he confeſſeth, 
that Elancion with his own Mouth did relate them to him, 
Newssthcleſsjtis worth your obſervation to diſeovet if there 
ben not yet another Fiction, or if this Frances were indeed. a 
Gentleman who, wasa Frlend to Du Par, and bad imparted 
of his Memorials to him he having undeitaken to com- 
a. Hiſtory of his Life ; hut we wille chat paſs as bring 
—.— Impomance 10 gu preſent octaſion. le may ſut- 
tick, chat. Wg. do ackhowhedgehe excellence of the Book. 
Agog che gern cbr tre here inſerted be- 
they are ſoihn inchaſet im the Hiſtory, and 
they are ſo well K] the are Gent be forgotten, 
ways leſtthem where we fongd the, They are all ranked 
in, ch onder, that ve may A have nowy the true Hip 
ſtory 


The eAdviceto the Readers. » 


ſtory of t rancien, being corrected according to the Manu- 
ſcript of the Author. As for thoſe paſſages which have rela- 


tion unto Strangers, we will not diſpute. whethet they are 


better or worle than the Principal of the Book, for all beau · 
ties do differ in their particulars; but we ought to conſider, 
that it is ſo little, in compariſon of that which du Parc hath 
wrote, and if it ſhould be leſt out, it would not blemiſh the 
Hiſtory. Thoſe Diſcourſes may continue where they are, to 
farisfie che Curious, who will loſe nothing of that which 
they have once ſeen. Moreover, it is a received Maxim, that 
Books of pleaſure are permitred to change, more freely than 


any other. It is moſt certain how!ecver, that if any thing be 


added to this Hiſtory, it muſt be according to the Level and 


| Deſigns of the firſt Author, whom, of neceſſiy the others 
are obliged to follow, ſo that in whatſoever can be done, the 
honour of it is due unto him. We ought on the other fide to 
conſider, that many perſons are to be found, who aſſure us, 
that it belongs all to one and the ſame Author, and that thoſe 
Paſſages which are ſuſpected to be anothers, and not duParcs, 
were not of ſo late a date, but that du Parc might well arrive 
to the knowledge of them, and might inſert them in the laſt 
Books of his Hiſtory; and it were unjuſt for tvvo or three dif. 
courſes, to ſuſpect all the reſt. We ought to continue in that 
opinion, and not to believe that any other than du Parc was 
the Author of the entire Comical Hiſtory of Francion , for why 


ſhall we impu:e it to another, ſince there is no Man found to 


challenge it himſelf 2 He hath left us this . e Hiſtory, 
in ſuch a Condition, that it can procure an eſtimation to its 
ſelf, without being beholding unco any, andthe embelliſh- 
mentsthatcan be brought unto it, are not able to bereave it 
of the juſt Honour it deſerveth. It muſt nòt be, that the Li- 
ving may think to attribute unto themſelves the Glory of the 
Dead. We haye many things yet toallege in the Commen- 
dation of this Work; but to vvhat purpoſe is ic, when, be- 
hold, you have it preſent before you, and you have no more 
to do, but by peruſing it, to conſider of your ſelves how much 
it ought to be efteemed? 
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THE 


COMIQUE HISTORY 
F'S 2G CEO 00 


Ach Age produces Tragique Hiſtories enough, 
which only ſerve to trouble and diſcompoſe 
the harmony of Mens Soules; This is all 
Comique, and full of ſach facetious Con- 
ceits, as may unknir the Brow of the (evereſt 
Stoique; Vet you ſhall finde ſome things 
if it not unprofitable: All the Cheats and 
Gulleries therein related are to inſtruct you 
ho to avoid the like, and the Misfortunes, 
| befallen ſome ill- Livers, may teach you to abandon - Vice. Mature 
— nenge will receive no ſmall Advantage herez for, among the 
Drolleries they'l meet with divers ſerious things; and ſome Remon- 
ſtrances, which (though ſhort) may in apt and well - diſpoſed Soules 
make a profound impreſſion. Tis grand Diſcretion to be warned 
by others harmes; And to be taught by one, whoſe Mcthod's eaſie and 
familiar, and his leſſons rather Sport than Paine, is doubtleſſe more 
conducing to the Learner's benefit, than the obſcure Dictates of 
a ſterne and unpleaſant Maſter. The Ancient Authors are obſerved 
in their Comedies to inſtruct the People by giving them recreation; 
This Work revives their Practice with ſome addition: For, what they 
onely ſaw repreſented on the Theatre, is here expoſed in writing to 
your view; and ſince it was compoſed chicfly to be read, each Acci- 
dent and Circumſtance is particularly related; So, inftead of a meer 
Comedy, you ſhall ſee a Comique Hiſtory. 


EZCSYALready had the Night worn out neare half her Sables, when an 
R S old man (named Valentine) came out of a Caſtle in Burgwndy; 
BS with a long Gowne on his Back, a red Cap on bis Head, and a 
© great Bundle under his Arme. If, contrary to his cuſtome, he 
bad not then his Spectacles (which alwaies: uſed to beſtride his 
&) Noſe or Girdle) it was, becauſe in the excerciſe he went abaut, 

he defired as much to ſee no body, as he was loath to be ſeen himſelſe ; Had the 
Moon afforded any light, the ſhadow of his own would have been enough 
to diſtra& his Mind: So ſeeking nothing but Solitude, he commanded the ſer - 
vants, he left within the Caſtle, to draw up their Bridge; wherein he was immedi- 
ately obeyed, as repreſenting there the perſon of the Nobleman to whom it be- 
longed. Having diſcharged his arme of the burthen, he began to walk about 48 
gingerly as if he had been condemned to tread upon eggs & not break them: And 
imagining all the world (to the very frogs & toads) were at their reſt, be craw}'d 
down gently into the dirch, to execute in private ſome part of his injunctions. 
There he cauſed to be placed, the night before, a Tub of a ſufficient bigneſſe * 
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a man to bathe in; Which as ſoone as he came neere, he ſtript off all his cloathes 
except his Doubler, and having truſs d his Shirt round about him, he dipt himſelf 
in the water above the Navell, then preſently ſtept out again, and having ſtruck 
fire with a Tinderbox he carryed with him, he lighted a little Wax- candle, with 
which he march d three or foure times about the Tub, then flung it into the wa- 
ter and quencht the flame. After that, he caſt in a quantity of a ſtrange ſort of 
pouder he had brought, wrapt cloſe up in a paper, having in his mouth a multi- 
tude of odde barbarous words, which he pronounc'd not cleerly, but mumbled 
betwixt his teeth, like an old angry Ape, being already almoſt ſtarved with cold, 
though Summer alrady had begun to ſtrew her flowers. 
This ceremony being ended, he began to bathe himſelf, and was very carefull 
t no part of his body ſhould remain unwaſht : This done, he dryed and cloa- 
thed himſelf again, mean time his words and geſtures diſcovered nothing but to- 
kens of contentment and joy. Then creeping up to the top of the bank, Now 
** (faid he) I have gone through the hardeſt of my task Heavens grant I may with 
© as much eaſe perform the Rights of Wedlock, I have but two or three Conju- 
* rations yet to make to all the powers of the world, and then I ſhall have per- 
* fe&ly accompliſht all was order'd me: That done, I ſhall try if I can taſte thoſe 
* ſweets, which moſt men elſe enjoy; Ha Lauretta (continued he, caſting ſome 
* amorous glances towards the Caftle) Thou ſhalt have no cauſe hereafter to re- 
** proach me of being fit for nothing but to ſleep and ſnore by thy warm ſide ; 
* My body ſhall lye no longer like a ſenfleſſe block in bed with thee ; Hencefor- 
* wards it will be ſo vigorous and youthful, that I ſhall weary thee, and thou wilt 
** be inforc'd to ſay, (puſhing me gently back with thy ſoft hands) Oh my Deer, 
* Oh my Sweet-heart, it's enough for this time. How joyfull ſhould I be to hear 
** ſuch melting language from thy lips, inſtead of thoſe harſh tearms thou doſt 
* commonly ule, 
While he was thus diſcourſing to himſelf, his ſteps conducted him into a 
t incloſure full of all ſorts of trees, where he opened the bundle he had 
roupght from home. In it there was a long black Caſſack which he put over 
his gowne, and a great riding hood with a Mask of the ſame piece, which 
. muffled his head and face all over. In this Antick dreſs, as if he had been to 
act a jack-Pudding*s part upon a ſtage, he began to practiſe the remaining part 
of his Magick Ceremonies, believing that the onely meanes to make him maſter 
of his deſires. Firſt he drew a Circle upon the ground, then reduced it to a tri- 
angular figure with a ſtaſſe tipt with iron; but being ready to ſtep into the mid- 
dle, a ſuddaine ſhivering ſeazed upon all his limbs, Feare ſting to his trou- 
bled thoughts that the Devills would preſently leave their infernall Manſions and 
appeare to him, He would have figned himſelf with a Croſſe, had not he, who 
i ed him in the practiſe of theſe ſuperſtitions, expreſſely forbidden him to 
uſe it on this occaſion, and inſtead thereof had _—_ im certain words to pro- 
tect him from any aſſaults, the evill ſpirits ſhould dare to make upon his 7 
-. The paſſion that inflamed his deſire to compleat his enterpriſe, arming his re- 
ſolution agaiaſt all ſorts of conſideration, conſtrained him at length to proftrate 
himſelf upon bis bare knees in the midſt of the Circle with his face towards the 
Eaſt, and pronounce theſe words: Oh you ſpirits that rule Concupiſcence, fill 
Tour hearts with Carnall defires at your will, and give us ability to performe 
them, (his he ſpake with an indifferent loud voyce) By the ſupream power, un 
** which you are ant, I conjure you to aſſiſt me in all incounters, 
© my infirmities, ſtrengthen my weakneſſe, and eſpecially} beſeech you render 
me as potent and valorous a Cambatant in Venus warres, as he that ſcarce hach 
© reacht the ſeventh Luſter of his age: This is all I crave, and if you will vouchſafe 
*to grant it, lle carve you out ſo large a recompence, that you ſhall reſt ſatisfied 
with my gratitude. This ſaid, he addreſſed ſeveral} vowes to Aſ mode u, then re- 
mained a good while ſilent in expectation of the event. At length a 3 
uſe 
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fuſed noiſe poſted to his eare from a place not far diſtant, and lending better at- 
tention he heard a fearfull howling, and a ſound like that of flints when ſtruck a- 
gainſt each other, ſoon after a horrible. dinne and ruſtlinę, as if ſomebody had 
haſted towards him through the Branches of the Trees. With this, feare = pol- 
ſeſſion of his heart, and you may ſweare he wiſht himſelfe at home, and that he 
never had undertook fo perillous an enterprize : yet after a little recollection his 
fancy had recourſe to theſe fooliſh words, which he was tauęlit to ſay for his de- 
fence,-** Oh whatſoer'e thou beeſt, great Maſtiff, that runneſt towards me with 
« open mouth and up- liſted taile, thinking to have found the Prey thou look'it 
* for, returne to the place whence thou comeſt, and content thy ſelf to eat up 
« thy great grand-mothers old ſhooes. Theſe words are very ridiculous; and 
thoſe your principall Ma itians uſe are little leſſe impertinent, ſo the ſimple old 
fellow might eaſily be perſwaded to give credit to them, He thought ſome grand 
Myſterie had layen concealed under theſe abſurdities, and ſpitting in his hand he 
put his little finger in his eare, with a multitude of other fopperies belonging to 
the Ceremony, which punRually performed, he believed the moſt maligne ſpirits 
of the world were forced rather to comply with his deſires, than doe him the leaſt 
injury. Immediately after this he diſcovered ſomething in humane ſhape not 
many paces from him : This he took to be the Devill whom he had invok'd, and 
not daring to move neither legs nor tongue, his Soule had made an eſcape out 
of its mortall priſon, had its flight not been retarded by theſe words: Valentine, I 
am thy friend, feare nothing, I will pr. cure thee the perfeli enjoyment of thoſe plea- 
ſures thou moſt defireſt, hencefurward; onely cheriſh thy ſelſe, and take no farther 
cave. This ſaid, the Spirit vaniſht, and with him all Valentine's feare, his Agony 
being much abated by this favourabte ſalutation. 

A Pilgrim (whoſe right name was Francion) had ordered him one trick more, 
which returning to his then more ſetled thoughts, he preſently repaired to a con- 
venient place he had deſigned for that experiment. Straight ſprung a fancy in his 
giddy braine, that he was already imbracing his faire Lauretta, this fed his ĩma- 

ination with ſuch delight, that he could not forbeare hugging and tickling him- 
kalte rl be lauglit, with a thouſand other actions expreſſing an exceſſe of joy. Be- 
ing at length come to a great Elme tree, he caſt his Armes about it, as the Pil 
grim had adviſed him: in this poſture he repeated divers prayers, which ended 
he turned his body to embrace the other part of the tree, muttering theſe words 
to himſelfe: It will be às eaſie for me to content my wife, (ſince heaven is ſo pleaſed) 
as to incompaſſe this Elme with my imbraces. But while he was humouring 
his fond deſires with this amorous contemplation, he felt on a ſodaine ſomething 
take hold on both his hands, and notwithſtanding he ſtruggled with all the 
ſtrength Nature had lent him, he found no poſſibility of releaſement: They were 
inſtantty bound faſt together with a ſtrong cord, and he ſtretching out his 
neck like the Cock of a Conduit, whoſe head is not fixt to the body, but may be 
ſet higher or lower at pleaſure, Rood looking about to ſee if he could diſcover 
who had put that abuſe upon him, | Ws 

Mean time fear had ſo multiplyed the ſpecies of each object, that inſtead 
of one Man (who (after he had thus made him priſoner) conveyed him. 
ſelfe immediately into the thickeſt of the Wood) he thought he had dif- 
cerned at leaſt fifty, and (which more terrified his affrighted Soule) that they 
were ſo many evill Spirits aſſembled there meerly to rejoyce at his torments, 
and make him ſuffer all the perſecutions they could deviſe. To cry out he 
durſt not, to implote any ſuccour he conceived in vaine, for he believed it 
impoſlible for him ever to be delivered thence without the divine aſſiſtance; 
beſides, if he ſhould complaine, for ought he knew thoſe mercileſſe Devills would 
redouble his puniſhment, and deprive him of the uſe of ſpeech, or tranſport him 
into ſome inhabitable Deſart. His Body enjoyed as little quiet as his Mind; for ſtri- 
ving to free himſelf of that captivity, hę marcht inceſſantly about the Elme, and ſo 
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travelled like a Mill-horſe a great way in a little compaſſe, being not able t 
break nor pull it up by the roots, which he oft in vaine attempted. 

Then he began to repent at leiſure oF his folly for uſing Magick Art, remem- 
bring he had heard the Parſon of his Patiſh ſay, * No man ought to Exerciſe 
that damn'd profeſſion, unleſſe he had a mind to boyle eternally in the Devills 
Kettle. 

Meane time the faire Lauretta, whom he left in the Caſtle, entertain'd as lit- 
tle ſleep as her diſtracted Husband ; for the devour Pilgrim Francios had pro- 
miſed to viſit her that night by the help of a cord-ladder ſhe had faſtened to the 
window; and ſhe feaſted her wanton thoughts with a confidence that he would 
give her a reall taſt of thoſe delights, whereof her Husband never had the ability 
to ſhew her the Idea. 

You muſt note, that four Thieves having not long before received intelligence of 
divers very rich movables in the Caftle (whereof Valentine was Keeper) had 
combined to robb it, and the better to atchieve their enterprize, they diſguiſed 
the youngeſt of their Gang (being a handſome fellow) in Womans cloathes, ad- 
viſing him to contrive ſome meanes to intrude himſelf into that family, and as a 
Domeſtick to obſerve the places where the beſt Booty lay, and ſecure the keyes 
if poſſible, that they might take away what they pleaſed. This Thief aſſuming a 
name ſuitable to his habit, comes a begging to the Caſtle, poſſeſſes Valentine 
with a belief that ſhe was a poorOrphan, her father having been hanged for ſome 
falſly impoſed Crimes, and that ſhe had abandoned her native Country, being 
— ws of the infamy would reflect upon her for het Fathers difgracefull 

cath. | 

Valentine, moved with compaſſion at the recitall of the misfortunes of this 
counterfeit X atherine (ſo ſhe called her ſelfe) and ſecing ſhe offered to ſerve 
without contracting for wages, willingly gave her admittance into his houſe. 
Her compliance and readineſſe to ſerve her Miſtreſſe, with the modeſt and harm- 
leſſe countenance ſhe had fo cunningly compoſed, had ſoon purchaſed her ſo 
large a portion of Laxretta's favour, that ſhe intruſted the management of ber 
whole houſhold to her care. And her credit grew by degrees to that height, 
that ſhe might freely take the keyes of any Roome and keep them lo 
_— ere they were re-demanded,or any body entertain d the leaſt ſuſpition o 

er fidelity. 

'One day going to fetch water at a ſpring without the Village, ſhe met one of 
her affociates, who came to inform himſelfe of her proceedings while the other 
ſtayed at the next rown, expecting a favourable opportunity to accompliſh theis 
deſigne. She aſſured him if they came privately thither the night following, 
they might load themſelves with divers things of value ſhe then had in her 
power, promifing withall io caſt them out the cord-ladder one of them had 
conveyed into her hands not aboye two dayes before, | 

The three Thieves failed not a minute of the time appointed, and being deſcen. 
ded to the bottom of the Caſtle ditch, they ſpied a hand guiding a cord-ladder 
out at a window, on the fide towards the great gate. One of them by a — 
whiſtle gave notice of their approach, the like fignall was returned from above: 
This drew all their eyes immediately to the window, where they perceived a wo- 
man, whom they ſuppoſed to be their Confederate, Katharine, though that 
was not the place ſhe had appointed them to ſcale. One of the three 7 named 
Oliver)touhc'd, with I know not what remorſe of Conſcience, took a ſerious 
review of all his paſt Extravagancies, and growing ſtill more ſenſible of the bur- 
then of his Soul, hada few dayes before made a ſolemne Vow to Heaven within 
himſelfe, to abandon that lewd Company and amend his life ; But his compa- 
nions having need of his aſſiſtance (being of an active Body and notable Cou- 


rage) would not be perſwaded, by all the intreaties he could make, to let — 
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quit their confortſhip, bur ſealed their threats with execrable oathes, if he offe- 
red to deſert them before they had rob'd that Caſtle, where-ever he retired they 
nere would be at reſt till they had found meanes to murther him. Vet ſeeing 
them like greedy Wolves, ready to faſten upon the Prey, he again told them, 
As he deſired no part of the Booty they were going to make, ſo he would 
have no ſhare of the trouble and danger they might undergoe. Bur after much 
reviling language, being taxed with feare and cowardiſe for denying his aſſi- 
ſtance,a tlength he was conſtrained to mount the ladder firſt, to avoid the fury of 
his inraged Camarades. 

Stepping from the Window into the Chamber, he admired to ſee himſelſe 
fall into the amorous armes of a Woman, whom he found of another con- 
ſticution than Katherine. This was the Lady Laxretta, who took him for 
Francion, the darkneſſe of the Chamber deceiving ber, for her candle had been 
long put out. 

Oliver not inſenſible of this favour fortune had caſt upon him, thought he 
muſt ſpeedily hinder his companions aſcent, or they would interrupt his ſport, ſo, 
gently unlocking fair Laurettas armes he haſted to the window, to take in the 
ladder, as ſhe deſired; and perceiving one of his aſſociates already faſt upon it, he 
ceaſed not drawing till he was at leaſt half way up, then tying it to an iron 
hinge, he ſnut che window cloſe. The Thief thinking Oliver intended to draw 
him in that manner to the top, at firſt was no way troubled ; but finding a ſtop 
in the middle of his courſe, he began to entertaine ſome jealous thoughts, and 
accuſe thoſe within of treachery. Nevertheleſſe he climb d up the ladder to 
Laurettas window, but perceiving no poſſibilty of entrance, and not daring to 
knock,leſt ſome of the Caſtle ſhould diſcover him, he fancied it would be his beſt 
way to recover the ground againe : In this opinion he ſlid along the cord as 
low as it would reach (which was nothing neare the bottom) and falling thence 
by a window fenced with Iron Barrs, one of the pointed ends running through, 
made him ſo faſt Priſoner by the breeches, that all the art he had could not pro- 
cure him the liberty to break bis neck by tumbling any farther. 

Francion in this interim not willing to neglect the aſſignment his Miſtreſſe had 
given him, failed not to come to the Caſtle-wall, where ſeeing on the other fide, 
Katherine with a ladder at the window, he preſumed it was Lauretta. In this 
confidence he preſently mounts to the top, and being entred the roome, his lan- 
guage was nothing but an iteration of kiſſes to his ſuppoſed Miſtreſſe. She won- 
dering at his fond familiarity, ſaid, © Oliver, What's the matter ? Is it thou, or 
* is it ſome other? What, art become a fool, to play ſuch antick tricks when we 
te ſhould rather be diligent in the expedition of our buſineſſe? Leave, I muſt 
* help up thy fellowes, Doſt think my change of habit hath made me transform 
© my ſex. 

Francion's opinion that he had miſtook his mark, was perſectly confirmed 

theſe words, which came not (as his eares quickly diſcover d) from the agree- 
able mouth of his beloved Lauretta. However he ſtood not to examine what 
the true meaning was, becauſe he thought they concerned him not; onely he 
told Katherine (whom he then knew to be the maid) that her Miſtreſſe had 
promiſed to dedicate that night to Yenw in his company, and he was come to 
enjoy the precious contentment of her ſweet embraces. Katherine, who had as 
much cunning as was requiſite for any that exerciſed the trade ſhe profeſſed, 
ſearcht among all her ſabtileſt projects for an invention to get cleare of him, 
imagining his preſence would put a top to their deſigne. To conduct him to 
Laxretta's chamber (as he delired) ſhe deemed not convenient, becauſe ſhe 
thought perhaps ſhe might be commanded to ſtand Centinell,or be otherwiſe im- 
ployed when her companions came to execute their intention. So, to avoid all 


incumbrance, ſhe told him ber Miſtreſſe was very ſick, and had given her charge 
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to plead her excuſe for deferring her appointed entertainment. Franc ion, curſing 
the croſſeneſs of bis fate, was forc'd to repeat his way to the rope, and being half 
way down, Natherine(uwhoſe treacherous ſoul delighted in wicked acts) to revenge 
the accidentall check ſhe conceived his coming had given to their contrivance, 
ſhook the cord with all the force her rage could lend her, on purpoſe to ſend him 
to the ground head-long. Seeing himſelf thus treated, he perceived there was no 
remedy bur leaping, to ſave bis limbs from being ſhattered to pieces againſt the 
wall. This conſideration made him preſently quit his hold, and comimit his life to 
torture, who lending no favourable aſſiſtance to his amorous ſtealths, but ſufferin 
him to tumble into the Tub (where Valentine had made his Bath) he had like to 
have met with two deaths in avoiding one; for, beſides making a great wound 
in his head, that bereaved him of both ſpeech and ſence, he wanted not much of 
drowning: Katherine hearing the noiſe he made, falling foule upon the Tub, re- 
joyced within her ſelf at his diſaſter, and ſoon after drew in the ladder, believing 
her companions would not come that night. 

The Thief that ſtayed below, ſeeing Oliver (who had got into the Caſtle) 
look't no more after him, and that his other Camarade was fo hung in the Aire, 
that there was no poſſibility of relieving him, expected no good iſſue of their 
Plot, concluding, if his fellow were found hanging next morning in that poſture, 
he ſhouid gaine nothing by ſtaying with him, but the ill fortune to be condem- 
ned to beare him company on another Gallowes. However, a certaine blinde and 
groundleſs curioſity inviting him to walk round the Ditch, he advances to Franci- 
ons Tub, and feeling a Man in it, he dragg d him by the Armes out of the Water; 
Then, his Neceſſity (with the naturall inelination he had to pilfering)reviviog his 
deſire of prey, made him preſently dive into the ſtrangers pockets, where he found 
a Purſe full of Carducus and other money, with a Ring that had ſo rich a luſtre, 
that maugre the Nights obſcurity, you might perceive its beauty. This happy 
incounter ſomewhat qualified his former diſcontents, and without taking farther . 
care, whether the Man he robb'd were alive or dead, or inquiring what accident 
had brought him thither, he preſently left that place, reſolving to wander as his 
Starres ſhould direct him. 

Oliver, who had a jewell in poſſeſſion of far greater value than bis fellows 
Thief, reſolved to injoy it to the full, and drowne his deſires in delight, having 
firſt ſhut the Chamber windows cloſe, leſt the injurious Light, finding an entrance 
there, ſnould too ſoon betray him: Lauretta with an affected wantonneſſe had 
careleſly throwne her ſelfe againe upon her Bed, expecting her Champion, who 
began his skirmiſh with ſo hot a charge of kiſſes, as left no ſpace for Words. Af. 
ter this firſt Aſſault, ſhe, whom the exceſſe of Pleaſure had before ſtruck dumb, 
ſoon recovered the uſe of ſpeech, and putting her Armes about his Neck, and 
her moiſt Lips to his Cheeks, Eyes and Mouth, broke filence with theſe ac- 
clamations : 0h ! deare Francion, how winch ſweeter u thy Converſation, than 
that old doting fellem i, whom ] have been forc't to marry ! O how winning are thy 
Charmes! how great thy merit | How happy doe I eſteeme my ſelfe for — the 
wit to diſcerne, and be taken with thy perfettions ! I ſhall never deſire to be looſed 
from that pretions C haine. Thou doff not 5þeake (my deare) continued ſhe, with a 
kiſſe more ardent than the former, 7s it becauſe my company ſeems net ſo agreea- 
ble to thee as thine to me? Alas, if it were ſo, I ſhould indure penalty enough by my 
imperfections. Then after a ſhort ſilence, ſne added; O !realty I muſt accuſe my ſelfe 
of folly for putting out my Candle; for, mbat need I have fear d ? the old fellow's gone 
forth (1 thinks ) to praftiſe the remedies thottaughtſt him for his incurable diſeaſes: 
1 muſt call :o Katherige for a light, 1 am not altogether of - the opinion of thoſe, who 
hold the myſteries of Love are to be perform'd i th darke, I'm certaine, the ſight of 
the beloved object contributes new fuel to lovers fires ; beſides, to be plaine with thee, 


(my dt are heart) I wonld gladly ſee the Emerald thou promiſedſt to bring me, I be- 
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lieve thon haſt ſo much care to comply with thy owne ingagement and my faney, that 
thou haſt not forgot it; baſt thow ? tell me really. 

Nothing could excuſe Oliver from diſcovering himſelfe, being conjured ſo oft 
to ſpeak, as if he had been Francios : But imagining Lasretta would be excee- 
dingly diſpleaſed when ſhe found her ſelfe deceived, he determined to uſe all poſ- 
ſible meanes to pacifie her. So he aroſe, and having a reaſonable good wit he 
proftrated himſelfe upon his knees before her, with theſe words: Madam, I am 
infinite ſorry you are deceiv d, taking me for another; Traly, had not your ( areſſes 
ſet an edge npon my appetite, I ſhould not ſo eafily have fallen inte the crime I have 
committed; How ever inflift upon me what puniſhment you pleaſe, I am ready to 
receive your daome ; knowing my life and death are both at your diſpoſali. 

This voice differing much from Francions, made Lanrette prefently perceive 
her errour. Then Shame and Anger took ſuch poſſeſſion of her Minde, that had 
ſhe not conſidered, what was done could not againe be undone, ſhe had pro- 
bably been tranſported to ſome extream diftemper. But the moſt pleaſing re- 
medy ſhe could apply to that ſore, was to conſider, that he, whom ſhee toek 
for Francion, had given her a taſte of ſuch delicates as ſne could not repent the 
pleaſure of enjoying them, nor Francion himſelfe, perchance, have furniſhe ber- 
ter. However ſhe feigned her ſelf much diſpleaſed, asking Oliver, with an an- 
gry tone, who he was. And ſeeing he anſwered her not immediately, Wicked 
Wretch,ſaid ſhe, art not thou one of Francions Servants? haſt thou not murther d thy 
Maſter to come hither in his place Madam, (reply'd Oliver,remaining ſtill upon 
his knees) I le aſſure os I know not that Francion you Feake of : Te give you an 
account who I am, I ſhall dee is freely, fo you promiſe to believe what I ſhall tell you, 
and let me ſuffer if I freak any thing but truth. Gor on, (ad Lauretta, I doe pro. 
miſe it, bus be briefe in your relation. | 

Tos have a Maid (continued he called Katherine, whe hath partly been the 
cauſe of this adventure, and if your patience will permit, T ſhall acquaint you how : 
You are deceived in believing her a Maid, Shee's of the contrary ſexe, onely diſgui- 

ſed in Womans C loaths on purpoſe to give T hieves entrance here to rob you, and this 
night ſhe promiſed to caſt aC ord- ladder out of a Window, to facilitate their aſcent, 

The diſorders of my youth invited me to leave my Fathers bonſe and ranks my ſelf in 
company with theſe thieves, but | haue framed a reſolut ian a few dayes ſince, to re- 

linquiſn their abhominable ( ourſe e life. Nevertbeleſſe meeting with the ladder you 
had prepared for Francion, and taking it to be Katharine's, I was forced to come up 
firſt, yet Heaven 1s my witneſſe, I had no intent to aſſiſt them in the Robberie, but 
rather to diſcover their plot to any I ſhould chance to meet, and ſo wt the miſ- 
chiefe. To confirme your beliefe, Madam, be pleaſed onely to caſt your eye from the 

Window downwards,and you ſhall ſee one of the thieves hanging upon the (ord, which 

have halfe drawne up; This ts a cleare teſtimony, that had 1 complyed with their 

villaxious intentions, | ſhould not have uſed him in that manner. 

Lanretta moved with admiration at theſe words, went preſently to ſatisfie her 
naturall curioſity, and peeping through a little Window, ſhe perceived what 
Oliver had told het was no lye, ſo ſhe demanded no further proof of his inno- 
cence, but longing to know how Katherine was imployed, ſhe called her to 
bring a light, having firſt hid Oliver betwixtthe Bed and Wall. Katherize by 
the helpe of the Candle ſhe brought lighted, having a full view of Lauretta s 
naked Boſome, was tickled with deſires much more fervent than fuch ſights doe 
uſually awake in perſons of her habit. The abſence of her Maſter, and N 
humour ſhe thought her Miſtriſſe then was in, added Confidence to her : 
for Lauretta, hiding the hatred ſhe conceived againſt her, under a ſmooth. and 
ſmiling Countenance, with, a pretty familiarity thus began; Whence comeſt 
thou, Katherine, what not unready yet, and tis ſo late? I proteſt (Madam 
an wered ſhe) I cannot ſleep, I am alwayes afraid of Spirits or Thieves, lying 
"ina ſolitary corner far from all company, therefore-I ſeldome * 85 15 
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Clothes that in caſe any thing ſhould happen, I may not be forced to come out 
c of my chamber naked to call for ſuccour: but is it poſſible, Madam, you 
< ſhould be here alone without any feare? Oh God ! I beſeech you let me ſtay 

* © here all night, ſince my Maſter is not at home: I ſhall ſleep better upon this 
* ſtole, than in my bed, and I ſhall be ſo far from diſturbing you, that you will 
finde muck convenience by my being ſo neare and ready to give you immedi- 
** ately any thing you ſhall demand. No, No, (reply'd Lawretta) returne to thy 
* own chamber, I have no need of thee, & ſince I have a light I ſhall be no more 
* afraid; Onely in the dark, if any thing breaks my ſleep on a ſuddaine, feare 
* preſents ſtrange apparitions to my fancy, ſometimes in forme of a Dog, ſome- 
© times like a man all in black, and ſometimes in ſhapes more deformed and ter- 
© rible. Here Katherine,flecring in her Miſtreſſe face,thus interru; ted her, Cer- 
© tairiely Madam, your husband is very unnaturall, Ah Heavens | how could he 
* reſolve to leave your company this night? Where is he? is he gone to catch 
Frogs with a quaile· pipe? For my particular (though I am held but a ſilly 
* Wench) I muſt confeſſe to you, I finde my ſelfe more capable of loving you, 
than he appeares to be. Get thee gone, thou art an abſurd foole , /aid 
* Lenretta ; how now? It ſeems when you came hither firſt, you did but 
* play the Hypocrite: whom ſhall we truſt hereafter? Don't you be- 
* lieve me then? (replyed. Karherine) well, but ſuppoſe I ſhould ſhew you 
* in effect that I am provided of the inſtrument you moſt want, and that 
* Valentine cannot render a better account of his abilities thanT ; Would you 
e not thinke it ſtrange ? This is handſome diſcourſe indeed for a Maid, (a»/we- 
< red Lauretta angeriy) Goe, Huſſy, thou art the boldeſt quean in the World, 
e where haſt thou got tipple to make thy ſelfe drunke this night > Be gone, and 

c ſee my face no more. Tis a miſerable thing to have to doe with ſuch people, 

* as many Servants, as many Enemies: But what remedy ? they are — 


4 Evills. 

Catherine, whoſe ſpirits were then raiſed, and would not be layed by the 
frownes of a ſeeming unwillingnefle,not caring what opinion her Miſtreſſe could 
have of her fatniliarity,ſawcily advanced to kiſſe her, and give her a perfect aſſu- 
rance, that ſhe had boaſted of nothing more than ſhe was able and ready to per- 
form: for, ſhe imagined, as ſoon as ſhe had ſhewen her evidence to Lauretta, her 
anger would turne to kindneſſe, & ſeek no farther then that offered opportunity, 
with open armes to deliver up loves fortreſſe. But Lauretta apprehending what 
Diſcretion injoyned, was ſo far from being her owne Bawde in the advance- 
ment of her luſtfull deſignes, as ſhe flew into a ſtorme of bitter language, which 
back't with three or foure blows, drove her out of the chamber. 

Oliver who had heard all their diſcourſe, came out of his Ambuſcade behinde 
the Bed, and told Lauretta ſhe might now eaſily underſtand by the words and 
actions of Katherine, that ſhe was not what ſhe repreſented. Lauretta confeſ- 
br . ſing this apparent truth, anſwered, ſne would now ſo narrowly watch Xatherine's 

proceedings, as when ſhe leaſt ſuſpected the prevention, her fellow-thieves 
ſhould not onely be denyed their expected entrance into the Caſtle, but ſhe re- 
ceive a juſt puniſhment for her treachery. Conſider, Madam, what is fitteſt ro be 
done (fait Oliver) and I promiſe to ſhape my aſſiſtance by the Patterne of your 
commands. Ile goe ſeek out Katherine (replyed Laxretra) follow you onely at 
a diſtance, 'and be' ready to come up with theſe cords when you heare me call, 
that we may bind her as I ſhall contrive it. This ſaid, Lauretta tock the candle 
and went to her maids Chamber, © here take the light / ſaid ſhe) and come with 
* me into the great hall. What to doe? Madam, ſaid Katherine, take you no care 
* for that replyed Lauretta) you ſhall ſee when you are there. 

When they were come into the hall, Lauretta bade Katherine open the Win- 
dow, and get up to ſee what it was hung a top of the grate and made ſuch fre- 
1 buſtling. This was the Thief whom accident had apprehended by the haun- 
ches. KA. 
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Katherine, who was ignorant of her Complice's being there arreſſſd. after 
ſhe had taken the liberty to foole with her Miſtreſle's brealts, ſer h c ypon 
a low ſtoole, and thence ſtept into the window, te ſatisfie her one, as well ay 
Laxretta's curioſity. She had no ſooner ſet her ſelfe into 4 poſture to make the 
diſcovery, but Lauretta mounting into a great Chaire; laid hold on both her 
hands, while Over (who waited for the ſignall at the doore) pinioned her 
armes behind, and bound her faſt to the croſle-barre. This is not all (faid Lau- 
retta, laughing, when ſhe ſaw her perſon was ſecured) We mutt ſee if her Com- 
modities be ſo good as ſhe boaſted : With that, ſhe hoiſted up her Petticoats 
Smock and all, and tyed it to her Boſome with a Point, expoſing her whole 
Packet to the publick view. Then Oliver began to jeere and aug ſo loud, that 
his Companion and Katherine both knowing his voice, one cryed, Ah ! I be- 
ſeech thee help me to get off this Broach, for Day is almoſt ready to break, 
and if I am found in this condition here, I give thee leave to judge what will 
* become of me. I can lend thee no aſſiſtance (anſwered Oliuer) for here's a 
© great iron = betwixt us; But thou doſt very well to wiſh thy ſelfe out of 
* the Aire, for that's an Element very contrary to thy Conſtitution, and I am 
* confident *twill be thy Deſtiny to die in ic. Thou haſt betrayed us then (ſaid 
Katherine, interrupting him) Perfidious Villaine, if I had hold of thy heart,! 
* would deyoure it preſently. Talk no more of Holding (replyed Oliver) 
for thou haſt no uſe of thy hands. Let's leave them there ( ſaid Lauret ta) to 
* complaine and raile their fills, no body ſhall come to relieve them but the 
Sergeant and the Hangman. IM | 
. This — ended, Lauretta — 2 to har Chamber, where 

avin ter opportunity to contemplate her ions, he was ravi at 
the dicacie of = complexion, which be little thou bt was fo tranſcendent 
when he enjoyed her in the dark. After admiring the attraction and murthe- 
ring power of her eyes, he ventured to taſte the Cherries of her lips; which fa- 
vour was not refuſ'd him: for, Lauretta ſeeing his garbe and Perſon not un- 
handſome, was nothing unwilling to let him recommence the Game, wherein at 
their firſt encounter he had ſo well played his part. And he (who was no no- 
vice in the art of Love) reading the intentiogs of her yeilding heart in the wan 
ton motion of her craving eyes, neglected not the favourable opportunity was 
given him, to pleaſe his appetite with a ſecond taſte of ſo delicious a ? 

The recreations of their bodies paſt , they began to give ſome liberty to their 

tongues ; Oliver's chief diſcourſe was of the happineſſe Fortune had unex - 
pectedly throwne upon him, aſſuring Lauretta with the repetition of a multi- 
tude of Oathes, that he eſteemed nothing, the whole Univerſe conteined, compa · 
rable to the contentment he received in her company. You 2 — 
** to return thanks to th* Heavens for one thing (ſaid Lauretta And that is, for 
being ſo propitious to your intents, that when I ſaw you at the middle of the 
Ladder, coming up (taking you for a ſervant of mi jt red, and ſet m 
.© ſelfe in a Chaite expecting till you were got through the Window; for, 
"* I ſtayed there, I ſhould ſoon have perceived you were not the man] look t 
k for, and (not to conceale the truth) you had infallibly found a very bad rece- 

* ption, whereas now your entertainment has been ſuch as (believe) you have 
"* little cauſe to complaine. I doubt not (anſwered Oliver) & wag | have 
4 ill treated me, and I cannot blame you, if you bad; for, i i 
by could — have for a man uoknowae ſur pri ſiag you in that manner, inſtead of 

one whoſe company you had frequented and affected But hall 2's 
a belief of this — If I am not equall in parts of Body or Mi * 
\. whom you intended this night to honour with your embraces, I may compare 

with him, if not exceed him, in affection and deſires to ſerve you. | 

Theſe demonſtrations of a fervent Love open d the way to | an other dil- 

courles, which now and then were interrupted with ſome amorous Dalliances, 
Cc the 
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the delights whereof they repeated as oft as the Spirit moved. 
When Lauretta ſaw the over- early Sun dart in his prying rayes through the 
Crannies of her chamber Window, ſuſpecting by that time her husband was 
ready to returne, ſhe adviſed Oliver to hide himſelf among the Hay in the ſta- 
ble, and when the Draw- bridge was let downe, take his opportunity to flip a- 
way. After divers ſweet Adieu's, and an infinity of aſſurances to regiſter het 
favours in his memory, he conſented to follow her directions, and made his Neft 
in the Mowe, while ſhe returning to her Chamber lock d ber ſelf within, ex- 
pecting the ſucceſſe of Katherine and her confederate s Adventure. 

This being Sunday Morning, Three luſty Countrey ladds had got up betimes 
to goe to the firſt Maſs, and afterwards to a Village not farre thence to chal- 
lenge at long Tennis the beſt gamęſters of the place: But finding the Church 
doores ſhut, and the Curate not yet ſtirring, they tooke occaſion to walk about 
the Caſtle, whete they preſently perceived the Thief holding the Cord - ladder 
wirh one hand, and the Iron grate with the other; the next object they diſco- 
vered was Kaberine ſtark naked from the waſte downwards, and taking her for 
an Hermaphrodite , they burſt our into ſuch loud laughters and ſhouting, as 
made the whole Village ring with their rude noiſe. This waked the Curates cu- 
riofity to deſcend, {buttoning his Doublet as he went) and ſee what Novelty 
caus d that wondrous merryment. But their emotion was ſo extravagant, that 
they could hardly keep. themſelves upon their feet, and did nothing but clap 
their hands, wreſt their bodies into a hundred antick poſtures, and joult onc 
another, as if they had been little leſſe than mad, The Paſtour caſting 
his eyes onely upon them, perceived no cauſe of ſuch exceſſive laughter, and 
though he never ceaſed asking what the matter was, for a good while could 
draw no other anſwer from them but a redoubling of their cries and laughter: 
At length, taking one by the arm, * Come hither Peter (faid be) prethee tell 
me what may be the reaſon of this tranſportment. All theſe words the fet- 
low (holding his ſides with both his hands, and laughter often interrupting his 
ſpeech) bad hit 169k at one of the Caſtle windowes. The Curate directing his 
ſight that way, 'quiekly diſcerned what bad put them in that abſurd humour, 
and with a moderite ſmile, that no way diſcompoſed his gravity, You are /a 
* company of right Lobcocks (ſaid he) to make ſuch a monſtrous clamour for 
** ſo flight a matter; It is a ſign you have ſeen but little, ſince the meaneſt Ob. 
ject in the world incites you toſuch boundleſſe laughter and deportments, 
* — 1 — but Bedlamites; I muſt confeſſe I laugh too, but tis at your 
folly: What know you but that you ſcoffe ſo at, may rather require your 
* compaſſion, We ſhall hear anon by Mr. Valentine, what the meaning of this 
* May- 8 is, perchance there has been ſome tragedie acted within his houſe 
«c this , t. i 

As the Curate had ended his ſpeech, he was accoſted by a great number of 
his rownef. men, who\gwndring at this ſtrange ſpectacle fell ro examining the 
Thief and Katherine; who had put them in that poſture, bur they not ſo ready, 
nor willirg to render them an account, were much perplexed within themſelves, 


they had ſo many Witneſſes of therr ſhame. At length upon further inſtance, 


the Thief promiſed if they would procure his releaſment, he would tell them 
every particular:Bur the Curate charged them that accompanied him not to help 
him off his tenters till the Caſtle gates were opened, and he had ſpoke with / alen- 
tintʒ ſo ſome of the tout rounding the Caſtle to ſee if they could ſpie any body at 
the windowe:; a mournfull voice piercing their Eares, invited their Eyes to the 
bottom of the Ditch, where at firft ſight they diſcerned a tub, and more curi- 
oufly farveying the circumjacent place, they ſaw Francion,who aſter recoverin 
of his ſwoun, felt Himfelfe ſo cold and feebte,rhat bis lepgs not retaining ſttengt 
enough to ſupport his bruiſed body, he had laid himſelfe down by it to repoſe. 
The Clowns feeing him in a ſad eondition, ſome of thei ran down to him, and 
; one 
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one of them helping him up and wiping the blood a little off his face; much amd- 
zed cryed out, Mercy Heavens ! this is my Lodger, the desout Pilꝑrim that 
came to my houſe a while ſinee ; deare friend (tontinued he, looking ſtill ear» 
neſtly upon him) What treacherous Villains were thoſe haadled you in this? 
e barbarous manner? Carry me hence (replyed Francias) good friends lend 
* me your hands, I cannot now give you ſatisfaction in what you demand. This 
ſaid, the Country-mienlifced him out of the Ditth, and as they were carrying 
him to his Inne, they met one of his Servants, who wondered to ſee his Maſter in 
that equipage ; the ſervice he judged then moſt expedient far him, was to run 
preſently for a Chirurgion,who came as he was undreſt by the fire- ſide & ready 
to be put in bed. The wound! ſearcht was not found very dangerous, ſo after 
the application of ſome vulnerary Salves proper in like occaſions, the Chirur- 
gion aſſured him it would be no long cure. N | 
While great numbers of the Country people ſtood gazing before theCaftle;and 
wondering at the ſodain Metamorphoſis of a Maid into a Man; Some that had 
lutted themſelves wich the pleaſure of this Drollery, went to bid their Neigh- 
— haſten to the Caſtle- green, and they ſhould ſee ſomewhat worth their 
labour. The beſt was, the Women (who have naturally more curioſity than 
Men, eſpecially in matters of recreation) earneſt beyond meaſure to know 
what their husbands were gone to ſee, ran by troops (like Cowes when ſtung 
by Gad-flyes in the heat of Summer) to the place where the Comedie was act - 
ed: But whenghey ſaw the ſhew Katherine: made, they turn'd back with as 
much ſhame as haſte; Some that were of a joviall humour, by their inceſſant tit- 
tering ſeem'd diſtracted for the time; Others, whoſe auſterer diſpoſition made 
them peeviſh, and wreſt every thing to the worſt ſenſe, expreſs'd no ſmall di- 
ſtaſte, and went mutterirg tway, as if all this had been prepared meerly to abuſe 
them. Could you chooſe no other time to play your Apiſh Gambals but on a 
Sunday — (faid one of theſe good Women to the Company), yet · had 
vou ſtaid till after Service it had been a little more tolerable, eſpecially if ic 
<* were now C urneval. time: Ha! the World will periſh without doubt, ſo 
* many Men, fo many Autichriſta. Don'c tradge away ſo faſt, (Goſſip, (aid 
© a merry companion to her) come back and ſee Valentine's Maid ſhew all ſhe 
* has. The Devil take his part'on't, anſwered ſhe. Come, come (replyed the 
* ſame fellow) fot all you ſeem ſo ſcornfull, you had rather have a part orre 
** your ſelfe than the Devil. Away foole, away (cry'd another reſolute Dame) 
* Do'ſt think weꝰ i be contented with part of ſuch a Bit? we muſt have it all or 
* nothing.” I know that well enough (ſaid he) The Fox would eat no grapes 
* becauſe he could not reach them, ſo you run away and ſlight the precious 
* Stones are ſhewn you here, becauſe you can't come nere them for the ditch 
Hand iron grate that is between, but indeed you had rather be handling ſuch a 
tool than ſee it. 1 cry God mercy (quoth the woman with, much diſdain- in 
her countenance) if thou grateſt my eares any more with thy ribble rabble 
** diſcourſe of handling ſtones and tooles, Ile handle thine tn ſueh manner, as He 
tear them off and give them my Dog to dinner. ei- 
Divets ſuch. jeers were caſt upon the poor Women, but Ile aſſure you the 
were not much behind hand with the Men, at leaſt if their retorts were not 
together ſo fmare, they charged them with ſo many rayling and injurious 
Words, and ſet up ſuch a Note, ſtraining their throats all t to cry a8 
loud as ever chey could, that the Men made dizzy with the noiſe were forced to 
quit the field, as confeſſing themſelves vanquiſhed, Is 82 
Sotne of this four ſcattering from the reſt of their troop, chanced to wander. 
into the Cops where Yalentivie/was; and hearing a man cry out, they made to- 
ward the place whence the voice ſeemed to come, little imagining, *twas; he. 
With what arhazetnent they were ſeized ſeeing} this ſcare· crow covered with 
ſach fantaſtick garments, and bound about the tree, is not eaſy to 1. 
C2 ö 
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Wich ſtriving and turmoiling bimfelfin the Night, his hood was fo fallen over 


his eyes, that he oould not ſee ſo much as to diſcerne twas day: for want of his 


hands he often toſſed up his head to make it tumble backwards, but all his in- 


deavours were to little purpoſe. He could not: fee che Country- men, 


and onely hearing the noiſe they made in — at the antick dreſſe and de- 
portments of this Object (no leſs pleaſant than that they had ſeen at the Caſtle) 


the ſpimion he had all night that che Devils were preparing to torment him, 


' came afreſh into his thoughts, and with a ſtronger apprehenſion than before : 
So imagining thoſe that approached him were no other than Devils, he began 
to repeat the remedies Fraxcion had taught him to charm them. 


Ihe Country men knew him preſently by his voice, but hearing the fopperies 
and ſenſleſs words he ſpake, and conſidering the place and p ftures they found 
him in, they really believed he was beſide himſelf; ſo laughing, till their girdles 
crack t, at theſe adventures, they ran back to give their Curate an account of 
their new diſcoveries. As he came with his guide into the Cloſe, ſpying alrea- 
dy Valentine among the trees, © Is it you (Sir) my dear friend (450 he) alas! 
who ist has put you here ? 
Vulentiue hearing his Paſtour's voice, began a little to moderate his fear, a 
fancy then coming in his crown, that the moſt deſperate of all the Devils in Hel 
would not dare to come near him fo long as a facred perſon was with him; and 


| after a little pauſe, Ah ! good Sir (anſwered he) they were Devils that 


hound me here, and they have aſſailed me with more malice and fury than 
< ever they perſecuted the holy ancient Hermites. But how (ſaid the Curate) 
Did you not lie in your own hauſe this night? Did they bring you hither in 
© fach,manner as that you felt them not? Were not rather ſome wicked 
men that put you in this pickle? Valentine anſt not à word, thinking 
he that ſpake to him might be a Devil himſelf, and had aſſumed a voice like his 
Crate s, purpoſely to deceive him: ſor he had heard and read that evil Spirits 
ſometimes transform themſelves into Angels of light. This made him hegin 
His-conjurations again and afteriall, ſay, I will not ſpeak to thee, Prince of 
**Darkneſſe, I know 'thee j thou art not my Curate, thou one 
tj mitateſt his Speech. But you ſnall ſee I am (anſwered the Curate taking off 
his hood) WHShO w now. (Mr. #alentine) are you out of your wits, to be- 
sſieve all that ſpeak to you are Spirits? Why doe you forge theſe imaginati- 
ons d Muſt I put you in the number of my loſt ſheep ? 

Valentine enjoying the benefit of the light, knew all thoſe about him were his 
Segen and ſeeing they went about to ſet his hands at liberty, he 

olutely baniſhed the ill opinion he had conceived of them. 

When he was releaſed of his impriſonmeut, the Curate importun'd him ſo 
earneſtly to know how be came there, that he was conſtrain d at length to re- 
peat all the inchantments Francion had taught him, and withall to relate the 
reaſon that incited him to practiſe them. Some knaviſn Boyes, that over- heard 
this ſtory, went proſently and. publiſht it all the town over to his diſgrace, 
inſomuch that the memory of it is not yet extinct, and to this day, if there be 
any cold cod- pieced fellow, they tell him in a jeering manner, He muſt go to 
Valentines Bath. 

Aſter the zealous Curat had ſufficiently rebuk'd his Pariſhioner for his pernici- 
ous curioſity, they returned all together to bebold the preſent ſpectacles at the 
\GCafttewindoes whereof Valentine, no leſs aſtoniſhed than the reſt, could render 
no account. Hereupon a merry conceited fellow, that by chance had mingled 
himſeff among them, replied, ** You are ſorely troubled, Gentlemen, to con- 
jecture the cauſe of what you ſee; Ile expound you this Riddle in three wards; 
ber Compemvm yen {oc hanging by the Ladder, was ſome of Katherine's 
tic Sweet-heatts, and without doubt he had a purpoſe to go ſee her; But, to 
new him his courtſhip was Labour in vain, ſhe bas ſo cleared the point, BY 

is 
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« his own eyes may certify him, the is not as he thought her : & how forlornly 
* he — if the —ͤ—ͤ—n —— him _—_ Life. d * | 

Fhis fancy took the company extreamly, but they thought very: ſadainly 
they ſhould receive more certaininformations, in regard Falemine 8 {ſervants 
were then opening the Caftle gates; But they underſiood no more of all theſe 
myſteries, than if they had not belong d to the Houſe. 

The Thief and Katherine were ſoon made looſe and brought before the Cu- 
rate and Valentine, who failed not to ask them divers queſtions concerning 
their preſent condition, why and by whom they had been ſo expoſed. But the 
fear of a deſerved puniſhment had made them reſolve not to anſwer a ſyllable 
to any of their Interrogatories, knowing their cauſe was ſo tickliſh, that they 
were more like to foile than free themſelves by ſpeaking. Katherine was aaked 
by divers, Since thou art a man, why doft thou weare a Womans cloaths ? 
But they might have ſaved their breath, for all the threats and perſwaſions they 
did uſe, could not draw one word from her mouth. Lauretta being come down 
ſeemed no leſs amazed than the reſt at the recitall all of theſe paſſages, and eun- 
ningly withdrawing her ſelf by lirtte and little into the Court (while every bo- 
dy elſe were bufie m the Hall) ſhe baſted to re · viſite the Author of her laſt 
nights joyes, and after ſome cloſe embraces for a lat farewell, ſhe conveyed 
him privately out of the Caſtle. | 

The Juſtice of the place (who lived by miſchief and debates) not willing to 
loſe his Snip, was very earneſt in ing Valentine to let him draw up infor- 
mations apainſt thoſe offenders, ut ging the deſign of Katherive and — 
mon could not be honeſt, and that they had attempted to rob him of his Goods 
or Honour. But Veri, who not unacquainted with the malice of was 
Joth to render his purſe as 8 prey to ſuch ravenous Har pyrs, refuſed to follow 
his advice, finding not any of his goods diminiſhed. All he defired was to-know 
by what accident thoſe Creatures came to he hung in that manner at his in- 
dowes. The Juſtice, ſeeing there was nothing to be gained, would proceed no 

farther, for che Offenders could be drawne to no Confeſſion, neither were the 
Spectators able to charge them with any matter of fact. So, Morning Prayers 
paſt, the poore Thieves had liberty to ſteale themſelves out of the danger they 
apprehended. But for two or three Leagues they were purſued by nad ans 


es of people, crying and ſhobting after, as rendred the perplexity and 
they indured no leffe inſupportable than the ſevereft puniſhment of the 


lowes. 17 10 10 385 

Thus they, whoſe perverſe inclinations lead them ta:wiched actions, 
never * in 27 . s, but rective a ſalary ſuntable 19 their 
Crimes, 45 the ſeverall paſſages here related teſtife. Valentine, for the 
feokſh curioſutythat tranſported him to the Diabolical practice Netro- 
anancie, became 4 ſcorne to all, The Thicyes, whoſe covetowe defire of 
enriching them ſelves by others loſſe, made them attempt 0 1eb 22 le, 
not oxely failed of their tatented pe but er publique þþ 
and pain : Lautetta indeed; though ſbe bad rain d caurteſie with her con- 
ſcience, received no preſent puniſhment nor reproach,” but what's deferr'd 
we ſeldame finde is loſt, As jor Francion, bis victow intention was re- 
compenc'd with harme enongh , yet he reſolued toe heart bis mibfort#nes 
with more patience than the reſt, | — 8 

While he was in, bed, and his ſenſes well recovered, bis man, N 
ſpectator of all ebe paſſages at the Caſtle, gave him an account of each parti 
cular, at which be burſt into ſo: violent a laughter, as made him forget bis ons, 
yet his imagination could not ate the Thieves deſign, nor bow they came 
to be ſo bandſomely hung, he remembrod well enough X 2 
i 
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diſcourſe to him in her Chamber; But when he came to the recitall of Yalen- 
tine ſ conjurations, and in what equipage the Curate found him, his rapture was 
beyond expreſſion. Wy , & 1 

A his Dinner was ſerving in, the Surgeon came to viſit him, and feeing Wine 
brought up, he told him, he muſt drink none, becauſe of the wound in his head. 
This is a very rigorous ſentence (replyed Frascion) good friend deprive me 
not of that divine liquor, I prethee, It is the onely ſuſtenance of my body, all 
the delicateſt meats in the World are nothing comparable to it. Don't you 
* know the pitifull Pretenders to Phyſick are commonly call'd freſt- water- 
Doctors becauſe they can doe nothing but preſcribe us that to drink ? 1 believe 
<* their Prince Hippocrates was not of their opinion, for Hypocras (which is the 
moſt excellent drink we have) has its name from him, either becauſe he loved 
tt, or was the inventer of it. I knew a young Gentleman, who for ſome in- 
* diſpoſition, and a hurt in his leg, was forbidden Wine, as you do me, leſt it 
* ſhould impair his diſeaſe : But what do you think he did? He laid himſelf in 
bed contrary to the ordinary aſe, and put his feet upon the pillow, that the 
*fomes of the Bace hicall liquor, he had plentifull exhauſted, might deſcend to 
* his head. And for my part, fince my wound is in the other ' extremity of 
my body., I think it were my beſt way to riſe and ſtand upright, to the end 
*© (ſeeing the Wine l ſhall then drink will rather deſcend to my feet than offend 
my head, you may not be ſo ſevere as to forbid it me. This ſaid, Francion bade 
his man bring his clothes tha t he might riſe. | - | | 

I The Country. Chirurgion willing to ſhew his skill, indeavoured to diſpoſſeſs 
dim of that humour, and confute his reaſons; ſaying, ** They were n 
upon the Maximes of aTippling-houſe rather than the Axioms ofPhyſick; Then 
he began to diſcourſe in terms of bis own Art, which though barbarous and 
unknown, he conceited himſelf at the higheſt pitch of Eloquence when he pro- 
nounced them, being infected with the diſeaſe of divers that believe their expreſ- 
fions are then beſt when leaſt underſtood, not conſidering language is oneiy to 
make conceptions known, and he that has not the art to declare his meaning to 
_ of. perſons, is tainted with an ignorance. not much leſſe than 


Prancion having had the patience to heare him out, told him all his Apho- 
riſmes ſhould not hinder him from riſing, but he he would drink no Wine, not- 
withſtanding (for 'mirth's ſake.) he had maintained ſuch an Argument. Theſe 
* are low Tees sſpirited perſons (continued he) as have not the power to curb 


©*-their paſſid ſubject their appetites to reaſon upon ſuch an account, For 
my particular muſt confeſs I am gs great a lover of that liquor as any man, yet 
* 7 can eaſily deny my ſelf the uſe of it, or any thing elſe I never ſo dearly-fancy. 
7 pl our temper is very remarkable (replyed the Chirurgion) the power my 
< ſoul has over my body, is nothing nere ſo abſolute; for Iaffare you, had Ga- 
* {ex himſelf toid me I ſhould prejudice my health im drinking wine, I could not 
< refrain it, and without it, were I placed neer a fountaine of the moſt. curious 
water ĩmaginable, I ſhould periſh with thirſt. Bur Sir (perſiſted he) Cer- 
*rainly you cannot chuſe but feele much paine by. chat fracture and contuſion 
in your head, and yet you cannot refraine jeſting. If you were throughly ac- 
* quaznted with me, and knew in what manner a man ought to live, you would 
nat wonder at wy humour (anſwered Fraxcion :) The faculties of my Soule 


* are ſo vigorous, at it eaſily repulſes all ſorts of diſcontents, and performes its 


* ordinary functions without interruption, amidſt the grandeſt indiſpoſitions of 
© my body. The Chirurgiom interrupting him, ſaid ſmiling, Sir, excuſe me if I 
4 fi you oblige me now to credit the report is raiſed of you in this Village, 


„ 
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* at Valentines Caſtle has been done by your Art; That you"ineramorpho 
e the ſervant Maid into a Man, deprived her of the uſe of Speech” and Gar 
© have not any reall wound in your head, but _——_ abuſe our eyes 
every one inclines the rather to this opinion, becauſe no body tan find out the 
© cauſe of any of theſe ſtrange ſucceſſes. "Ry 
This pleafant imagination fo tickled the fancy of our Patient, that he had fike 
to have ſplit himſelfe with laughing. At length being cloath d wid ſer at Fable 
with the Chirurgion (who was glad of the opportunity to dine upon his chitpe 
*© But cannot you tell (began Francion) whether I am ſtill in Valentine's favour 
< or not ? in what tearmes does he ſpeak of me ? Not to coneeale the truth (re- 
** ply'd the Chirurgion) he ſpeaks of you as of the wickedeſt Wizard in 
world: He ſayes, whereas he expected your Receipts ſhould have done hitn 
** ſome good, they have cauſed him an infinite deale of miſchiefe. Though he 
** has been long aſſured of his owne inſufficiency, he would however "a 
* tryall now to ſee if he could comport himſelfe in Cypid's combat with his wife 
more vigorouſly than before; but alas! poore feeble fellow, he has got no 
credit by the attempt, his Standard falling when he ſhould have entred the 
breach; So at length he was conſtrained to contract a diſhonourable Peace 
*< with Lauretta. There is nothing but his Sally-port behind open; and that is 
* ſo off the hooks, as it cannot retaine a liquid feurvy matter that efcapes out 
< every minute; Inſomuch as he has intreated me, being his Goſſip, to futniſn 
* him with a drug to ſtop thoſe Overtures, and appeaſe the ſedition of thoſe 
* inteſtine Rebels who not obſerving the places ordered them, fly forth without 
asking leave. . - | * 
Need I feare ho will act any thing againſt me in revenge (anſwered Fran- 
© c50n?) Hitherto ( ſaid the Barber) I mentioned nothing to you of his intenti- 
© on, becauſe I thought you able by your Art to avoid all the Ambuſhes and 
* Plots he can contrive againſt you; but Ile aſſure you he is reſolved to tieg- 
ect ao opportunity to do you a miſchief. Ile hold a wager he aſſembles'r 
** ſtouteſt of the Village to apprehend you in your lodging this night, and 
* carry you priſoner into his caſtle. That ſhall not hinder me (replyed Fran- 
* c50n) from drinking his health in this glaſſe of Water, which I am gong to 
* :mpriſon in my Belly. This ſaid, they paſſed the reſt of their dinner · time with 
other diſcourſe. a: I 
They were no ſooner riſen from the Board, but divers of the Inhabirants, in- 
vited with a curioſity to ſee Francion, came to his Inne, and asked Where's the 
Pilgrim Where's the Pilgrim? with ſo loud a voice, that he could heat di- 
ſtinctly what they faid. Immediately he bolts his chamber doore, and though 
they thruſt and khock'd againſt it, ſaying ſometimes they wanted 4 Cotker 
within that room, ſometimes they muſt ſpeak with the Chirargion, c 
finde no admittance. At length wry ſwore there was a man in the Vi 
deſperately wounded, that he would die without the application of ſome pre- 
ſent remedy, and they would have the Chirargior out; But as they were 
dy to force their entrance, Franeion and his man preſented themſelves at the 
doore with Piſtolls in each hand, proteſting they would diſchurge againſt whom- 
ſoever ſhould dare to break in upon them. | * 


„ 


The cowardly Clownes, not accuſtomed to play upon ſul Pipes were un- 
willing to aſſault upon ſuch tearms, * all away, defieged tine 
enough to rebarricadoe their Avenues. A ſhofOwhile after” ad uances another 
troop, more numerous than the former, but returned with gs little fuc 95 
their compamons. Francion exceedingly dlſpiraſed at the" impD 
theſe Chur les reſolved to ger clear of them as ſoon us he. 


50 
diſcha the houſe; he commumeates his intentions to 5 I | 
would poor bins SIM Cereb had difcovertch ſtanding in lis yard, to 
him to ſome othet town, whete lic might be leſle diſquieted: Lis HolY me 


Py 


of 
with 
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Sorry Cart, where I tu 
This diſcourſe made his Man return all the conſolative Arguments his inven- 


with his intreaty, preſently ties two Hoops to the top of his Cart, upon them 
ſpreads a Coverled, and having laid all Frantion's movables at the bottom, he 
advertiſed him ic was then time to depart. The Pilgrim without delay mounts 
into the Cart, and places himſelf at his moſt caſe upon a Bed of Straw, prepared 
purpoſely for his journey, while they drew him out of his lodging at a back 
gate into the open field, his Man followed immediately upon his Horſe, 
_ in this Equipage they croſs'd the country without being diſcerned by any of 
that Village. 

Some of the ſilly Swaines returning to the Inne as ſoon asthey were gone, 
and finding neither Francion nor bis Man in his Chamber, nor any other parc 
of the houſe, concluded preſently they were vaniſhed, and had conveyed them- 


ſelves out of their ſight by the art of Necromancy. 


As they marched, Fraxcion took occaſion to diſcourſe ſometimes with a 
young fellow that drove his Chariot, ſometimes with his Man, to whom he 
thus began, When J reflect upon the adventures befallen me this day, my 
* fancy is ſo delighted with the lively repreſentation of the inſtability of things 
in this world, that I can hardly ſorbeare laughing ; yet I am ſure I am in for 
* my twenty Crowns and a Ring, which I have loft I know riot how. Certain- 
* ly thoſe that carried me this morning to my Inne, muſt have ſearchd my 
& Pockets: However there is but one remedy for ſuch diſeaſes, and that is that 
* Noble vertue Patience, of which (Heavens be praiſed) I have a greater ſtock 
at preſent than of Roſe-nobles. But conſider a little the pretty viciſſitudes of 
Fortune; Not long ſince I was clad with the ſumptuous rayments of a gay 
* Courtier, and now have nothing to cover me but the Weeds of a poor Pil- 
< grim; I ufed to lodge under the golden roofes of ſtately Palaces,and now have 
e no where to lye but in ditches, without any other ſeeling than the Firmament: 
* My Couch had wont to be upon curious Satin Quilts, & this morning I found 


mp ſelfina Tub of Water, which proved not half ſo eaſie: Heretofore I rod in 


Coaches with my Velvet Segts, and now I think it a happineſſe to meet with a 
ble in Straw like a Bedlam or Bridewel{-Bird. 


tion could ſuggeſt, and to expreſs bis ſorrow for bis Maſters fad condition, 
” po, ( continued he) it grie ves me to ſee you in an eſtate ſo little ſuitable to 
* your quality, for when Criminals are conduRted to the place of Execution, 
for their greater ignominy they are commonly condemned to be carted, and 
* if you would have pleaſed to hearken to my advice, you ſhould not have been 
* carried in that manner. | 

Nothing troubles me ſo much (replyed Francion) as to hear people jeere 
“me as I paſſe, and finde my ſelf unable to fic my horſe. At lengtheperceiving 
Night begin by little and little to draw her ſable Curtains about the Hemiſphere, 


he bade the Carter haſten, leſt lofing their way in the dark, that nights lodging 


might prove as little comfortable to him as the former, yet his Guide aſſuring 
him they wanted not half a league to the town, he remained ſomewhat ſatisfi- 
ed: But they had not gone much further before a worſe misfortune befell 
them, ſomething about one of the wheeles being broken; ſo they could not 
reach the end of their intended journey, but were forced ta make a ſtand at a 
Wheeleright's ſhop in a little Village cloſe by, where the haſte of the advan- 
cing Night, and the ſlowneſſe of the Workman, made Franc ion quit his hopes 
of recovering the great town before them, and reſolve to take a lodging 


They were directed to the beſt Inne of the place, which was but poorely pro- 
vided of every thing, and after. they had eaten a ſupper, that did not over- 
charge their tomacks, they asked where they lie. I have but two 
** beds above (anſwered the Holt) and they are both taken up already. The 
* two men that came with me (aid Fraxcion) ſhall ſleep in the ſtable, or any 

* -* where, 


> ———— — 
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&* here, but I muſt have a bed for my ſelf,though ] pay double for it. Sir (re- 
* plied the Hoſt) there is a Gentleman above that les alone, Ile go ask him if 
© he will pleaſe to ſpare you a part of his. This ſaid, he went into the chamber, 
and preſently returned Franc ion word, that when he pleaſed he might go 
take his reſt in a bed, which the Gentleman above was willing to divide with 
him. 1 
Frantion followed his Landlord into the room, and coming neere the bed- 
ſide, Sir (faid he to the Gentleman) If I felt not my ſelf much indiſpoſed by 
a wound I have received in my head, neceſũty ſhould not force me to be thus 
e troubleſome to you, I would rather chuſe co lie all night upon a bed that 
cannot ſhake nor ſtir, unleſſe the whole Univerſe were totterinꝑ, and where 
« ] ſhould ha ve no other Curtains nor Teaſter than the Canopy of Heaven to 
cover me. However, the cauſe that brought me hither will loſe all the power 
* it had to perſwade me to ſtay, if I perceive you unwilling to permit me. Sir (re- 
e plyed the Gentleman) ſpeak not of any incommodity, it is impoſlible your 
* company ſhould bring me any inconvenience, yet were it ſo, I ſhould wil- 
* lingly endure t to do you any ſervice : nay, I ſhould riſe aud reſigg the poſ- 
ſellion of this bed to your ſelf alone, that you might the better take your reſt, 
if I conſidered not you might think I did it in diſdain. 3 
This courteſie of the Gentlemans was not ill requited by Francion, who 
ſummoned the moſt courtly expreflions he could invent to thank him as his civi- 
lity deſerved. f ; 
As they were both laid, the Gentleman told his bed-fellow, that his gallant 
Garb and Countenance, wherein: he perceives nothing of Vulgar , was the 
charm that had won his affection, and invited him ro make a tender of all the 
ſervices he was able to do him. Francies (whoſe name was rightly, impoſed 
upon him for bis Franc diſpoſition) anſwered him without flattery, ** That he 
* conceived himſelf much obliged for thoſe large expreſſions, but (though twas 
* againſt his intereſt ) he would not adviſe him to ground his ae upon 
*ſuch weak appearances, which commonly are deceitfull, but conſider, 
how by communication oftentimes we find a moſt deformed Soule caſed ina 
curious Body, whereby thoſe; who look no farther than the out-ſide, are de- 
** ceived. P | 
* I know I am not miſtaken (replyed the Gentleman) the longer | frequent 
* your company, the better I ſhall underſtand the truth of thoſe Characters I 
read in your countenance ſeeme to dictate to my imagination. I have an opi- 
nion the rules of Phyſiognomie are not erroneous ; and if they are to be cre- 
dited, ſo lovely a perſon cannot be deſtitute of qualities ſuteable to the appea- 
** rance. Beſides, | have knowne a young Gentleman much reſembling you, that 
< is Maſter of more eftimable parts than any I ever frequented, ,All, theſe con- 
* {iderations make me big with curioſity to know who you are, from what Pil- 
** grithape you come, and what rude creatures have ſo ill treated you. To tell 
you who I am, and repeat all the paſſages of my life, at this time is impoſſible 
© (anſwered Frexcion) the relation of fo tedious à tory will require more time 
than I am now willing to ſpend, being more deſirous to lleep than talk; yet I 
* ſhall not ſtick to recount you my laſt adventures, which 1 am confident will 
not be unpleaſant to you. And though it were more fit to conceal ſuch thiugs, 
"I ſhall-make no ſcruple to diſcover each Particulat to you, fince your good- 
** neſfe lets me know I cannot commit my fecrets to a furer guard. 
Hou may take notice then (continued he) my name is Frexcion, and 1 
da few months ſince at Paris, not in the poore weeds you faw me, but trick 
© up like a fpruce Courtier, walking on foot along the ftreet, I met the moſt 
* amiable creature in Citizens habit my. eyes bad ever beheld. The feaver of 
** Love: had preſently ſeized on me with ſuch violence, that I knew not what I 
did or ſaid; My heart beat quicker meaſure within my boſom, than that little 
= __ ®* wheete 


The Comical Hiſtory Lib. i. 


** wheele that tells Minutes in Watches. My eyes began to dart more ſparkling 

flames than the Evening · ſtarre, and as if they had been fixt in the ſame ſphere, 

Vas that beautifull Planet I newly had diſcovered, they exactly followed her 

Motion; ſhe was my Pole, ſhe the Load · ſtone chat attracted my body as 

well as thoughts; where ever ſhe went I was not far behinde her. At length 

** ſhe made a ſtand at a Goldſmiths ſhop upon the Change · bridge, and eclips d 

her ſelf from my ſight : But being paſt as far gs the Palace-clock, I felt my 
heart prick'd with ſo violent a paſſion, that my feet were forced to obey the 
** deſires of my minde, and carry me back to gain a ſecond view of this admi- 
** red Object. I reſolved to go into the ſame ſhop and buy ſomething, on 
** purpoſe to finde an occaſion of ſtaying till ſhe went, but not knowing what 
to demand, I ſtood long ſtammering at this word, ſh, 5, bew me, at laſt I ſaid, 
ew me the faireſt Diamond you have, The Maſter of the ſhop , buſie in 
** ſhewing a Neck-lace of Pearl to my Goddeſſe, could not preſently come to 
* wh me an anſwer, which pleas'd me better than if he had given me a Jewel 
for nothing; for by that means I had the opportunity to contemplate with at- 
"* tention, Eyes that out-ſparkled his precio Stones, Hair more beautifull 
than his Gold, and a Skin more white and ſmooth than his Orientall Pearls. 
After he had finiſhed with her, he brought me what I demanded, and under- 
* ſtanding his price, I addreſſed my ſelf to the Lady, deſiring ſhe would be 
” — to let me ſee her purchaſe, onely to create an occaſion of —. 
Ther. Another Woman inj her company, that had the Neck-lace in her hand, 
offer d it me very willingly, and afterwards returning it again to her, ſaid, 
Here Mrs. Bride, take the Spouſes Preſent and let's make haſt home again, for 
t already late. 

By theſe words I knew this young wanton (if not already married) was 
then upon the point of ſacrificing at Hyme»'s Altar, and therefore came to 
fit her ſelfe with neceſſaries ſuitable for the ſolemnity. There was with her 
an old worn · out fellow that disburs d all che mony, ac firſt I took him for her 
Father; butT wondered, after they were gone, when the Goldſmith ſaid to 
moe, Do jon ſee that old Blade Sir ? He te be married: Is not he a fit Bed- 
* fellow for ſuch a rightly Girle ? 1 anſwered onely with a ſmile, and ſpeaking 
** ſoftly to one of my Lackies, I bade him follow thoſe people, and watch where 
they houſed, - 

* The Goldimith could give me no account of their names nor qualities at 
e that time, but promiſed me to inform himſelf of one of his neighbours that 
qwas acquainted with them: After I had bought a Diamond of no great value, 
and ke a Seale with my Arms, I returned to my ordinary 5 
e where my Laekie, who had been well inſtructed in ſuch Love-Commiſſions, 
brought me a perfect deſcription of the form and ſcituation of the lodging of 
* the fair Lauretta, whom I ſtyled already my Miſtreſs : Beſides, he told me 
* the name of the old Man accompanied her, was Valentine, as he had learat by 
t chance, of a man that ſaluted him aloud in the ſtreet. Next day I failed not to 
take my walk before that houſe, where my joy was encloſed ; after. certain 
* turns, I had the happineſſe to ſee my Angel at the doore, and ſaluted ber 
with fach ſpeaking looks, as ſhe might eaſily perceive her eyes had made a 
con — ſoul. 

Thence, without further complement, I went to fetch my Seal at the Change 
Bridge, where the Goldſmith confirmed what my Lackey ſaid, and withall 
* told me, this Valentine was Steward or Baily to a great Noble man, named 
* 4lidan; and for his Miſtreſs, he aſſured me her name was Lauretta, but he 
could not as yet be informed of her extraction. But ſuch particulars I eſtee- 


med very frivolous for me to know; all I deſired, was onely to accoſt the 


* ſweet Lauretta. But Fortune was fo little favourable to my deſigns, that 


though I feined twenty errands to paſſe before her lodging, I ſcarce could — 
* her 
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her once. At laſt, one Evening finding her alone at the door, I ſeemed as if 
I had miſtaken the houſe, and with a complement full of reſpeR, deſired her 
to inform me if a Gentleman (whoſe name I had invented) lived thereabouts. 
« When ſhe had anſwered me, She knew no ſuch perſon, I counterfeited much 
« amazement; ſaying, He af] ured me hu lodging was in this fireet ? yet 1 left not 
the reall Object of my pains to ſeek after the fictitious, She, who ſuſpected 
\ ſomewhat by my ſtay, began immediately to braoch another diſcourſe, and 
« asked me if I lived not in thoſe parts my ſelf, in regard ſhe had obſerved me 
ce paſſe often times that way? Encouraged with this favourable overture, I pre- 
« ſently anſwered,No, my habitation was far diſtant thence, but her beauty was 
accompanied with ſuch powerful attractions, as drew me daily thither by a kind 
of ſweet conſtraint, to pay the bomage due to ſuch perfection. Pardon my un- 
« brliefe Fir, (replyed ſhe with a pretty grace) It muſt queſtionleſſe be an Object 
ts of far higher merit than any I tan own tooblige a perſon of your quality to take [0 
* many ſteps and ſo continued her diſcourſe a pretty while, in tearms of a very 
© ingenious humility. But not ſuffering her to run too far in diſparaging her 
< own worth, I raiſed her again by my praiſes to the Starres, concluding with 
« this ordinary complemnnt, The admirable qualities you poſſeſſe (Nadam) 
« make my ambition nothing more, than the honour of bearing the ¶ haracter of your 
* Slave. 

* This diſcourſe pleaſing her humour, ſhe quickly made me underſtand how 
cunning an Artiſt ſhe was at this exerciſe, for ſeeing ſhe had no Novice to deal 
with, ſhe diſplayed all the ſubtileſt artifices, and uſed the ſmarteſt expreſſions 
« her ingenuity could diate ; Inſomuch, I aſſure you to my ſhame, I was in a 
t manner foited, and in no better condition than a poore Horſe that is to march 
« upon ice, and wants froſting. | 

* This pretty Confidence, and the Gentileſſes ſhe entertained me with, (re- 
< ſenting nothing of Vulgar ſpirit) took me exceedingly, and were to my Paſſi- 
on as Oyle caſt upon fire. Her wedding, which was ſoon after celebrated, 
* bred no diſturbance in my thoughts, for I conceived I need not affli& my ſelf 
that ſuch a decayed ſtump preceded me in the poſſeſſion of her bed; for had 
** his aged Body been anſwerable in Vigour to her youthfull mind, he could not 
have violated her Virginity ; She (if my judgement faile me not) having long 
* before caſed her ſelfe of that Burthen. In fine, Hope was my Panacea,the one- 
* ly balme 1 applyed to mitigate all the dolours of my wounded fancy. My Ima- 
* gination comforted me with a conceit, that infallibly Zawrerta being as full of 
* Youth as Beauty, could be no leſſe than glad to entertaine correſpondence 
with a friend, who ſometimes in her Husbands ſtead might doe a work that 
* muſt not be left undone, and which in effect is the principall peace-maker in a 
Family. It would require the ſtrength of an Atlas back to ſtand to fo hard a 
task as is the ſatisfying the amorous Emotions of a luſtfull Woman. Feeble 
© Valentine's Back (in my opinion) was not able enough to ſupport that weigh- 
* 7 burthen, nor perform ſo expected a duty, without the courteous relief of 
* ſome more vigorous Aſſiſtant: And I thought my fidelity would ingage 
* _— to favour me with that deſired teile above all men brea- 
thin 
While I flattered my fancy with theſe thoughts, an Accident, I little ſuſpe- 
Red, blaſted all my hopes in the Budd; it was this, Valentine (his Nuptiall So- 
lemnities paſt) takes an eternall leave of Pari, and. carryes his young Spouſe 
and Train to his owne habitation in the Country: I inquired of divers the 
= of his retreat, and at length, learnt it was in this County, ata Caſtle of 

is Maſters, not above four leagues from hence. I fumed and raged with de- 
ſpair for the loſs of my Lawrerta, without whoſe preſence I thought it impoſ- 
ble for me to live. Aſter the contrivance of a multitude of ſtrange deſigner, 
my Giturd'd Mind læan d to the reſolution of unpluming my Ambition, and im- 
| D 2 png 
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ping Love's wings with hers, and without farther delay I determined to relin- 
quiſh all hopes of advancing my fortunes at Court, and wander into theſe parts 
to gather the delicious fruits of Love. Not many dayes ſince I arrived at the Vil- 
lage where Valentine dwels, having diſguiſed my ſelfe in the habit of a Pilgrim 
at a Towne not far hence, where left all my Attendants, except the ſervant you 


ſa at my entrance into your Chamber. 


I made all choſe accoſted me believe I came a Pilgrimage from the Lady of 
Montſerrat , but I cheated them groſly, for I was then going a Pilgrimage to 
Loretta. Divers Women begs'd Beads of me, and I gave them very gay ones, 
I had furniſhed my ſelf with on purpoſe : At laſt I came to the Caſtle, where 
Valentine gave me a very courteous reception, and civilly returning many 
thankfull acknowledgements of my favour, accepted a Chaplet I preſented him. 
That done, I asked his permiſſion to give his Wife another, which he eaſily 
granting, I delivered one into her faire hand, in his preſence. 

The Sun by this time having run near half his Diurnall- race, he deſired me 
to ſtay and dine with him; which requeſt I eaſily conſented to, leſt (had I re 
fuſed his offer). he ſhould not have iterated his intreaty ; and I deſired nothing 
more than the opportunity of ſtaying in his houſe ; for want of other diſcourſe, 
he was very inquiſitive of my Name,Country,and the quality of my Parents,and 
I was no leſſe carefull in ſetting my invention at work, to forge out formall lies 
to pay his curioſity, 

Our refe&ion ended, I chang'd all our unneceſſary diſcourſes into matters 
of Religion, and talk'd of nothing but the Myfteries of Faith} of Penance and 
Miracles, ſo as he took me already for a ſmall Saint, that ſhould one day have a 
place in the Kalender: This good opinion made him not fear leaving me alone 
with his Wife, while he went to look after ſome buſineſs about his houſe. This 
—— was too precious to be let ſlip; fo preſently approached Lametta 
(who could not believe her own eyes ſeeing me diſguiſ d in that manner) with 
the modefty I had before put on I uſed theſe words: Would you believe 
(Madam) that Charity has made me take the boldneſſe to come and addreſſe 
* a ſupplication to you in behalfe of a man that's miſerably tormented by you, 
* and expects no relief but from your hand? I mean Franrion, whom your per- 
« fections have made your ſlave, and I onely deſire you in his name to ordaine 
« how he ſhall live hereafter. I wonder not you have taken this paines (replyed 
« Lauretia) for tis for your ſelf you intercede. Being in Pilgrim's Weed, I am 
* a Pilgrim (anſwer'd I) and fo the Pilgrim implores your favour for Framciom. 
Then I acquainted her with the violence of the Paſſion her Beauties had in- 
gendred in my thoughts, what infupportable flames my heart indur'd for her, 
aſſuring her I had not come into that Country, nor put on ſuch a diſguiſe, but 
onely to purchaſe the contentment of ſeeing her. 

She, who was ſubtill and quick in finding out matter of ingenious anſwers in 
my diſcourſe, immediately replyed ; Since you ſwear you came hither onely 
to ſee me, you would be the moſt faithleſs man in the world, if you ſhould 
s importune me to grant you any other favour greater. Hereupon repreſen 
ting to her the rigour ſhe treated me with in wreſting my ſpeeches before my 
face, to a ſenſe contrary to their reall meaning, I indeavour'd to make ber un- 
derftand ſhe would irrecoverably render me a Prey to the fury of Deſpaire, if 
ſhe vouchſafed me not ſome ſedain eaſe. The witry wanton, quite otherwiſe 
than I expected, ſeemed to be much diſpleaſed, threatned to tell Valentine who 
I was, and acquaint him with the occaſion of my journy : But I told her, thoſe 
Menaces could not difmay me much; for after the loſs of her fayour, that of 
honour and life was not to be feared nor valued. kar 

At the concluſion of this conference, ſome little glances of a kinder lookt 
perceived darting from my Miſtreſs eyes, new flames into my heart budded 
my hopes afreſh, and gave me ſome cauſe to think I might fare better _— 

red: 
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feared : And to deal truly with you, I proved ao falſe Prophet to myſelf; for 
having ſince opportunity to converſe with hex, the diſcourſe I eatertained her 
with (that would have tam d a Tyger, and mollified a breaſt of Steele) made a 
ſafficient impreſſion in her ſoul, which is not the moſt inflexible. But why 
ſhould I lengthen my ſtory with ſo many needleſs circumſtances? To be ſhore, 
I conquered my Conquereſs, and ſhe became no leſs dihgent than I to ſeek out 
opportunities to ſatisfie her deſires. 

Valentine(whom ſhe quickly poſſeſs d with very advantagious characters of my 
Piety and Knowledge in all Sciences) ſeeing I went not to viſit him, came to ſee 
me at my Inne, where my freedome and civility obliged him to diſcover me his 
grandeſt ſecret ; which was, he was troubled with the falling Evil; for, having 
married a young ſprightly Pariſian Dame, that had rather Sport than Spin, he 
— when Saturn is coupled with Venus, tis no propitious Conjun- 

ion. 

His myſticall complaint made me conceive at firſt, he intended to give me 
covertly to underſtand, either his principall piece lack'd ſteeling, or ſomething 
elſe was amiſs among his inſtruments that required my aſſiſtance; yet I ex- 
pected a further explanation of his tearms before I expreſs'd my thought. AFf- 
ter condoling his deficiency, and ſome conſolatory advice, he ask'd me very 
ſeriouſly, if (who had ſpent much time in Studies and Travel, and frequented 
the learnedſt perſonages of Europe) could not furniſh him with ſome receit pro- 
pu for the cure of his diſeaſe : It is not ſo much for my owne delight (continued 

e) that 1 deſire to ſee my ſelfe perfect in that Part, as for my 22 contentment z 
this is the onely conſideration diſquiets me, otherwiſe, for my owne regard, I am 
well enough ſatisfied with what 1 have. 

I d a pretty while before I returned him any anſwer, ſeeming as if I con- 
ſulted with my thoughts for ſome rare remedy ; at laſt a notable invention of- 
fering it ſelf to my fancy, I told him, All the Art of the famouſeſt Phiſitians 
the World could ever boaft of, could contribute nothinp=available irt tis di- 
ſeaſe, and there was no hope, but by the help of Magick, ever to raiſe his ſpirits, 
and procure the contentment he deſired. He (who is none of the moſt ſcrupu- 
lous Chriftian) preſently expreſs d a reſolution to put in practiſe whatever I 
ſhould order him, if I conceived my ſelfe skilfull enough in that art to do him 
good. So to poſſeſs him with an opinion, that none could be more knowing 
in that Science, than my ſelf, I ſhewed him divers pretty ſlights of hand, very 
naturall and familiar, which he took for grand Miracles, as to make a Ring 
ſtrike the hours (like a Clock) in the bowl of a Glaſs, and to turn Water into 
Wine with a Powder I had ſecretly conveyed into it. 

Then Fraxcioz related every particular circumſtance he injoyned Valentine; 
how (while the old Dotard was performing his ſuperſtitious Ceremonies, and 
drawing lines without the Caſtle) Lauretta and He had complotted to make 
Hornworks within: How his Man having played the Devil, and tyed Valentine to 
a tree, that he might not go back all night to the Caſtle, helped him up the 
Ladder, but was gone home before he came again out of the window, ſo could 
not help him when ke fell into the Tubb : Neither did he omit telling what 
hapned next morning to the Thief and Lanrettas maſcutine Maid | Karberiney 
as for Oliver, he mentioned him not, becauſe he was not acquainted with 


adventures, but of every paſſage he knew, he ſpared not to give his Bed-fellow 
an exact relation. 


By 
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By all this you may eaſily ſee his Conditions were very crooked, 
his heart perverſe and mervailouſly propenſe to all illicite pleaſures 
yet he was deceived by falſe charmes, and injoyed not the happineſſe 
he had promiſed his luſtfull thoughts, but on the contrary, was re- 

£duced to a very pittifull Equipage z which may ſerve as a Patterne 
and Inſtruction for thoſe that delight in ſuch diſſolute courſes, and 
make them acknowledge they are in the Path of Perdition. 


T be end of the firſt Book. 
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He deſire Franc ion had to repoſe his bruiſed bones, made 
bim intreat the Gentleman that — by his fide, to have 
= patience till next morning, if he de red any ether infor: 
: mation of his inge, or would move any queſtions 
concerning what he had recited : But when he was alleep, 
by his Companion, raviſhed with the ofthe leve- 
rall paſſages he had heard, was divers times ready to 
== wake bim with burſting into a loud laughter, yet his cour- 
tefy and civil to the ſtranger, cc ing with the violence of his Emo- 
tion, made him become ſo much Naſter of himſelf,asnot to give his Paffion any 
other vent than by an inward titillation. Reflecting upon the name of Fraxciov, 
he began to remember the perſonage he had frequented in his tender years: But 
his Actions and the lively deſcription of his humour gave better inſtructions to 
his Memory, than the lineaments of his feature, However he reſolved not to diſ- 
cover ſo fodainly the particular familiarities had formerly paſſd between them: 
At length wearied with variety of imaginations, he ſuffered his Spirits to ſubmit 
to the charmes of overcomming ſleep, which playing the gentle thief, ſoon rob'd 
him of both ſenſe and motion. | 

In another Bed in the ſame chamber, lay a certain old Woman, who tired 
with travelling on foot, had taken up her lodging there, before any other 
company arrived: By this time her firſt ſleep was ended, and ſhe had loſt the 
power, aſwell as the deſire of fleeping any more, when Francion approach'd 
the Period of his Narration; fo the perceived he was a ſervant to the faire 
Dame Lauretta, of whom no body could give a better accompt than her ſelf : 
and had not wearineſſe and ſleep barricado'd up her ears when he began his ſto- 
ry, ſhe might have learn't his name, which would have given her no leſſe cog- 
nizance of him: For ſhe had often heard him menti and ſometimes ſeen 
him at the Court. 

So not knowing who he was, the defire of being inform d, and the curĩoſity 
ſhe had to ſee his face, not onely hindred her repoſe, but made her leave her 
Couch and ſtrike fire (with a lietle tinder-box fhe bore about ker) to light a 
candle, which directed her ſteps to that ſide of the bed fhe oonctived (by the 
ſound of his voice) he lay. Had you ſeen het advance her crembling limbs with 
the candle in her hand, and no other covert than her ſmock, you would have 


fancied her a Skeleton that had borrowed motion from the powet of inchant- 
ment, 


- . i. 
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ment. Having ſoftly opened the curtain, ſhe turn'd down the cloath a little 
way, that cover'd his face, and viewing him by the help of her light, her Doubt 
ſoon turned into a Confidence, he was the ſame Francion ſhe had known at 
Court. 

The Beauties of Lauretta had pain'd fo intire a poſſeſſion of Francions 
heart, that though ſleep had made a ſeizure of this body, his active Spirits were 
agitated at this inſtant, with the thoughts of her in a dream ſo turbulent, as af- 
ter the proffer of three or four ill-ranged words, he ſtarted out of the bed. The 
old Woman ready to fink down with fear, withdrew a little aſide, and reſted 
her ſelf upon a chair, ſetting her candle upon a coffer by her. Fram: 10v, after 
ſeverall turnings to and fro, threw himſelf upon her, with theſe words, Ab 
my ſweet Lauretta, I have thee, I have thee, it ts impoſſible thou ſhould'ſt eſcape me 
n0Ww. 

The Gentleman (who waked at the noiſe the old Woman made to light 
her candle, though he would not ſpeak) fell into ſo violent a laughter, as made 
the bed ſhake under him. As for the old Woman, ſhe hugg'd Francion as 
amorouſly as he embraced her, and to anſwer his Careſſes, ſhe glued her lips 
to-his, glad ſhe had ſo bappily incountred one that did her a better turn than 
had been offer'd her ſince Venus loſt her Maiden- head; before whoſe birth (I 
believe by her furrowed face) the flower of her Beauty (if ever ſhe had any) 
was faded. 

But Francion's Bed-fellow ſtopp'd the current of her contentment ; for pul- 
ling away her kind Kiſſer by the hinder part of his ſhirt, he replaced him in his 
bed, and then, How Sir? (ſaid he) your Lauretta reſembles Uglineſſe it ſelfe, 
or elſe certainly you do not know her well, ſince yow take this creature for her. Ah 
Heavens (reply'd he, rubbing his eyes) let me ſleep, what it you talk of ? Lift 
uf your head ( continu d the other) and ſee who you have been embracing : How ? 
i/ no have I imbraced ? (anſwered Francion.) Do you not remember you held we 
boch. d a good while in your arms, ſaid the old Woman laughing and ſpewing two dif- 
calowred tei th, that ſtood in her month like 4 weather-beaten Battlement, or two re- 
mining Pinacles of an old ruined Steeple; Tes, tis true, you did imbrace and kiſſe 
Mt $00. | ; 

Frarciam viewing her as well as his drouſie eyes would give him leave, an- 
** {wered, © — — of what I have done to thee; ſor know I took thy 
Mouth for no Mater than a Sink, or Common ſhore, and being ready to diſ- 
** embogue, I approached thee, that I might ſpoil notbing in this room, but 
* caſt my Ordures in a place, whole filthineſſe and infectious ſtench admits of no 
*© increaſe ; *tis poſſible after a little time I ſhould have turn'd thee my Back- 
*« {ide too, and made thy Mouth my Privy: And if I did touch thy skin, it was 
e becauſe I took it for a piece of oldParchment, fit for no other uſe than to wipe 
** hole thy Noſe is not good enough to ſmell to. Ah Sir ( faid he, turning to- 
* wards the Gentleman) Will you perſwade me then I could ſhew. any kind- 
* neſſe to this old Biggin d ape? Don't you ſee ſhe has nothing in her but 
what's capable to.ftrangle Love and ingender Hate? Her haires are fitter in- 
** ſtruments for the Devills to dragg ſoules by into Plates Kingdome, than to 
** make chaines for _ to captive Lovers hearts. If ſhe continue much longer 
**1n this World, it is hecauſe they will have none of her in Hell, and the Ty- 
** rants that governe there are afraid ſhe is the Furie of the Furie. Have pati- 
** ence (anſwer'd the Gentleman) you receive no diſhonour for imbracing her; 
* Her eyes, more ardent than thoſe wandering flames are often ſeen in Marſhes 

and about Rivers ſides, have drawne'you iuto this Precipice ; the glutinous 
quality of that blearie humour overflowes them may ſerve for a ſufficient ex- 
cuſe of your deſire, if you had the miſchance to be caught for a while their 

** Priſoner. 131 
This diſcouſe drew the old Woman, with her candle in her hand, to the * 
ide 
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ſide, and made hen addreſo theft words tp Frencion, If you had conſidered 
am vous good 2 has been always ready to do you pleaſures 
at Paris; yauwould not have requited my Courteſie wich ſuch.injutious lan- 
« guage. Ah, ah, it is you then (anſwered Framciam, wich much - 
<* mazement}know vm very well; It's not a moneth yet fince I ua of 
* clap you made me get at.lictle /ames:. Admit you were pepper d (replyed 
Agatha) you ought. not to impute the: fault to me; as true ay, dis candle 
burns, the impudent little quæan ſuote to me, ſhe-wasas pure aa Hr of 
&« ant, you would ſay Orient (interrupted the Gentleman. *F is conkeſs'd 
« replycd Agathe) but it is na matter how I ſpeak, I underſtand: my ſelf. well 
. enough. ' 

This ſaid, · Agatha put her candle out. and returned ta her own Bed, leaving 
them to reſt till morning, which arrived, they all began to nile ag once. The 
Gentleman knowing Franc ion came but in a, Cart, adviſed him to fend is back, 
and offer d him a better conveniency to conzinue his journey; this 80 
accepted, be dismiſs'd his Conductor, with charge to tell no body whigher he 
bad brought bim: And after they had breakfaſed together, Agatha, to late 
the Genceleman, who ask d ber in private, hence ſhe came, and whither (he 
as then going; told him ſhe.came from Pari, and had taken that journey 
pur poſely to ſee Lauretta, andindeavour to purchaſe ſome graces from her for 
a young Excheequer-man infinuely enamour' d of her. Tis of profit 
<< makes thee darthis; ſaid the Gentleman: Yes Sir, reply'd he; x (con- 
n another ſhould promiſe thee a greater reward, would 
© thou not rather procure his contentment than tbe former a? This got de- 
nied, the Gentleman perſiſted, ** Let me conjure thee to decline this other ev- 
1 t. & endeavour to bring Lewrerre to my Caſtlo, here the ſhall ſee het 
Francia ſhe values above all, as thou wilt leara by her own expreſſi- 
* ons; If than ſt this ſervice, Ile give thee as large contentment as thy 
< own heart can wiſh, and take thou no further care, we] dedicate that day to 
Bacchus, andthe God of Love; nor ſhall there ought be wanting that may 
contribute to the compleating of our joyes, onely be ſecret, and diſcover not 
4 who Lam. Agatha promiſed to coin falſe money for him, if it were peedfull; 
and then returning to Fraxcien, ſhe fell into the diſcourſe of his affoctions: 
** Youdote upon à malicious ill-condition'd woman (ſaid ſhe) I am ſure La 
<« ,«1t4 would be no whit ſorry to ſee you drown'd, ſo ſhe had the cloathes': ſhe 
does nothin2 but for profit. That I have ſome reaſon to believe (xeplyed 
* Francion) for hearing me ſpeak of a faire Emerald I bad, ſhe begg d of 
* me, and after I promiſed to give it her, ſhe ſhewed me a kinder countenance 
© than before . In the ſtory I heard you relate laſt night, obſerved (cutinu- 
* ed Agatha} you ſaid a Maid made you fall from the top of a to the 
ground; queſtionleſſe 'twas by her Miſtreſs command, ſhe Os 
* a treatment, and perchance ſhe help'd hex too, ſhe's baſe enough to p&-45 
* unworthy things: Don't you perceive the impoſſibilicy ſhe pre 
* you to ſee her Miſtreſſe was an abſolute lie? She could have 


Fe tals mods 


4 ray + entrance into the Cattle _ by 2 , but onely 
to ſer a greater price upon vours by that imagmary dis 
bridge was — up (laid Francion) Læauld not get in any other WAY, . 
might have received you in the Caftle in the day- time, and bid yon in 
private corner, replyed Aga. That could not be contrived withour by 
ger, anſwered Francion, I perecive you love her ſo well (conunued Age 
you cannot belieye ſhe bas any harm in — think all the vert 
rable in one of her ſex, haveſo ori ſiad * lyes ip her ſoule, oy de- 


* fend her integrity, and hinder the approach of any vie. Perhaps 
* ceiveſhe is as pure a Vieginas when ber Mother brought her into gd. 
© dccauſe you know J alentiue is no 1 valam Combetant, 8s to force vn en-. 
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* entrance : But Ile cure you of this diſeaſe, and recount you the perſect ſtory 
** ofher life, that you may underſtand her humour, and know whit trade ſhe 
© drives. For, fince the weather is ſo foul, we cannot yet go forth, we muſt have 
** ſome divertiſement to quicken the Pace of Time. 

No ſooner had ſhe ſpoke theſe words, but the Gentleman bending bis ſteps 
towards her, acknowledged the courteſie of her offer, and aſſured her he would 
be very glad to heare her ſtories, for they could not be diſagreeable : So, after 
a little pauſe, and ſaying ſhe ſhould give them an account of her own, as well 
as Lawretta's actions, ſhe thus prepared their attention. 

I will not play the Hypocrite to you (Gallants) nor be nice in revealing 
my youthfull 4moxretts, in regard I find you are not Doſſer-headedHike divers 
others, and I know tis a glory for me to — followed the inſtinct of Mother 
Nature. You muſt take notice then, my Father, not being able to maintaine 
me alwaies at home, by reaſon of his great charge, and ſmall revenue, put me 
at fifteen yeares of age, to ſerve a Gentle woman in Paris, whoſe husband had 
ſome office towards the Law : In faith ſhe was the wicked ſt woman l ever ſaw; 
oh Heavens! how will you believe itHe that needed her, had been better he bad 
be wedg'd to a Gibbet, or chain'd to a ſeat in a Gallie, than link'd to her in the 
bonds of Matrimony, his ſufferance would not have been half ſo great: As ſoog 
as e*re ſhe could get ready in a morning, ſhe preſently went to play; & frolickt 
with her neighbour Goſſips. If my Mafter came in late from the Hall, twas to 
ſmall purpoſe to complain of emptineſs and hunger, ſhe never took care to pro- 
vide any thing for his dinner; for, becauſe her ſtomack was cramm d with j | 
and good drink,ſhe thought others were as full as ſhe. Beſides, if he began to 
give his tongue the liberty to expreſs his diſlike, he was forc'd to cloſe his mouth 
again immediatly, for fear of irritating her fury more; Elſe (he would ftan's ears 
with ſuch inceſſant rayling,as he muſt have put on the armour of Job's patience 
to endure it. Though twas the multiplicity of his occaſions often hindered him 
from coming home betimes, ſnee d ſcould, and ſay his drunken companions had 
made him ſtay bowzing in ſome ſcurry Cabaret. This would make him take his 
Cloak and goe dine abroad, but that made his cauſe ſtill worſe ; for ſhe uſed ſo 
to contrive the buſineſſe that ſome of her Goſsips ſhould ſend ſome unfuſpeRed 
meſſenger to watch whither he went, and then ſhe would begin to rante in theſe 
rermes : Tos fee my howſe us deteſtable to him, he never cares to come in t, neither to 
Bed nor Board & ſo continu d her clamours till ſome of her friends reprov d her. 

I give you leave to judge, if Thad not a pleaſant time in her ſervice; Heaven 
knows how often ſhe has made me ſup by roat, when ſhe had bin feaſting all day 
among her fellow-Bibbers, & how many thumps and pinches ſhe has given me, 
eſpecially if | ſer but a pin awry in her dreſs; and many times with a needle ſhe 
us d to hold in hand, ſhe would goad my armes when | leaſt ſuſpected danger. 
Once theKitchin-maid being out of the way at dinner · time, I was commanded to 
make an Aumelet, it being Friday, but becauſe I had put in one bad Eg, and ſome 
tallow fell by chance into the pan, my Mx. clapp d it like a masł all over my face. 
If I had not pleas'd her at any time in my work, when any of her Goſſips came 
to viſit her,] was the only ſubject of their diſcoutſe. My maid( ſaies ſne) does this, 
& ſhe does that ,as 1 am an honeſt woman ſbe f almoſt a perfect Devil, ſhe wants no- 
thing of it but the borns. Mine (anſwer d another of the Goſlips) exceeds her in 
wickedneſs Ile tell you ſome of her tricks: Then ſhe began to reckon up her Maids 
faults, among others, ſhe ſaid, whereas a Veſſel of wine uſed to laft 3. Months, it 
would not hold out two fince that wench had the key of the Cellar; that having 
a ſhrewd ſuſpition ſhe uſed to drink out of the Pot every time ſhe went to draw 
Wine, to be aſeertain d of her doubt, ſhe ſmear'd the inner ring of the pot-lid 
with ink, ſo the wench returned with a black creſſant on her forehead , which 
diſcovered what ſhe had formerly denied: If ſhe were ſent of an errand, ſhe 
was ſo fult of chat, as a whole dayes time was little enough for her to —_ 

the 
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the way home apaine, eſpecially if ſhe met with any idle fellowes that would 


hold her in diſcourſe of Love: This was our Miſtreſſes converſation when they 
met. . 1 — * a N „ 
But Ile aſſure you , when chance” conducted me into the company of that 
Maid, her Miſtreſs had ſo blazon'd, I wanted feither Tongue nor Memory to 
repeat her every Particular. "Then we took pur turns to prattle, having the 
portunity to condole each other's misfortunes, and we ripped up our Madam 
faults as faſt as they had ois Oh! tis a Soveraign Pleaſate to ſpeak ill of 
thoſe have given the offence ; and you may think we were hot ſparing of bur 
tongues. Wr aet fm {44h s -, 
Now I muſt tell you how, and wherefore I left that ſervice: My Miftteſs 
was very ſumptuous in her rayment, and her greateſt contentriient conſſſted in 
being gallanter than her Neighbours; ſo chat if ſhe ſaw a oe with a new 
Gown, or other toy alamede, ſhe was mad to have the like; this reduced her 
to comportments extreamly contrary to her diſpoſition; for ſhe was fore d to 
fawn and careſs her e to draw che Mar- 
row out of his Purſe. Ah my Dear my Minion (would ſhe ſay, ſmotheting 
him almoſt with throngs of kiſſes) Wilt thou alwaies cridure that little Bep- 
gers brat at the cotner of our ſtreet, who was taken not long ſince fowfing 
under a hedge, ſhould out- brave and ſcoff at me every dime ſtie meetꝭ we, as 
*« if I were nothing in cotnpariſon of her, betauſe ſhe bas a fingt Go) than F;? 
* Witt thou alwaies ſuffer me to look but like a Diſh- clont or a Maukin, to 
© her, and if Chance brings me into her company, E ſhould be taken for 
no better than her Chamber: maid? Doſt not thou her Huf- 
bands Profeſſion is not fo horiourable as think, ar d that ſhe is not worth, 
eat the utmoſt, twelve thouſand Francs, whereas thy Wife, if duly eſter- 
med, is better than fifteen thouſand IT have had never æ new'Gown for 
& Petticoat ſince my Wedding day, 1 prethee give me mony to furniſh my (eff 
ho-. ö I 4 , 1315404 
This was the diſcourſe ſhe made her Husband in her neceſſiries, and having 
learcied the trick to ſweeten him, and lult his minde afleep with pleafng 
Daliances , promiſing to recompence his liberality wich an obedient 6 
ſervance for the future, ſometimes ſhe obtain'd what ever ſhe defired of 
him. | 
One day, her vanity preſſing her to defire a Neck-lace of bigger Pearles than 
thoſe ſhe had, ſhe relolved to make recourſe to her ordinary flatteries ; but 
ſomething had put my Maſter in ſo froward ja humour, that he repulꝭ d her 


* 
. 


with ſuch terms as ſhe deſery d: finding faire language would prevail nothing 


with him, ſhe flew into another extremity, and began to revile him in the ba- 
ſeſt and birrereſt manner her fury could invent: She reproached him with v 
gratitude, telling him, had it not been for her, he might be glad to be received 
in a Hoſpitall, that the fortune ſhe brought had raiſed him from the Dungulf, 
and yet he refuſed to give her a petty ſumme of money to buy her neceſſang't 
Sheealled him Sonne of a Peaſant, and faid he was fitter to work day-worRmn 
the Vineyards (as he was bred to while he was young) than to be her 
This touch d him to the quick, and to revenge himſelf, ſomewhat he re 
The plain Country people, without fraud and'matice, were every whit 
as ſuch cheating Merchants as her Father was: Then he began to ſumme up the 
knaveries; uſuries and extortions of her Progenitors. Hereather' ra s ſo 
increaſed, that, ſetting her arms a-kemboll, and darting fte from eyes, 
How now Villaine (ſaid foe) art thou then ſo andacious, as to ene ill of hin whe 
took ſo mnch pains to purc haſe the eftete thou nom enjoyeſt H? by $. Bathara, 
Mere hants are a thouſand times more eſtimable than ſuch raſcally Proftors ue the 
art. T hou makeft thy boaſts among thy Pot- companions, that by thy- induſtry; thou 
haſt get the greateſt part of the Eſtate thow now poſſeſſeſt ; but thow lieſt ( falſe 
E 2 Traitor) 
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Traitor) al came from my deare Father, whoſe ſonle i now in glory: Ales f 
tinued be, with a fhowere of tear and man ingermittent Jobi) he never commit- 
— iſe £ rand an errour, as hats Lovin — — e with . 4 + 2 
hen having given ae hoy vent a 
2 to reproach his profeſſion fog bin eſe added any ee to the for- 
tune ſhe b . it La by cou —— ſcrewing pp his Olients; 
from theſe Genqralls the deſc 1 to the repetition of his particular Crimes in 
ſuch open tearmt, as had he been in the humour to have gone preſently ta con- 
felon, he needed L. Directory, than her tongue to inſtruct him whar he 
had to accuſe himſelf of before the Prieft. 
This was a good conveniencie; and it was but beating her 2 any great Ho- 
255 Eve (i he deſired to recall to his 11 0 | it would 
the labqur of peruſing the Miroic of ion. 
| a Country-fellow being in the Office with his Clerk, heard (among 
le charge ber Husband with cheating that gages man 
pay ſix Crounes for expedition of a buſineſſe that 
was not worth one. tre as Boldneſſe to big Raſlicigy, the we See huge: 
chafing into 75 5705 the diſpute was held, and with 
Ton Aaſter faid be). Reftore mo the fine ( Tones you tack. of we thi ather 
day more than wear doc Ile appeele La ph wifes teſ ima if I have net reaſ0r 
to demand it. dae having his mind ſufficiently per plext already, ee 
him no anſw filence m .the Cloyne cry loyder eee time m7 
frets hal her pag» oofing' zalpolt rent her dune wich brawling; and 
ring them jo eral fies abe e erence, > the flung out of the bart with. ſo 
face, as her have frigbued any that fixt their eyes 
upon her an 0e nn to follow er he 1 
abroad, al go: of my duty at that time, ——— her to 
houſe of here, where ſhe took full liberty to inveigh — the bale: — 
avarice of her husband; and concluded her railing with a Vow ſhe would be di- 
vorced from him. This Kinſmap, who underſtood the querks and malices of 
Law, in to commence, and proſecute the Sute. Atl , becauſe ſhe 
was a friend to him that fate at A time Judge in all ſuch Cauſes, ( 'of whom Ile 
ſay ng more, than that he was as honeſt a man as ſome others of his Cloth) ſhe 
obtain d a Writ of Separation. 
The Sentence paſſed thus in her favour,ſhe continued ſtill in the houſe where 
4 firſt 8 and received frequent Viſics of ſeverall ſpruce young Gallants : 
one of a very gentile and winning garbe, (after lending me cer- 
wp —— us ooks i in my Miſtreſſes chamber, that diſpleaſed me not) as I wai- 
an him downe with a Candle, offered to kiſſe me upon the ſtaires ; bur I 
thraſt him ſo 1 back as I perceived much diſ. ſatisfaction in his countenance 
my coyneſſe. A 82 dayes after he return d, and in recompence of his former 
Ele he convey d into my hand ſome Luardees's, which rendred 
me as — 1 28 4 Spaniſh Glove; not that I was ready to accord him 
the leaſt favour in the world; I mean onely, I felt ſomething plead an intereſt 
fashim in my inclinations. 
could have — affected me to much, as afterwards I percei- 
aan id, Fa range youn-Lunly — alk bad cu atinpdon 
telling me, en the opportunity o c 
fo, Woman breathing, if I would but leave my Wäre an go dwell with 
3 enough to make me ſpread my Plumes, and conceit my ſelſe 
handſomer than my Miſtreſs, ſince one of her own Pigeons left her Dove- 
—— to mine. And in effect, I remember ſhe was ſo jealous of me, 
** lired with ber husband, that one time the refuſed to take her recreation 
2 8 leſt in her abſence he ſhould have made me lie in the high 


You 
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- You laugb (Gentlemen do heaxe Ly us; who 7 . you bel 
| nos benll ja map yoonh 5 Np T9 75 6 2 che earth, 
now appeate all rugge ol furco IF 51 | 
there ſhould berergfore baye heen mo A W hed with all 1 
of Plants, and ename ll d with 7 ab wie dere By may it not as we 
be granted, that this face of mine, b ua in 555 os ET with a 
dry diſcolour d skin, bas i in my om. 
— Lew you yer alu e Fee Rin AnbLi>Fule 
paxes nothing ? al there Ul you my eyF5 Mere 
the Love-gads Arſenall, the 12 r "ou I , and the) J me 
ning was the Artillerie be u Cato quell as hearts: ad bee 
then ſa wile I might have had my Picture ans ” in ox 
ſtead now, to pre this Very ,which a) 1 Faro be Now 15 Gon; 
But alas! if I had it now: to Ir | 
my lovers eyer did for me, there * 77 of 15 5 Ne the 1g of 
thoſe attractions I then was Miſtre 4 
ver by the indulgence of nature! FER pol 
(Heavens be praſed) I me ſure there's 2 205 Fr 22 ſt 
of my deportments but my (elf, all my NY 50 
prick me qui a lodging inthe other world. 

She whok new the moſt of my affairs departed « one of — 1 dais as Dome 
Perritta, who accofted me at — Hal: She indeed fed me with 
ſplendid hopes as any Wench of my condition coo ever exp 
prayed me to come to her haulage fron 6] cogld ſ 
Miſtreſſe. This aſſurance of 


ſervice, od the very fame Frgok rok occaſion to Iw 
— indured me dar 5 of an hour long, 170 6 fone 


When I had pack'd up all my things, I tradg'd to finde Perratta 
— promiſes made me 2.7 12 B than an Epitome of Par ce 1 5 
— I was in that age of innocence. After ſome other rr in i her own 
Mother (faid I ta her) What i 8 the reaſon von 1 1 ö 
"all 4 — your ſelf, 12 yau lay you have e 8 
not you go ſerve this noble Gentleman, where you ſhall te pal A. 
** with good Clothes, great Cheer, and never work but when you life | 
« [love thee better than my ſelf (anſwered dae dns Ah! thou art * 
** ignorant creature. fee it is bar need thau ſhould o be i 
* my School; Did not I cell thee he loves thee? and of thou ſee Tam 
** no Bait for ſuch Fiſh, my time is faſt far Gallants Palars "He 55 
* young tender Bit, that — 7 him as well in Bed as at Board. ae 
ſbe began an Oration, in her School-cerms, full of perſwaſive Ar 
make me chaſe away chaſe. fand 2 of the Female Sex, Faere 
Shame, condemaing the foohſh ſcruples and niceties of ſame Women: a 3. 
eonclulion ſne repreſented me the Delights of Lave ſo feeliogly, as my 
tive Ears ſucking in all her Words, convaye * * 0 f 


* 
by convinc'd, I refoly'd to follow her ning ſhe could 
erte, ſince Age and Experience had 9 1 i Ar 
things. Fr 
Monſieur de la Fontaine ((0 that gallant Gentleman faiicied me Was 
failed not to come that afterng@on to Perretts's houſe, reſaly ng 
me. As { 


ſir, vl the jy executed the ” 
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All the while I ſtayed there in day-rime, he tifed me as his'fervant, and at 
night, to make me amends, he e me as if I had been his wife. There 1 leatut 
whar it was to lie with Men, and was ſorry for nothing I had · hot begun to taſte 
thoſe ſweets of copulation ſ60ner : Aﬀer a little time, I grew ſo wonted to theſe 
delights, that I could want them no more than Meat or Drink. The miſchief 
was, Monſieur de 1a Fontaine falling fick, I was enforc'd to ſuffet᷑ the rigour of a 
Faſt, thoagh I alwayes lay in the fame Bed with him; For, he faid he loved me 
ſo well, that if he onely touched me a little, he fancied he felt fome abatement 
of his paines,: But all this abated not the hear of my Deſires. At laſt, not able 
to containe my ſelf any longer, I reſolved to lend an eare to the importunate 
ab oh d a Valet in the Houſe, who was ſo ambitious, as to envie his Maſters 
priviledge,and deſire to be mounted on his Saddle. We were not long a forging - 
2 5 5 the Bonds of an Amorous familiaritie, & I found by effects, the Bravery 


and high quality of a, perſon are not the things a woman ought to look upon, 
when onely Her Heighrned appetite invites her to taſte the ſweets of Love ; for, 
that fellow with'his courſe üer ſlops gave me the injoyment of as much plea- 
ſure as his Maſter in his Satin ſuites.” | 

At length Aue de 1a Fontaine, recovering perfe& health, payed me to 
the fulf all bis Arreares of Love, and his Man never failed to do his part, when 
I could give him opportunity, ſo that my Field never lay fallow, and if it pro- 
diced no fruit, it Was not for want of tillage. 

I cannot tell what you mean, Francion, but by your geſture I conceive yon 
1875 at me: Do you wonder to hear me relate the naked truth? Is it poſſible 
that filly Modeſty, befit none but fooles, ſhould be eſteemed by fo brave and 

knowing a Gentleman as y r ee x 
The Diſcompoſure of my Couptenance (anſwered Fraxcion ) proceeds from 
nothing, but the exceeding ſatisfaction and delight that raviſhes me to beat 
you diſcourſe with ſo much freedom; and there remains nothing to compleat my 
contentment, but that you will haſten to acquaint us with the ſtory of Lan- 


1 
238 
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retta. 
| Every thing in its proper place (replyed Agatha) you ſhall have no occafion 
* to be weary, nor think me over tedious: Monfienr de la Fontaines Man having 


entered into my fayour by little and little, gain d a greater ſhare in my affections 
than Hl Maſter, in regard the equality of our conditions permitted me to ſpeak 
more familiarly to him and in the, I divided my heart no longer in two parts, 
but gave him intire poſſeſſion of the whole, 

I bad ſome inkling tha my Maſter, perſwaded by his friends to Jeave that 
courſe af life, was upon termes of Marriage. His deliberation made me con- 
triye a defigne for my own advantage, being in a manner ſure,when he brought 
hohe his Wife, ſhe would make him turne me ſhamefully out of doores. To, 
prevent this diſparagement, I reſolved to play him a ſlippery trick by ſlight of 
hand, that ſhould more than pay me my wages, and ſteale away with my pur- 
chaſc in che night.” Marſault, my beloved fellow · ſervant, acquainted with my 
interitions, was rp) ming to aſſiſt me in the attempt: ſo, as the Fates 
"would ba ve it, our Maſter, a few dayes after, was ſolicited to take a thouſand 
Lives in part ofa Mortgage of ſome Land he had then in his hand; This mo- 
ney I ſaw him tell piece after piece, and diſcovered (bis houſe being not very 
well fufniſhed) he was content to truſt it in the-drawer of a Court-cup- 


—— — — 
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Fbiſune continued her ſmiles as favourably as T could deſire in this Occur- 
"retice, for he was invited+hat" night to ſupper at a Country-gentleman's houſe, 
a 80 zug league from his own. As ſoon as we thought him ſure, Aarſault turned 

rae 


rd, and Saving taken out a board bebinde, drew all the mony our, 
ds mended it againe the beſt he could; And for my better ad vat 
0 Fer. it was almoſt all Gold: ſo I could eaſily put the whole ſumme in = 

X. ut 
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About Nine a clock at night, we went both into the Garden, to eſcape out at 
the back-doore, and AHarſasit was already forth, when I heard my Maſter 


knocking at the fore-gate i the fear of being followed and ſurprized, made me 


ſhut the Garden door, and run back into the houſe to let him in, and left the 


Money ſhould be found about me, I ſtole — and hid it in a, 


Vineyard within our incloſure, where ſeldome any to enter. Next 


morning my Maſter feeling in his Cup-board,and not finding what he left there, 


he thunder'd moſt terribly about the houſe, and at laſt underſtanding his Man 
had been abſent ever ſince the night before, he had no ſuſpition of any body 
elſe but him: For my part 1 conceived Marſault, not daring to returne home, 


ſtayed ſomewhere thereabouts expecting my — 4 But twas impoſſible 


for me to follow him ſo quickly tor, then I had quitted che reſolution of going 
away without my Maſters leave; However I indeavour'd to haſten my depar- 
ture, and to that purpoſe one = told him, 1 heard he was upon the point of 
Marriage, which effected I could not remaine any longer in his houſe. p 

After a little faint, denyall he conſented to my leaving him; and I believe 
he was glad I made the firſt Motion. Both parties agreed, I went one night to 
MBE up my treaſure, and next morning fairely took my leave. With what m 
Maſter gave me, and | had purchaſed by my own induſtry, I chought my 2 
exceeding rich, and my Rendez-vous was at Perretta's houſe, where I was re- 
ceived with much joy and courteſie. When ſhe underſtood what had, 
ſhe counſel d me to make uſe of that, as a bait to draw in more ſuckCuſtomers, 
and made me put my ſelf in the habit of a Pamoiſelle, which (ſhe aid) made 
me look like a little Nymph of the Woods. Oh Heavens | how glad was I to 
ſee my ſelf trick d up in uch gay rayments, and have alwayes ſome young 


lants addreſsing their courtſhip to me, as if I had been — of high 55 | 


But the preſents I received were not of ſuch Value asto ay our 
which were great as well for Diet as Houſe- rent; Beſides Perretts would have 
the happineſſe (as well as I) to play the Gentie Woman a little before her death; 
So that in ſhort time I ſaw the end of my Gold, and had nothing to live on but 
my bare induſtry. | 
One evening Perretta condoling with me the Calamities of the Times, we 
heard a\buſtling in the ſtreet : Her curioſity carried her to the Doore to ſee 
what the matter was. But ſhe admired, when a man running as faſt as his leg 
could beare him, put into her hands a Velvet Cloak lined thr with a ri 
Pluſh, without ſpeaking a word to her; I thought it was becauſe he knew her 
for her fame was ſufficiently ſpread about the City, and in all the Academics of 
Love ſhe was the Lamp that gave light to all Women of ber vocation. 
The Pawge ſhe had received thus by chance was extreamly-welcome, and we 
fell preſently to ripping it by Candle- light, leſt it ſhould be knowne when we 
carried it to the Frippery: We hop d the money we ſhould get for this pur- 
chaſe, would, beſides relieving our preſent neceſſities, furniſh us with an indiffe. 
rent ſtock to maintain us till more came: But next day, as we fate talking 
with an honeſt map, that often uſed to viſite us, we heard one knock below; 
the Maid had no ſonner open'd the doore, but in ruſh'd three ſturd s, 
and asked for the Miſtreſſe of the 'houſe : She hearing chem; inquire for her, 
went down to know their buſineſs ; one of them preſently ſtepping to her, ſaid, 
Pray reſtore me the Cloak, I delivered you laft-night, as 1 paſſed by this way. Per- 
retta not willing to part with ſuch a prey; denyed ſhe ever reteived any C 
of tim, and faid ſhe knew him not ſo well to tałe any thing from his bands to 
keep. This made them word it high, and raiſe ſuch a Tintamarre, as invited me 
to deſcend to know the cauſe of chat diſorder ;, but coming into the entry, I 
preſently knew one of the three demanded the Cloak, was my former friend 
Marſault; ſtartled, and in ſome confuſion at the light of him, I retrea 
hid my ſelf, fearing to be diſcovered by him. Meantime, the conteſlation 
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ſo hot, as the chief Officer of that ward, receiving notice of the difference, came 
thither with his guard, not ſo much to decide the quarrell. as to get his ſhare of 
the Booty. Obſerve but this paſſage a little, and how juſt this Man of Juſtice. 
was. Thoſe that contendeu with Perretta were Thieves, and he knew them to 
be no better, yer he th to affir me the Cloak, they had ſtollen, belonged 
rthem, as ifir had bet i Prize taken from aw Enemy, and condemned Per- 
rettato reſtore it them: So ſhe (Knowing the power of that officer in thoſe 
parts, and How much it concerned her to gain his good opinion) would not 
provoke his i! ion by appealing from his ſentence; but confeſſing ſhe 
had, indeed, received a Cloak, ſhe declared (to avoid further diſpute) ſhe was 
— to render ſuch fatisfuckion for it, as he ſhould ordain, though of the 
Cloak itſelf it was impoſſible for her to make reſtitution, having already ſold 
it; and if he, and the three Souldiers (who laid claim to it) would accept of an 
entertainment at her houſe, they ſhould be very welcom, and ſee the ſpending 
of all the motey it yeilded her. | 

Small invitation ſerved their turn, they conſented to the firſt motion, and 


were ready, without further delay, to accept the offer: The Maid was preſent , 
ly fent to p Aces hkely to farniſh, in a moment, wherewith to cover a table: 
Mean time, I faw Marſault come into the Room where I was, I chang'd 


my colour in one inſtant, oftner than a Cameleon could do all his life, and for 
my further mie, be, that ſate talking with me, went away, ſo I was inforc'd to 
entertain that ſtaid. 
Marſault r d me with attentive eyes, and obſerv d my actions and tone 

h an aſtotiſfiment not ordinary; For he began to harbour a conceit I was 
the ſame er whom he had formerly contracted ſo familiar an acquain- 
tance, but my change of habit made him diſtruſt his jadgment. At our meal there 
was no ſpate of Liquor, & dur Gueſts, drunk into kinder humors, ackno 
themmfelves fully farisfied ofPerret2448,becauſe our Profeſſions had need of each 
others ſu pore wetyedour ſelves by mutuall Oaths, to preſerve an inviolable a- 
mity, und vourable aſſiſtance to eternity. This done, they retir'd to their own 
habitations, and next day MAarſault faild not to return with five of his compa- 
nions, in better? equipige than thoſe I had ſeen the day before: Aſter ſome 
diſcourſe of indifferent fubjeRs, taking me a little aſide, Tas bat in vaine ( ſaid 
he) for you to ndr av ont to roneedle your ſelſt, I know you well enough. To which 
I pre re yed, Ir never was my intent to keep any thing ſecret from his 
knowledpe; and he muſt excuſe me, if the precedent day I made him no adreſ- 
ſs; nor diſcoveted hit my condition, in regard | thought it not ſo convenient, 
becauſe of the other perſons then preſent. Satisfied with this Reply, he began 
ro examitie me what I had done with our Maſter's mony : I ſuſpecting he would 
urge that queſtion whenſoever he found opportunity, had prepared confidence 
cho to make him believe AMonſieur de la Fontaine, after much ſearch, fin- 
2 in my Coffer, had taken it againe from me, and afterwards turn'd me 
out of doores: As for my preſent condition, it required no admiration, for he 
mig 4 how1 put tny ſelf into that gallant garb, and which way I 
* — in an iriſtant were we reconcil'd, and the knot of our friendſhip being 

de faſter d than ever, by the renewing of our mutuall embraces, he took 
his turn to ſpeak; and — — particular account how he came to Para, 
ard what manner of life he had choſen ; He told me, being no longer able to 
p arid fubje& his ſpirit to the ſtern commands of fevere Maſters, he met 
th 2 gallant man of his o Country(one of choſe I aw.) who had. inſtructed 
binn to feek (as de did mſelf) occaſions of adventures night and day, and robb 
all they cord: and in farther vindication of his proſeſſion, he aſſured me, there 
eat mmnbers of Blades tn Paris, that ituved by no other trade, and had 
| marks among themſelves, that diftingaiſh'd them from others: as to 


weare 
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weare all red Cloaks, low Collars, their Hats truſs d up on one ſide; and 4 
plume of Feathers on the other, whence (and not improperly) the Vulgar 
impoſed upon that Fraternity the name of Plumers. Their exerciſe by day- 
time, was to wander about the ſtreets, and create quarrells upon nothing, put- 
poſely to try if they could handſomely tich a Cloak among the confuſed mul- 
titude: In the night they had other different wayes of keeping their hands in 
practiſe Some of them had the induſtry to infinuate themſelves into compa- 
ny, inticing thoſe they met to ingage in play with them, and then win their mo- 
ney by new invented Cheats; and they had the Policie to keep fo faire a Corre- 
ſpondence with the Miniſters of Juſtice, as they very ſeldome under. went any 
diſgrace or puniſhment, unleſſe they encountred ſome powerfull Adverſary that 
ba his Purſe better lined than theirs. In ſumme, after he had acquainted me 
with the chiefeſt ſecrets of their conſortſhip, I took the liberty to ask him if none 
of them apprehended hanging: © Scarce any of us (anſwered he)ever ſuffer ſuch 
** a thought to harbour in our minds, we fear not to aſſiſt oft - times at the exe- 
e cution of ſome of our own Camarades; for, nothing dazles our eyes, 
* nothing is capable of moving our hearts, ſo much as the ſacred thirſt of Gold, 
* aor are our conſiderations bent to any thing but ſeeking wherewithal to ſpend 
© our dayes in delight; If any of them chanc d to be made dance ith rope, they 
thought him happy to be ſo freed of the care and trouble attends the miſerable 
indigent. *© We are for the moſt part (continued he) Servants of all ſorts of 
qualities, that will ſerve no longer; And beſides, among us there are divers 
* tradeſ-mens Sons of the City, who not willing to contein themſelves within 
* the narrow bounds of their Father's mean conditions, have made themſelves 
** Brothers of the Blade, thinking the repute and garb of Sword men, would 
* conduce much to their Gefltility; and after the expence of what they had in 
* poſſeſſion, and their Parents deniall of further ſubſiſtence, uſed meanes to be 
* admitted into our Society: Nay, I will tell you more (and what your Judge- 
“ment perchance will hardly give you leave to credit) there are ſome Nobſe- 
** men of ſo high quality, as (for reſpect to their dignities) I ſhall forbeare to 
name them, who —— in our courſe of life, diſdaine not oft · times to 
keep us company, and uſe our Nocturnal exerciſe, onely with this difference, 
* We diſ-mantle all ſorts of People, Fortune directs into our hands, and they 
* ſcorn to attaque any but perſons of quality, eſpecially ſuch as ſeem able to re- 
* {iſt and bear the marks of Courage in their countenance, purpoſely to make 
* trial of their skill at Arms and Valour. Vet they do take Cloaks too, and glory 
ein having gotten ſuch a purchaſe at the point of their ſwords; for which gal- 
* lantry,they are called $:/k-ſnatchers, whereas we (who lurk in Corners, and 
prey upon all Paſſengers without diſtinction) have the generall appellation of 
* Cloak-twichers. , 

When Marſault bad aſſured me of the truth of this Relation, I admired the 
Brutality and Baſeneſſe of thoſe Noble-mens ſoules (unworthy of the Dignit 
and Rank they held at Court) who patroniz'd . that Vice, by cloathing it with 
the Livery of a remarkable Vertae. The Plumers and Filow, methinks, were not 
ſo blameable,in regard their End was onely to preſerve themſelves from Want; 
they were not ſo vain nor fooliſh to cry up unwarrantable victory, gained over 
perſons aſſaulted unawares. : 

in ſumme, Perretta having gained their acquaintance, became their 
Receiver, and concealed the Goods they ſtole, retaining a part to 
her ſelfe, which ſerved to maintaine us. The Commiſſary of the quar- 
ter connived at this correſpondence, though the Neigbours importuned him 
without ceaſe to unneaſt us, for, the ſhare we allowed him of our profits, was 
— ſo inconſiderable, but it contributed much to the warming of hs Kit- 
chen 

During this intelligence, we played a number of admirable Cheats, ſtill 
F _ ſqueezing 
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FEares inte bis Heart; yet his paſſion was nothing in compariſon of thoſe 


ſqueezing one or others purſe ( maugre all reſiſtance) to pay the exceſſive ex- 
pence of our continuall diſorders : I ſhall onely trouble you with the relation 
of one, which (I dare ſay) —— not grudge the time to bear. The deſigne 
had its ſource and conduct the Invention of Marſault, whoſe Practiſe had 
rendred him one of the ſubtileſt and moſt exquiſite Rogues, among the Bandes of 
Rowgets and Griſens, ſo the Companies of his Profeſſion, for diſtinction, ſtyled 
themſelves: He continued making uſe of me as oft as deſire invited him, and was 
not Jealous though others injoyed the fame Priviledge, ſo it brought him in 
Profic, and none the Promoter of their Pleaſures but himſelfe. From all parts 
of Paris he procured me Cuſtomers, and none of the meaneſt ſort, he ſcorn'd to 
faſten his fancy upon common Preyes ; His ayme was alwayes at the faireſt 
Marks, and to bring me into the moſt beneficiall Practice; as you ſhall ſee by 
the ſequele of this Narration. 

Chance conducting Marſauit to take a lodging in the ſuburbs of St. Ger- 
main, where a young Engliſh Gentleman had entred himſeife in Penſion ; after 
ſome handſome inſinuations as Prologues to their acquaintance, the ſtranger 
took occaſion to ſay, he ſaw no ſuch beautifull Women in France as in his 
Country. Marſault, deſiring no better than to finde his inclinations that way 
bent, cunningly replyed, They hide themſelves at Paris in their owne homſes, like 
T reaſures of high value, that are not to be expoſed to every vulger view. This an- 
ſwer giving the young Gentleman confidence enough to ask if he knew any of 
thoſe eminent Beauties: Ile e you the handſomeſt my eyes ever yet beheld ( cou- 
tinued Marſault) but he maintained by ane of the greateſt Noble-men of the 

oxrt. This ſaid, he invited him to take a walk, — by the way, a thou- 
nd Mervails of my Perfections, and at laſt bringing him through our ſtreet, he 
ſhewed him where I dwelt. The Plot was fo cotſtriw d, that he was forced to 
make at leaſt ten or twelve ſeverall journeys before he could ſee me at the win- 
dow, (for I looked not often out) and when I did appeare, I choſe the advan- 
tage of the Evening;ſo that the poor Engliſh man, already pre-poſſeſſed with an 
opinion of tranſcendent Beauties, and not able, at that diſtance, to diſcover b 
twy-light, the defects of my face (if it then had any) believed me the perfe&teſt 
of all Nature's handy-works. Marſault perceiving the Fiſh begin to bite, as 
they returned home, This Lady and] (ſaid he) are not ſo nnacquainted, but thas 
foe acknowledges me her kinſman, where ever I chance to ſee her. This preſently 
bred a curioſity in the Stranger, to ask him if he went not ſometimes to viſit 
me, and if he might not have the favour to accompany him to my lodging. 
How Sir (replyed Marſault) I can ſcarce obtain that Priviledge for my ſelfe ; for 
the Noble-man, whoſe Miſtreſſe ſhe us, though he loves her as his ſoule, is ſo ex- 
ceeding jealous, as the leaſt action ſhe does, is obſerved by the Spies he has over her, 
which hinder her from conver ſing with any bodie, eſpecially in private: Beſides, if 
jon harbour any hopes of purchaſong a place in ber affettion:, I believe yow'l not 
finde it ſo feaſible as you imagine, though your merit (I muſt confeſſe) i 
infinite; for, ſhe has already lodged her heart too well, ſo ſodainely ro re- 
move it. | 
This difficulty added fewell to the fire, and rendered my young Gallant more 
importunate ; No day paſſed but he went the Rownd about my houſe, as if he 
came to view the Walls, and take it by aſſault. Ar laſt, after ſome inſtructions 
how to play my game, as my new Amoriſt walked gazing towards my window, 
I ſtill would ſome occaſion to be peeping out, and anſwer his looks with 


ſuch — — as if I had been ready to reſign my Life to Love. One 


day Mar/anlt ſtaid on _ to diſcourſe with me at the door, knowing his 


Camarade was not farre off, and as he paſſed, Pray Who is that Stanger? (laid 1 
aloud) He 4 very compliat Gentleman. 
This word (which he o're-beard) conveyed its pleaſing poyſon through his 


flames 
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flames he felt corment his breaſt, when Marſunit being returned to his lodging) 
told him I inquired more particularly of him after he was gone by, that i ex- 
pteſfed ſuch contentment in feeing him, as I alwayes took gecafion to ſtand at 
Window abou: che houre I had obſerv'd bim walk that way. This is a faire 
beginning for your love (continued he) perſiſt at all adventures, I'me confi- 
dent F can contribute ſomeehing co the advancement of your Intereſts. My 
Engltfh man, drunk with contentment, knew no other way to expreſſo his joy 
ant chiankfufneſle at preſent, but by oſten iterating his embraces and careſſes 
to Marſault; who, to begin to feather his Neſt, deſited his Hoſt to give qut, 
he owed him fifty Crowns for Diet and Lodging: This fellow (the Hoſt ) kept 
a Cabaret, and went a ſhare with the Filow, when they inticed their Gu4r in 
there to drink, and be cheated of their money at play, or forced to part with it 
upon harder terms; fo there needed no great intreaty to wake bim grant ſuch 
a requeſt to one of his own Society. All thus agreed, as Marſault was con- 
verſing with the Engliſh-man, the Hoſt, wich a feigned ſeverity, came and told 
him; he had prefent occaſion for the fifty crowus he owed bim, and be muſt, 
and ſhould pay him: Marſaslt replied, he had money enough to diſchargs 
ten times ſuch a deht, but could not command it at preſent; with this the Hoſt 
felt a yapouring and ſwearing, he would be fool'd no longer, he ſhould! pay 
him his money, of he would ferch thoſe ſnould lay him fait enough. When be 
was gone out of the Room, Marſault pretenting to be afraid he ſhould bring 
Serjeants to affronthim, deſired the Engliſh . man to aſſiſt him ia that extrę· 
nity, aud without much difficulty, obtain d the fall ſumme he demanded, pro- 
- mifing in very ſhort time to return it, and threatning to be tevenged of his 
Landford for reducing him to ſuch an exigence : But, in conſideration of the 
grand favour he 'acknowledget from his courteſie (after contenting that un- 
ciyilt feſtow's greedioeſſe) he ſaid he would make a ſtep to my houſe to ſound 
me once again, if my heart might not be rendred ſenſible of any other flames be- 
ſides his, whom he knew I loved already. ny 
Ar his return, he made the poor Foole believe, he bad ſo prepared the way 
for him to my minde, as he ſhould finde me intireſy diſpoſed to contract a 
perfect Amity with him, aſſuring him I deſired nothing more than the injoy- 
ment of his converſation. Then he told him, he would do himſelf much right, 
ard advance the atchievement of his defires, if he ſent me ſome pretty Preſent, 
as a Diamond-botkin to put in my haire, which he had obſeryed I wanted; for 
(nid he) Women in this country are of a craving diſpoſition, and incli to 
love thoſe beſt that fpend moſt, & chatm them witch the greateſt gifts. This paſ- 
ſionate Stranger went preſently to buy what Aarſanlt bad him, and intruſbed it 
in his hands to bring me, with promiſe he ſhould ſee me wear it, when be fonnd 
convenience to conduct him into-my preſence. Mean time, at night, my Gal- 


lant thinking Muſick might help to mollifie my heart, would needs entertain me 


2 


with a Serenade, and _ learn'd to ſcratch three or four ſarry tunes 
the Lute, he plac'd himſelf under my window, and * 
croak d out this ridiculous Ditty, in ſuch an accent, as I never more 
co refraine laughing, 


Faiv wild mi find a cure for pains mi feel, 

but mi can none obtaine, | Nik bhi) 
For de fare fv poſſeſ de cart of mi jv 

125 al fall of diſdaine. 


I never had better ſport than at the ſimple eagerneſſe of this fond fottainer,and 


receivin 


the door. Where he accoſted me with ſuch over-· action in his complements, as it 


was no eaſie task for me to keep my countenante. He underſtood 0. French 
F 2 very 


ice next day what time he was to viſite me, I waited his cotung at 
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very well, nor I his Fuſtian Language; ſo our diſcourſe was a perpetuall Ner- 
ſenſe: When he made me tenders of his affection, I thought he had reproached 
me the rich Preſent he had ſent me, Vet I was not ready to return it him: When 
I applauded his Merits, he anſwered me, if Paris had afforded a fairer Diamond 
than that he ſent me, it ſhould have been at my ſervice. _ 

At length Marſault taking upon him the office of Trucheman, ſaved us both 
a labour, and made us better underſtand each others meaning, telling me in two 
words, That gallant Gentlemas | ſaw,was read) to die with Love for me: And af- 
ter had replyed, he told the Stranger, Above all vices in the world I abhorred 
the fin of Ingratitude, and ſhould be ready to anſwer his affection, ſince it was 
accompanied with ſuch incomparable ornaments of Nature, and inward Perfe- 
ctions, as had rendered my Soul his Captive. 

Juſt at the cloſe of this Diſcourſe, Perreita coming out of her Chamber, ſaid. 
in an angry tone, as if ſhe had been offended at my ſtay, (ome hither, who dot 
von ſpeak with there below ? 1 am talking with my Couſin (anſwerd I:) they in 
a dejeRted manner, that betrayed ſome fear, I preſentiy bade adieu to my reall 
Servant, and feined Kinſman, who( after their departure) failed not to tell this A- 
moriſt, ſhe whom he heard begin to chide, was an old Weman the Noble- 
man had hired on purpoſe to guard me, and if he pretended ever to make a 
Conqueſt of ſo precious a Treafire as my Beauty, he muſt indea vour to charm 
that ſleepleſs Dragon, which he thought not impoſſible, if he blinded her with 
ſome Crowns of Gold. The Bands of his Affection were ſo firmly tyed, that he 
eaſily conſented to looſen thoſe of his purſe : So the next day {returning with 
Marſault, and finding Perretta at the door, ſhe had no ſooner declared y way. 
of diſcourſe, that ſhe was much ſtraitned for want of money, and knew not 
on a ſodaine where to borrow any, but he offered to bring her dnp Fra 
much as her occaſions did require; and in effect, e ntly to his 
lodging, fetch h her an hundred Livres, which was about the ſumme ſhe told 
Marſault (he wanted. After he had counted it to her in her Chamber, he 
whiſper'd- Marſault in the ear, and bade him remember his buſineſſe; and he 
having diſcourſed a while in private with Perretta, returned him this pleaſing 
anſwer, that overcome by his courteſie, ſhe was re olved to faile in the fidelity 
the had promiſed to a great Noble. man to comply with his deſires, and give 
him the opportunity of enjoying me, if his paſſion could diſpenſe but with ſo 
many houres delay as the Sun required to compleat his next dayes courſe. 

Fhe time for this amorous appointment being expired, my Lover came to our 
houſe, artired(I think I might ſayrired) with a ſuit covered all over with very rich 
Gold lace : For, though the King had forbid his ſubjects rhoſe ſuperfluities, he, 
who was a ſtranger took pleaſure in ſuch Gayes, on purpoſe to be the more no- 
ted by wearing Cloathes out of the Common Made. All his body was moſt cu- 
riouſly ſpunged and bath d in perfumed waters; for, imagining he was to lye 
with the Mitre ofa Grandes, accuſtomed to the ſumptuous treats of high 
—— he thought he muſt not accoſt her in any meaner way, leſt he ſhould 

deſpiſed. - When we were together in the Bed, I muſt confeſſe I did not ob- 
ſerve the Precept Perretta and Marſault gave me, which was not to impart 
the fift and laſt favour of Love, nor ſuffer my Amoriſt to exceed the Priviledge 
of theſe foure Preparatives, Seeing, Speaking, Kiſſing and Feeling: For (why 
+ ſhould I diſſemble?)I conſider d not ſo much the profit they aſſur d me I ſhould 
reap, by counterfeiting a nice unwillingneſs, as the pleaſure I then felt, tickling 
and provoking my appetite to the free injoyment of thoſe Delights the heat of 
Love communicates in ſuch encounters. Beſide, the curioſity I had to try if there 
were more contentment with a Forreiner than a Frenchman ; this Gentleman 
was ſo fair, fo ſweet, and had ſo delicate a skin, that 5 faith) I muſt have been 
leſs humane than a Tygreſs to refuſe making hi? Needle touch the Paits point 
food towards, with ſo much vigorous ſympathie.. 6 9 

ur 
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to aue me, and er nabe 4 gerte Raſcall here come le with you, which us 4 
favosr T could not Nee of yonr Tadeſpip, til yon ſaw my Paſſion was growne to. 
the he of extremity. What an affront 1s this to a perſon of Honour ? Ha ! Towle 
repeut it at leiſure * Do b worrow Ile ſend ro fetch away all the Goods I bad given 
you. and you will finde it no eafie matter to ment with one will maintaine you at that 

f 1 did. While he watked vapouring in this manner to himſelf, Perretta 

I flank both out of the room, 45 Ache fear of his fury bad bidden us ſeek, 
Jon own ſecurity 1 ght. 1 & 

Then addreſſin Nel to the poor drangen. yew MY. Villain ſaid he) 
I ſhall teach you 7.65 IO corr apt Women 5 in this nat hreilay bold on him Steward, 
and ſecure him here till to morrow morning, and then Ile mate him. ſtretch for bis 
vinworthineſſe. Ali b;Sheurttmay (replied the frighted Forreiner in his broken 
language) Mi com 7 de antique & int ofe Cotes, de creat fadergrand of tis per- 
ſone of mi hat Leon hit lh e ih ro ith wor as feif Bui der ris for te ſervu of bu 
Prites ; and mi will of vn to der. What impa dente is this ? (anſwered my up- 
ſtart Lord in great! ndiphation) Chew challenzef we, Raſca auff thou deſerve 
fo be wounded by m Weapons | ve if thou wert wot deſtined tu die pon Gill 
I would make thet he with the upper Scaltiow of” Kitehen. My Git 
Amoxiſt in the mean time, ook ed af about to ſee e his clothes were laid, 
believing if the Lord faw bim in that ſumptuous Apparelh, be would judge 
more favourably of His quality, and ſet a higher value upon the jewel of his ho- 
nour by the coftlineſfe of the Ciſe. Bur before be had ſeatched round the 

chamber, the ſwaggering Plumer 1 was gone, leaving the naket Lover locked in 
with him that re reſeted the Lords Steward: there was no (likehhood ha 
ſhould, finde what he ſought, for when Perretma and I ſeemed to run a 
frighted out of by chambet, we cleared the room of all lay near our hands, — 
carti 4 — e Garret, where we took Sanctuary. 

lumeleſfe Pigeon, g his life was in extrenmetdanger - addreffed 

mane 1 of fügte one to him that was intruſted as his Saratgl ler him ge: 

e ſterne Steward anſwer d, if he ſnould commit that fault, he ne re muſt 

e in his Lords preſence. more, and ſo all the hopes he bad of recom- 

my his former ſervices would be loft. This made the Priſoner ſeck his 

pay! with, more diligence than before, to take ſome mony out of his Brees 

and offer him: But findin ing none of Bis veſtments, he {tripped a Bracelet 

5 curious round Peirles from his Wriſt, and ſaid he would give him that in ac- 
* of his favour, if he would reſtore him his liberty: Sir ( anſwe· 

iſe Sreward, accepting hisPrefent) Ir nor the value of your Gift can 

maus my heart to decfine from my ſword obedience, but the high merits Ic 

in 7 perſon, oblige me to the reſolution of complying with your deſires ; for Ne 
aſſure you, what / T5 receiyed from your hand, will not coumervaile the Tube 

of that I might expect from my dr bounty, if I betrayed bim not, as 1 ſhaltby 
releaſing you ; LA Ile venture his diſpleaſure, and ſer you cleate of this 
Hoe, But to marrow Jou muſt not fail to leave” thit City, and return with al 
poſſble ſpeed into Jour own," owngr.y,for if Jon linger any time in France, he authority 
7 the perſon you-bave offended is ſogreat in every Province, thar ſpould pon have 
the n to be apprehended you Will fixd not hing capable to expiate your cn 


in. man contenting himſelf with a paire of pitifull tattet d 

— de rr eo in the dirt as 1 went) glad he was got 1 the open 
ran with, 11 mach haſt to his 16dpin — if all the Hangmans Hell- 

a had been at his heeſes, Next morning Fear repreſenting the Danger 
e incurre by ſtayin ing any longer in Paris, hide bits remove his Quar« 
ters, and begin his march for England; where being arrived, I am confident he 
made his bra gs bow he had e one of the World's rareſt Beauties, Mi- 
ſtreſſe to a Principal Noble · man of France: Me thinks I heare with * 
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phaſis he related the adventures of his amorous ſtealths. eſteeming his money 
well employed, and deſiring ſo æemarkable «Hiſtory ſhould be eternized by the 
Pen of ſome famous Author in a new Romance. 

All thoſe, who had aſſiſted in the management of this Cheat, had their 
due (hares of the Cake, but I alone had the Beane; for my gain was greater 
than any of the reſt. By ſuch tricks as this we got an indifferent honeſt liveli- 
hood, neither was the Fuſtice troubled with any complaints of us; for we 
carried on our deſignes with too much ſecrecy, to be diſcovered: And 
ſo, I think, our Vices were Verines, in regard they were kept con- 
cea led. ä | 

Fortune weary of ſhewing me her Fere parts, while I expos d my own to any 
Comer, turn d me at laſt her Back fide. The firſt croſſe-blow I felt from her 
(formerly indulgent) hand, was when Monſieur de la Fontaine (whom I have 
already mentioned) met Marſault, and knowing him by his Gate ot Garb, 
watched him till he entred our hou'e, where, by chance, his eye diſcovered me 
at the window. -Mervailing to ſee me transformed into the habit of a Bu 
ſelle, he inquired of ſome he knew in our ſtreet, how I lived, yet learned no 
more of my deportments, than he before conjecturd: But my neighbours un- 
derftanding by his relation, I was no better than a Chamber-maid, cryed me 
down more than uncurrent Money, infomuch I could never ſet foot into the 
ſtreets, without receiving ſome affront. After this, /a Fontaine meeting Mar- 
ſault another time at better advantage, accoſted him, and charging bim for ha- 
ving robb d his houſe, raiſed a terrible burly-burly in the ſtreets, yet could not 
carry him to priſon; for ſome of his Aſſociates arriving amidſt theſe Broils, 
made their way through the gazing multitude, and reſcued bim out of the Ser- 
jeants hands, recompencing their valour at their retreat, with the purchaſe of 
two faire Cloaks they twitched from a couple of gaping ſooles, that intereſſed 
- themſelves in what concerneq them not. 

Marſauli ſcap d narrowly that bout, but fifteen daies after his Jack was not 
fo for having robb d a principal Citizens houſe, the Watch —_ 

ing him, incaged him ſo cloſe, thera was no poſſibility of flight: ſo his 
Proceſſe being ended in two daies, he was ſent to the place of Execution, where 
his neck felt che weight of all the reſt of his body; | 

This Infamy reflectingupon Perretta and me, becauſe he was every day in 
our compamy, made us fear ſome diſaſter or calamity would befall us, for we 
began already to feele our ſupport but flender : c_— the co- 
ming to our bouſe, with thoughts to receive the Tribute he uſed to levie, 
what he expected not: For, three Gentlemen, that had paſt the condition of 
calme Novices, being at that time in my company, gave him ſo rude an enter - 
tainment, that he was forced to make but one ſtep from the top of the ſtaires to 
the bottome. This bred a jealouſie in histho „Perreita had betrayed him, 
therefore he endeavoured to turn us preſently out of that quarter: Bus be- 
fore we diſlodged, we reſolved to uſe ſome trick to be revenged of his malice 1 

His name was Lacris, and his dilpofition waznot unanſwerable, being ſagdidly 
griping, and ofa baſe dull temper ; But there was another of the ſame faculty, 
called Morixet, who lived in a ſtreet ſomewhat more remote; a joviall- merry 
ſoule, and no enemy to perſons of our profeflion : This Commiſſary uſing to 
viſite us ſometimes, we acquainted Zucris with his coming, who took it 28 
great affront' to him, and an encroachi n aſſuring us he 
would ſuffer no other Officer to meddle in his jurisdi : A length, to 
make our accuſation good againſt Aforixes (who we affiomed had fpoken much 
tothe prejudice and diſparagement of the other) one night we ſer for . 
rizet, as if we had ſome earneſt buſineſſe to impart do him, having firſt hid 
£xcrinin a little cloſet next my chamber : at his arrivall he found four Gentle« 
men in my company, whom he taking upon him to examine what they came = 
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doe with me, they anſwered, they would give him no account, and I (to ſecond 
them) ſaid | was not obliged to declare my actions to him; for, Lucrin had 
told me he had no power to act as Commiſſary in our Quarter. Hereupon he 
replyed, Lzcrin lyed like a Sot, and ſo continued railing againſt Lacrin, in ſuch 
vilifying termes, as made him (like an enraged Lyon) fly out of his Den upon 
him, and (for want of other weapons) batter his tace with his fiſts. Mori cet to 
defend himſelfe, and not ſeeme ingratefull, return'd him as many blowes with a 
ſoure cudgell he light upon by chance; and the hotter the combat grew, the bet- 
ter were we pleaſed. At laſt comming to cloze, they ſcratch d, bit, and tum- 
bled together upon the ground, where they ſo pummeld each other, that their 
eyes look d like eggs potch'd in black butter, and the reſt of their faces, red, 
blew, and yellow, like pieces of China Tafferas. There wanted a third Com- 
miſſary to part theſe two, who, inſtead of making others keep the Peace, were 
ready to teare out one anothers throat. But the Gentlemen who accompanyed 
us, at length thought good to per forme that office, one of them (as they went 
to ſeparate 'em) ſaying with an imperious tone, How now, Raſca#s, have 
** you the impudence to quarrell in my preſence, What, will you raiſe a ſcandall 
** upon fach an honeſt houſe as this is ? If your impertinence provoke my fury 
any farther, I ſhall ſoon make Mince-meat of you both: ſo let's have peace 
** preſently,embrace each other, I bid you, and that quickly, nay let me ſee you 
** kiſs too, and ſhake hands. 

Upon this command the Commiſſaries left fighting, both much aſhamed 
for what they had done, yet the animoſity their hearts abounded with would 
not permit them to be ſo eaſily agreed: However to confirme their ſeeming 
Amity, the Gentleman commanded his Lacquay to get ſomething for a Collati- 
on, and ſome wine to make them drink together. 

We thought it not convenient to ſend for any thing abroad, but made them 
be contented with what we had in the houſe ; ſo with ſome eggs that remain- * 
ed of our Saturday night ſupper, and a few ſlices of bacon, a Froiſe was preſent- 
ly made, and ſerved in with — pomp and magnificence. Come (ſaid tbe 
Gentleman to the two Commiſlaries) you muſt eat with me, or Ile eat you. That 
ſaid, he put his hand to the diſh firſt, and Alorixet, without farther invita- 
tion, fell to exerciſe his teeth, but Lucrin out of ſhame, or a ſullen reſervation, 
ſlighted the courteſie, inſomuch as the Gentleman ſeeming diſpleaſed, forced 
open his mputh, and holding him by the chin with one hand, and taking a piece 
of the Fraz/e with the other, flung it in as a Maſon does Mortar off his Trowel, - 
into a hole that wants topping : his Eyes, Beard and Doublet, had each their 
ſnare of the ſpattering ; ſo ſeeing there) was no remedy, ht reformed his 
croſſe-grain'd humour; and bechme more ſociable. After this the Lacquay 
was commanded to give Morizer a glaſſe of Wine, and he bidden to drink a 
Health to Lucrin: So without farther ceremony, taking the Glaſſe, Here Mr. 
Commiſſary, (ſaid he) Ile drink.to you, to let you ſee | harbour nd malice in my 
heart : The Wiſeman ſayes, We muſt forget injuries. The next Plot was to make 
Lacrgg drink to Aorizet, which he ad with ſuch ſhew of reluctancie, as his 
hand ſhaking (through feare or diſdaine) above halfe the Wine was ſpilt be- 
fore the Glaſſe reach'd his mouth: However ſeeing *twas in vain co withſtand 
their wills, I will drink. to you becanſe I muſt (ſaid he with a trembling voice.) 
And after that he would neither eate nor drink more im their company, neither 
was he much intreated ; Morixet did that office for him, and ſtirr d not till our 
Bottle was ſuck d out. 3 

After this refection, they deſired to repaire home, but ſeeing they had torn 
their Ruffs to pieces in the conflict, loth to poe through the ſtreets in that equi- 
page, they intreated the Gentlemen to give their Lacquayes leave to goe and de- 
ſire their wives to ſend them other Linnen : The Gallants anſwered, they could 
not ſpare their Servants to goe ſo farre, but there were Semſters nearer — 

fur nit 
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furniſh them, if they would ſend for one, they were wil ing to doe them that 
courteſie. So one of our neighbours was fetch d preſently, who having the 
watch · word brought none but broad Bands with deep laces that were not for 
their Wear, beſides making her price, was foure times more than they were 
worth; the pittifull fellowes (unwilling to part with ſo much money) were 
forc'd to ſneak home without, and hide their noſes with their long Cloaks for 
feare of being knowne ; onely Morizer's ingenuity furniſn d him with the in- 
vention to put his handkerchief about his Neck, which ſerv d inſtead of a falling 
band. 

Next day the Gentlemen went in a Coach to theit houſes (well attended with 
ſtout lacquayes) and forc'd them to beare them company to our houſe, where 
taking Perretta and me (as if they intended to carry us ſomewhere to be merry, 
and make a perfect reconcilement) they brought us all together to the play- 
houſe, and the Comedians (already inſtructed by thoſe Gallants of all the Paſ- 
ſages betwixt the two Commiſſaries) made their Scuffle the ſubjeR of all theit 
Drollerie , to the grand ſatisfaction of all the Spectators, except the two Com- 
batants; who ſenſible of that publique affront, complotted how to be reveng d, 
and though they left us without any ſhew of diſtaſte, they famented a reſolution 
to contrive our ruine, laying their private enmities aſide to unite their powers 
againſt us,as occaſion ſhould invite them to doe us miſchief But we, fearing the 
ſtorme ſhould break unawares upon us, to ſhelter our ſelves from theirs as well 
as others malicious praiſes, forthwith forſook that quarter, where I confeſſe 
we had made an indifferent good harveſt. | 

We retired into the Suburbs to a paultrie little honſe afarre off, where we 
remembred with regret the high cheere we uſed to have in our former dwelling, 
for there-it was very meane, having but a ſlender ſtock of money left after our 
too extravagant expence. This miſerable life (I believe) was a principall cauſe 
of a great indiſpoſition beſieg*d Perretta, for Melancholly and diſcontent to ſee 
her ſelf fallen from a plentifull condition to calamity , gaining the aſcendance 
over her Spirit, the good woman felt her ſelf drawing neerer diſſolution, and 
therefore, as moſt People uſe in like extremity, ſhe would impart ſome docu- 
ments before her death. Conſidering me as her daughter, I received from her 
dying mouth very apparent teſtimonies ofa Cordiall affection ; of all her ſe- 
crets and Maximes ſhe profeſs'd ſhe concealed not any from my knowledge, 
and beſides gave me divers wholeſome Counſells, which I have ſince made 
good uſe of. In ſumme no ſcruple nor ſuperſtition harbour d in her heart: She 
lived ſo roundly, that I imagine (if what is reported of the other World be true) 
the reſt of humane Soules now play at Bowles with her's. She knew no more 
what belonged to remorſe or Caſes of conſcience than thoſe of Topinamboes ; 
for (ſhe ſaid) if ſhe ever had heard any diſcourſe thereof in her youth, ſhe had 
lived long enough to forget it, as a thing that ſer d for nothing but to diſturb 
the Mind's repoſe. She had often told me before the riches of this World are fo 
common, that they ought not to appertaine more peculiarly to one than ano- 
ther, and chatit argued ingenuity and wiſdome in any one to take a ſhare 
(though out of others hands) if fortune favour'd the deſigne wit a convenient 
opportunity. For (/aid ſhe) I came nakgd into this World, and naked I will return, 
1t 1 have got any of others goods, I ſhall not carry them with me, let them goe ſeek 
where they are and take them, it nere ſhall trouble me. What ! If I ſhould be pu- 
niſbt aſter my death for committing that which they call Fellony or T heft, might 
net 1 with reaſon anſwer my accuſers , that 'twere injuſtice to bring me into the 
_ to live, and not permit me to take thoſe things requiſite to maintaine 4 

tte ? 

After ſeverall ſuch diſcourſe her ſoule took leave of her Carcaſe ; which l 
buryed without any Pompe, as ſhe injoyned me, for ſhe know there was no- 


thing more unneceſſary, 
G ; Soon 
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Soone after her deceaſe I procur d ſome new acquaintance, that furniſh d 
me with a little Belly- timber; But the loſſe of my good Mother was ſo ſenſible, 
beſides the ill hap I had to incounter now and then ſome perſons, too well ac- 
quainted with my former carriages, that I reſolv'd to leave Parz,and to remove 
my ſtation to the City of Roan. My Beauty was yer powerfull enough to attract 
me many Viſicants, but making no reſpect or diſtinction of Perſons, in effect 
being a ſtable for all Horſes, among others 1 met with a running Nagg , by 
whoſe virulency I was ſo paid, that in ſhort time I found my body infected 
with a foul diſeaſe ; Curſed be thoſe brought it into France; it diſturbs tho 
pleaſures of well diſpoſed people, and it is favourable to none but Chirurgions, 
who indeed owe Candles to one of our Kings,for leading his Souldiers ro Naples 
to get it there, and bring the ſeeds of it hither. The onely happinefle in my 
misfortune was, that an honeſt and gratefull Chirurgion, to whom I had done 
ſome courteſie before, phyſick'd me for much leſſe than any other of his profel- 
ſion would have taken. | will not entertain you any longer with theſe Ordures, 
though I know you are none of thoſe ſqueamiſh people; to whom a foul relati: 
on ſavours as ill as the thing it ſelf. 

Let it ſuffice to tell you, I took a voyage (as they ſay in Bavaria) to ſee the 
Emperour inthron'd, and at my return, I found my face ſo changed, I was infor- 
ced to make my recourſe to Art; Painting, Waters and Perfumes, were the dai- 
ly remedies I uſed to repaire the ruines my Body and Face ſuſtained. Beſides, 
I began to conſult my Looking-glaſſe for new attractions, & practiſed a certain 
affected manner of ſpeech, that infinitely inchanted thoſe l had a deſire to in- 
trap. At laſt, a man very rich, and without office. became ſo vanquiſhed by my 
charms, that he took me into his own houſe, to injoy me there with more liber+ 
ty: I grant he might have found a handſomer Miſtreſs than I, and ſo he cou - 
feſſed himſelf ; but there was ſomething in my humour ſympathiſed ſo with his 
diſpoſition, that he preferred me before all others of my ſex. The cauſe of o 
Separation proceeded from a little brangling betwixt us, becauſe | made more 
havock of his goods, and ſpent his money more laviſhly than he was willing co 

rmir. | 
Perbe practice of my firſt profeſſion, being yet freſh in my memory, that was 
my preſent refuge; I applyed my ſelfe eagerly to it a long time, refuſing no 
body that brought what would help to make the Pot boyle. While 1 was in 
the height of my trading, a certain Meacock (that was ſoon after to be matri- 
ed) deſirous to know before-hand in what parts to attaque his enemies in Ca- 
pid combats, where he never yet had ſhewn his valour, was addreſſed to me 
(by a Kinſman of his) to receive inſtructions. Having been at my Lodging 
one Sunday after dinner, and informed I was gone to the Sermon, thither came 
he to finde me out ; At his arrivall, the Preacher falling upon the relation of 
the firſt part of Mary Magdalen's life, inveighed bitterly againſt ( owrrezans, 
and repreſented ſo lively the pains prepared for them in the other World, that 
my Lover ſaid to himſelf, he might well enough go back again, or ſeek another 
Miſtreſs to do him that courteſie, imagining I ſhould be touch'd with too 
much remorſe by the end of the Sermon, to continue that life any longer : Bur 
at the Sermons end, he finding opportunity to accoſt me, after he bad diſco- 
ver d me his thought of my converſion, I return d him this anſwer (which, per- 
chance, in your judgements, will ſavour of much impiery ; However it is no 
matter, I come not hither to make you believe Irepent of my paſt iniquities) 
Inſoot h (Friend) my ſoule muſt be very weakly principled, to be ſtartled at the 
ſtories this prating Monk, has told us; Den t I know well enough every one muſt 


follow his owne trade? He makes it his profeſſion to amuſe the ſumple people with 


his Prattle, diſſwading them from haunting deboſn'd and lewd companies, where 
they idly conſume their time, perſons aud purſes, or become ingaged in ſome detþe- 
rate and unneceſſary quarrell Aud I exerciſe my part to queuch the Concupi- 
ſcenc: 
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ſcenſe of men by Charity. Thus was my Novice paid, and being a good-ſilly 
ſoule, according to the ſtamp of that old ignorant Age, when people wip'd their 
Noſes on their ſſeeves, he wonder'd at my libertine humour, which he took to 
be very wicked and inconſiſtent with his goodly Religion. To make my ſtory 
ſhort, we went together from Church to my Chamber, where I read him a 
Love-Lefture, and taught him what he defired to learn; bur my inſtructions 
made ſo deep an impreſſion, as upon the Verge of the Axletree of his Alicro- 
coſme, he was forced to bear a ¶ ancer as well as the Zodiack; and he was ſo 
thorougly pepper d, that before he had accompanied his tender Bride —_ 
nights, ſhe felt the malignity of its influence diſpeſred through her whole body 
Was he not a pretty Proficient, to gain ſo much in ſo ſhort an Apprenti- 
ſhip? 
Ar length, Time and hard Labour ſo furrowed my fore-head, and impair d 
the Complexion of my Countenance, as Ceruſe and Yermilliow were not capa- 
ble to re-imbelliſh my face. By little and little che number of my Lovers de- 
creafed, and none came to knock at my doore but ſome raſcally Roiſters, leſſe 
furniſhed with Money than Minde to do any miſchief to fatisfie their defires : 
This conſtrained me to ſcrew my ſelf into the acquaintance of innocent Virgins, 
and get into the Order of thoſe Matrons that procure Commodities for young 
Cuftomers. And that I might more handſomly perform this Office, I reform 
my habit into a holy Siſters, and there was no indulgence to be gain d, or other 
publique Devotion, thorough all the City, but I went daggling among the 
throng : I knew the high-ſpirited Sparks by cheir looks, and when I had crept 
into their acquaintance, I conducted them into places where they received the 
contentment they defired;If any Gentleman was intangled in Love's Labyrinth, 
Iimployed all my Art and Induftry to do him fervice, and cunningly conveyed 
his Letters to his Miſtreſs's hands. 

Now Francion prepare your attention, and obſerve what I ſhall tell you con- 
cerning Lauretta, for I ſhall preſently enter into the relation of her 
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took me to walk out alone, and paſſing through a private place, remote from 
any houſes, I defcry'd a man carrying ſomething under his Cloak, and as he 
came within a matter of twenty paces of me, the noiſe of a Child crying, made 
me ſend my eyes about, to diſcover where it might be; but the nearer we ap- 
proach d, the more aſcertain'd I was that he muſt have it under his arm: i- 
ther carry you that Child? (ſaid to him) Whoſe ij it? At theſe words, ſtop- 
ping his March, he told me, he was carrying it to a Village not farre thence, 
where he believed he ſhould pet a ode e for it. I conjured him ſo much, 
that at length he confeſſed it was a ſecret ſinne of a young Gentleman in that 
Countrey,who had been ſomething roo familiar with one of his Mothers Maids, 
but he would not acquaint me with his Name. Though _ had already 
put her Mask over the face of Heaven, my curioſity invited me to take the 
little creature into my arms, to ſee if it were pretty; mean time he that deli- 
ver'd me it ſhew'd me his heeles, ſaying, he went to ſpeak with one of his Ca- 
marades; The Pledge he leſt in my hands, little pleaſing me, I laid it yearly 
upon the graſs, and ran after him, but to ſmall purpoſe ; for, he was ſo light 
footed, that in ſhort time I Joſt ſight of him; beſides, I heard a great Dog 


barking near the child, as | conjectur d, which made me haſt back, fearing it 


might receive ſome miſchief, Compaſſion moy'd me to take it up, and carry 

it to the houſe I ſojourn'd in, where, by the help of candle hght, I found it was a 

Girle of a moſt exquiſite feature and pure complexion, as commonly allthe 

of privae Amoretia's are, becauſe in thoſe ſtollen pleaſures the Parents act wich 

more vigour and affection, and the Mothers are generally befriended by Na- 

ture with more than ordinary „ heighten the defires of — 
2 


Being in the Countey with a certain Goſſip of mine, one evening a fancy 
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I knew at Ronen, a Nurſe that had fuch ſuperfluity of Milk, as ſhe was eaſily 
perſwaded to ſuckle another Child beſide her owne, provided I would make 
good a ſmall ſumme.of mony I promiſed her. After the Child was wean'd I crook 
her home and call d her alwayes Lauretta, as he that left her with me 
told me ſhe had been baptized. She coſt me little the keeping, for all the 
Ladies of pleaſure in the City, were ſo taken with thoſe pretty Bloomings 
of Beauty in her Face, that they would have her, by turnes, whole 
Moneths together in their houſes; and indeed, her company was not al- 
together uſeleſſe; for, going along the ſtreets with them, ſhe made them 
be often taken not for what they were, but for honeſt Women that had been 
married. 

Her yeares advancing her to the uſe of Reaſon, there was a pretty Emu- 
lation among them, who ſhou'd-render her Mittreſſe of molt Geatileſſes, and 
teach her the moſt witty and ſubtile Diſcourſes, to ſerve her upon all oc- 
caſions : By the e Inſtructions, and her owne Obſervation, ſhe learned a 
number of rare pieces of Craft to intrap and amuſe Lovers. When ſhe 
was come to a growth that might admit a Copulative, I took her againe to 
my owne tutorage, fearing ſhe might let that full-blown Flower of her 
Virginity be cropp'd, without receiving any conſiderable valuation for ſo 
precious a Jewell. 1 did not account Rouen a place worthy enough of her, 
whom the benigne Heavens had imbei:ſhed with all the attractive faculties 
and perfections deſirable in our ſex: Sol reſolved to remove the Scene to 
Paris, where I preſumed I ſhould quickly gain enough to countervail my 
charge and trouble in breeding her. I uſed no more the Gentlewomans attire, 
thoſe vanities I had long ſince laid aſide; neither did I ſuffer her to go in the 
Garb of a Damoiſelle, but weare a neat white Dreſling, with a handſome Flan- 
ders Lace, which made her look fo pretty, Ile aſſure you I am not able to ex- 
preſſe it. As ſhe followed me along the ſtreets, we could hear ſome ſay ſhe 
had a face like an Angel, others commend the colour and curling of her 
curious Haire, or fall into admiration of her delicate Skin, with the gracefull 
riſing of her lovely Breſts, which ſhe wearing half diſcovered, ſeemed like a 
Paire of pretty Promontories or Land-marks to direct Loves Champions ſafe 
into the ſtreights. When any one ſent an earneſt looke after her, my watchfull 
eye preſently met with his, and if he followed us home I would make her ftand 
at the doore, that as he paſs'd he might have a fuller view, and become more in- 
tangled in the fetters of her Beauty. 

My Judgement perſwaded me it was then time to advance her to the bigheſt 
Claſſe, and imbue her with the moſt learned leſſons of our Science. There- 
fore I governed her no longer as a Child, but began to teach her what 
was neceſſary to make her Barque arrive at a happy Port in the Sea of this 
World. 

After theſe inſtructions, ſhe was no Niggard of her amorous glances, 
to thoſe ſeemed raken with her, and (believe me) ſhe could arm her eyes 
with ſuch a commanding ſweetneſs, as every Beam they ſhot, recompenced 
the loſs of her Look with the conqueſt of a Heart. Obſerve a little the Art I 
made her uſe, to the end every one might eſteem me one of thoſe they call 
Women of Honour, If at any time I turned towards her, ſhe preſently bent 
her looks downwards, as if ſhe durſt not then ſpeak to men with her 
Eyes , as ſhe took the liberty to doe, when my Back was towards 
her. 

Among the young Wooers ſhe had charmed one named Valderan, was 
much gallanter than the reſt, and (as I conceived) richer. Dwelling within 
few doors of our houſe, he ſoon met with opportunity to accoſt us, and 
ask d me leave to give us now and then a viſit, which I granted, with thanks 
jor the honour, I ſaid, we ſhould receive in his company: But I injoyn'd 
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. Lawretta to perſonate the ſcornefall Lady, and anſwer his Careſſes with 
aninvincible Rigour, untill he fill d her hands with Crownes of Gold, which 
I cold her were the Starres that give the quality of Gods upon Earth, to thoſe 
that have the diſpoſall of them; as the #/aners which are in the Heavens doe 
give the ſame honour to the Intelligences that govern them. Nay, I am a 
learned Woman (Gentlemen) though you believe it not: Well, but I ſhall 
et you ſee that I have read ſometimes in good Books, where I have learn d to 
ſay Phebw. 

My Remonſtrances'were not neglected by Lauretta, ſhe was ſo diſcreet 
and punctuall in obſerving them, that every time Valderan came to Viſit her, 
ſhe would make her complaints to him alone, chat her Aunt (meaning me) was 
the hardeſt and moſt covetous woman inthe world: My Father. hath ſent me 
money ſeveral! times, to make me fine new ¶ luthes (w uld the cunnino Bag gage 
ſay but ſhe will buy me nothing; nay, T believe in ſtead of furniſhung me, ſhe has 
employed it to ſupply her own particular neceſſities, though (God knowes ) ſhe 1 
well enough paid beſide for my Penſion. After ſhe had prepared Valderan's credu- 
lity by this lie, ſhe minced it no longer but boldly asked him money to buy her 
a newCoat orGown,and when he told her he could hardly ſatisfie her demands, 
ſhe anſwered, Ha ! how do you think to make me ſenſible of the affection you pro- 
feſſe, if you will not undergoe ſome efron to expreſſe it? 

By chis , and other like ſubtilties , ſhe skrewed at length a ſmall 
ſumme of Money out of her penurious Pretendant , for which he thought 
her obliged to give him the intire Poſſeſſion of her Heart, but he was forced 
to relinquiſh that opinion, when he ſaw ſhe (lighted him more than formerly. 

Mean time, a gallant ſprace Exchecquer. man, named Chaſtel, inſinuated 
himſelf into our acquaintance, by means of a ſervant Maid we kept, who, 
according to my inſtructions, had ſo handſomly repreſented him, our neceſ- 
ſicies,that co procure our good eſteem, and ingevour to obtain a remedy for the 
affection be bare Lauretta, he ſent us ſeverall conſiderable Preſents, which 
powerfully pleaded his intereſts, and infinitely captived our thoughts. He 
was a perfect Drolle, given to his pleaſures enough, but never could be made 
guilty of entertaining thoſe fond tranſports of Love, ſome Fondlings are 
diſtempered with; He ſhunn'd thoſe Paſſions that might raiſe mutinies in his 
Minde, and could not indure one thing ſhould be refuſed him twice ; un- 
derſtanding his diſpoſition, I failed not to ſhew him the beſt countenance 
I could and my Niece likewiſe paid his reſpects with a demeanour no way diſ- 
obliging. | 

-, > FIR as he vas newly gone out of our houſe, we came home, and 
met Valderan at the door, who came to ſpend ſome idle hours with us; Lau- 
retta, after her cuſtome, preſently ran to the Looking: glaſſe, to ſee if her Dreſ. 
ſing were not crumpled, or any of her Curls diſordered: Our maid ſeeing her 
very buſie in gazing on her ſelf, burſt into ſuch a ſudden laughter as provoł d 
her to ask the reaſon. She, who was more wanton than witty, without diſguiſing 
the buſineſs anſwer d. Mon ſitur ¶ haſtel was but newly gone out as you came, 
* but you little think what he d:d while he ſtayed here, your looking and Cour- 
* teſying ſo in the glaſſe, recalls his Poſtures to my memory; he took the ſame 
* Glaſſe and ſtood a while thus contemplating his - you underſtand me well 
enough, | need explaine my ſelfe no further. | 

This ſaid, ſhe fell againe into a fit of laughter, lowder than before; but 
Laxretta's ingenuity, preſently prompted her to an action incomparably 
opportune to poſſeſſe Valderan (who heard all was ſaid) with an opinion of 
extraordinary modeſty in her, and to repaire the filly Servants .indiſcretion.3 
for, as if ſhe had received the higheſt affront imaginable, with a compleatly: 
counterfeited choler, ſhe ſnatch'd up a certaine piece of Iron, and broke the 
Glaſſe into ſmall bits, ſaying ſhe would ne re ſee her face againe where res 
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ugly things had been ſhewn. FYalderay, with a moderate ſmile, told her, ſhe 
was of too cholerick a humour, there remained nothing on the glaſs of that 
object Chaſtel had preſented her; yet I know within himſelf he commended this 
action, and was glad to have incounter'd ſo diſcreet and modeſt a Miſtreſs, as all 
Laurettæs carriage and diſcourſe ſtill ſpake her: And in effect, this, with ſome 
other reſervations, made him not ſolicite her with ſo much importunity to allay 
his flames, imagining he ſhould never obtain any thing of her but by the war- 
rantable way of Wedlock. Yet having no great defire to bind himſelf fo ſoon in 
fuch ftrait Bands, he reſolved to tempt Fortune again, and try to win his Mi- 
ſtreſs by proofs of an extream paſſion. > 

{ haftel had ſo robb d the K ng to inrichus, that we ſhould have been the in- 
gratefulleſt creatures living, had we not done ſomething to acknowledge his ci- 
vilities. At laſt I promiſed to let him hit the Mark his inclinations aimed at; and 
Lauretta (whoſe amorous Itch already required a remedy )needed no great per- 
fwafion to'contribute her conſent. 

The ſame night ſhe was co facrifice her Virginity to the Deities of Love, be- 
ing juſt ready to farrender the Fort (ſo long capitulated for before) to the vi- 
gorous aſſailant ; Valderas came with a Muſitian of his acquaintance before 
our windowes, and made him fing ſome very agreeable Airs, which with che 
ſound of the Lute, hindered me from taking my repoſe ; So led by the cares 
with that delightfull harmony, I came down into the Hall, and my Maid with 
me, thinking to hear it there more diſtinctly; but obſerve the vanity of our 
young Lover: That we ſhould take notice, he gave us that Serenade, he cauſed 
ſome of his company to call him by his name aloud. But knowing it was not he 
that ſang, and confidering to preſent his Lady with onely bare Words and Mu- 
ſique, was little better nothing ; Ibade my maid give him a hint of his 
backwardneſſe: The Song ended, ſne open d the lower window, and he thinking 
it had been Lauretta, immediately left his company to come to her, but finding 
it was not ſhe, he eagerly ask d where ſhe was. Do you believe (anſwer d the 
© Maid) that ſhe is ſuch a fool to break her ſleep to come hear you claw 2. or 3. 
* {11-favour'd Cats: guts? What's all your Airy hollow meat good for? You 
© may play long enough upon your Barn-doore,Gittern, Lantern, Cittern, and 
* Virgin-holes, Lauretta cares much for ſuch entertainment; you think, be- 
** cauſe you fpend your night dreaming of her, ſhe ſpends hers thinking on you, 
< remove that folly from your fancy; for now is ſhe ſleeping open legg d in 
her bed, with a ſecurity that admits of neither Care or Fear: If you love her 
© health, bid your companion forbear playing, leſt you difturb her reſt; neither 
es the preſent you give her ſo conſiderable, but ſhe may content her ſelf well 
** enough without it. Thou art a jeering ſlut (ſaid Valderan) I can preſent 
© her nothing more ſuitable to her quality than Muſique; for, Doſt not thou 
** know that is the onely thing we give the greateſt Deities to invite them to 
e love us, and thank them for lending us their ſuccour > Marry you tell us fine 
* tories indeed (replyed the Maid) you take Lauretta then for a Deity, Will 
vou ſee what's in her Cloſe ſtoole, or eat a Bit if your ſtomack ſerve ? lle aſ- 
** ſure you it is no Nictar, nor yet Maſter «Ambroſe. Your ſong concluded 
* with a pretty expreſſion (methinks) That your Suune began to appeare at the 
* Window of ber Palace; and it was I doubtleſſe you took for that great Lumi- 
* nary, therefore I conjecture the Rayes that ſtream from theſe bright eyes of 
mine, are accompanied with as ſhining a luſtre as his Beams, or little leſs : 
The Night's then paſt, away, away with your Lute, Mr. Luteriu, I adviſe 
** you, it cann't be call'd a Serenade, you give us now, and you'l be thought an 
© indifcreet Lover, making your addreſſes thus by Day. If my Miſtreſs were as 
© croſſe as thou, ſaid Valderan, I ſhould be reduc'd co the extremity of diſcon- 
* tent, but I believe ſhe has a better opinion of my Muſick. Tis like one of 
your Country-men indeed (anſwered the bold Wench) to conceit E — 
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heard your Song, he could not chooſe but be deeper in love wich vou; but 
obſerve chat a ſilly vanitq you are poſſeſſid with; if the Song pleaſed hex 
i eare, ſte ſuould rather αν him thacl ung in'e) As fer vn, What Mitaeſe 
« have you ever done, that another cannot perform the like? The greateſt 
1 Fool breathing may bring the moſt excellent Muſitiaw em be'found to Hin 
echefore a Window. It is uot with the-vorce | ever ima gined to acquire t 
5 favour of my Miſtreſſe, replyed Valatramp but with che extream affect 
vas de ſirous to declare her choug byanothef's finging. That's handſbme 
« i faith (ſaid my Maid againe a man chaviner'e was ſenfible of che power of 
Love, may then (as well as vdu) make another fay, he ſhifers the Keeneſt tor 
ments that paſſion eite in ſtcted upon o att. Me 61 5G 03 91 
Valder un, ſeeing there was nothing td be got but ſcorn and ſhame from this 
ſcoffing Wench ( moſt part of whoſe rare replies were framed out of the inſtfu. 
Rions t had given her) marched home aglin with his muſick. & I went to ſee ty 
Niece lock'd faſt in Caſte! s arms both breathleſs with delight, having kept tiene 
in their recreative pleaſuree with the LuteniſFeqarblingnotes:)' I told Lulrer- 
7, not Before her Bedfellow, who! had made that Serenade, fearing to raiſe 
ſome umbrage in his rhoughes; but next day i gave her a perſect account ot the 
whole ſtory, and confideting che Miſeric Women ſometimes fall into; dye 
ciſing the trade I made her undertake,  coriceived it would be good to per het 
a Husba ad as ſoon as pallible; and if we could inſnare the paſfionate V auderan 
in her Pit · fall, it would be à good advantage for us botiy: for, I imagined Him 
iafinitely rich and made account to wear out the remainder of my — — 
in his houſe, out of the danger of thoſeShip.wrecks I ſo much apprehepded Next 
time Laretta had any private coriference Nn him, ſhe fhil'd not to det lia un- 
derſtand how extreamely_ ſhe was taken with his perfeRions, yet his credaloui 
Vanitie would decei ve him, ift ſuggeſted him to think he ſhould ever 6braine 
any favour of her without making; her his wife rere ; h= rr 
Paſſion having at that time /a greater  predominante 'bver him than ever, he 
preſently took a piece of paper and writ her a Promiſe of Marriage; thinking 
to hare injoyed her after But when he was gone, and ſhe had ſhewn me the 
writing, not contented with'char I ſayed; he maſt reſolve to marry her in Pub- 
lique, or at leaſt paſſe over a good part of his Eſtate to injoy her in Private. As 
we had almoſt brought him to agree to one of theſe propofitions, we ſaw him 
one day dragg d ſhame fully to ꝓriſon (where Ibelieve he is yet) for having aſ⸗ 
fronted divers Merchants and otbers. When we underſtood all his Gallantry 
was mainteined by borrowing, we made no more eſteem of him than of che 
Kennell durt, and his Promiſe was flun'g into the fire as a thing not worthy to 
be preſer ved. yt. 8 Uh 19 2 
By this time our Exchecqueri man began to ſurfeit with Delight, and enjoy- 
ment had ſo cooled his Paſſion, that he neither came to ſee my Niece ſo often at 
he uſed, nor ſerv. ſuch frequent tokens. This contra d me to admit into my 
houſe ſeverall other Gallants; to whom I had che induftry haridfomly to make 
kaown our necellities : Some of theſe aſſiſted us a little, and others never a- 
whit, but chey were treated accordingly by Lauretta, who ſometimes paid hei 
Complements with curſt trowns, and tunes derided them with ſuch wirty 
and ſmart jet re-, as rendring them a ſcorn to the reſt of the <ompany,wountded 
them to the very hearts. Many times playing at Cards wah them, ſhe would 
take the liberty, in a jeſting manner, to ſweep ap all their moneys, and never 
reſtore a penny; but ſhe did it with ſuch a grace, and pretty dexterity, as they 
could not for ſhame be offended at her frollique. Sometime there came for- 
ward fooles would be handling her boſome, as much to ſhew the fine Rings 
they wore, and dazle her eyes with their luſtre, as for any other intent. Then 
caiching the hand faſt, would ſhe ſay, The hand i ver- bold, tis too impudently- 
raſo, it ſlrayes into any place mbere lawltſſe Deſires guide it, and in time of Warre 
tes 
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too it makes inc ur ions into the Exemits Conntrey; But now I have caught the 
T;yaitour, lle notlet him go ti bt has paid hi Ranſome. Then, flipping off 
the Ring, ſhe contiau d, Ha {wk here, this will help to make 6. ſatiifa- 
How, 4 2177 108 35 Wird 1 
Sometimes the Ninny would ask her for it when he went away, then would 
ſhe anſwer laughing, 7 hat muſt remaine with me for rauſome of your hand; Did 
your not call me but even now your'cruelleft Enemie, recounting me the torments 
Jour paſſion made you ſuffer ; Tos cannot but remember ſince that time we have 
neither made Peace nor Truct. If ſome dayes after he ſtill importun d her to 
reſtore what ſhe had taken from him, and that ir was of too conſiderable a va- 
lue to be ſo eaſily parted with, ſue would re- deliver it, upon condition he would 
give her another Preſent at his own diſcretion. But in caſe ſhe ſaw it was of 
no very great price, ſhe would either keep it, and pay the owner with a jeſt, ot 
ſay (he had pawn'd it, and then he muſt redeem it with a ſumme of money, if he 
would have it. 325 o 

She plaid a multitude of ſuch profitable pranks, never conſidering the beauty, 
— — gentileſs of any man to affect him more than others; for I had fore · 


- watn'd her to give ſuch fopperies any entertainment in her thoughts, but onely 


countenance thoſe whoſe pockets were beſt provided, & her diſpoſition affecting 
variety of Men as well as of Cloaths, made her inclinable enough to follow my 
advice, Thoſe that were moſt prodigall-in expence and gifts, had always the pre- 
ference in her eſteem, yet they muſt be very modeſt, and take the oath of Se- 
creſie,before ſhe would admit them to the ſupreme degree of Loye's felicity, be- 


. cauſe ſhe would ſtill preſerve the name of Chaſt. 


- She ſeldome went abroad but upon Holy-daics,and look d fo gentile at home 
in her Damoiſels habit, that the faireſt Ladies of the Court might have been as 
envious of her beauty, as the other Sex inamour d. A certain Noble. man na- 
med - Alidan, ſeeing her in that equipage at the window, as he paſſed through 
our ſtręet, and yanquiſhed with her amiable looks, could not be ſatisfied till he 
had informed himſelf who ſhe was: But underſtanding ſhe was the ſame Las- 


retta, whoſe perfeRions had already ſpread her fame in the Court, he became: 


more inflamed at the remembrance of theſe proofs often averred to him of her 
excellent Wit. | 

He preſently framed a deſign to purchaſe the - poſſeſſion of her, but imagi- 
ning I would not part with her for what price ſoever, he conceived. it neceſſary: 
to take her away by force. He ſet ſo many ſpies in every corner over us, that 
we could ſtirre no whither, but he had preſently notice of our Motion; 
So, one evening, when I was gone abroad, he ſent a Gentleman of good faſhion 
in a Coach to our houſe, who, ſtepping in to Lauretta, made her believe he came 
from me, and that inſtead of going where I told her when I went out, I was 
gone to a gallant Gentlemans houſe where I expeRed her, and that Coach 
was ſent purpoſely to fetch her to me; By ill fortune Lauretta was in her beſt 
attire ready to take a walk, fo ſhe needed not much intreaty to take the bene- 
fit of the Coach, beſides ſhe knew I uſed to goe often to that Gentlemans houſe 
where ſhe was told I was. 

The Coach arriving at Alidan's houſe; ſhe was received and treated by her 
new Lover, as you may imagine : Though at firſt ſhe ſeemed to reſent this 
treachery as a high affront, and would not ſuffer him that had cheated her in 
this manner, to touch her by any meanes ; yet at length, conſidering his emi- 
nent quality, and the noble entertainment he made her, ſhe became more 
tame, and ſuffered her ſelfe to be overcome. Mean time, I was exceedingly 
perplext for her, and all my exerciſe was to trot from place to place, to ſeeif 
ſhe "nag not inthe houſes of ſome of thoſe Gentlemen had formerly made love 
co her. 

The third day after I loſt ber, I met an honeſt man of my acquaintance, who 
gave 
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gave me direct inſtructions where to finde her, Thither went I immediately, 
and ask d to ſpeak with Alidas, whom I told. He was the man (as 1 was in- 
form d) had given order to take away a certain Niece of mine that lived with 
me, and I beſeech'd him to excuſe my boldneſſe for coming to know of him if 
twere true. After he had denyed it, Sir, (ſaid I) I will not trouble you with 
* many Words, you need not conceale the fuct from me, for I don't in- 
tend to have her againe, ſhee's in too good a hand, I come onely to let you 
know, you need not have made uſe of either Deceit ot Violence to pur- 
* chaſe her; had you but demanded her of me, I ſhould readily have reſi gn d 
her to your will. * | 
Hearing me ſpeak with ſo much freedome and ſincerity, he diſcover'd me 
the whole Plot, and having given me a reward that might content me, he led 
me to ſee Lauretta in lodgings on the hinder part of his houſe. She made me 
divers excuſes for not ſending me word what was become of her, proteſtin 
ſhe could not by any means OOO the liberty to doe it. It was no fa 
vexation to me (you muſt think) to be thus robb'd of her Company, but Ne- 
ceſſity taught me to be contented. Sometimes Alida ſent her into the Cuua- 
trey, ſomerimes kept her in the City, and moſt commoaly in other lodgings, 
not at his owne houſe. Then I went mgre frequently, and freely to vi- 
ſic ber, and there we contrive aur petty, deſignes, and no body e're the 
wiſer. I would deſire but as many thonſand Crownes as I have, gone 
thither times with young Sparks that injoyed her, while he that was her 
Maſter and Servant both together,thought ſhe could not open the Lock where- 
of he carryed the Key. e «7 
It is a Naturall thing to grow weary and be cioy d, eating alwayes of one 
ſort of Cates. Lauretta became at length leſſe lovely in Alidan s eye, yet be 
would not forſake her quite; but deliring to retaſte his ordi Diſhes . when 
he lifted, without: ſcandal, he reſolved to give her Valentine in Marriage, with 
ſome advantages, as a recompence for his former ſervices. Valentine and ſhe 
are ſince come to divell in a Caftle not farre hence, whither1 am going to pre. 
ſent her the commendations of a gallant Exchequer man,who ſhall obtain more 
in one day, than Fraxcion has done in three Moneths. In Faith and he deſerves 
it too, were it for no other reaſon than that he gave his affection birth, at a 
remarkable time, and upon a charitable account, The firſt time he ſaw Las- 
retta, was in the Church, when ſhe was married, and conſidering her Husband 
look'd not like a man that could give her what ſhe might deſire, he propoſed 
out of brotherly kindneſſe to lend him his aſſiſtance. Within ſhort time you will 
ſee him in this Countrey, for he is ſo confident I will acquit my ſelfe well of the 
charge I have taken upon me, that I believe he is come out of Pars already. 
Are you ſatisfied now Francion?there's all I can tell you of your Miſtreſſe: 
Doe you loye her ſtill as fervently as you did ?. _ . 
am more her Servant than ever (replyed Francion) and wete not the 
* memory of certaine follies committed in her Village, yet too freſh, a- 
* mong which I had my ſhare, I would returne thither with you, and I am con- 
* fident I ſhould prevaile more by my ſubmiſſions and teſtimonies of affection, 
© than you and your brave Exchecquerman with the large ſummes on which 
* you build all your hopes, Shall ſhe love a Sot for the fight of his Gold, ra- 
* ther chan his perſon, which I am ſure cannot challenge much efteeme , being 
ein a Word but an Exchecquer man? Ha | Francion my friend ne Aga- 
* tha ) I have told you ſufficiently what power Money over the 
Spirit of Lauretta: I cannot deny that, but ſhe's a Woman (ſaid 
* Francion) and not inſenſible of the communicative pleaſures with # 
* perſon whoſe merit is agreeable. It may be in hopes to good 
* ſtore of Ducats, ſhe may proſtitute her Body to the deſires of ſuch a 


« filly Coxcomb : but ſhe will never * inclinations of her mind to 2 
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* him, and when ſhe ſees his Purſe empty, ſhe'l empty her thoughts of the af- 
fection ſhe made him believe ſhe bare him. Do the worſt you can ( Agata) 
* as ſoon as I can get this crack in my Crown cured, lie go againſecretly to fee 
2 oy Miſtreſſe, and receive of her as much ſatisfaction as my paſſion can de- 
* ſire. : | 

This diſcourſe ended, Agatha took leave of the Company, and ferling her 
ſelf again in the Cart, ſhe advanced towards her Niece's dwelling-place, with 
whom ſhe had no deſire to treat in that manner as ſhe had threatned Fraxcies : 
for ſhe reſolved to make his game ſure with Lauretta, without letting him 
know it, and give the Lawyer the Lurch. | 


This wretched ſort of people are, and have alwaics been, greateſt 
obſervers, and onely admirers of choſe that give them moſt, or 
entertaine their boundleſſe thoughts with higheſt promiſes : yer we 
ſcarce ever finde any. of them arrive to any competent Subſiſtence. 
Their life is interwoven with continuall Miſeries, nevertheleſſe their 
inſenſibility robbs them of Remords, and fils their vaine hearts with 
joy; yet tis but a falſe one, a meere ſhadow of delight, and farre 
different from that reall hearts-cafe attends thoſe that live uprightly. 
We have here ſeen CAgetha's deportments, and heard her ſpcak in 
termes very diſſolute; But the nature of the Comedie requires thole 
expreſſions, rightly to repreſent the part ſhe was to yet 
that's not capable to make us wrie our Soules to the de 3 
of Vice; quite contrary it renders Vice more hatefull, to ſee is ſo 
e, Tens. in its true colour. Hereby we may learn what diverſe 
Perſons account delight, is nothing but a deboth'd Brutality, which 
all well temper d Spirits will ever n e and ſhun. 


The end of the ſecond Book, 
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The third Book. 


Vs this pernicious old Hagg bade adieu, leaving thoſe had 
heard her diſcourſe much ſatisfied with her facetious ſto- 
ries, into the Inne came a Coach, which the Gentleman, 
who had laine with Francion, ſent for to his own houſe in 
the morning betimes.; And after dinner, ſeeing the Rain 
was paſt, he ceaſed not importuning the Pilgrim, tilt he 
cConſented to take place in the Coach, telling him he was 
big with deſire to be honor'd with his companie at his houſe, where he might be 
confident to finde as good entertainment as he could expect in the unknowne 
Village whither he intended to goe. I muſt acknowledge my ſelfe exceedingly re- 
devable to Fortunes kindneſſe (continued he) for addreſ1ing me into the company 
of 4 man whoſe acquaintance I ſhall be proud to purchaſe. ¶ ominig laſt night (with 
no ot ber attendant than my Lacquay from viſiting a handſome Widdow in this 
Country, named Helina )lafter I had ſupp d with her, as I paſs'd this way to ſhor- 
ten my Journey homewards, I was arreſted here all night by an ill favour'd Acci- 
dent, which now I bleſſe 4s the cauſe of my 4 77 happineſſe : It was the brea- 
king of my horſes legg as he leap'd a Ditch, but I would not for fifty ſuch Conners 
have miſi d the incounter of ſo deſerving a Ferſon. , 

In acknowledgement of theſe grand civihties Frexcion return'd thoſe compli. 
ments he judg d moſt requiſite, and having ſaid in the cloſe of his diſcourſe; for 
recompence of ſuch ſignall favours he would not ſtick ro part with his blood & 
life, or any thing elſe could be demanded of him, the Gentleman replyed, Thar 
for the preſent he expette i no ſurtber teſtimony of his Gratitude, than that he would 
pleaſe to recount him the Dreame had entertained his fancy the night before. So, 
overcome with Courteſie, as the Coach trundled along the pleaſant Plaines, 
Fraxcion thus began: 

Sir, Since your ingenuous fþirit deſires to be recreated with the Chimerical fancies 
of a troubled Brain, I will tell you the moſt Extravagant you ever yet have heard, 
«poſing, on my owne accord, this Law up my Lips, that if any impertinencts 
they let fal, diſreliſh you, | ſhall theſe them with the Seale of Silence, as ſoon as 
you pleaſe to diſcover your diſlike. Ton ſhould never make an end (\aid the Bour- 
gundian Gentleman, interrupting him) f yen would continue fpeakin? till I 
bid you ceaſe ; for you can ſay nothing, but What M extreamely to th purpoſe, and 
H2 wilt 
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will create ſingular ſatisfaftion in the hearers : And though what you dreams, 
may be void of Reaſon, and without Order, yet I will lend you my beſt attention, 
that I may the better track your fancy, and pick, out ſome ſignification. 1 ſhall 
hold you no longer in expectation of the content ment you ſo much deſire (replyed the 
Pilgrim) though I am confident | Artimidorus himſelf would want a thred to lead 
him ort of this Labyrinth. ; 

After 1 had ended my Story, and bid you good-night, I ſuffered my fancy to 
ſtray after an infinity of ſeverall thoughts; 1 fell a building rare Deſigns, tou- 
ching my Love and Fortune (the two Tyrants that proſecute my life) and be- 
ing thus buſied, I was, unawares, ſurprized by ſleep. 

I firſt fancied my ſelf in a ſolitary Plain, where I found an old man that had 
large Ears, and his Mouth ſhut up with a Padlock, to open which, it was impoſ- 
ſible, till the Letters, that ſerve to compoſe theſe words, IT IS TIME, 
were aſſembled at the key- hole. 

Perceiving the uſe of Speech was forbidden him, I demanded the reaſon of 
his Tongue's reſtraint. thinking he would have anſwered by Signs, but, placing 
certain hollow Horns to his Ears, the better to receive my Voice, he pointed 
with his hand to a little Wood, as if the dumb language of his geſture had ſent 
my Curioſiry thither for ſatisfa ction. 

When I had made my approaches ſomething near, I heard a confuſed prat- 

ling noiſe, that did but unpleaſantly mend the old mans defect. In the midſt of 
many others, there were ſix Trees, which (inſtead of leaves) had ſlender 
Tongues tyed to their Branches, with ſo looſe a thred, as every blaſt of wind 
(which then was ſomewhat boy ſtrous) ſtill knock d them one againſt another: 
This Concuſſion made — break —— yes — — as I might over · hear 
them braw} confuſedly, and exchange their ſpight in reproachfull tearms. 
The Conteſt had not — long, before a mighty Giant, char was laid un- 
der the ſhade, ſuſpecting they would reveal ſomewhat he — to ne 
ſecret, unſheath*d his Cimiter, and gave his Arm no reſpitel till he had beate 
them down, and cut them all in pieces; yet they retained ſtill ſo much of 
life, as made them often leap from the ground, and indeavour to continue 
their injurious Prattle. But his Fury ſoon found a greater cauſe of increaſe; 
for paſſing ſomething farther, he ſpied me — againſt a Rock, where he 
knew 1 might read an ample relation of his whole life's vicious behaviour. This 
provoked his haſty approach to hack that witneſs of his crimes, in pieces; but, 
perceiving the obdurate Stone (without confeſſing the leaft Dint) at every 
blow, ſend his jarring Blade back to his Head ; his Rage was wound up to 
that height, as immediately he kill'd himſelf with his own Weapon; and ſuch 
an intolerable ftink proceeded from his body, that it forc'd me to retreat as 
far back asl could to avoid it. After this(methought) I was inHeaven;how I came 
there l know not, for you know how ill the Method of Reaſon is obſery'd in 
Dreames : And now you ſhall hear the moſt fantaſtick imaginations that ever 
crept into a Brain, but I muſt deſire you to forbear laughing, leſt I ſhould bear 
you company, and then my Head (which I feel yet very fore) muſt ſuffer 
for it. | 

Forward (good Sir) ſaid the Gentleman, I cake too much pleaſure in this 
Relation to endure delay, and for Laughter, my Teeth (hall impriſon it: But 
well, you were in Heaven (you ſay) and how contriv'd, was it handſom > 
A very handſom queſtion (ſaid Franc ion) could it be otherwiſe, being the Sear 
of Glory, and Fountain of the moſt Radiant Beauties? 

Methought the Starres (the better to illuminate thoſe Vaults) ſhin'd as well 
under, as above me, and were all faſtned to their Orbs with golden Buckles: 
After I had pleaſed iny eyes a while with the contemplation of theſe Mervailes, 
I ſpied a company of beautifull Ladies (which I took for Goddeſſes) that came 
and unbuckled every one her Starre, and faſtned it to the end of a Silver Wand, 
ro 
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to light them to the Sphere of the Moon; for the Sun's abſence (he being then 
in the other Hemiſphere ) had made the way very dark. This made me con. 
jecture, that the cauſe why the Starres ſometime ſeemed to ſhift their Ratio, 
came from this Cuſtome of diſplacing them. | 
Imade theſe goſſipping Godat ſſe my Guides, till one of them looking bark, 
ſpy'd me, and ſhew'd me to the reſt of her Companions, who preſently made all 
towards me, and bade me welcome, with ſuch excels of complement, that I re- 
ſented ſome ſhame to finde my ſelf fo poſed in Courtſhip; Hut the celefttll 
Shrewes ſoon ſet 4 Dare to cheir kind entertainment, and feli to conſtdeewhac 
rigorous puniſnment they ſhoutd inflict upon me: After a ſhort coatultatior), 
the leaſt in the company began to ſwell to fuch a prodigious: bigneſs, chat 
her Head ſaluted ths Roof of the next Heaven above her, and (to provetrer 
Strength ſuitable to her Shape) ſhe gave me ſurh a fierce kick with her ſbot, 
as made me roul fix times about the Wortd in a moment,; for, the Phhcher 
was ſo round and ſmooth, 'i ſtilVphded away withour ceaſing, but (as I fappoſe 
you know) there being neither Aſcent nor Defcent,when I came to the Region 
of our Antipade s, I was no more revers'd than here. S491 kb 
Ar laſt, lighting into the Concave of a ſtrake made by the Wheel ofthe Sutr⸗ 
Chariot, there my Courſe was ſtopp d, and I might have lain long enough; had 
I not been help'd up by the fellow that look'd to his Horſes, who, after à tictte 
conference, told me he had formerly been a Groom in the King's Stable, which 
made me foſter a conceit, that after Death Men follow'd the lame Profeſſion 
in the other World, as they profeſſed on Earth. Growing familiar with him, 
] deſired he would ſhew me the moſt remarkable Singularities the place #ffor- 
ded : Eaſily 3 my demand, he led me immediateiy to & great Chri- 
ſtalt Baſon, wherein diſcerning a kind of white Liquor, not much unlike Sodp- 
ſuds, I ask'd him what that fignified ? he anſwer d, it was the matter whereof 
mine, and all other Humane Souls were formed: This was continually hann- 
ted by a number of little winged Boyes, no bigger chan a Finger, that:bover'd 
over till they had dippd a ſtra into it, and then flew I know! not whnthee,1 My 
Conductor (being wiſer than I ſuſpected him) mformed me, that they were the 
Genyes of Mankind, who, with their lictle Pipes; gadded to and fro, to inſuſe 
Soules into the Wombs of ſleeping Women eighteen dayes after their: Conct+ 
ption, and the more they injected of that Matter, the better rhe Ihfadt 
(whoſe Birth they took care of) was furniſhed with Judgement and Geaero+ 
ſity. gi 
1 demanded then why the Diſpoſitions of Mun were ſo various, fince their 
Souls were all made of the ſame Materialls. Lou muſt know (reply'd he) 
this Compoſition is the Excrement of the Gods, who are ſtill wrangling among 
themſelves; and this Subſtance, which proceeds from their Bodies, imitates 
their contentious -mclinations, as appears by the continual} agitation ofthe Lis 
quor, which petualfh fumes and foams into an angry Froath, as if ſome ſe- 
ditions Wind thin were fomenting the War: Beſides, the Souls, hen dif- 
faſed into humane Members, are ſtiſl at diſcord, becauſe the Organs, by which 
they act, are of ſuch different conſtitutions, one overflowes with Flegm, and 
ther is oppreſt with Melancholly, in this Choller Tyrarinszes, in chat 
Blood Predominates,and ſo from the oppoſition of humors, it is eaſie to collect 
effects as contrary. 24.0463 
See what rare Reaſons (faid I) hath this fellow found out for humane dif- 
ſentions ; Bur, Sirrah, you fay che Gods are quarrelſome ;; you he, | and, rake 
that for your ſauty Blaſphemy; with that J reach'd him a:govd box onthe 
ear, dut the ſtout Knave repaid me ſo rudely; char he fell 'd'me-to the bott ot 
the Baſon, where; before I could recover my ſeiſi iſwallow's (Lhclieve) above 
50009 Souls: Therefore now ſure ought to be taken ſor à Man of able 


ſpirit and courage. Methought this Drink had kind of a ſwert taſte, — 
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ſes Milk, yet it could not properly be called a liquor, but rather a certain con- 
creted Miſt or ſpiſcious Froath; for being with no ſmall paine got out againe, I 
found it had not ſo much as moiſtned my Cloaths. 

My curioſity not yet ſatisfied, I went on in queſt of ſome more novelties, 
and after a little wandring I perceived divers perſons, ſome drawing at a great 
Cord, and ſome repoſing themſelves, being newly come from the ſame exerciſe, 
which I judgid was very toileſome by the large drops of ſweat I ſaw trickling 

from their fore-heads : © What are theſe ?. What is't they doe ? ſaid Ito a 
man chad like an Hermit, that ſtood by looking on; Theſe are the Gods (an- 
* ſweredhe very civilly) that buſie themſelves in keeping the Spheare of the 
** world in its ordinary Motion, you ſhall preſently ſee thoſe others that now 
Lure reſting themſelves, retùrne to the reliefe of theſe that labour; But how 
doe they turne the Spheare? quoth I. Did you never ſee a Wall- nut (reply- 
ed he) piere'd through anda ſtick put into it, which being drawne by a 
thred, turn d a little Mill at the end of it? Very oft, ſaid I, for when I was a 
Boy it was my ordinary Paſtime : You will eaſily then conceive this Miſterie 
** (anſwer'd he) if you doe but fancy the Earth (which is ſtable) to be ſuch a 
Nat. for it is peirc d through with that long Travers call'd the Axletret that 
'< reaches from Pole to Pole. To the midddle of which, this Cord is faſtned, in 
* in fuch a manner, as by drawing it the firſt Heaven is turned round, and 
having Pullyes in certaine Holes that directly anſwer one another, the next is 
< likewiſe turn d (but more ſwiftly) and ſo the motion is deriy'd to all the reſt 
* in order. But walke a little further this way and I will ſhew you another ſe- 
*cret. _ 
- 7 Tpreſently turn d my ſteps as he directed, and guiding my eyes to that part 
of the Heavens his finger pointed at (which was very tranſparent,) I ſpy d a 
company of women that ſeem d to play with the Circles, and (ſtriking them 
- with their hands) made them turne about like Whirligigs. | 
Then, me thought I had a defire to returne to the Earth, and intreating the 
Hermit to inſtruct me in the way, he bade me lay hold with both my hands on 
the Cord the Gods were drawing at, by which I ſlipt without much trouble 
downe,' till I came to the entrance of that wide Opening, where it paſs'd 
h, and then to eſcape the Precipice (I cannot relate the manner) but 
the Aire (me thought) bare me up, and I hover'd in it, as if my Armes had 
been Wings; This new faſhion d Dance between Heaven and Earth much de- 
lighted me for a while, but at laſt I grew weary of that exerciſe; and finding 
my ſelſe neare two little Ditchigg full of water, I perceived two naked young 
men bathing, and often vaunting of the delicate pleaſures all their Members 
taſted to the very Throat in that liquid Chriſtall: This fer me a longing to take 
my ſhare in the happineſſe they bragg d of, ſo I nimbly ſtrip d off all my 
Cloaths, and ſpying a Ditch, whoſe waters ſeem'd of a cleerer complexion 
than the reft, I choſe that for my Bath; But as ſoone & I had Sept into it, I 
found my ſelfe fallen downe a Precipice, for it was onely a Noad piece of 
_— which breaking with my weight almoſt flay'd my leggs with che broken 
e 


Fer Fortune ſo kindly contriv d the fall, that I was not bruiſ d; The bottome 
was all covered with the tender Breſts of young women, glew'd together two 
by two, like pretty ſoft Foot-bals, upon which I gently rowl'd my felf fancying 
much delight in my; misfortune : But at laſt rir*d with the continuance of the 
ſport, and Jaſilyrepoſing my ſelfe on my back, a handſome Lady approaches 
mt with a Bottle in her hand, kneels down; by me, and puts a Tunnel in my 
Mouth, ſaying, She would give me a taſte of the moſt delicious Liquor I had 
ever drunk. This made me prepare to receive it with a wider throat than the 
ſinging· man that fwallowed a drown d mouſe in his Mornings draught, when 
ſne raiſing her ſeiſe a little, in ſtead of making my Mouth water, made water 
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in my Month, to the quantity of at leaſt a Pinte, S. Denni meaſure, and it was 
all run down my Throat, before I could diſtinguiſh the caſte of der Bounty, But 
Deſire to revenge this immodeſt injury, ſet me quickly upon my leggs, and the 
payment of a ſingle box o'ch* Eare for my Beverage, ſhatter'd her Body all to 
eces : Here lay her Head, there ber Arms, a little farther ber Thighs, in 
ſhorr, all her Members were divided and fcatrer'd one from another; Bur, 
which moſt amazed me, every part, notwithſtanding the Diſſolution, buficd ic 
ſelfe in the function of its uſuall office, The Leggs walked about the Cave, 
the Armes ſtruck at me, the Mouth grinn'd, and the Tongue reviled 

me. | 
The Feare I apprehended to incurre Danger far this Woman's Death, made 
me ftrain my invention to recover her; a ſtrong conceit poſſeſſed me, that if all 
the Parts were reunited, ſhe would return tu bee former eſtate, ſince none had 
yet forgot to exerciſe its proper ſunction: and having thas put her toge- 
ther apaine (like a Clock that had been taken in pieces) her Armes and Head 
onely excepted, methought her Belly look'd ſo inueingly, that I began to be in 
the humour to ſport with it, and t her an amorous Redreſſe for ſatisſacti- 
on of my former Rudeneſſe, when her T cty d out, I had miſtaken her 
Breaſts, and put others (which my haſt had gather'd up in the Cave) in the 
room of hers. This ſet me a ſeeking for che right ones, (which found ) I bad no 
ſooner put them in their places, but rhe Head and the Arms came of their awn 
accords, to recompleat the whole, and take their ſhare in the delight with the 
reſt of the Members; the Mouth kiſs d. and the Arms hugg d me with cloſe em- 
braces, till wearied into a pleaſing languiſhment, I chang d the Recreation int o 

Reſt. a | | * 4 

- Then the Lady made me riſe, and (through an Advenue that coaveyed the 
light into the Cavern) led me by the hand into a ſpacious Hall, the walls of 
ich were hvng about with wanton Pictures, that repreſeated the faft hoſe 
Gar- 


of Love in many vary d poſtures. I had not long entertain d my eyes w 
contemplation of theſe inanimate Pieces, but from the next Chamber, ther 

ted out a ſcore of handſome Laſſes, with their haire dancing in looſe curls a 
their naked bodies, and came all frisking towards me, beating the Switzers 
march upon their buttocks ; and after ſome pretty freaks, ſurrounding me, they 
fell to whos mine to the ſame tune, till my patience giving way, Icry'd to re- 
quite their Muſick upon their own Inftruments : But at length feeling my ſelfe 
too weak to maintaine this ſportive quarrell, I made a flat retreat into a Cloſet 
I found open, the floore of which was ſtrewed with Roſes, halfe a yard thiek : 
Thither the wanton Conquerants purſued me, and there we rowl'd one aver 2 
nother after a mad faſhion, till, I believe, we were all alike willing to give the 
Game over. At laſt, they buryed me over bead and eares in the flowers, where 
wanting the benefit of Aire, I ſtrove as faſt as I could to recover my feet, but 


ere I could of my fragrant Sepulchre, my joviall fellow-tumblers were 


all vaniſht. as I paſt out of the Roſe-bed, through the great Hall, in queſt 
of my bonny I met with an old Woman like Agatha, who begg'd a kiſs 
of me with this pretty invitation, that ſhe was mach bandſomer than thoſe im- 
pudent queans 1 ſought for: But I (that could finde no inticement in ſuch a de- 
crepit Deformity) gave her a rude repulſe; and as I had advanced a few ſteps 
from her, well Francion, ſaid ſhe, Tau will repent this Deniall, and ſaortly ſue in 
vaine for what you now ſo uncivilly rejet. Theſe words invited my ling 
looks back again to her, and then to my grand amazement, 4 ſhe 
was not an old Woman (as I firſt fancied) but the faire Lauretia, had coft 
me ſo many fighs. Pardon me, Deare Miſfreſſe, cry'd I immediately, and 4 
Jour ſodaine trau for matios beare the blame of my diſereſpect. This ſaid, Ioſſer 
to embrace her, but ſhe 7 vaniſh & and left me nothing but an arm- full 
of Aire: then the noiſe of a loud laughter directed my eye to the place whence 
| tr 
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it came, where ſpy'd all my naked Troop of Play-fellowes macking at the 
Adventure had befallen me, and among other things they ſaid, in ſtead of Lau- 
retta I muſt make ſpift with one of them. Content (cry d I) let any one of you 
(that can entertaine me with a Maiden- head) come ſee what ſport 1'le ſhew 
her upon the Roſe-bed ; at that they fell a laughing ten times louder, and. fo 
confounded me with their Clatter, that I was jeer d quite out of countenance 3 
At laſt the Youngeſt in the company began to pitty me, and coming neerer, 
told me, if I would goe along with the company, ſhe would ſhew me all their 
Maiden-heads. - | 
I followed her, andere we had gone farre, She conducted me into a little 
Temple, upon the Altar of which, I ſaw the Image of the God of Love invi- 
ron d with abundance of ſmall Viall-glaſſes, fill'd with a kinde of ſubſtance that 
could not properly be calrd Liquor; It was of a Vermilian colour like blood, 
onely in ſome places there was a mixture of white ſtreakes like milke. See, 
(quoth ſhe) cheſe are Womens Maiden-heads, and thoſe ,we might once call ours, 
are here among them; as ſoon as they are 2 they are brought to the Altar of this 
Deity, who eſteems them above all other Offerings : By the Scrowles upon them, you 
may know their Names to whom they once belong'd, and what the Men were that 
ot them. Pray em me Lauretta's (ſaid I to her) Lock Francion (anſwered 
the, bringing me one of the Glaſſes in her hand) ths is her , en may know it by 
her name written on it : But I ſee not the Champion name (laid I) that had the 
firft happineſſe to ſtruggle for it. Tou muſt know (reply d my faire Directreſſe) 
when a Maiden · head is refign'd before Marriage, the name of him that had it 1 
never recorded, nor is it fit 2 failings ou b revealed; For the uncontrouled . 
force of Vigorous Nature does oft provoke us to ſurrender the Fort at the firſt aſ- 
ſault, (ometimes perhaps to an unworthy Perſon, and then the diſcovery of his Name 
would ſhame . From this jou may conclude, that ſo ſoon as your Lauretta perceiv d 
her Virgin-bud to diſcloſe, ſbe ſuſfer'd it very providently to be cropt knowing Delay 
world but blow it broader, and the longer ſhe ſuffer d it to grow, the more it haſt, 
to a fading, and the leſſe the pleaſure would be at the gathering. After this whok 
ſome Diſcourſe, ſhe led me into an adjoyning Temple, where upon a high Al- 
tar was raiſed the Statue of Vulcan, with a paire of goodly Hornes on his 
head, at leaſt ſeven foot in height, and the Walls were all hung, round with Ar- 
mory of the ſame kinde. Sure thisss ſome Hunter (ſaid I to my Guide) that has 
hung up theſe horned Trophies in memory of bis Fortive Conqueſt in the Woods; 
No, no, quoth ſhe, theſe are the badges of Cuckoldry, which men carry inviſibly 
about them; Preſently from an obſcure corner of the Temple comes out Valen- 
tine, clad like a Cm and his Fore head branch'd with a paire of 
Silver Hornes.T ho# art not indebted to me for theſe precious ornaments (laid I to 
my ſelfe) but thou ſhouldſt have been, could I as eafily have done it 4s deſired is. 
Then ſome of the Laſſes that follow'd us, took occaſion to make themſelves 
merry with the faire Crop that = upon his fore-head, ntinued to 
deride him with fuch broad abuſes as forc'd him to give wa their Mirth, 
and ſo was hiſs d out of the coinpanie. When he had left the Mom, they told 
me his Argent Hornes ſignified, that his wife help d him to a profitable Infa- 
mie, and I might ſee ſome there deck d with pretious Stones, but thoſe that were 
ſimply of Wood, belong d to ſuch blinde Wretches as were Cuckolds, but 
knew it not, and gain d nothing by their Wives Levitie, beſides the bare 
Diſgrace. ay | 
Having offered up a ſhort Prayer to the God J ulcan, that he would permit I 
might plant ſtore of thoſe Branches in others So les, but never ſuffer them to 
take Root in mine owne, I returned to the Temple of Love, whom with meet 
Devotion I beſought, he would vouchſafe to indue me with the Art and Power 
to crop as many Virgin. flowers, as would ſerve to cover his whole Altar. Theſe 
Ceremonies paſt, I returned very jocund to the Ladies Hall, but at the door I 
a Was 
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was incountet d by Valentine, who charg d me with his Antlers ſo boy ſterouſly, 
that he deeply wounded me in the Belly; This made me retire to the. Roſte 
Cabinet, where lying dowae, I began to ſurvey my Bowels; aod peruſe all that 
was molt ſecret abour them: I drew chem out at full leageh, and had the 
curioſity to meaſure them with my hand, but 1 canngt; remember bow. many 
ſpannes they were long: "were a bard task to relate the humour I ways then in, 
for (though I found my ſelf deeply wounded) yet, methongbt, I was neither 
difmaid at the Danger, nor very defi.ous to ſeek a Remedy. I had not laine 
long in this Pickle, when the Woman that piſſcd in my mouth, ca me wich a 
Needle and Thred, and ſewed up the Orifice ſo neatly, as there remain d not the 
leaſt appearance of a Scarre : This done, ſhe invited me to her Cavern, with a 
promiſe to ſheu me Lauretta: When we were come below, perceiving, Lau- 
retta ſtand up in a corner without any motion, Paſſion made me run cagerly to 
imbrace her, but (inſtead. of being entertam d with debcage ſoſt fleſh) I felt 
nothing but a could Stone, which made qe imagine it was onely her Statue, 
and not ſhe : Yet I obſerved her eyes rowle to and fro, as if they bad imployed 
their owne lively Glances; and her Mouth, after the Prologue of a pleyling 
ſmile, gave me theſe words, My deare Francion, welcome, wy Anger is now o- 
verblowne, and I have here long waited fer your ( ming. The womay that 
conducted me, perceiving me ſomewhat per plex d, told me I did but caſt away 
my imbraces, for Lauretta was inc los d in a caſe of Glaſſe fitted to the propor- 
tion of her Body, which I might —ä— if 1 look'd but a croſſe upon 
it. Then ſhe fell to diſcourſe of Yalextine, and would needs perſwade we that 
L was as feeble and inſufficient as he to performe a charge in Leue combare, 
but withall, told me ſhe would anpiy s to reſtore my vigour ; (fox. you 
know in Dreames the fancy commealy is: moſt buſied in-reprating the paſlage: 
of the precedent day.) In ſumme, ſne made mg. lye downe at my full leagrh, 

thruſt a long ſlender Rick ſo farre into my Fundament, that it; appeat d ahave 
the Crowne cf my head; yer I was ſo farce from ſpeling: che leaſt paine, that I 
was more ready to break out into laughter than complaint; and all E ſyffer'd 
by its paſſing chrough me, was onely a tick};ng kinge of delight it left in theſe 
parts it pierc'd : Ar length guiding my hand to that part of che tick that came 
out at the top of my Head, I found it began to put out with hue Branches full 
of leaves, and a little after appear d the, Bud of an unhnowne Flower, which 
beginning to open, by degrees ſpred it ſelſe wide enqugh to emertaine my eye 
with the delight of its delicate colour, Curioſity made me long to know, whe- 
ther the ſmell was as gratefull to the Noſe, as the heauty to the eye; hut gor 
being able co carry my Noſe to that, I reſol v d to bring it co my Noſa: 30 ſa- 
tis fie my ſence I nipꝰd the ſtalk aſunder, bur was ſtrangely amas d when In. 
bloud drop from the parts my Nailes had wounded. Preſently aſter I bagan to 
be ſenſible of a little paine, of which whey I had acquainted my Chyrargion, 
ſhe came runging to me, and ſeeing what had done cxy d gut, vr owne na/b- 
weſſe has ruin Nes, Alas ! the flower you laue gather d was 118 ous of the Mem- 
bers of your Bolp, you miſt periſh immedistelyj; But I know free) it 1 
in jour power to reſtore me, far you have given a pregnant preof vhat not hing n 100 
hard for your S hid. wel ( ſaid the) 1le dus my beſt 10 cure joa, and fence Lduretta 
i; here too, I dp f by her megnes to ſucceed wel in may emerpriſe. This ſaid, 
ſhe opened that part of the Glaſſe · caſe which was oppoſite toLawprerq'Mouth, 
bidding her blow into a long hollow Cane, the ſurther end of which ſhe had put 
into a ſiitle hole in the ground, made on purpaſe;then having pull d the ſtick out 
of my body, ſhe plac d my back - part over a hollow paſſage, that directly anſwe- 
to the lower ed of the Cane; Now blow { faid he to Lauretta) with al! jour 


might, for it is your breatbing this way muſt reſter# your dying Servants Firits, 
though other Ladies w/e to apply, and receive fuch Cordigls from thiif Lovers, by 
fervent kiſſes at the ot her end, | FR? 
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Then, methought, I felt a ſweet breath gently ſteale in at my poſterne gate, 
which gave me a moſt incredible delight; by degrees it increaſed, and at length 
became ſo vehement, that it lifted me from the Earth to the Roof of the Vault: 
afterwards, by little and little, it began to moderate its violence, and in conclu- 
ſion, by a gentle kinde of hovering deſcent, ſet me downe againe: then turning 
my head toward Lauretta, I perceived ſhe had broken her Glaſſe priſon in 
two pieces, and looking very blithe, came dancing towards me; I being firme 
upon my feet (for ſhe had left blowing in the Pipe, that made me caper in the 
Aire) and forgetting the foregoing paſſages, an eager Love · fit made me ope 
my Armes with intent even to bruiſe her with my imbraces : Bur at that in- 
ſtant you waked me, and made me fee what an Armfull of ugly Wrinkles I had 
got, inſtead of my faire Miſtreſſe. When I conſider what delicate ſport you 
ſpoil'd, which I was rafting in Idea, i can give it noĩbetter title than an injury; but 
thenweighing again how you reſcu'd my body from polution,with a thing I can- 
not think on without horror, I find my Obligation too big for my Expreſſion, the 
Pleafare had onely diſſembled with my Fancy, but the Miſchief would have out- 
laſted the Dream, therefore I conclude my ſelf your deepDetor for the Corrteſie. 

* Indeed (replyed the Gentleman) I could wiſh you were not ſo beholding 
to me; for that which you are pleaſed to acknowledge ſo great a favour, I 
account an injury to my ſelf, and am now ſorry I'was ſo ready to wake you, 
« elſe your Dream had continued-Jonger, and the Pleaſure I receive in hearing 
you recount it, been proportionable : My eares were never entertained with 
« any thing more delightfull; What a happineſſe do you enjoy during the dull 
i ſeaſon of Night, to have your ſpirits recreated with ſuch gameſome enter- 
© tainments | had I the like favour from my Starres, I ſhould deſire to ſpend 
« three quarters of my life in ſleeping: for by that meanes, at leaft, I ſhould 
« voſſeſſe in imagination all the advantages I were denyed by Fortune. Ha! 
happy Endymion, favour me withthe knowledge of your Diet, and what forts 
of Drinks you uſe Bedwards; that furniſni you with ſuch pleaſant Dreames. I 
" (faid' Francion) commonly drink the beſt Wines T'ean finde, and eat none of 
« the meaneſt Meats ; H the God Morpheus viſits me ſometimes, he findes the 
« way to my lodging on his owne accord, I uſe no ſpell to bring him; Howe- 
«yer, I finde no ſuch pleaſure in my Dreames, as may invite you to deſire the 
like facultie; for, if you but ballance the inquietudes my Braine and whole 
Body have been toſs d in, you'l confeſſe they farre out · weigh any content- 
a ment I reſented: One while I was beaten, another while kick d and bruiſed 
with falls, on every hand | till met with ſomething of Siniſter. Of all your 
Adventures (ſaid the Gentleman) in my opinion, the moſt facetious was your 
* incounter with the Son's Horſe-keeper, when he ſent you a fiſhing Soules at 
the bottome of the great Baſon: I have obſerv'd your Spittle all this day, and 
e methinks it looks as if it were of that ſame liquor you ſwallow'd in your Di- 
c vinge. A rare imagination, in troth (replyed Francion laughing) But Sir, 
will you give me leave now to challenge your promiſed en of my 
* roving Fancy ? 1 finde ſuch an intricate mixture r Riddles in it (an- 
ſwered the Burgundian) that I need not bluſh to break my word, yet, leſt [ 
« ſhould too farre diſcredit my apprehenſion) I will adventure to bolt at as 
much Mythologie, as the ſhort Arms of my conquer d Conceit can fathome. 

And firſt, to begin with your old Man with the Padlock at his 
Mouth, methinks he repreſented a wiſe Man, that is not lav ſh of 
his language, and yet can tell how to break Silence, when Time in- 
vites hin. The babbling Tongues were Emblems of back biting Per- 
ſons, that never think they have ſaid enough, though every Word 
has a detracting ſting at the end of it. The Gyant, that was ſo inrag'd 
at the Satyricall unripping of his Vitious life, reſembles a wicked 
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States · man, that loves to act what he loathes to heare of. And if you 
would know the meaning of your Heavenly Adventurers, they may 
ſerve to deride the ſublime folly of pretenders to Aſtrologie, and 
mock at the repute, they would have the World aſcribe to their un- 
certaine Science. Ihe Glaſſe that broke when you fell into the Cave, 
ſhewes the inſtability of Worldly pleaſures. The Womans piſſing 
in your Mouth ſignifies, that the deare delight we fancy in the 
wanton exploit with Women, is but Excrement and Ordure; And 

Blow that ſtruck her into ſo many Pieces may ler you underſtand 
lraile conſtitution of Womens Love, which is ſo prone to be di- 
vided, and (upon every ſlight occation) ready to crack into inconſtan- 

:That the Head and Arms would not loſe their ſhare in the pleaſure 
with the reſt of the Merabers,ſhadowes their Vaine Pride, that would 
not onely be acor'd for; what is handſome about them, but what their 
partiall Miſtake apprehends to be ſo, though it be ror. By the Wanton 
Wenches that appear'd to you ſtrip'd of their apparel, you may fancy 
terreſtriall joyes that are poore and Naked, it compar'd with thoſe 
that dwell above. The Temples of. Maidenhead and Cuckoldry 
their owne Interpreters. And if Valentine would needs wound 
you with his hornes , it was becauſe the Courteſie you indea- 
vour'd to dos him, deſerv d no better requitall: but you were cur'd 
incontinent, and that ſhewed the ill will the Cuckold beates you, is 
never like to prove dangerous. As for Laaretta, whom you might ſee, 
but not touch, it may poſſibly meane that you may be deceiv'd in your 
pregnant hopes to enjoy her. And for the Remedy was given you for 
your imaginary impoteacy, your ctopping the flower that ſprouted 
above your head, and the ridiculous manner of ſaving your life, 
ſhewes that a broken head (as yours is now muſt have leave to dan- 
dle extravagant Ps If you will needs be ſo curious to inquire 
the meaning of your fall upon the Womens breſts, with ſome other 
circumftances, pray play your owne Reaſon at them, for I am te- 
ſolv d to be foole no longer, nor trouble my ſelfe with controuling or 
obſerving orhers follies. I cannor diflike your Reaſons ( anſwered 
Francion) and becauſc my Head is crack'd, I feare my Braines will fly 
out at the Chink. 


What Diſcourſe ſoever paſs'd betwixt them hereapon, for my owe part 1 
conclude with this opinion, that whoſoever fuffer themſelves to be carryed 
downe the ſtreame of Mundane Vanities, their Thoughts muſt continũally fol- 
low the motion of their Hearts, and their ſleep can ne*re be quiet; Or I may 
rather ſay, they ſleep and dreame alwaies, for what e're they fee is bur Illuſion 
and Fallacy ; in ſo much, though Francion ſeemed to diftinguiſh the Night- 
walkes of his Fancy from the reſt of his life's adventures, I eſteem them parallel, 
and believe his Actions were not much more tegular : However (as the com- 
mon errour of diſtempered People, is to believe they are not diſtempered )when 
he made the recitall of his Dreame, he imagined bimfelfe awake, and his com- 


panion thought no leſſe : For they, whoſe Braines are diſeaſed, and deluded 


with the Fantaſies of this World, are not capable of knowing the abuſe. 
Divers ingenious and agreeable flouriſhes and conceipts that took theit᷑ riſe 
from ſome Paſſages of the Dreame, were hadfomety interchang d 8 
12 eliow- 


be The Comical Hiſtory Lib. z. 


fellow · travellers, till at laſt they arrived at a faire Caſtle, that belong d to the 


Burgundian Gentleman, the plaiſance of whoſe Seat, with the ſtately Structure, 


curious Contrivance, ſumptuous furniture, and multitude of Attendance that 
paid him — reſpect at his entrance, ſpeak him of more eminent quality than 
Francien formerly imagined. 

After Supper the Gentleman conducted Francion into a goodly Chamber, 
preſſing him to goe to Bed preſently, becauſe he had need of Reſt, then com- 
manding the wound in his Head to be unbound, and the Plaſters his Countrey 
Chirurgion had applyed, to be taken off, he dreſs'd it with a certaine exquiſite 
Balme was brought out of T»rkze, that had the vertue in very ſhort ſpace co 
cure all ſorts of Wounds. This done, Tow promisr'd me laſt night in the | 
(faid he) to undiſguiſe your ſelfe, and give me a real account of your AS 
ticular Adventures; Now Leiſure and Opportunity invite me to chalenge your 
Promiſe, and I expett no leſſe ſatisfaftion from your Courteſie, than the diſcovery 
of your Name, and relation of your Fortanes. Sir (anſwered Francia ) the I- 
gratefulleſt among ii men were tos good a ſtile for me, ſhould I be ſo unworthy as to 
deny any thing you ſoall pleaſe to demand of me ; your Civilitits have made an abſe- 
late purchaſe of my ſervices, and while Heaven lends me breath, I ſhall ever ac- 
knowledge my ſelfe intirely yours ; I muſt account it one of the greateſt bleſſings my 
Starres did e re vonchſafe me, that I ſo happily incounter'd a Gentleman, whoſe 
Generoſity expects nothing but a few Words in recompence of ſuch ſignal favours : 
And now Sir, to give you earneſt of my Intention, to comply alwayes with jour de 
fires, I ſhall impley the beſt of my endeavonrs to anſwer your preſent expetation. 
This ſaid, the Gentleman ſeating himſelfe in a Chaire by his Bed-ſide, Fraxcies 
entertain'd him with this following ſtory. 

Since you are pleas d to be ſo laviſh of your time, as to waſte it in hearing 
my Diſcourſe, I thinke it not improper firſt to give you an account of my Ex- 
traction; My Fathers name was Ls Porta, his Native Countrey Bretanie, his 
deſcent is ſufficiently knowne to be from the nobleſt and moſt antient Families 
of that Province, his Vertues and Perſonall Valour were ſo ſignall,that(though, 
by the negligence and faithfull Tradition of the Pen- men of that age, he be not 
Chronicled in the Hiſtory of France) *tis not unknowae who he was, and 
his name lives yet freſh in the memories of the moſt conſiderable Perſons, for 
ſeverall generous exploits performed, as well in open Battailes, for the ſervice of 
his Prince, as in private Incounters. After he had worne out the beſt part of 
his Age, in expectation of Advancement, by the ſupport of ſome Grandes, 
finding Fortune partiall in the diſpenſation of her Favours, and not inclining to 
anſwer his Merit, he left the Court in a diſcontent, and retired into his owne 
Countrey, where he had a competent Eftate in Lands, which then fell intirely 
into his owne hands by the deceaſe of his Mother: But ſhe, having married her 
ſelfe ro a ſecond Husband after his Fathers Death, the ſurviving Succeſſor of her 
Bed, unwilling to relinquiſh the poſſeſſion of ſo good a Pawn, and being na- 
turally ck Tee Contention, detain d a conſiderable part to better his con- 
dition, and maintaine a ſuite againſt my Father with his owne Money. In fine, 
the Plea was drawne up is forma, and ready to be brought to a hearing before 
the Bailif of one of the Principal! townes in our Province; Inſomuch, my 
Father (who had rather have been commanded to force a Towne by aſfault, 
than conſtrained to fee a Lawyer; or make uſe of his ſword in a ſingle Combat, 
than handle a Pen or Buckram Bag at the Hall) knew not of what Wood to 
make bis ſhaft, nor how to comport himſelf in this conteſt ; At length, conſi- 
dering the ſtrange influence and Power Preſents have over the Viler fort of 
Soules (ſuch as the Iniquity of theſe Times has ſeated in the higheſt places of 
Judicature) he reſolved to tempt 7«ſtice with ſomething worth acceptance, and 
knowing the Grand Bailiff s vanity, he conceived a Piece of rich Satin, to new 


Robe him, might prove ponderous enough to weigh downe the Scale: _ 
thi, 
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this Silken baite, he went to recommend his caſe to his Judge, who aſſur d 
him he ſhould have Juſtic'; But my Father, having left his Lacquay at be doore, 
took the Satin under his owne Arme, which the Judge obſerving, bat 
bave jon there Sir ? ſaid he, i that 4 Bag of writings there under your Arme 
Have you any other piece to ſhew me Tes Sir anſwered my Father, It i a Piece 
of Satin was given me by a Merchant, in lien of a ſumme Money due to me, and 
1 take the boldneſſe to preſent it you, to refreſh your memory, and make you more 
willing to peruſe the Pieces I have delivered you concerning my Proceſſe, and 1 
beg your parden if it be net anſwerable to your Deſert. The Bailiffe putting on a 
ſevere Countenance, and gravely ſtroaking up his ſtarchd Muſtachoes, How 
Sir, (faid he) who doe you take me for ? I that am a Fudge Repal, whoſe Integrity 
# arreprovable, doe you thinks me a Man to be corrupted by a Bribe, or that your 
Preſent ( as you call it) can oblige me tobe e re a whit more eavefull of your Canſe? 
Doe not I know my owne duty thinke you, without ſueh Remembrancers ? Ge; Go, 
I have nothing to ſay to you, ner your Satin neither, though the purchaſing my Of- 
fice emptied my Coffers (1 confeſſe) I will not however repleniſh them with Money 
ſoill gotten, I ſhall content my ſelfe with Hononr and eAuthority : Learn hence- 
forwards not to tempt thoſe that are incorraptible, Did - your Proctor Live you thu 
advice? were 1 ſo aſſured he had no more diſcretion, I ſhould forbid him coming to 
the Barre this T mel ve-month, for he ought to anderſtand better than you what con- 
cernes my — | 
My Father ſeeming ſomewhat troubled at this check, and the perſonated 
choller, that painted it ſelfe in the Judges face, preſently put up the Satin again 
under his Cloake, and with a low Cap-Complement, took leave without ſpea- 
king one Word. The Miſtreſſe of the Hooſe, who from an inner Chamber had 
heard all the difference, not willing to let ſuch Preyes eſcape her Chutches, ſtop- 
ped his paſſage with a profound Courteſie acco with theſe Words, 
Tow (ce Sir, my Hu hand is ſomething Chalerick , you took not the right courſe to 
wake him 4 friend to your canſe,give me your Satin, I will pacifie him well enough, 
aud he ſhall accept your Preſent. My Father had already reſolved to convert it 
into a Suit for his owne wearing, though he ſeldome went in black, indeed ha- 
ting it as a Melancholy and undelightfull Colour, which ſuited. with none but 
People he did not greatly affect, becauſe contrary to his Martial! diſpo- 
ſition. : 
In ſumme, the Satin was delivered to Madam Bailz-veſſe ; But her Husband 
not knowing ſhe had been ſo provident, in meane time ſtood watching at his 
Hall window, and ſeeing his Client goe through the Court, Doe you heare, doe 
jon heare, Monſieur de la Porta (cry'd he aloud to my Father) you hall be for» 
given this once, ſo 1 finde you no more tardy ; you may leave what you wonld have 
given me even now, for I conſider it wonld be too much trouble for you to carry it 
home againe. I have given't your Wife already (anſwered my Father) and ſo 
went away directly to his Proctors, who was one of the beſt of the Cabal: Af. 
ter he had heard the paſſages betwixt my Father and the Bailiffe, Thi « no 
wonder you tell me, Sir, anſwered he, Alas | you know not the difpofition of the 
Man ſo well as J, He iu no atch-pole, but he will catch as many Pieces as be can; 
nothing comes amiſſe to his hands, and his houſe is like Hell, what ere you carry 
thither, you muſt not expett to bring it back againe. He ud you if 1 connſell d 
Jos to offer him that Preſent, becauſe he knowe! there's none of Vs that are ac- 
quainted with his humour, will give our Clients any ſuch Advice: Tos ſhenld 
have given it bus Wife at firſt, or rather emplozed ſome other topreſent it her, the 
better to cover the corruption, and that he might ſtill preſerve the repate of an 
Upright Man. | 


em re mm 


Notwithſtanding this Silken Baite, my Father loſt the Fiſh, and was not 


onely caſt in his Cauſe, but adjudg'd to pay all Charges, beſides the Judges 
Fees, which amounted high, for Monſieur Baily cared not for playing at ſmall 


I 3 games ; 
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games; and the reaſon that incited him to pronounce that jaſt ſentence, was 
this, The Adverſe party having intelligence from the Mercer that ſold the Satin, 
how it had been beſto ved, and fearing that fine preſent might prove prejudicial 
to his intereſt, went likewiſe before the Day of Hearing, to ſolicite Mr. Bailiff: 
But not daring to offer him any thing, knowing the cuſtome and humour of 
the Perſonage, he bethought himſelf of a gentile wile co obtaine his own pre- 
tences, and cloak the others corruption: So, obſerving a handſome Picture, as 
he walked in the Hall with his Judges Wife, he fell into high commendations of 
the rare workmanſhip, and wiſhed he knew where to purchaſe ſuch another 
Peice ; © This is at your ſervice (ſaid the Lady) if you are ſo taken with it, you 
** may command it. I am infinitely engaged to your courteſie, anſwered he, 
Zut pray tell me what it coſt, for I am reſolved to give you to the full value. 
** Truly Sir it coſt ſix Crowne. There's ſix and thirty for you, replyed he, put- 
* ting a purſe of money in her hand, the paines you took to buy it, and the 
** trouble you will find in weaning your fancy from it, de ſer ves a no leſs ſumme. 
The ſubtill Woman eaſily conjecturing why he gave her fo great a price for 
her Picture, pleaded his Cauſe fo cloſe, that overcome by her ſolicitation, her 
Husband pronounced ſentence in his favour. 

There's no baſe Action committed, though never ſo ſecretly, but by one 
Accident or other, is (till brought to light. This was publiſhed by a Servant- 
maid the Bayliff curn'd away, after he had paid her with many heavie blowes, 
which ſo exaſperated the ſilly wenches rage, that whereſoever ſhe came, ſhe 
related this ſtory, and ſpake his praiſes in ſuch termes, as readred him odious 
and ſubject to all Peoples cenſure. 

My Father diſtaſted at his ill ſucceſſe, went to communicate his caſe to a 
Counſellor in the Court of Parliament of our Province, deſiring to know if he 
might not appeale from the ſentence of that inferiour 7»ftice-ſeller. The 
Lawyer, who was never accuſtomed to diſſwade any Client from contention, 
failed not to remember his own intereſts in this Occurrence,and incouraged my 
Father by divers reaſons to ſue out his Appeal. Ton that are a Gentleman (ſaid 
he) muſt ſhew you have ſome Spirit, and nor ſuffer your ſelfe to be overcome eaßly: 
A Praceſſe is a kinde of a Combate, where the Palme is given to him that wins the 

Prize, as well as at the Olympick games. He that makes himſelf 4 Sheep (accor- 
ding to the Proverb) the Wolf will eat him: you muſt live in the Countrie among 
Fubborn, churliſh people, that will be apt to wrangle and denie your due obſervance, 
or come off quit of their Rents, eſpecially if they ſee you once ſo tame as to ſuffer your 
ſelf to be led by the Noſe like a muxled Ox. Beſides, if you remove your Snit to our 
illuſtrious (ourt, you will finde incomparable Advantages ; It will be a meanes 
to make you knowne to thoſe that never heard of yen, and render your Name im- 
mortal: For our Regiſters and Records are eternall Monuments where your Me- 
morie ſhall be preſerved to all Poſteritie, and your ſucceſſors that ſhall inherit the 
Eſtate you leave, ſeeing theſe authentiqae proefes of your endeavours” to preſerve it, 
will magnifie your care, and ſolemnize continuall Anniverſaries to your Remem- 
bran'e. Theſe conſiderations ought ts ſweeten your ſorrow, and make Jon not {0 
much repine at a little tranſitorie trouble, that perchance may disguft in the pur- 
fuance of your juſt Claime : In fine, by my Advice you ſhould not let your Adver- 
ſarie reſt, nor hearken to any compoſition, though be ſhould offer it, you need 
nothing but a definitive Sentence, and make you no doubt of obtaining one 
to your owne contentment, for your Cauſe has Reaſon and Equity ta plead 
or ut. 
5 Hereupon he fell a turning over Bartel and Caja, from head to feet, and 
cited Law-caſes of all ſorts, to prove my Fathers Right, who (good Man) be- 
lieved all he ſaid, not conſidering he was then in a place where they under ſtood 
nothing better than ſuppoſing of falſe titles, and never remember any reaſons, 


but ſuch as they know will pleaſe their Clients. To be ſhort, he was directed 
to 
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to a ſucking Proctor lately ſprung up, who, I am confident, had payed money 
for his reception (1 know to whom) for there was no likelihood his practiſe or 
experience in affaires at the Courts of Judicature, could have purchaſed him the 


permiſſion co plead. Nevertheleſſe, he was not ſo ignorant, but he knew well 


enough how to increaſe his Talent, and indeed he was ſo good a Proctor, that 
he procured ſtill for himſelf, however his Clients far d; My Father was like to 
ſucceed well in mean time. This Fellow, to make his profit double, ſuffer'd 
himſelf ro be gain'd by the Adverſe party, ſo played his game with both hands, 
and inſtead of advancing my Father's buſineſſe, retarded it, maugre all his ear- 
neſt ſolicitations, making him believe all the needleſſe Demurres he made, were 
neceſſary, and not to be avoided. All his diſcourſe was ftill Monie, Monie, 
which be affirmed he muſt have for ſeverall fees, and other charges, though 
there was no occaſion of disbur ſing any thing: yet my Father refuſed not to 
furniſh him as oft as he deſited, on parpoſe to induce him to make more Expe- 
dition in his Buſineſſe. 

On the other ſide, the Counſellor drew up I know not how many Writings, 
with two words in a line, chat he might get the more: And to ſwell up the 
Number, his Clerk uſed a certain kinde of Cacographie, that admitted a multi- 
rude of ſuperfluous letters, you would have judged him a fworn Enemy to thoſe 
tbat will have men write as they ſpeak, or fancy Du: gardiſmes, and ſpell com, 
hav, &c. without e, and detor, dout without b. Beſides, he had ſuch a full Cha- 
racter eech d out with long Cloak · bag· ſtring daſhes,as ſometimes a whole Line 
will ſcarce containe two Words: But the Words were more to be excepted 

againſt than the Letters, for they ſignified no more than Ciphers, all was but 
friyolous diſcourſe, that had not the leaſt reference to the buſineſſe in agitati- 
on. This Counſellor had this pretty cuſtome among other commendable 
naliries, that if he bad any thing to buy, be would be ture to get by the firſt 
Bill ot Replication came to his hands to be drawn, as much money as his occa- 
ſions required; for he did uſually calculate before-band how many ſheets, 
would amount to fach a ſamme, which computed, he preſently reſolved to fill 
them · though but with old Ballades. My Father reflecting upon theſe Abu- 
ſes, one day, as he was paying for ſome ſuch Writings, could not forbear ſaying, 
All he had done and ſcribled to that inſtant, availed not him a tittle, that he 
« could have done as much himſelf, and perchance more, though he was not 
* of the profeſſion; that it was but frivolous and unneceſſary babbling, to quote 
* ſo many Caſes in Law, whereas he was certaine the Court never took notice 
«* of them. This reproach awaked the Lawyers paſſion, and thinking his Honour 
highly intereſſed by this accuſation, he returned ſuch unhandſome lan ; as 
fomented their diſpute, and of a private Complaint began an open I: 
But my Father, the leſſe co provoke his Counſellor, by imputing all the kna- 
veries of choſe Gown-men to one particular perſon, made his Attaque gene- 
rall, and inveighed againſt the whole Tribe of Practitioners,” from the Petti- 
fogger to the Bencher, with ſuch expreſſions, as ſpake them little leſſe Mon. 
ſters than they are: hat ſhame ts this (ſaid he among other things) that theſe 
Vllaines ſhould exerciſe their Robberies thus publiquely without puniſhment ! 
They have found ont a thouſand ſubtill tricks to cheat men of their Eſtates, they 
aggravate ſlight Treſpalſe es on purpoſe to ſoment Contention, and if any difference 
bet wixt Partie and Partie grow to a Lam ſuit, they are all furniſted with ſuch 
malices and ſbifts to an the ¶ auſe, and cover their cunning Contrivances, 


that both Plantiff ani Defendant ſpall returne home with loſſe, while they inſen- 
febly convey rhe whale Profit into their owne Pockets. Can men be ſuch fooles tobe 
dreyned by theſe Blood. ſuckers ? Doe they wet plainly perceive all theſe bundles of 
Bill and Anſwers are made meerely to deceive them ? To what purpoſe ſerve all 
theſe unneceſſarie Procedures, but to render Cauſes more obſcure? Why doe they 


not proceed to ſemtence as ſoone as the Parties baue produced their Bvidence ? rs n 
| : 
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the wor#t in all theſe p uriadiſtions u, there are ſo man) different formes and man- 
ners of proceeding ; I would gladly know a reaſon why they ſhould not in all places 
uſe the beſt and ſhorteſt way to decide differences: jet what need of ſuch a queſtion ? 
Tus palpable enough their Avarice invented theſe Demurros meerely to abuſe, and 
more covertly cheat thoſe who underſtand not their Pettifegging tricks. Tou are 
angrie for a flight matter(ſaid the Counſellour )and 1 427 2) you complain with- 
out 4 cauſe : Is there any thing the Univerſe can boaſt of more admirable, than 
the manner of canvaſſing Cauſes in our Courts? Is 4t not 4 mark of the Crandeur 
of Juſtice to be attended by ſuch ſeverall Formalities, which like 45 many ſecret 
Springs ſerve each in their due Order. to compleat the Frame, and give metian to 
that great Machine, which you Clients cannot obſerve without aamiration and 
much contentment ? As for the difference of Procedures in diſtintt f uriſdiftions, 
it is rather to be commended than condemned; for doe not you know every Countrie 
muſt have its ſeverall Cuſtome ? I will grant all you ſay to pleaſe you (anſwered 
my Father) but 1 am angrie that after all your triflings, and aur patience, Juſtice 
is not rendred as it ought ; if at length we could have but Right done us, there are 
no Delaies, no Formalities in your Proceedings, that we ſhould think inſupper- 
table. 

Hereupon the Counſellor alledged divers things in juſtification of his honon- 
rable profeſsion, yet was conftrained at laſt ro acknowledge, much might be 
ſaid againſt it; but in concluſion, he gave this Reaſon, That the Divinity bad 
ſent this Sconrge among Mortals to puniſh the enormities of their Crimes. Af. 
ter ſeveral like Arguments, he was farther urged by my Father to confeſſe 
it was a generall Vulgar Errour, to call the perplexing of a Cauſe with Tricks, 
in one word, Practice, without diſtinguiſhing of what it is a Practice, as if there 
were no other kind of Practice, or that this bad gained ſo great a Prerogative 
over all others, as the onely naming that rerme ſuffic d to make any capacity 
comprehend what was meant. | 

Bnt to return to the Proceſſe, It was referred to the moſt fantaſticall Coun- 
cellour of the whole pack. And it is remarkable, I know not by what dif- 
favour of the Starres, that ſort of people became half fooles by that time they 
arrive to thoſe grave years, as render other men more reſpected for their ſage 
Counſels and Deportments : All that ever bitherto frequented the ſupreme 
Courts, are ſtumbled at this obſervation, and the moſt probable reaſon can be 
given in my opinion, is, that for the molt part they are fellowes of low, decre- 

ſted Souls, deſcended from Parents of deſpicable extractions, and to keep 
thoir abſurd Gravity, they ſequeſter themſelves from all good Converſation, 
paſsing their time onely in ſuch ſtudies, as render them as much more ſtupid as 
— are more vile and ſordid than any other perſons the whole world af- 
ords. 

My Father's Reporter, through his conſtant ſolitude, was become at length 
a perfect Miſant hropos, no body could boaſt of having any aſcendance over 
his Spirit; he was ſo Chymicall, neither party need feare, his compliance or 

pactiality; the onely danger was,left he (ſhould miſconſtrue, or not comprehend 
the Cauſe, for which he was more famous than for any other quality, except an 
impertinent Confidence, that flattered his vain credulity,no mans apprehenſion 
was ſo quick and ſolid as his own. 

The firſt time my Father went to fee him, at a diſtance. he took him for a 
Cryer of Faneyals, and finding him ſtanding at his dore without any Compa- 
ny or Attendants, be was ahout to aske him, who was lately dead in that Quar- 
ter; But a young Man handſomely clad accoſting this ill: looking fellow with a 
low-Reverence, made him correct his thoughts, and conſider he might be the 
Maſter of the Houſe , and before he made bis Addreſſes, inquiring who that 
ſpruce Y ontker was, he learn'd 'twas his Wotſhips Clerk, who from a Groom 
had raiſed himſelſe to that degree, where he omitted not to uſe his fingers to 

| the 
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the beſt advantage, and curry Clients purſes, iuſtead of his Maſters hotſes. 

The Councellor receivedithis viſit without diſcovering any of the odd humots 
diſeas d his braine, but at the next interview (my Father acquainting him with 
ſome particulars concerning his one buſineſſe) he bid him hold bis peace like 
an ignorant Pratler, that knew not what he ſaid, and ſend his Attorney who 
had more experience and Judgement to ſtate his Caſe. 

Not many dayes after, my Father returning co his houſe, the old Idiot ſpied 
his ſword, (1 know not what fooliſh fancy fed his feares, but twas no leſſe cri- 
minall for any Gentleman to weare Weapons in his houſe than Spurres in the 
Palace) and as if ſome danger had required his ſpeedy oppoſition, he preſently 
ran to take downe an old ruſtie Halberd that hung in his ball, and brandiſhing 
it with his trembling hands, ſtood upon his guard at the top of the ſtone eps, 
as if he meant to ſtop the paſſage into the houſe. My Father deſiring to know 
the reaſon of this Antique Poſture, he anſwered, That ſeeing him come into his 
court with Armes, he knew not but his deſigne might be to take his bouſe by Aſſault, 
and therefore he reſolved to ſtand upon his owne defence. 

This was onely a laughing matter, but there ſucceeded-other Paſſages that 
made my Father curſe the houre he ere began his Suit, and at length notwith- 
ſtanding all his Attorneyes perſwaſive arguments and advice, he went to viſit his 
Father · in · Law, offering to come to a comprimiſe, and the better to induce him 
to conſent, I beſeech you Sir, ſaid he, let us ſpeedily withdraw from this Gulfe, 
whereinto we have imprudently caſt our ſelpes otherwiſe we ſhall be both ſwallowed 
up; for my owne particular, I had rather have to doe in Hell, than at the Hall, 
rather endure any torture than the perplexities of Law. and I believe the greateſt 
torment has been invented for the damned, à to ſow diſſention among them, and 
mabe them receive injuries, for which they ſhall never obtaine reparation, not- 
withſtanding all the paines and diligence can be wſed. Be confident when we com- 
pute our charges, neither of ua ſhall finde much advantage againſt his Adverſary, 
nor any thing neerer the aecompliſhing his deſigne; The whole Eſtate we contend 
for, will become à prey to this execrabls Tribe of Villainet, who live onely upon o- 
thers ¶Mpoiles, and deſire us other occaſion of eſtabliſhing and enriching their owne fa- 
milies, than the Ruine and impoveriſhing their Clients : Had nat We better 
keep our Money, than fling it away upen felowes that ne re returne thanks, 
but rather thinks us beholding ftill to them, and for three lines of Writing without 
Senſe, reckon us a ſumme beyond Reaſon ? Let us divide betwixt ua, what each 
coveted to preſerve intire for himſel e, or I proteſt (1 am ſo haraſt and diſcoara- 
ged by the Malices of theſe cheating Lawyers) rather than ſuffer my ſelfe a 
longer to be made a Prey to their inſatiable Avarice, I will reſigne my Intereſt, 
and give you peaceable poſſeſſion of the Whole. 

This free propoſition arguing a generous Candour in my Father, and pro- 
miſing much advantage to the adverſe Party, ſo won upon his humour, that 
though before he would hearken to no Propoſalls of reconcilement) he re- 
liſhed theſe Reaſons, and onely demanded ſome time for more" ſerious delibe- 
ration. Meane while happy chance preſenting (with ſome advantages) to my 
Father's unprepared eyes theBeauty of aCompleatVirgin, ter to his Step- 
Father, by a former Venter (who from her infancy had been bred at Penſion 
in a Religious Houſe) he ne're was ſatisfied with ſeeing her, this frequent look- 
ing begat an amotous liking,and liking ſoon grew ap to ſuch fervent love, as he 
preſently reſoly'd to demand her in Marriage, which defire crown'd with che 
Father's and her owne conſent, made a perfect Pacification, and concluded alt 
differences by this Conjunction, to the ſorrow and ſhame of all their Lawyers, 
who expeRed no ſuch Iſſue. | | 

Within one yeare after the ſolemnity of the Naprialls, the Nocturnal pri- 
vate toiles were recompenced with a publick joy by the Birth of a pretty Fe- 
male, and about the Expiration ofthe like terme, ſucceeded a n 
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the ſame kinde ; But five yeares were elapſed after their Marriape, before I had 
a Being; my firſt entrance into this World was remarkable, upon the ſame day 
the three Sage Kings followed the direction of the Star: For, my Mother, ha- 
ving been Queen «1 the Jeane that Night, fitting at the Tables end, and drink- 
ing to all her Subjects, felic ſome Throes that forced her to quit the Compa- 
ny, and repoſe upon a Bed, where ſhe was ſoon after delivered of me, without 
any other aſſiſtance than the Sage Matrons, Fortune had conducted thicher, 
to divert their duller thoughts, and quicken 7iwe's flow pace with ſome joviall 
recreation. 

Thus I was borne Dolphin; but when I ſhall ſee the Royall Crowne upon 
my head, is beyond my knowledge; they dranke ſo many fa Carovſes to my 
health, as almoſt made all the Barrells in our Cellar empty : So, you muſt not 
thinke ſtrange if I am a deep Drinker now, for finding my ſelfe of a competent 
Age, and Conſtitution, I am reſoly'd vm to anſwer proportionably all thoſe, 
that challeng d me tha to the Combat of the Cup, and I believe I ſhall beare a- 
way the Palme. 


2 
aF To avoid prolixity, my Mother (as ſhe conceived) being not ſo well reſol- 
ved, as to prove a Nurſe, delivered me unto a Farmers Wife, of a neigh- 
bouring Village te be foſtered ; nor doe I pretend to paſſe my verdict, whether 
or no ſhe did well to ſuffer me to fuck any bodyes milke ſave her owne, for that 
in the firſt place, l am not ſo unnaturall a Son as ta pry into her Actions, for 
that l'le aſſure you, it concernes me not at all, ſince I never ſycked from my 
Nurſe any humours which might be diſpleaſing unto Men of Wit and Courage; 
True it is, that I doe remember I was taught, as other children are, a thou- 
ſand fopperies invented by the Vulgar, inſtead of being brought up by degrees 
even from my youth, in high concernments, and being accuſtomed to ſpeak 
nothing, that might ſavour of lowneſle or Raſeneſſe ;bu ſince that time (to my 
comfort be it ſpoken) l did accuſtome my ſelfe to that which was praiſe - worthy. 
And I muſt-needs tell you (by the by) a pretty paſſage which happened unto 
me after I was weaned, and thus it was; I ſg exceſſively loved Pap, that it be- 
came my daily food : Now as the Maide had ſet the Skillet over the Fire in my 
Chamber, whilſt chat I was yet a bed, ſhe was called upon from out the Yard, 
and ſhe leaving ber Skillet on the Hearth, went to know what was the matter; 
in the meane while a crafty Ape, which. one of our neighbours had of late pri- 
vately kept, coming forth. from under a Bed where be lay hid, and having ob- 
ſerved(as you may imagine)bow formerly the children were uſed to be fed with 
Pap.; he foined apancke Skillet, and taking the Pap, all beſpattered my face 
there with; after which, he brought me all my cloaths, and taking me up, he 
did put them me on after a new Mode, thruſting my Legs into my Coat ſleeves, 
and my Armes into my Stackins, nor can you believe hut that I cryed to ſome 
tune, the uglineſſe of the Animall terrifying me not a little: But the Maid, 
who was othenwiſe buſted, came never the faſter for all that, My Father and 
Mother being gone to the Church; Finally, the Ape having thus pe rfected his 
Comedy, leaped out at the Window upon the next Tree, and thence gained his 
Maſters houſe: The Maide returning a while after, and finding mein ſuch a 
Jack of Lent like poſture, wherein the Ape had left me, bleſſed ber ſelfe a thou- 
ſand times over andiover, skreeking and rouling her eyes too and fro, being 
much aſtoniſhed; at length appealing me with. blandiſhments, ſhe asked me 
who had thus tricked: me up, and by reaſon 1 had formerly heard fay that the 
Deyill was ſome ugly thing; I told her; that it was a little boy as illfavoured as 
the Devill, for I took the Ape who had a green Coat on, to be a boy. 
Nor was L ſo much miſtaken therein, as a Switzer, who meeting with an Ape 
ata Taverne doore, gave bim a ſixe pence to change, and perceiving that in 
cad:ofthe change which he expected, the Ape made mouths at him, 1 is 
811 | ceſſantly 
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and Daggers by their fides,which em very Worſhipfull Gentlemen 
to the Clownes thinking, he having never {cen tlie li 1 55 took N his 
Hat and made them a formal Leg; the 2 having ſtuffed chem- 
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alwaies watched, or at leaſt 1 to have done ſo ( for thar I believe they 
eaſily gave way to, and ſuffered themſelves to be overcome by ſleep ) when as 
he that had the watch the ninth 'nighr, came and told my Father that he bad 
ſeen ſomebody ii che garden';-whereupon my Father took a Piſtol and went as 
ſoftly as he could, together with his ſervant, to the ſuppoſed place, where he no 
ſo6fle} atrived, but be ſaw a man fly thence rowards a part of the Wall, which 
was broken down ; and he _ after him, off his Piſtol in the aire, 
which ſo affrighted the party who fled, that together with his ſtumbling againſt 
à ſtone, he could'not any longer ſupport himſelf, ſo that my Father overtook 
him before that he had time to Fotze againe; and by his voice, which he was 
conſtrained to make known, by his begging'ro be forgiven, our ſervant diſcove- 
re that it was à Pefant, who lived in an adjacent Market: town, or Borough, 
and by his having a Basket, wherein was two. or three Bon- Cbrettin pears, 
my Father percerv&d that he was come rhither to ſteale Fruit: However, his 
courage was ſo firre from taking fevenge on ſo contemptible a raſcall, as that 
he ſatisfied himſelf with the giring of him three or four ſound kicks in the 
breech, and rhe tnenacing of him to deliver him up into the hands of the Ju- 
ſtice, in caſe he returned to commit the like miſdemeanour; whereunto he 
added a very Fterfant and laufidle act of Clemency ; Gos too inſatiable Gulli- 
Cute, faid he, I prote fl [ ſee its but loft labour to 'endeavour to binder thee from 
ftraling of niy fruit; for that I cannot keep watch every night; nor will I be at the 
charge: of hei biniug my Walls:- But let us make an agreement, how many Pears 
wilſeſt thou by the yeare, on the condition that you ſhall no more come and  fteale 
them ? Wilt thaw be content wicth'one hundred ? Whereunto this bruite villain 
mage anſwer, ghd by my Fay Fir, ſo I might be looſer by the bargaine. Which 
X ſeerticd tob#lively an naturall unto my Father, that inſtead of its ma- 
kei angry o fidof laughter im i and cauſed him to diſmiſſe 
w, cohtinding one ly tis former threats againſt him, being very well 
lenſed to have found out whit # ſtrange kinde of Ghoſt it was, which our Men 
ſeen galloping oh che top of the Trees; but as concerning the Spirit, 
Who had tormented me, und ravag'd the Houſe, he knew not what to deeme 
Si. 21 02% 141m 25 SIRI « * | 
On che mort6w my Father efitring irit6th&Houſe, where the Ape was kept, 
Find him fafltied with an Fo chaine in the Houſe of Office, and asking a 
Labourer who had his dwelling there, whoſe Beaſt that was ? he anſwered that, 
ir deloriged unte a Friend of li WO had ſeſt ĩt in truſt with him, adding there- 
unte, ehiat it wis true, the fait Ape bad played many mad pranks: having 
tie ay befote bern at a Barbers Shop, and returning home took a diſh-clour, 
audwrapt it about cdie Cats neckę and having Roln a paire of diſſers, the Ape eſ- 
to trim the Cut, in imitation of wfiat he had ſeen in the Barbers ſhop, 
tur off af the Cats Whiskers; however I ſhould be glad to be rid of ber, 
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doe chat ſhe plagtes me extreathly, and I have been conſtrained to chaine her 
uß in this manzer, becauſe that within two dayes after I had her, ſhe got into 
—— — [apprehend ). ſhe would returne to doe ſome more 
cee, in cafe mould let her looſe; whereapon my Father making a ſtrict 
of the ptefſxed day; wherein the Aps Fubtotding to the Clownes ſay- 
ſhould rave been ar our Rufe, diſcovete@ithar the was the Devill, where- 
there had been ſo muctr udyſe made, of which they figad ſo much in 
— — —— ? $2557 019971 01:1 9890 h oh 
Mhhereby you may obſerve; chat poore ſpirited fellowes doc uſually deceive. 
therſelves; and-Gonctiveiparayck feares, Ius tie ſame ſort as our people did; 
aud us for your ꝭſxid who live: neare unto che Villages; you may beſt. judge 
ofit; that there is not ſo little a Hamblet, where its not rumor d, that Spirits 
——— the meane while, in ca(s tho buſmeſſe were well enquired 
1 er would appeare, that the Inhabitanti ve grounded theſe their opini- 
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ons on ordinary accidents, and naturall cauſes, the reaſon whereof is hid- 
den from their dull, and groſſe beetle-heads; and its a wonder to my ſelfe, 
that during my Infancy, I never was ſubject to be frightned by ſuch bug- 
bears, for eyer when our Maids (thinking to correct me for ſome tricks, 
which were not pleaſing unto them) told me they would cauſe me to be 
eaten up by the Beaſt which came and gave me a- viſit one Morning, when 
as I was yet a Bed; lheeded it as much, as if they had juſt ſaid nothing 
at all. 

[| muſt needs paſſe by ſeverall pretty waggeries, which I committed du- 
ring this my Non-age, that ſo I way aſcend a little higher; for when I at- 
rained unto the yeares of diſcretion, I had a Maſter appointed me, to teach 
me to write and read, but I ftayed not long with him, for I was put to 
School to the Parſon, who ſoon taught me that little Latine which he 
had. 

And by I know not what ſecret inſtinct of Nature, I was incited to hate 
the unworthy actions, the ſottiſn talk, and the ridiculous wayes of my 
School- fellowes, who were all of them my Fathers Tenants Sonnes, brought 
up but rudely according to the Country faſhion ; I inſtructed them how 
they were to behave themſelves, but if they followed not my precepts, I 


then laid on them to ſome tune, ſo that we were always at daggers drawing; 


for theſe inferiour Soules, being not ſenſible of the good which I intended 
them, and not — that he who loveth well, alſs chaſtiſeth well, did 
at every time make oppoſition, and ſaid unto me in this Gibbridge ; How 
wow ? becauſe you are a Gentleman, you thinke you may domineere over au, with 
a thouſand ſuch like ruſticall impertinencies and fopperies ; ſometimes they 
complained to their Parents of my ſeverity, and ſo exaſperated the buſineſſe, 
that they came and brought my Father to warne me from the beating of 
their children, who durſt not revenge themſelves of me, but I did fo cunningly 
plead mine owne cauſe, that they were conſtrained to avouch that I had all 
the reaſon in the world, to correct thoſe abſurdities which they com- 
mitted. 2 
Oftentimes hearing my Father diſcourſe of Univerſities, in which there 
were Colleges to inſtruct youth, and where all kind of peoples children 
wete admitted of; I patlionately deſired to go thither, for to enjoy ſo good 
company, whereas at home I onely converied with Countrey Louts, and 
bruite Coridons: My Father, perceiving that I was naturally inclined to 
Learning, would not at all divert me from the ſame; in reſpect he full well 
knew, that it was but a very ill Trade for me to follow the Warres as be 
had done. Now whereas the Colleges of our parts, were not according to 
his Phantaſie, -notwirhftanding all my Mothers obſtacles and moans, he 
b mſelſe having ſome urgent affaires at Para, took me along with him, and 
bobrded me with the Maſter of the College at Lyſenr, unto whom was re- 
commended by ſome of his friends, & having given me in charge unto a cer- 
tain Advocate of his old acquaintance, whom he defired to furniſh me with 
all neceſſaries; he returned into Britasne;cleaving me tothe mercy of Pe- 
dants, Who having dived into my {mall-capacity, they declared me to be fit 
tor che fifth C laſſis, though it was by favour too. 100 4 La 
But marke you what a fad alteration I met withall, and how farre L was 
roiſcek,) being gotten quite Beyond my byes" for I came very ſhort of 
the enjoyment of thote pleaſures, which I promiſed my ſelſe, —— 
imagine that it was very ſtrange unto me, to be abſent from my Father, 
who oftentimes took me along with hi unto ſeverall Loruſhips, which he 
had in Britain, and where I was ru mg-yuuing Maſter ; and 
3 you 
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you may imagine how it angred me, to have loſt that ſweet liberty which! 
enjoyed by galloping from place to place in the Countrey, going a Nutting, 
and plucking of grapes in the Vineyard, without feare of the Farmers; as 
alſo in follo ving the Doggs and Hunts- men, for that as now, I was more 
cloyſtercd up by thefe Fryers,and was forc't to keep houres,to be aſſiſting at 
the Divine ſervice, at Meales, and at the Lectures, when as the Bell told, by 
which all our Actions are regulated, and in lieu of my former Maſter, the 
Parſon, who never gave me ſo much as an ill word, I had now to doe with 
a Regent,who had a terrible aſpect, and who walked alwayes wich a whip in 
his hand. with which he could as well fence, as any one of his Calling. Nor 
doe I believe that Dionyſus the Tyrant, (who after a ſtrange change of his 
Fortunes, became Scholemaſter, to the end that he might ſtill command) 
_ a more majeſticall, haughty and terrible countenance than him- 
elfe. | 

Now the moſt difficult taske which I met withall, under this Mans do- 
minion, was that I was never to ſpeak but in Latin, and I could as well 
have been hanged as not to let flip ſome words of my Mother-zongue, inſo- 
much that I ever and anon incurred the penalty of receiving a blow with a 
Ferule ; for my part I once reſolved to doe as Pythager his Scholler did, to 


keep filence for ſeven yeares * in regard as foon as I opened my 
wi 


Mouth, I was accuſed and rev as hainous words, as if I had been the 
greateſt monſter in the world; but they might as well have cut out my 
Tongue, as have debarred me from ſpeaking truth; beſides I inclined ſo much 
towards the property of my ſexe, as that I would not let my 
Tongue mouldy for want of uſing of it, inſomuch that to let it have 
its fall ſcope and cgrriere, I was conſtrained to make it pronounce the 
quaimteſt Latin words, that I could deviſe, or had learned, unto which 1 
added others in Pedters French, to patch up my diſcourſe withall. 

My Chamber-Pedant was as proud and impertinent an Ape, as poſſi. 
ble could be, he cauſed himſelf to be called Horten ſiuu, out of a vaine-glory, 
as if he bad been deſcended from that famous Orater who lived at Rewe in 
Cicero's time, or that he were as elegant as he; I ſuppoſe his right name wa s 
Maſter Hurt en, but that he purpoſely altered it, ro the end people might 
believe he had ſomething of a Romas in him, and that the Latin was as natu- 
rall to him, as his Mother- Tongue: In like manner, divers Authors of this 
our, Age, have more ridiculouſly clad their names in a Raman diſguiſe, 
and have them terminated in an um, that their books might have a better 
vont, and that the Vulgar and ignorant might believe that they were com- 
poſed by antient writers. Nor ſhall I need to trouble my ſelſe to name them 
farther, you need but to repaire to Pauls Church yard, or to Ducke Lane, 
where you may know them by their workes. 

But notwithſtanding that my Maſter committed the like folly, and that 
he was endowed with an innumerable quantity of ſuch like mock-vertues ; 
All of us Scholars were not a jot ſorry for it, not ſo much I will promiſe 
von, as to finde his incxpreſfable dogged and miferable covetous con- 
dition, which made him pocket up the greateſt part of our boord Wages, 
to feed us onely on Poors ahn or empty Platters: And as then to m 
geen tiefe and regret I did learne, that all the words which doe expreſſe 

Uaters and mefortunes of Scholars, doe by a very remarkable fatality, 

n witch a P. as; firſt of all. touching our Maſters themſelves, they are 
aud Penurious fellowes, we the Scholars are pitifull, poor, painfull, 

„ pennileſſe, and ſuch tike Epithers, which are ſo numberleſſe, that 
would be three maine things wanting to ſumme them up unto — 
4 good 
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2 Dictionary, a great deale of Patience, and a good deale of Lei- 
ure. a 
As for our Breakfaſt and after-noons Lunchins, we were even at the mer- 
cy of a moſt accurſed mercileſſe perſon, who purpoſely to bereave us of our 
pittances, took a walk by his Maſters command, at the very inſtant that he 
ſhould have delivered them unto us, purpoſely to ſpare charges, and to make 
us faſt out a bad dinner, when as nothing was ſet before us, but what my 
Maſter had a minde we ſhould eat, nor could we ever crave fo much favour 
at his hands, as to obtaine any Rediſhes, Sallat, Muſtard or Vinegar, left 
they might beget in us a comming appetite, or 4 good ſtomach to our victu- 
alls: Maſter Hortenſius, my learned Tutor, was one of thoſe who 
loved ſuch like Sentences, as thoſe which were engraven on Apes Tem- 
ple, and therefore he wrote Nequid im, over out Kitchin doore, that 
the world might take notice, that it Rood not with his good liking, that 
a Man ſhould ſurfeit with che Banquets, and Quickſhawes,which were there 
to be made ready. | 
Good God | a moſt pittifull meſſe in compariſon of that which the very 
Swine-heards of our Village did daily feed on; and for all that, we were 
rermed to be Gluttons, and yet we were conſtrained to dip our hands in the 
diſh one after the other, by a Mathematical rule; our Pedant accounted 
thoſe his darlings, who were ſacisfied with fuch a ſmall proportion, as was 
allotted them, but you may imagine that they were Cockneyes, _— 
Pompered wp, and who were ſoon glurred : but as for my felfe, it was 
therwiſe with me, for I was not brought up ſo delicatety ; however I 


had never a whit the better there, although my Mafter would out- face me, 


that I did eate more than foure others, E us God knowes, I had bot m 
juſt allowance; Finally, it was unpothibie for me to ingratiate my ſelfs with 
him, and at one Meales, he continually han ped upon x Lecture of abſtinency, 
which was alwaies meant to me; he alle Cicero, who' ſaith, That 4 
Mas muſt owly Eater to Live, ut Live % Eave and thereumo he arinexed 
ſeverall Examples of the Sobrievy of the Aatients; nor did he forget the 
ſtory of the Captaine who'was a rootirip of Tarnipps for bis ; 
moreover, he manifeſtsd undo us, how chart when the body is over- 
with humours, the ſpirits could not exerciferheir neceſſary functions telling 
us, that we were put to him to ſtudy and not to glut our ſelves witty Meut, 
that therefore we ſhould have A greater reſpect᷑ to the one, than to the o. 
ther: But if any Phyſitian had been preſent , and had fided wich" us 
as having the better cauſe, he would have corfured- our Pedant 
proved, that there is nothing worſe for children, than to make chem bait; 
7 doe you not thinke that he had a grein deale of reuſon —__ 

nency, whileſt eight ofus were preyifig upon one poor h ; 
he had a whole —— ſo that never WA T —. — 
ted in Hell by choſe lovely Apples, which he could not obtaine, chan ve were 
by thoſe dainty morſells which we durſt not touch. 

And whenſoever any of uschanced to comitnit an Error he then enjoyued 
him a very profitable Perinance as to hitnfelfe , for he put them out of 
Commons for ſome certaine dayes, and bept them at Bread and Water, 
whereby he alſo kept eleane Sheets, and ſpareũ tile Money he ſhontd! ve 
laid out in Rods. Now on Holy dayer av aglinft Tweiferide, Shiroweride; 
Bartholmew-Faire and the like, he never tremed us x jot better, unleſſe we 
contributed every one of us a Grown entraerdinaty; not wis lie; as" Men 
any loſer: by the great Feaſts whieh hie made us by reaſon* that ha Ving ac- 
cuſtomed us to Faſt all the yeat᷑e long, h then conte us W 

ing 
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nothing, for ſome few boyled Poultry, and other ſmall Foule:, and 
a little waſted Cates, ſtood us inſtead of Lucullus and Appic ius their moſt 
ſamptuous Banquets; and of which our Pedant never made mention but by 
his branding of them with the title of Infamous Hogs, and Churls; And 
by theſe, and ſuch like meanes, he enriched himſelfe, to the great loſſe and 
griefe of our poor bellyes, which cryed ont vengeance againſt him; and re- 
ally there was nothing I apprehended ſo much, as that che Spiders would 
make their Cobwebs on my Jawes, by reaſon of my not ſtirring of them, 
and keeping them in their due exerciſe, at the uſuall houres of repaſt; And 
its beſt knowne unto God, what ſhifts I was forced to make, and how I was 
very often conſtrained to conjure for a belly-full. 

When the Principall of our Colledge, who was a very brave ſparke, 
was monyed, and gave entertainment to his Friends,we were preſent at the 
Feaſt, and at the ſerving up of the laſt courſe, with the Fruit, we preſented ſe- 
verall Epigrams unto the Gueſts, who in returne of our Verſes, gave ſuch a 
parcell of Tarts, Cuſtards, Fruit, and ſuch like quickſhawes, and ſometimes 
alſo ſome ſmall fowle, which were not as yet taken from the board, as that we 
were faine to tip the ſeams of our Gownes, to ſtuffe them up therein, juſt 
like unto a Wallet. 

And the beſt meales that ever I did eate at the greateſt Princes Tables of 
the world, never were ſo pleaſing and delicious unto me, as thoſe conqueſts 
which I purchaſed by my Poetry; O you moſt pittifull Verſes , which 
I have fince that time made , which never as yet did produce me any 
ſalary, I prized ſo high as thoſe, which I preferred before an Em- 


pire. 

Nor was J leſſe pleaſed, when at the ſolemne Feaſt of our Lord, the Ad- 
vocate unto whom my Father had recommended me, ſent and invited me 
to dinner, ſince that for my ſake the people inlarged their ordinary, 
with ſome minc'd Pyes, which I aſſaulted and fell aboard on, with as 
much reſolution as a couragious and magnanimous King would beſiege a 
Rebellious City: But together with my dinner, my mirth was ata ftand ; 
being ſtraightway examined, concerning my progreſſe in Learning, 
and in caſe I gave nota punctuall and ready account thereof, I was threat- 
ned that my Father ſhould be made acquainted therewith;It is an unqueſtio- 
nable truth, that let a child be of what diſpoſition ſoever be will, he will 
be ſure to be more addicted to play than to ſtudy, as I my ſelfe was in thoſe 
dayes ; however (though I ſay it my ſelfe) I muſt needs tell you, that I was 
one of the learnedſt of all our Claſſis, whereby I loſt nothing neither, for 
the Advocate; perceiving my ingenuity , he alwayes gave me ſome few 
ſhillings, which he put upon the account of my Fathers Law-ſuits,and with 
this money, in ſtead of playing at Tennis, I bought certaine bookes, which 
they call Romances, containing the proweſſe of the Knights of old, and 
not long after one of my companions lent me one to read called Morgant the 


—— abſolutely bewitched me, having never before read any 
thing but Ciceros familiar Epiſtles, and Terence: Comedies; at length 1 was 


wiſht to a Book binder upon the Poxtnexf, who did ſell ſuch like fabulous 
Hiſtories, and thither I carryed my whole ſtock of moneys, but my Trade 
Ile aſſure you, was a ſpeciall one, for I had ſuch longing deſire to poſ- 
ſeſſe that which I had a minde to buy, as that I never ſtood to bargaine with 
the Book ſeller, but ever gave him his owne price, for feare I ſhould miſſe of 
my purchaſe, ſo greedy was I after my prey, and he full well knew whom be 
had to deale withall. I proteſt unto you Sir, that at this time I deſire to be 
as ignorant as I was then at that time, in regard I ſhould enjoy a great m_ 
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of pleaſure, in peruſing ſuch like trifling ſtories, whereas ag preſent | am 


conſtrained to ——— div u. for that I cannot light 
upon any one Author that 

vagance z for to tell you the | 

be found, yet know not bers to finde a good one; nay, I will bereafe 


ter prove unto you, that t one good book in all che world, | 

2s | ſhall treat of this paradoxe, and evidence that in all of 
them, thereare very great defects which — ro'de | „ hower 
ver * that I reſpeRt ſuch books, as our Religion doch honour and 
allow of. wy " | 

My greateſt paſtime as then was: to read the feats of Chivaldry, and 1 
muſt needs confeſſe that it — . my couraq; and in me an uner- 
preſfible longing to gag and ſenk adventures abroad in the world, for 
I eonceited it would be as eaſie ſan me to cut a man in ſunder, as an Apple 
in two, and it pleaſed me beyond imaginatiom when as I reade of a buge 
ſlaughter among the Gyants, Who carbonaded one another. as ſmall as 
minced meat, and che blood, which lowed from cheir bodbes in gixulets, and 
Violett ſtreams, ſeemed to me to be a River of Roſewater, ii the which, I 
bathed my ſelfe moſt deliciouſly, and at other times I imagined that I was 
the ſame Damoſel, who killed the In ants N who bad green eyes like 
unto a Faulconz-you mult give me leave to ſpeak to you in quaing ter mes, 
when I mention/ theſe» true Ghronicles. To come home to you, I ente 
tained no other thoughts, ſave of encounters, enchanted Caſtles, delicate 
Bowers, delights to Laſſes, and love-Sports, and refleting on them as pure 
fictions ; I ſaid thoſe were too blame, who cenſured the reading of them; 
and that it was a great deale of picty, in this Age, people did not lead a life 
confofmablete the deſcriptions of my Book, and con tly I began to 
blame the ſordid undertakings wherein Mendoe buſie themſelves at preſent, 
and the which I doe even at preſent hate from my very Soule. 

Thus I became an eb magge, and a very Raky-hel, nor retained I any 
thing of our-Countrey — — much as the very accent of aur 
ſpeech, for that | boorded with s, Picards, Gaſcons, and rich Pa- 
riſians, of whom I learned new cuſtomes; and I had already gained the 
reputation of being a Peſtilent. fellow, from that in the night time, I haunted 
the Court yards with a Bulls pee le in my breeches, to belabour thoſe who 
(with reverence be i; ſpoken) went to the houſes of Eaſement; my Cap 
was flat, my Doublec was Buttenleſſe, faſtned with Pins or Points; my 
Gown was all betattared and patcht, the Collar of Doublet was 
" black, and my Shooes were white; finally I was in the righ t garbe and B- 
quipage of a re verend Scholar, and he who would perſwade me to neat- 
neſſe, was my profeſt Enemy ; And when as formerly the ſole angry ac- 
cent of my Maſters voice did make me ſhake like an Ain Tree, blowne 
with the winde, as then a Canon ſhot ſturred me no more than a Crack 
backwards, I feared no more the laſh than a Flea- biting, as if my skin had 
been of Steele, and my daily occupations conſiſted in a thouſand waggeries, 
as in flinging Squibs, Crakkers, Dirt, and ſometimes ſtinking Surreverences, 
on the heads 0 — — they came under the Col windowes 
in the Streets; one time above the reſt, I did let downe out of 7 
a Basket tyed to a ſtring for a paſtry Man, nnto whom I had down 


ſixe pence, to put me ſome Cakes in it, and as I drew it ine, my Ma- 
er, who concrary tomy knowledge was in reer jul drew 
in the Basket as it pa 

quite emptyed it ; my 


| me, 
by te Windep, and never quitted it ungill be had 
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ſer ved „ tign I met with the Pedant, ſtanding at the threſhold: 
of the houſe dovre, n, 89955 that _— _ —_ not ſo much as 

my mouth to him, though I grinned ideoufly on him, being 
5 to ſome tane, when eee e be cemmanded me to goe 


come and take an after-noons 


efim, ſo baſe a Cluſter - f was he. beholdT'pray how well he could pra- 
Rice the Lawes of pilfering, by ſherking on his Diſciples, to feaſt his friends; 
but though I faid little 2 I chought with my ſelfe 1 will be even 
with you good Maſter Pine penny I'le warrant- you, though I ſhould hang 
for it, for ere long I ſhall you a trick of my «kill. - 4 

No an occaſion to be revenged of my Maſter proffered it ſelfe ſhortly 
after, as well as I could have wiſhed it, for that the Father of one of our 


companions" had ſent our Maſter a Hare 9 for 8 preſent, commending 


it highly; the very firſt time that he taſted of it, was at our Table, for that 
— — ſeemed, x0 eate that which was good, and rare before us, 
pur poſely to ſet our teeth on water, ”= he did'not ſo much as preſent the 
Jeaſt part thereof to his Son, who had ſent it him; I heard him give com- 
mand, that it ſhould be carryed back againe into his Study, for that he 
valued it as much as his Books, loving the nouriſhment of his Body, better 
than that of his Minde: the place wherein it was lockt up, was onely in- 
*cloſed with boords, and joynted and lined on both fides with old rotten 
Mats, the which | ripped aſunder at bis being abſent; and whereas I as then 
was very ſlender; a Gaſcon, who was one of my luſtyeſt comrades; lifting 
Up a thwart" beame by maine ſtrength, I at length ſlipt into the famous 
Study, as ſacred to Bacchus and yes, as to the Muſes, where prying into 
all holes and corners, peeping under the Shelves, and toſſing all the Books 
topſie turvy;xruly I could find nothing at all, and relenting my misfortune to 
my companĩon, who with a great deale of impatiency expected me without; I 
had well nigh paſt both my leggs under the beame to come out againe back- 
wards, when as ſtooping my body very low, to croude my ſelfe through, 
I perceived a great cheſt, wherein the year before there had been a Garden 
made, and it came into minde by the inſpiration of ſome little Devill (as L 
thinke) that the Pye might happily be there, whither returning, I found 
it to be even ſo, the cruſt thereof was very hard, and very ill favoured, 
and extreamely ſcanty of Butter, wherefore I concluding with my ſelfe, 
that it would be an umannerly part to carry away all; I leaſt the Coffin 
and onely took the Carcaſſe, in het whereof, I put therein a paire of dirty 
Socks, which were thruſt into a hole thereby, and having covered the 
"Caſe againe, I packed up my Venifon in ia” brown paper, gave it to my 
dothrade, and purſued it and him, as faſt as if I had been a hunting indeed, 
for that I longed to get out of the Study againe with &*whole skin: Nor 
need I ſweare that it remained not long in our clutches, nor were we much 
troubled to reſolve where to hoord it up ſafe, for we put it all up into our 
Natural cheſts before night, and we muſt of neceſſity have had a window in 
our breaſts, as Momus deſired to have, in caſe any one would have endea- 
voured to diſcover our theft. 7 
HFertenſia our Pedant never thought of his Pye till the next day. when as it 
coming into his mind, he commanded his Paſtry-Man to ꝑo & invite another 
old pedant to breakfaſt with him, who was an old Fellow- Toper of his, and 
to teli him that he would let him taſte of a noble Hare Pye, in caſe he 2 
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bring a quart of his be{t new Wine with him, for to allay the drought which 
the eating of the Spices would beget in their throats; The old Pedant failed 
not to come at the houre appointed, with as much Wine as Hortenſous had 
ſent for, and as ſoon as he was entred the Chamber, the Paſtry-Man went 
to reach the Pye out of the Caſe, and ſet it upon the Table, where it was no 
ſooner placed, but the dotard Pedant tooke up a Knife, and running his 
Knife into the ſame hole where the crum had formerly been cut up, which 
he thought had been whole, he rummaged with his Knife round about the 
Pye, holding his other hand faſt upon the cruſt, and ſaid, goe too, goe too, 
let us ſee what the belly of this Pye doth containe, whereunto he added, 
Good Maſter Hortenſius, Lord what an admirable knife have you here, verily 
it cuts as it were of it ſelfe, for Ile aſſure you, I doe not put any force at all 
to it; Horteuſiu / burſt out with laughter, to ſee the Dotard was ſuch an 
Idiot, as to put his Knife in the fame hole where the Pye was cut up before, 
whereat the old Pedant flinging off the lid of the Pye, asked what reaſon 
he had to laugh at him? and hrs eyes being not capable to diſcerne what 
was in the Pye, he drew forth his Spectacles, and putting them on, findi 
the foule Socks in ſtead of the Hare, he ſuppoſed * Hortenſiu: had 
purpoſely put this trick upon him, and upon that ſcore did flout and 
jeere him, which affront the old foole being not willing to brook, he 
ſnatch'd up his quart of Wine, and clapping it under his Gown, marched 
away in a great fury. Hortenſius, who was worſe tranſported than he, let 
him depart without making any excuſe unto him, and did not know 
whom to ſuſpe& for ſtealing his Hare, As to his Paſtry-Man, by whom 
he ſent it to his Study, his fidelity was ſo well knowne unto him; as it 
was unqueſtionable, for this good Servant was a ſecond ſelfe to him; 
he was his Achates, bis Pirithous and his Pylades, whoſe goodneſſe was ſo 
great, that it repaired the inequality which was betwixt their conditions ; 
he had the keeping and diſpoſall of the Moneyes, and yet ſhod not his 
Mule at all: And as for my part, the greateſt crime 1 believe he was 
guilty of, was, that he fomewhat courtailed our Commons, and for 
this reaſon we gave him that nick-name of being Hortenſius his Siſſors; 
but it was hardly credible that he would be ſo ignoble as to imploy himſelfe 
in the clipping of his Maſters Coyne, wherewith he had ſo ingenuouſly in- 
truſted him: But it was more likely that ſome of us Scholars had done the 
fact, and the Pedant likewiſe was of the ſame opinion, knowing full well that 
there were ſome cunning Shavers amongſt us, who were well verſt in the 
Art of picking Locks; however not ſuſpecting any one in particular, as 
to the fact committed, he would willingly (had he durſt, ſo farre his paſſi- 
on tranſported him) have cauſed our bodies to be opened to know the truth 
of the buſineſſe, as Tamberlain did to the Soldier, who had ſtolne Milke 
from a poor Countrey Woman. Finally he reſolved to puniſh us all, 
that ſo he might not faile to puniſh the guilty , which, by his leave, was a 
groſſe piece of injuſtice ; but what a piece of injuſtice did he impoſe 
on us, even the ſame which I formerly mentioned unto yon, and the which 
might conduce the more to his diſadvantage and profit ; for he purpoſely 
dined before we left School: and afterwards lockt himſelfe up in his 
Study, and when were come from Morning prayer, our Paſtry-Man 
was not to be found, fo that we wanted our halfe penny Cakes, after 
which we ran with more earneſtneſſe than we did out of Schoole, when we 
had got leave to play ; and believe me at the very time of the Bakers bri 
ing theſe Cakes home, we were ſeized with a fir of joy, although 
Colledge-Cakes were as hollow-hearted as the Pedants our „ 
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inſtead of Crum, they were filled wich nothing but winde; for you 
imagine we were deviliſh hungry by dinner time, and yet we were ſer 
downe to a Table, which was covered with nothing but a Cloth , as 
white as a Scullion- boyes ſhirt, and as for Napkins, the uſe of them was 
forbidden us, becauſe we wiping our fingers on them, dawb'd them with 
ſuch greaſe, as ſerves to feed ſuch ſlovens as lick them: But we hungry 
Soules as we were, baving demanded our Dinner,the Paſtry-man brought 
up the Pye covered, and told us, Ir is my Maſters will that we all ſhare 
7 this; A famiſht Nerman took off the lid, and finding nought therein 
ave the foule Socks, fell into ſuch a paſſion againſt the Paſtry- man, who 
ſufficiently jeered us, that he flung all the Cruſt of the Pye at his ſlonc hing 
Chops, and afterwards took ſanctuary in one of his friends Chambers, 
where he remained a whole day, for feare of Hortenſius: The Gaſcon 
and my ſelfe, laugbed in our ſleeves, and had much adoe to containe our 
ſelves, though our bellies were as badly furniſhed as the reſt, and all of us 
being deſtitute of a dinner, which we could not obtaine from our Maſter, 
we joyned our ſtocks and ſent for ſomething from the Cooks, and thus the 
innocent ſuffered for the criminall, and our Pedant never knew it was I 
that ole his Hare. 

Much about that time I was in the third forme, where I had not given 
any thing for the Maſters preſent or yearely gift, nor for Candles, al- 
though it drew nigh unto the time of breaking up School, and the reaſon 
was, my Father Pad forgotten to ſend it me with the reſt of my allow- 
ance,whereupon our Regent being very much diſpleaſed, exerciſed all the ri- 
gors he could againſt me,ſach as were not impoſed onany otherScholars,and 
when he could handſomely, he took an occaſion to revile and affront me 
upon that ſcore, and was very well pleaſed when my comrades called me 
Gliſco, a\luding to a rule in the Diſpauterius Grammer, where there is Glzſco 
nibil dabit, whereby they meant 1 would give him nothing, and by reaſon 
the Son of a rich Treaſurer: had payed the' Maſter in faire Quadruples, 
he was called Nic dator, by another rule of the ſaid Rudiments , and 
thus by this mingling of French and Latine together, their drift was to make 
me ſenſible, that he had given our Regent good Gold, and here you 
muſt hold me excuſed, if l cloy you with College Apothegms which I could 
not tell how to avoid, ſince they lay ſo pat in my way. 

And to the end, I might adde a greater torment to my Pedants ſpight , 
finding that he made uſe of all occaſions whatſoever , to cloak thoſe 
chaſtiſements, which he was reſolved to inflict on me, I fell hard to my 
ſtudyes, and quite abſtained from all kinde of waggiſh knaveries, inſomuch 
that my Maſter was ready to run wilde, and to lay ſome ſuppoſed crime 
to my charge, ſo ſtrangely was this ignoble and baſe Soule tranſported, when 
as his exorbitant avarice was not ſatiated, and by his baſeneſſe and wiles I 
had like to have ſuffered Shipwrack, had not my Money come in time; 
which I reſolved to preſent unto him, in the ſame manner as the Pedants 
had introduced it to ſatisfie their ever- gaping purſe, by preſenting him a cu- 
rious Criſtall ꝑlaſſe, full of comfits, with a Lemmon in it, in the ryne where- 
of I had not ſtuck my Gold, as it was the uſuall cuſtome, but had thruſt it 
into the Lemmon it ſelfe through the hole which I had made therein; And 
preſenting the ſame unto him, with a Counterfeited melancholy viſage, I 
told him, Sir, you know that I am farre from home, and the Meſſenger 
bath not as yet brought me that which is requiſite for your yearly Pre- 
ſetit, in the meane while I doe preſent you with this from my ſelfe, as an 


earneſt of tenCrowns in Gold, which you ſhall receive within theſe fourteen 
dayes, | This 
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6. This faire Promiſe did even pierce through the hard rock which 
environ'd his heart, and obſtructed his being moved with the reſpect- 
full amity wherewith I accoſted him; He accepted the Glaſſe, and 
thanking me with a ſmiling countenance, poured the ſweet Meats into 
my Cap, and gave the Citron to a favourite of his, not knowing that it 
was as pretious as any Apple in the Hefþerides Garden, and that I 
might have the more pleaſure, I let him alone, but when I faw that the 
Leſſons were all given, and that the leaſt boy was ready to goe forth 
of the School; I went to the favourite, and sked him if he would 
change his Citron for my ſweet-meats, which he agreed unto, lovin 
the ſweet · meats better than the ſower Lemmon, and at the ſame time 
we returned towards our Demine, whom I pulled by his long fleeve, as 
| he was correcting a Theam, and asked him ſmiling, if he would ſee my 

Citron; at which words, I opened it in the middle, and ſhewed him the 
Gold between the clouds, telling him, that he ſhould not ftay ſo long as 
I told him for his Gold; no, ſaid he, as he took the Gold, this is 
for me, I will give you the Citron againe ; and praifing me not a little 
for my ſubtilty and wit, he bla me for hazarding the loſſe of my 
Gold; whilſt he was talking there, the Scholars applauded the jeſt with 
their Books, which they clapt againſt the Formes , as is uſuall on ſuch 
like occaſions, and with eagerneſſe had like to have broken their Satehell- 
ftrings, Benches and all, | 

After which, that ſhye and untractable Animal, being now fully tamed, 
and appeaſed, uſed me with as much civility, as he did the others; but it 
was not my Fortune to enjoy theſe his Careſſes long, becau'e my Father 
ſent Letters for me to goe into the Countrey, to aſſiſt at the wedding 
of two of my Siſters which were to be marryed in one day, the one to 
a brave gallant Gentleman, and the other to a Councelfor of the Par- 
liament of Britany, fo thither I went along with the Meſſenger , nor 
was I ever gladder in my life, for all my buſineſſe then was, to make 
good chear and be merry; Nevertheleſſe the great defire, I had to 
learne the Arts and Sciences cauſed me to beg leave of my Father to re- 
turne againſt the Feaſt of Saint Ramy, when the Lectures doe againe 
commence, at which time I was about thirteen yeares of age, was 
exalted to the ſecond Claſſe : and fo conſecutively in the enſaing yeares, I 
was preferred to the reſt, and thus finally I paſt the whole courſe of my Stu- 
dies, But I ſhall not trouble you any more with the ſeverall paſſages incident 
thereunto, and which befell me during the ſaid time, for I feare, it would 
but offend your cares, and I have almoſt tyred my ſelſe with relating 
ſuch fopperies, fiace I may give you a more pleaſant-entertainment , 
Good Lord Sir, ſaid the Bargandian gentleman, do you thus cruelly deprive 
me of the recitall of your moſt pleaſing adventures? doe you not know 
** that theſe Actions of our youth, are extreame pleaſing, and that we de- 
light our ſelves in bebbing the adventures even of beggars and baſe fel- 
** lowes ; as of Guſman de Alfaracha and of Lazarillo de Tormes; And how 
then ſhould I not reap a great deale of ſatisfaction to have the adventures 
** ofa Gentleman and a Scholar, who thereby giveth an evidence of the 
** ſubtiley of his wit, and of his great cunning even during his yoath? I but 
Sir, ſaid Francion, give me leave to tell you, that you will redpe a farre 
greater ſatisfaction, when I ſhall tell you what befell me, in riper age, 
for theſe are more ſerious paſſages, and wherein you will find a far grea- 
ter contentment. Whereto the Burgundian anſwered, aſſuredly I can ex- 
preſſe nothing but wonders at the rehearſall of your Courtiers life, my I 
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bave already heard ſome incredible paſſages thereof, by certain perſons who 
came from the Court. Wherefore I could wiſh that you had alteady attai- 
ned to the relation of it, and that you had run through all your ſeveralClaſ- 
ſes, although you ſhould have been whipt above ten times at each of them, 
leſſe I would not willingly have you skip over any, or anticipate time. 
Whereunto Francion made anſwer, ** Sir, you doe very gracionfly repreſent 
<* unto your ſelfe, things as if they were preſent, and truly Iam not a little 
© obliged unto you for your favour, in deſiring I ſhould be often whip- 
* ped; where thinke you ſhall I meet with a breech that may be able to re- 
* ſiſt ſo many aſſaults? and if you be in earneſt, you ſhall doe well to have 
* an Armour of proof forged for my Bum, which you muſt have painted o- 
* yer in fleſh colours, or elſe be pleaſed to lend me that skin of yours; Take 
< you no care of that ſaid the Burgundian, we will provide for all. 

And in this manner they entertained themſelves, with theſe and ſuch 
harmeleſſe Diſcourſes, which muſt not of neceſſity be forgotten; although 
they are not of ſo high a ſtrain as many others, for without them our Hi- 
tory would not be compleate. Our drift herein is, to behold an Image of 
the life of Man, ſo that it muſt be performed by ſeverall repreſentations, 
The Hiſtory of Francion's Father, it is true, doth demonſtrate a Country 
Gentlemans life, who in his Youth hath ſeen ſomething of the Warres, and 
who as yet hath a Martiall heart, which deſpiſeth all other conditions or 
qualities of Men: the ſordid avarice of ſome Lawyers, which is there very 
aptly deſcribed, as well as all the reſt of their Knaveries and dogged di- 
ſpoſitions ; After which the ſottiſnneſſe of ſome perſons, next the 
impertinency of ſome Pedants and School-Maſters, and laſtly the waggiſh- 
neſſe of Scholars; which is the field wherein Fraxcie® mtends to 
expatiate his fancy in the ſequel of this Hiftory , deſcribing alſo 
the vanities and errors of ſuch perſons, who thinke' themſelves 
to be wiſer, richer , and better borne, than really they are, as Maſter 
Hortenſius did, and by the demonſtration of his rendring himſelfe ridicu- 
lous to all the world, by whom he was jeered and flouted, others may be 
warned as by a faire leſſon which is laid before them. Francion took a great 
deale of delight in telling of theſe Stories, becauſe he retained in his Breſt 
the ſentiments of very good nature, which made him love all the Extrava- 
gances of other Men. 

Nevertheleſſe his diſcourſe was not ſo attentive, but that now and then he 
did caſt an eye upon the things he did behold round about him, and 
juſt as he had terminated the laſt Diſcourſe aforementioned, he could no 
longer forbeare, but would totally ſatis fie his curioſity; and drawing o pen 
the Curtaines of his Bed, he put out his head to caſt his eyes towards the 
fartheſt end of the Chamber : whereat the Lord of the Caſtle asked 
him, what is it you looke after Sir? I was ſeeing , ſaid Franc ion, whether 
I could ipye any one of your Servants, for I would defire them to reach that 
lively Picture, which is faſtned to the Tapſtry hangings, being it is unpoſſible 
for me to diſcerne from hence, what it doth repreſenc ; I will goe and fetch 
it you, ſaid the Lord, and riſing up from his place, ke took down the Picture, 
which was made in the forme of an Ovall, and not much bigger than a Sun- 
dyall, to carry in ones Pockets, and delivering it into Frauczon's own hands, 
he ſaid unto the Lord, that he was ſorry he had mentioned it, becauſe it had 
cauſed him ſo much ttouble ; After which looking upon the Picture, and 

beholding the perfecteſt and moſt lovely choice beauty in the world 
pourtraited therein, he cryed out, Good Lord Sir, doe you uſe to place 
** ſuch bewitching charmes in your gueſts Chamber, purpoſely to make ou 
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dye inſenſibly, that ſo you may have theſe ſpoyles, Oh 1 you have killed 
me in the very ſhewing of me this Picture: All rhe 'world is not fo fen- 
** ſible as you are, ſaid che Lord, and if ſo be I were ſo, I had been dead long 
** ſince, for that I have oftentimes contemplated the features & allurements 
* of that face; Whea as Frexcion beholding the lid of che Picture, for that 
it did lock, like unco a Box, he found Nis to be written therein, what | 
nifieth that ſaid he? it is the faire ones name, ſaid the Lord, and ſhe is an 
Italian Lady, as you may lee by her — ltats dy Name 
Dorini, wlio paſſed this way not long ſince, did lead it me for 1 only, 
to the end that I might conſider it at full, and I had placed it in hi Chamber, 
which is the privateſt of all my Caſtles, and which I reſerve as rhe Cabi- 
net for my pleaſures, Is this incomparable Lady ſtill alive, ſaid Franciex ? I 
doe not know anſwered the Lord, none ſave Dyrixi can reſolve us that que- 
ſtion ; Lord that you ſhould be ſo negligent as not to have informed 
your ſelfe thereof, ſaid Francion ; it ſeems that you are of a gallant free 
diſpofition, who account all _—_— ; It is very true ſaid the 
Lord, and I proteſt unto you, that being with, Hellene, whom you went to 
ſee yeſterday, and who is bat an ordinary beauty, I took as much deli 
in her company as I could have done, in the enjoyment of the incom 
Naits, do but ſhut your eyes Sir, when as you are forced to — 
which hath no attractiveneſs at all, & yet Sir, your ſences will nev $ be 
tickled with the pleaſure of the mott perfeReſt love, and thereby you ſhall 
quench the ardent defires, which you harboured to joyne your ſelfe unto 
a body, in which your eyes doe fiade thoſe ſubjects beget an extreame 

ſſion in you. 

After which, Francion. having moſt attentively beheld the Picture, did fa- 
ſen it with a pin at his Beds head, and afterwards continued his diſcourſe, as 
you ſee in the following Bokes, &c. 
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O morrow {ſaid Francion ) by the light of the Day I will 
| look at leiſure on this picture, but for the preſent it is requi- 
ſite that I acquit my ſelf of that which I owe you, and in- 
f ſtead of my Courtly, that I give you now an account of my 
Scholaſtical adventures. Suppoſe then you. ſee Francion 

| | enter into the School, his lynings hanging out of his Bree- 
ches down unto his ſhoes, his Gown wrapped about him, his Book under his 
arm, undertaking to give a Fillip to one, and a Bob unto an other. I kept pri- 
vatly alwayes about me ſome fine Hiſtory which I did read, and did ſet my 
other Books before me, for fear my Maſter ſhould perceive me : My courage at 
that time much increaſing, I ſighed within my ſelf that I had not yet performed 
any exploit of War, when I was at that age wherein the Knights Errant had 
defeated an infinite number of their Enemies, and I know not how to expreſſe 
unto you the grief I entertained to ſee that my Power did not anſwer to 
my Will. 

"Marvell not that I had rather read, than liſten to my Regent, for he was the 
greateſt Aſſe that ever mounted into a chair, He did teach us nothing but fop- 
peries, and cau'ed us to imploy our time in ſtudies altogether unproficable, 
commanding us to learn a thouſand of the moſt pedantical tromperies in the 
world. We diſputed very ſtiffly for places, and demanded queſtions of one a- 
nother, but what queſtions think you? What is the Etymology of Lane? To 
which you muſt anſwer, Thar ir is ſo called, quaſi luce jucens aliens, as if in 
French we ſhould call a Shirt a Fleſh- bagg, becauſe it is a bagg we do put up- 
on our fleſh. Is not this excellent doctrine wherewith to ſeaſon a young ſpiric? 
Nevertheleſſe we did paſſe away our time in ſuch ridiculous vanities, and he 
who did anſwer beſt unto them, was in the reputation and quality of an Empe- 
ror. Sometimes this fooliſh Pedant would giveus Verſes to make , and would 
allow that we ſhould take tbem word for word out of Virgil, the better to imi- 
rate him, and that, to perfect us in ſome other Exerciſes, we ſhould make uſe 
of the ſtile Books of Parnaſſus and Textor, If be gave us Proſe to make, we 
were to aſſiſt our ſelves with Books of the ſame ſtrain, from whence we took 
all manner of pieces to make a gallimoffry after the pedantick faſhion ; And 
was not this a moſt uſefull — and proper to inſtruct out underſtandings, 
and inform our judgements > What a ſhame it is to ſee, that even in our Uni- 
verſities they are but a little better than Barbarians who reſide there for the 
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education of Youth ? ought tley not in. a good hour to conſider that they 
ſhould rather inſtru& Children to invent ſomething of themſelves , and not 
ſend them to Common · places and Collections, the continual poring whereon 
doth ſerve but to dull and rebate their apprehenſions; for it is known, that in 
their Collections there is ſeldome to be found purity of language or good Apo- 
thegmes, or Sentences, or Hiſtories well cited, or Similitudes well reported. 
Good God, how much are Fathers deceived, thinking they have ſent their Sons 
to Men filled with good and profitable knowledge! Theſe Schook maſters are 
a Generation who come almoſt from the Plough to the Chair , and are for a 
while Uſhers , during which time they ſteal ſome vacant hours which they 
owe to the ſervice of their Maſters, to be peripatetical Students: As long as 
their Lenten Dinner is on the fire they conſult a little with their Books, and 
at laſt they proceed to be Maſters of Art. They only read Commentaries, and 
the Scholiaſts of Authors, the better to deſcant and to make their annotations 
on them. For the reſt, they know not what is civility , and a Child ought to 
have a good and a noble Nature , who under their charge is not corrupted by 
them, for they will let them alone in all manner of vicious habits without re- 
proving them. 

Our Regent, amongſt others of his good qualities, was indefatigable impor- 

tunate to have us act ſome plays in French, accordingly as be had made them, 
for he had much of a Poet in him. He had many Scholars that were to be A- 
ctors, and the deſire which traniported me co ſee my ſelf a Prince once in my 
life, did cauſe me to act a part in his Play, for it was a Tragedy, and there 
were to be none in the Scene but Monarchs and Grand Signiors , and fo great 
was my ambition, that I would be alſo the God Apollo, who was to ſpeak in 
Latin in the Chorus, There was never any thing ſo ill ordered as was our 
Stage. To repreſent a Fountain they had taken the Cock out of the Kitchin, 
without covering it either with — or Buckrom, and they had tyed up the 
Tops of the Trees to the Skye, bluſhing for ſhame amongſt the Clouds. Our 
Habits were very ill ſorted , for a Sacrificer of the Temple of the Pagans was 
cloathed in the Alb of a Prieſt , and had on his head the Cope in which they 
ſaid Maſſe in our Chappel. For the reſt, the Diſpoſure of the Acts were ſo ad- 
mirable , and the Verſe ſo well compoſed , the Subject ſo high, and the car» 
riage of it ſoexcellent , that two months ſince having found ſome fragments 
of the Verſes amonſt my old Papers, I thought 1 ſhould have diſgorged all 
within me, ſo ſick they made me at the heart: Good God, ſaid I, Is is poſſi- 
ble that Fraxchiox ſhould ever pronounce ſuch fooliſh words as theſe, and 
incontinently did throw into the Fire all thoſe horrible pieces. But when 1 
Acted my part, there was nothing in the whole Play which ſeemed not to me 
to be extremely good, and when I would make other Verſes I did ſtrive to i- 
mitate thoſe of my Maſters , Nay, I was ſo blind, that although I found the 
greateſt part of them in printed Comedies in the plays of Pathelin, and the Ro- 
mance of the Roſe, and perceived how wretchedly he had patched them toge- 
ther, yet I grudged nothing at the glory which I had given to him. I cannot 
but here repreſent unto you one of the moſt ridiculous impertinences which he 
committed in that piece, to ſhew unto you as well the abſurdity of the plot as 
of his words. Jupiter complained that his head did ake, and ſaid that he 
would lye down on the bed , deſiring that ſome lenitive remedies might be 
applyed to it; this had been good indeed, if at the ſame time the Author had 
feigned that his head had been big with Minerva. 

In another part of the Plot there was a great ſlander contrived , that in the 
Tragedy I had been killed by mine Enemy, wherefore I was to act the part 
of a Fury who came to torment the Murtherer. When I was on the dtage with 
him whom I purſued, there was a third Actor, who alſo being to change 
bis habit knew not where to leave thoſe habiliments which he had on _— 
uc 


direct me: but | had leaſure to repent that I had ſo well perſgnated the Fury;for 
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But becauſe he was one who was familiar with the Regent, he covered his 
bare bead with his Turband, and pulſing off his coat he did throw it on his 
ſhoulders, although the Regent had another on before, the weather: being 
then very cold. At the ſame time he whom | purſued in a wild poſture , — 
a burning Torch in my hand, being as it were furprized with horror to bebo 
me, did begin to be out of his part, and to ſtammer in his complaints, and 
repeated one verſe ſix times over, being unable to call into his memory that 
which was to follow, and conceiving that I did remember it better than him- 
ſelf, becauſe I had often heard him to repeat it, he ſaid unto me, What is that 
which is to follow ? Prompt me Francion: But without minding what he re- 
quired, I looked up and down, on one (ide, and on the other. Our Regent 
being extremely angry to behold that ſottiſhneſſe, did come forth with his 
Book in his hand, wit hout any reguatd to the double habit he had on, and ſtrik« 
ing him with his fiſt, ſaid unto him, Get thee gone thou Blockbead , I ſhall 
gain nothing but diſhonour by thee, leave off thy acting; wherupon he took the 
paper, and immediatly withdrew himſelf behind the Arras, thinking it was the 
pleaſure of the Regent. 1 ſeeing my Maſter accoutred in the ſame manner; 
(for our habits coming from a Mask that was danced before the King, were 
almoſt all che ſame) did believe that be came in his place to act that part which 
he could not perform, I took him therefore by the ſleeve as he himſelf had 
taught me, and cauſing him to turn, and run from one ſide to another, I ſo 
whiffled him on the face with my Torch, that I burned off allmoſt all his 
beard. My Companion who had failed in his part, obſerving my Maſter not 
to recite thoſe verſes in which be failed, did believe that he had forgot them 
as well as himſelf , aud did prompt him ſo loud that one might eaſily have 
heard him to the lower end of the Hall, and thinking with himſelf that un- 
doubredly he was ſtruck deaf, became forth upon the Stage , and ſpake them 
aloud in his ear. This confirmed me the more in my opinion that our Pedant 
would a& the part ofthe man that killed me, and being more ſtrong chan 
himfelf, I did fo torment him, that at the laſt he was conſtrained to fall down 
on the ground. I proteſt unto you that the Pitch and Rozin which I burned 
did in ſuch a manner affli& his head, that what with it, and the thruſts and 
punches that! gave bim, he did tall into a ſwound, and his ſpirits were ſo loſt , 
that he could not diſtinctly bid me let him alone. I will not diſſemble but 
that there was much malice on my fide, and t hat expreſſy I did it, to revenge 
my ſelf of che cruelty which he had exerciſed on me; For if my Companion 
had continued to act his part, I would not have been ſo miſchievous unto him: 
but Iaſſure you, never in any Mummery was there more contentment taken 
than at our play, where the ſucceſſe did arrive ſo gs I had the glory 
given me, for having played my part the beſt of all the tors, who were 
ſome of them of the rudeſt ſort of the people of Pars, and according to the in- 
ſtructions of our Regent {who had in him no more humanity than a Hoggard) 
had every one of them a fair Handkerchiet in his hand for want of a more 
gracefulſ poſture , and did pronounce their verſes as if they were ſinging them, 
and oftentimes with a far ſhriller , and a more diſagreeing tone than any of. 
the reſt, To doe well I did quite contrary to that which my Maſter taught me, 
and when I was to ſalute any one, my reverence was after the manner of the 
Court, and not aceording to the mode of the Children of thæ Holy Ghoſt, 
whom he conſtrained us to imitate; And for other things I uſed no ther ge- 
ſtures, nor made any traverſes on the Stage, but only at ſuch time as tea ſan gid 


my Regent obſerving that all the College, and many perſouages of Honour 
in the City did laugh at him, did take on me an exemplary revenge, and forthe, 
firſt fault which 1 afterwards committed he wich bis Rods did ſo pink my 
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breech, that a barber Chirurgion doth not mangle more the back of a ſick per- 
ſon to whom he doth apply his Cupping- glaſſes. 

At that time I lived with Hertenſi us as I was beſore accuſtomed, yet he did 
intreat us more ſeverely than in the years precedent, and the Winter being ex- 
tremely cold, finding that he would allow us no fire, we were conſtrained to 
burn the boards of our Studies, the ſtraw of our Beds, and afterwards our 
Theam- books, to procure us a little heat. One day he was pleaſed to take the 
pains to viſit my Library, and finding there many tabulous Hiſtories in the 
French tongue, he carried them all away wich him, alleging, that they corrup- 
red my good Inclinations, and did pervert my ſpirit ; for it muſt be as he ſaid. 
Among(t choſe Books he found ſome ſo amorous, that they ſerved much to in- 
flame his heart with the love of the Daughter of the Advocate who payed my 
Penſion. Take notice by the way, that Love triumphs as much over the ſquare 
Cap of the Pedant, as over the Crowns of Kings, And that which did the more 
invite him to follow the Command of that little God, was, that he did lee his 
power to be reverenced and eſteemed almoſt amongſt all che Bouks of che Phi- 
joſophers. Being overcome by ſo agreeable a Temptation, he began to ſeek 
dut all means to pleaſe bis Lady, and did apparel and dreſſe himſelf more rich- 
ly and more curiouſly than before he was accuſtomed to doe; for whereas be- 
fore he changed his linnen but once a month, he now changed it every fort» 
night. Every morning he turned up his Muſtachioes with the handle of a hot 
ſpoon, and the Botcher our Porter was imployed to make two dayes to put new 
ſleeves to his old Caſſock, and to mend it every where, were it never ſo much 
torn in pieces. He never before did bebold his own face but in a bucket of wa- 
ter, but now he became ſo prodigal as to buy a very large Looking-glaſſe, in 
which he teaſed not to obſerve if he made his Reverences with a good grace, 
and with what a plauſible carriage his other ordinary Actions were attended: 
and ſometimes he did put himſelf to too much trouble, for he had a deſire to 

ſee in how good a poſture he did read, and having caſt his eyes down on T 
which he had in his hands, he would lift them up to look on his plaſſe; but he 
could not thus content his Deſire, becauſe he found the Image which was there 
repreſented, did lift up its head as well as himſelf, and at that inſtant did not 
look down upon the Book, inſomuch that at the ſame time he would have been 
very willing to turn his eyes into two places at once. And although he was 
carefull enough of his Body, yet he purpoſed to gain the good will of his 
Miſtreſſe not by that meanes only; the qualities of his Mind, which ſeemed to 
him to be far more eminent, were thoſe forces in which he moſt confided. 
Every day he turned over the leaves of the Books of Love which he had taken 
from me, and from thence collected thoſe Diſcourſes, which in his judgement 
ſeemed beſt to fill his mouth, and to rectifie his underſtanding. Amongſt thoſe 
Volumes, there was one full of Metaphors, and barbarous Anticheſes , and of 
ſuch extraordinary Figures, that no Name is to be given to them; it was a 
gallamoffry ſo continued and confuſed, that the moſt apprehenſive ſpirit in the 
world muſt be obliged to demand, what i it? if he had a deſire to underſtand 
it: Nevertheleſſe he called this Author, the French Cicero, and formed all his 
ſtile according unto bis, unleſſe that from ſome other of his time he took certain 
Phraſes, which to him ſeemed admirable, becauſe they were not common, al- 
though there were ſo many faults in them, that a Coſtard-monger who ſells 
Fruit in the corner of a ſtreet, would have diſcovered them, and reproved him, 
and his goodly Authors with him. I come now to account unto you the Diſ- 
courſe which he held with his Miſtreſs, following therein thoſe Books which he 
had read, One day going to viſit her Father, and my her alone, Mada- 
moiſell ( ſaid he) I gain in loſing, and I loſe in gaining, that at this time loſing 
the company of Monlieur your Father, I gain yours, which yer makes me 70 
be a loſer in another ſenſe, for I do loſe my liberty in hearing your Diſcourſe: 
The 
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The incomparable charms of your incomparable perfections, which none can 
magnifie enough, do ſo aſſail me, and hold me captive under their feet, that he 
is deprived of Reaſon who believeth he is able to defend himſelf againſt them; 
wherefore this ſhall alwayes be the Cauſe for which I will make bold to ſtile 
my ſelf your incomparable Servant. Fremond (for ſo the Damoſel was called) 
had tomething to do to return an anſwer to ſo extravagant a Salutation. In a 
ſhort time ſhe perceived the folly of the Perſon which before ſhe never ſaw ſo 
manifeſtly diſcovered. She could make her mat ket well enough, andthe young 
Sparks of the College who were my Companions told me, they found by her 
deportment and complexion that ſhe loved the trade, and certainly were 
not much miſtaken; for inthe fourth year of ber age, being deprived of her 
Mother, her jovial and frolick hamor did afterwards tranſport ber into an ex- 
ceſſe of love towards young Men who did court her in the view of her Father 
himſelf, who took ir not much to heart, becauſe he was but a poor man, and 
hoped that ſhe might inveigle and circumvent ſotne rich Servant, who might 
happily eſpouſe her. Iremember very well, that when I was bur a very boy, 
counterfeiting to take ſomething out of my pocket, ſhe came unto me, and put- 
ting her hand therein, ſhe did tickle me thereabouts all over; O how 
thinking of it, have I ſaid to my ſelf, Would I had now that favour which then 
I received, or had then that luſty ſtrength which now I have, I had tickled 
then that wanton in that place where it itched, and it is likely endugh ſhe 
would have been well contented with it; for it is to be believed, that at 
that time ſhe had no experience of the pleaſures of Love, but only by Imagi- 
nation. | 

One day Iaddreſſed my ſelf unto her when ſhe was courted by a young Ad- 
. vocate, who, after ſome diſcourſe, demanded of me, If an Antient did not af- 
firm, that the worſt of wild beaſts is a Detractor, and of thole beaſts who are 
domeſtick, a Flatterer ? I made anſwex, Yes, and that I had read it in Plutaxch; 
but we ought now to correct that Apothegm, and maintain, that the worſt of 
domeſtick beaſts is a Pedant. The young Advocate having praiſed my Inten- 
tion, told me, L hat I had a moſt juſt — ſo to ſpeak, and that he had been 
expoſed as well as my ſelf to the fury of thoſe mercileſſe Creatures. He after- 
wards demanded of me, if i knew the Definition of a Pedant? Yes Sir, ſaid I, 
He is a Creature not to be made clean. You have juſt reaſon fo to ſpeak, ſaid he; 
And I have heard, that the Rector of the Univerſity, with the Proctors, and 
other Deputies, going on Candlemas Eur, according to their Cuſtom, to preſent 
a Max- candle to the King ſince deceaſed, one came and ſaid, Sir, Behold your 
Daughter the Univerſicy, who is come to doe Reverence unto you; O Lord ! 
replyed the King, What a dirty Slut my Daughter is > Nevertheleſle they did 
not forbear to make their approaches ti him, and the Rector began his Ora- 
tion, to which he was attentive, but with much impatience; becauſe it was ſo 
full of Similitudes taken out of the propriety of Stones from Pliay, and of the 
Ex imples of Illuſtrious Perſonages, taken out of Plxtarch, inſomuch that in the 
very beginning of his Diſcourle, which promiſed to be Jong enough, having 
ſaid, Sir, Alexander the Great going tothe Conqueſt of Aſa; the King ſud- 
denly replyed, What do you mean to do, he had dined then, and I have eaten 
nothing all this day ? The Oration, which was to continne a long hour, was 
by this means made ſhorter, and the poor Pedants return'd into their own 
Kingdom, where with far more patience their flowers of Qratory might be 
liſtned to. The Courtiers who were preſent did make a gloſſe upon their ha- 
bits, chey were amazed atthe Hoods of theſe diſguiſed people, and compared 
the great Hood which the Rector had on, to that in which Mr. Goxing did put 
his inſtruments to ſhew his tricks of activity. They were much troubled to 
give areaſon, wherefore the Ancients had invented thoſe venerable ornaments, 
and if it were colder in their time than in ours > But that which made them 


Aaz laugh 


agb moſt was the dire which imbroydered the robes of the Pedants , and be- 
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ſides that they drought ſo much along with them on their feet, that it ſeemed, 


all the durt on the other fide of the dridge came along with them, the Plan- 


cher oft be Kings Chamber was ſo full of it, that they were above two hours 
in making of it cſean. And ſo Francion we may underſtand, that although you 
are not yet a Logitian, you give as good a definition as riſtorl: himfelt could 
doe, and that a Pedant is a Creature not to be made clean. But let us diſ- 
courſe of Hortenſius, ought not he to be excepted from this rule? is he a ſpru- 
cer man than the reſt > of what humour is he? let me know a little of him 

On theſe words I began to vent forth whatſoever I underſtood of bim, A- 
pelles did never paint a Man better than I did ſet forth my Maſter by the pen- 
fil of my Eloquence, inſomuch that I made Fremoxd to laugh moſt heartily. 
When I had given them an account of all that I knew; ſhe told che young Ad- 
vocate the diſcourſe which the Pedant had with her ſqme few days before, and 


they both reſolved to make good ſport with him.] immediately did underſtand 


their purpoſe, and ſaid unto Fremond, I iwear unto you AA ie, that he 
is become very amorous of you, for he never ſees me but he tells me that you 
are iacomparably perfect, and demandeth of me if 1 know nothing of your at- 
fairs. Say you ſo Francion, ſaid Fremond, doe me the pleature as to make 
him believe chat he is infinitely in my favour,and that 1 never heard any man io 
eloquent as himſelf. | 

Since 1 could ſpeak familiarly to him, I did not fail to acquit my ſelf of that 


charge, and better than Fremend hoped , for I ſo prevailed upon him, that 


on the next day he came to viſit her, and openly did make profeſſion of his 
Love. He laught at many Pedants who underſtood nothing of the myſtery of 
Love, and amongſt others at the Sotbof one of the Kings Proteffors of the 
Greek Tongue. who being to viſit his Sweet · heart, according to the Com- 
mandment of his Father, Had uſe no Complement to her at all, but looked 
down with a baſh(ull countenance; Ihe Profeſſor being advertited of it, did 
demand of him why he did not entertain her Amoronſly, he made anſwer, that 
he knew not how-to doe it; Out you Aſſe you, ſaid the Father to him, Nenne 
le giſti Ovidum de Arte Amandi? but Ho! tenſius was determined to deport 
bimſelfotherwiſe , and had read the Book intituled 7 he Krſſes of Johanne, Se- 
cundus, to teach him how he ought to kiſſe. The firſt time that ever he ſaw | 
his Miſtreſſe he made unto her this learned Oration. Although that your 
prodigions attractions have ſurprized my Spirit which had before blaſphemed 
apainſt the feather*d Arrows of Ch, I ought now not only to implore the 
Altar of your Sweetneſſe, but indeavour to tranſport that incomparable in- 
fluence of Heaven where your Divinity ſojournet h, into the frail Earth where 
my defects attach me; wherefore bg not able but unjuſtly to addreſſe my 
heart to any but to your ſelf, ſince I have been wonderfully amourous of fo a- 
morous a wonder as your ſelf, | have reſolved to make my heart come out of 
its place, and to offer it ſelf at your 'feer, although that it hath made ſuch 
general rebellions in my Iudgement, and my Reaſon,who nevertheſeſſe thought 
that at the laſt v our attractions and my liberty would ſo ſhake hands, that 
my liberty would be enforced to render it felf your Captive. And you have 
now made ſuch ſtronꝑ, viſible, and powerfull impre ſſi ons on my Soul, that 
never Printer hath printed any leaf better than ybu bave made an impre ſſion 
on my heart with an indelible Charadter, and my Will receiving on it ſelf the 
Idoll of your monſtrous beauties, doth greatly haves the Honour 'of your 
Houſe. For this cauſe you ſhall always have the Image of my affection before 
your eyes, and make nearer your approches to fee how innumerable they are. 
Pluck yours from your heart it you pleaſe to keep company with mine, and af- 
flict no more my quiet, as heretofore you have done. 
This goodly Oration being ended, Fremord repſyed unto him in neat and 
, quick 
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quick language, that ſhe believed ſhe had not the power to captivate ſo gal- 
lane a Spirit as was his, but ſhe believed that he counterfeited for the moſt part, 
to find a Subject whereon to exerciſe his Eloquence. Ah Deereſt Star (ſaid he) 
you know not that you are already mounted on high above the Horizon of ac- 
compliſhed , and that the miracle of your perfections, and the perfection of 
your miracles, with a ſoft violence have wounded my bleeding Soul. O Da- 
moiſell, as fair as you are cruell, and as cruell as you are fair, you do much re- 
ſemble that treacherous Emperour Nero, who took pleature to lee the City of 
Rome on fire, for from the Turret of your merits you with del ght behold nar 
only the Suburbs, but even the City of my heart to burn, with all the Churches 
in it, which I have dedicated to your Honour; Know you not Lady, that an 
Antient did ipeak this beautifull Sentence, Amoris vuluis idem qui facit ſauat. 
Recover then a poor dying man, I ſhall otherwiſe ſing with the Poet Proper ti> 
, whom you know to be a good Author, and without reproach, Salus Amor 
morbi non cupit Artificem, In purſuance of this he did utter ſo many broken 
pieces of Latin, that I believe he brought up all that which was within the ſink 
of his Common Places under the title of Love. Fremond without making ap- 
parence that ſhe found any impertinence in his diſcourſe, did liſten attentively 
to him, and withall did anſwer him as favourably as he could-defire, hich 
. was the reaſon that he thus followed his Sute; Why then more fair than Ven, 
than Ven« of Cyprus, whatſoever Oration that miſerable and paſſive I can 
make in the way of Demonſtration, and whatſoever Syllogiſm can flow from 
my mouth, you cannot but thereby acknowledge that I am your Superlatiye 
Servant per omnes caſis. Y ou were not born to ſerve Sir(iaid Fremond to him 
there is no Maid ſo ambitious whatſoever ſhe be that will take upon ber the 
quality to be your Miſtreſſe ; for my ſelf l ſhould be happy to aſſume chat of 
Slave. On that, Hertenſius made Replyes, which for pleaſantneſſe of conceit 
were beyond all compariſon, and the diſcourſes of all the Pedants in the world 
are not to be valued with them, for he powred forth at once all the beſt - 
ſes in the Latin Tongue, and did aſſiſt himſelf with no ſmall number of Poe 
Proverbs, with which he interlarded his diſcourſe. [leave you to judge if Fre- 
mond did underſtand all that which he did ſpeak. Fay 
She who received all the offers of his ſervice in deriding them according to 
her cuſtonr, did not ſtick to aſſure him, that within few days ſhe would come 
to give him a viſit, and would bring with her but two Neighbours that were 
Citizens , and if it were poſſible the young Advocate that made love unto 
her) who ſhe ſaid, was her Coſin German. Hartenſiu having notice of the 
day when the Queen of his heart would come unto his lodgings, did make 
great preparations, Love having made him prodigall. He would willingly lay 
forth half of his yearly penſion to make a ſumptuous collation, I was of opi- 
nion that he would not have my Company, and therefore to make ſurt work l 
reſolved to make ule of the opportunity. A Bottle of Muſcadell, and another 
of Hippocras were in his Study, which did moſt ſtrongly tempt me, but what 
means was there to obtain them? Invention did aſſiſt me with a ſuddainExpe- 
dient, in which apprehenſion I entred into the Chamber of Herten, here 
obſerving him to read in a Book of a great bulk, I looked upon the Title to ſae 
what it conteined. It was a large Treatiſe of the State and power of the Turk; 
Behold here a good Book, ſaid he, I now have learned that which I did net 
know before. It is good to live, and to obſerve all things. I do find that no 
man doth ever turn his Poſteriors to the great Emperour who fits in the ſeat of 
AMahomet, and whoſoever departs from him he muſt goe backwards, altbough 
he were the Ambaſſadour of France; Do you remember this; Truant, ſaid 'he? 
oe and write it down preſently in your Table Book: It is excellent indeed 
ſaid I, and ſmiled, for firce 1 found that he was amorous, I thought my ſelf as 
great a Maſter as himſelf, and lecing his Study open I made but one ſtep into 
it. 
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it. What doe you within there, ſaid he, unto me? I replyed, I would look 
one word Sir, in your Ovid; It is in the corner of the little table, ſaid he. I 
bad nothing to do with Ovid, howſoever the better to manage my deſign, I 
took it up, and finding the bottle of Hypocras, which was too bigg to hide in 
my breeches, I ryed it faſt unto me with a point behind me, and proceeding in 
my admirable Invention, I came forth, holding Ovid in my hand, and going ſtill 
backwards and backwards, I faid to my Maſter, who at that preſent had his eys 
fix-d on his Book; Sir, I have ſo great a deſire to retain in my Memory the 
Reverence which is ſhewed to the great Turk, that at this time I will go from 
you as if you were he; I then did go backwards to the door in all the poſtures 
of a Mimick, which cauſed him to laugh; and having in this manner ſtoll'n his 
bortle, 1 did open it in my ſtudy, where 1 took ſome hearty draughts, but for 
fear that I ſhould meet him when he ſhould be in the height of his Fury having 
diſcover'd my theft, I preſently returned to his Chamber, and demanded leave 
of him to go forth, which being obtained with a loud Exeat, I took my bottle 
along with me under my gown, and did empty it with a young Scholar of the 
City who was my friend; After that, I'did goe to look out Fremend, with 
whom I feared not to return into the College, becauſe I knew ſhe was as able 
to appeaſe the choler of Hortenſius, as a glaſſe of water is able to qualifie the 
heat of a glaſſe of wine. 

She had 
ſhe came unto Hertenſius, not at the great Gate of the College, but at the Back 
door, which for that purpoſe he 2 to be opened, although it had before 

heen kept faſt locked above ſix years together. 

After ſome amorous entertainment, he took a pen in his hand, and wrote 
certain verſes on a Paper in the praiſe of his Miſtreſſe. One of the Citizens that 
were the companions of Fremond did praiſe the Verſes, but remembring that 
ſhe had ſeen the ſame lines amongſt the Works of a Modern Poet, when ſhe 
obſerved him ſometimes to ſtand in a great pauſe, ſometimes to ſcratch his head, 
and bite his nayls, and ſometimes to 1tamp on the ground, as if he had been in 
labour to finiſh thoſe Stanzaes, which he feigned ro compoſe, ſhe ſpake unto 
him by way of upbraidiog, Sir, If you have forgot what doth follow, I will di- 
Rate it unto you'; write it down, for I have it by heart, It is but yeſterday ſince 
I did read that piece in a Book which was preſented to me. I believe not ſo 
( ſaid Horten ſius) it came intirely from my Muſe, I will rehearſe unto you what 
follows, ſaid the Citizens Wife, and you ſhall find that it will anſwer to that 
which you have already written. Having then repeated the Verſes to him 
word for word, ſhe was not ſo contented, but entred into his ſtudy, and made 
ſo diligent a ſearch, that at length ſhe found the Book, by the likeneſſe it had 
unto her own, where ſhe ſhewed to Horten/ius the ſame Verſes which he had 
written ; but he would not ſeem to underſtand her, but aſſured her that he was 
the Author, and vainly would perſwade her, that his Genius was like unto that 
of the Poets, and did jump with him in the ſame thoughts and in the ſame 
words: And have you not heard, ſaid he, That there is nothing ſpoken, which 
hath not been ſpoken hertofore ? And yet I find ſome difference here; for I 
have made Fr-monda, and he bath wrote Clerinda; in one place I have wrote 
charws, and he hath wrote atrraions ; in the beginning of my third Stanza, 
you find, I do wot ſee, and in the fame place in his you ſhall read, / ſec got. 

Thus did Hortey/izs imploy his head to excuſe his theft, which was greater 
than mine who did ſteal his bottle; but it did no more cover his fault, than the 
throwing on ofa net doth cover a naked man; and although at that time they 
did forbear openly to deride him, yet ſince in divers companies it hath made 
ſport enough: But when 1 th nk of the Citizens Wife, If after ſeeing his 
firſt Stanza, ſhe had immediately retired her ſelf, and not looked upon the o- 
thers, and when he had done writing, ifſhe had rehearſed che whole Poem, as 

ſhe 


but two neighbours in her company as ſhe had promiſed,with whom 
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ſhe had it in her Memory, one undoubtedly would believe that ſhe was ſonie 
great Sorcereſſe, thinking ſhe had divined that which Hertenßas was come at 
the ſame time co compoſe. , | = 
This Invention being not then in her mind, ſhe made uſe of that which 1 
have related to yov, which was as good, and our Pedant, to cauſe her to forget 
it, did begin immediately to take the diſhes in his hand, and to charge the ta- 
ble with an honeſt Collation. There was no more want of Confects dry or 
wet, than there is want of water in a River, nevertheleſſe the Bottle of Hyps- 
cr4s was wanting, and becauſe it could not be found, they muſt content them · 
ſelves with the Muſcadel only. Hortenſius would not make it apparent that 
the ſtealing away of one of his bottles could put him into a diſtemper ; becauſe, 
you muſt chink, he was afraid to have his Miſtreſſe ſee him in a paſſion · I be» 
ing glad of ir, did aſſume the boldneſſe to come unto the chair where Fremond 
ſate, who did uſe me with all the courteſie ſhe could, giving me that which was 
left, having fill'd her belly and her pockets. Hel tenſius had a cuſtom when he 
feaſted any one, to eat more himſelt than all thoſe who were at his table, to the 
end that the greateſt part of his expence might turn to his own profit, and he 
had now —— his part pretty hand ſomly in emptying the plates, but beſt 
of all in draining the bottles; inſomuch, as he was well entred into a gallant 
humor. At every turn he would give you an account of ſome petty Hi of 
Love; but becauſe he had a great Vice, in not pronouncing according to che 
points and periods, a fault which many others do commit, who in telling their 
ſtory will be alwayes ſaying, To make hrt, The Companion of her did 
affront him in his Poeſy, did immediately obſerve him, and at the firſt time 
he laid, T. nal ſhorr; (having made ſome odd repetitions before) ſhe took him 
up, and ſaid unto him, If you inter d to pleaſe, you muſt not ſay, Tow will wake 
ert, for in every thing that doth pleaſe, we do love to have it long. This fa- 
miliarity did increaſe his mirth, ind cauſed him to drink deeper, inſomuch that 
he now | 4 in his feet, as before he had tripped in his - They did 
ask him, If he did learn to dance ? 'wher be immedi danced (ome 
paſſages in a Coranto. And being altogether unmindfull to conceal his mala- 
dy, hefaid, There is a certain Author, ind who is anonymous, as I think, that 
atfirms, Bacchus doloſus (ntxtor oft, primimcapur, deinde poder tentat , at this 
time I do acknowledge the truth thereof, tor (the more at once to ſurpriue me) 
he both aſſaults me in the head, and trips up my heels, | 
As he continued this diicourſe, the young Advocate who loved Fremond did 
enter into the Room, with two of his frienas, and two female Cirizens more, 
and thoſe che moſt pleaſanc ones in all the has þ Sir, ſaid the Advocate, ha- 
ving ſome buſineſs with Madamaiſelle Fremwond, we have made bold to come in- 
to your houſe, for which I doe deſire you that you would encuſe us. F- 
interrupted him, and ſaid, Iaſſure my ſelf that Mr. Hs: is very 1 
your comming, and is not iorry at all, unjefſe it be that you”are' come tos late 
to his Collation; whereupon one of the Company ſaid, there is yet alittle of 
the Muſcadel left. Salva pace, ſaid rhe Uſher. Well, well, Lid Hortiofins 
to him, Go, and give order to my Friend the Victualler, to ſend me the beſt 
piece of Roaſt- meat that he hath. He ſpake theſe words, becauſe be ſaw it was 
very late, and that thoſe who came laſt had brought a Fidler wich them f be 
therefore nw + that in Civility be muſt give a Supper to them all, and the 
heretic 


rather, becauſe that ſome of them had continued there a long time 
it did not prieve him, becauſe they appeared to him to be people of ſo good 4 
Temper, chat he could do no leſſe than buy their Company: * ' $ MOV 
As the Uſher was going out of doors, | deſired him to take me along with 
him; for having my liberty bur ſeldom, I was glad to take the to 
go into the City upon any occaſion wharfoever. He was ſo at tha 
time, that he readily granted what 1 „ for he was ——_— 
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ancwlpeyerhe did make it md not ſer ve his turn; for he was inforeed to 


ſhould take notige of che power he had over me; we did therefore goe toge- 
ther to the Victualler, but me found nothing there that pleaſed us, and drank 
only a Glaſſe or two of wine. We were adviſed to goe ſo far as the Cooks 
ax the little bridge The Vſher there did buy a Capon, and deſiring to take a- 
* him a piece of roſted Beet, he did goe amongſt all the Cooks, and 
could find no piece according to his mind. I obſerved a Cools Wife who ſeemed 
to me to be a very hand ſom Woman, and I addreſſed my ſelf to her to make 
Market, ſhe was newly marryed, and did not well underſtand what be- 
longed to her trade: I demanded of her the price of her roſt beef, ſhe ſaid, 
Faur and twenty Souſe, which was thrice as much as it was worth. An Affes 
pizzle, ſaid I, and ſpeaking that word did goe out of doors. Her Husband 
perceiving that ſhe did drive herCnſtomers from hisShop by putting too high a 
price upon his meat, did ſay unto her, I know notwhat you mean, to ask 
ſo dear for what is to be ſold, if you uſe to do in this manner i ſhall fel] nothing 
at all: Call back the boy again; His wife deſiring to make amends for her fault, 
and believing that an Aſſes pizzle was ſome new kind of coyn which ſhe never 
had heard of before, did call me back as loud as ſhe could, and ſaid uno tar, 
Honeſt Cuſtomer will you not give me an Aſſes Pizzle and a halt? 
vu. The caprichiouſneſſe of the conceit did make me laugh ſo heartily ; that I 
cannot remember I ever heard any thing that gave me more content. I retur- 
— her ſhop being overcome with the exceſſe of laughter, and ſaid unto 
bins, I. will give her two Aſſes Pizzles if ſhe will; but her Husband approach 
ing to me did ſpeak in paſſion, Goe too, Goe too, you are a very wagg, that 
which ſhe faid was not out of wantoneſſe but miſprilion. Another time ſhe will 
be even with you; Give me twelve Souſe. On thole words the Uſher came, who 
— him ten dauſe with which he was contented, and we returned to the Col- 
ge Wich our bargain, þ 45 
After I had made the —— laugh at the Account which faithfully] re- 
preſented to them, they all ſate down to the Table to Supper, but the Ladies 
who a ſſiſted at the Collation would not eat, but Hertemſas fo laid about him 
that his Teeth did rattle again in his head. O what a brave ſight it was to fee 
bam artificially he did gnaw the Legg of the Capon, turning hu head on that 
ſide 1 Framand ſate, and goghng with his eyes to give her an amorous re- 


it was 8 better ſight to obſerve how I ſtood behind Fremond to receive 

om her thoſe morſels which did pleaſe me better than my ordinary penſion: 
Supper being coder they made the Fidler to play all ſorts of Dances, and the 
2 5 that were preſent did ſhe the diſpoſition of their Bodies to the 


of that agreta ble inſtrument. At the laſt being weaty with that exereiſe, 
preſented famerother ſports with which the Ladies were much delighted. 
„Aud after ſa maaꝝ and ſo different paſtimes that it is impoſſible to repeat 
them all, I ſhall only aequaint you, that ( in good earneſt) they played topſy 
| xcellently well, for there was not a book in all the Study which in deri- 

had, not thrown on the ground, and they did not ſpare ſo much as the 
Linnen, which according to the cuſtom of the College was in a corner 

of the Chamber, Every one took a piece, and folding it hard up, they did 
throw it at the head of Herten, who asked them what was the Game they 
pa yech ate and deſended himſeif very untowardly. At laſt they told him there 
no denxal, for he muſt dance with Frewoad to the muſick of the Violl. 
rig dd read vid unto it, how ſoever he mould not pull off his Caſſock, 
gok chat he nid it ſnould be ſtollen rom him, as a provident Galtenc 
whom I know, Who dangeth always wit h his Jong Coat on, for fear it ſhould 
ba Gollen from bim i buchecauſe tha he would not have it ſoen that his Dbu- 
blet wanted two on three Skirts , and was toru in ſeveral places; ſome of which 
en ith ſtuff ol one colour, and ſome of another. But what refi- 
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ut off that reverend coverture of his poverty. It was no ſmiH'paſtime to ob- 

rve the turns and the paſſes he made, and the Capers he did cut; I cotteive 
they were the ſame that Socrares practiſed when he had a curioſity to learn to 
dance, a little before his death. In the mean time one of the young men did 
put on his Caſſock, and covered bis head with his ſquare cap, which Herren- 
his ſeeing did aſſure him, that in that habit he was very like the Principal of 
the College; whereupon another demanded of him what a kind of matt was 
the Principal? I will tell you, ſaid he, He is a man of merit, but thathe makes 
me pay too much for the rent of my Chambers, he ſpoke alſo ſomething worſe 
of him, as being of a detracting ſpirit, eſpecially againſt thoſe who ſicked 
the Marrow out of his purſe. | 

Oa thoſe words he took a Baſe Violl from the teſtern of his Bed, and per- 

ſwading himſelf that he could play well thereon, he had a deſire to charm the 
ears ofthis Miſtreſſe. The Fidler by chance knew the ſame Ayr which hie be- 

an to jarr upon, and Hertenſius conſorting with him of his own accord did 

ay unto the Company, Y ou ought to dance ſome Mask to the tune which our 
inſtruments doe play. What perſonages ſhall we repreſent, ſaid Fremend? Let 
the Gentleman ( ſaid he) who hath on my Caſſock perſonate the Principal 
within, and doe you and the reſt of the Company take the Gowns in the next 
chamber of thaſe whom I teach, and act the parts of Scholars; Mr. Principal 
doe you take the rods which are made faſt to yonder matt, you ſhall ſcourge 
your Companions by turns one after another. The Company being gone out 
of his Chamber into the next to attire themſelves,did find that it was very late, 
and determined all of them to goe home without bidding good night, giving 
him leave to ſcrape his belly full on his Violl ; I did go into the Chamber 
where Hortenſius was playing, to bring away the Cloaks of the Men, and the 
Muffs of the Women, making him believe that they would conduce the better 
to diſguiſe them, and having brought them all unto them, I did let them forth 
at the back door, the Uſher who was imployed another way having left me 
the Keys; Afterward I returned to my Study, and made faſt the door, as if I 
had not ſtirred our of it all that Evening. 

The Principal was by that time in the Court, and walked the round with a 
great Lanthorn before him. He heard the Violl and the Fiddle that played to- 
gether, and could not imagine who they were that made the moſt untunable 
muſick in the world, for the two inſtruments were not of the ſame ſound, and 
did not follow one another, and our Maſter did often ſtrike on thoſe ſtrings 
which he ought not to touch, and almoſt at every ſtroke did miſtake one for 
another, taking C for Band D tor C. The Principal ſtanding cloſe to the 
Wall did liſten attentively, and heard Hertenſius who cryed out as loud as he 
could, Why do you ſtay fo long? Enter Mr. Principal, make haſt and bring in 
your Mask with you. The Principal believed that he did ſpeak to him, and 
that be had ſeen him out of his Window, wherefore he did goe up the ſtairs, 
and his train with him, as well ro know what he had to ſay unto him, as to 
underſtand if there were any marriage there or not; He was in the entry to his 
Chamber when Horten/ius cryed our again, Feſtina Principal, you make me 
weary to attend you, I will make a hard ſhift but I will dance the Mask my 
ſelf, if you will not enter the ſooner, and ſtriking the Fiddler on his fingers 
with his Fiddle ſtick, O good man ( (aid he) play me the dance which the 
Lacedemonians danced at their Sacrifices, or the Saraband which the Crerians 
thoſe Coribantes danced when they carryed away Jupiter from the Louure 
of Saturn, for fear the great Glutton ſhould hear the cry of the little child, and 
devour him as he did the reſt. The Fidler who did not underſtand his language 
did continue playing on as he did before,wherefore Hertenſiu being in a great 
choler did ſtrike him harder than he did before, which made the Fiddler to cry 

out as loud as he could, The Principal _ near unto the door, and liſtned' 
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to all this, but his Curioſity cauſed him now to enter, and to demand of our 
Maſter, What Devils dance is it that you would have me to dance? What is the 
{port that you are making here Maſter Hortenſius? Vertue of God, I think you 
are little better than drunk? O good Sir, be not angry, ſaid Hortenſizs, I have 
not drank ſo hard but I know the Principal well enough; I have made a feaſt 
for ſome of my friends, with whom I am a little merry: ic was not to you to 
whom I did ſpeak, it was to one of thoſe who was to enter with his Cymmerian 
Mummery, which he hath undertaken to bring in with the reſt of his Society. 
But where are theſe people of whom you ſpeak? ſaid the Principal. They are 
attiring themſelves in my Scholars chamber, ſaid H»r:en/1#5s, The Principal 
immediately entred into their chamber, and finding not any one there, he re. 
turn'd and ſaid unto him, I believe you are not well in your wits, and that you 


imagine you have a great Company, when yo are alone by your ſelf; Lord! 


what a diſorder have you made in your chamber ? here is ſuch a confuſion, as 
if all the hoggs in the Town had been here: ſee here good Sereca and how 
other Authors of the Latin tongue doe lie bedabled amongſt the ordures; and 
ſpeaking thoſe words, he did take up divers Books which they had chrowa 
Gn in the height of their debauchment. And you Mr. Fidler, for your part, 
I ſhall inforce you with baſtinadoes to tell me from whence you doe come, and 
what you have to doe in my College? Peradventure it is your good Melody 
that bath made this honeſt man to loſe his underſtanding, who ( before having 
not his Equal in Eloquence) was indeed a Phoenix O good Sir, pardon me, 
ſaid the Fidler, I did not come but as I was led, my poor ſight is loſt : A man, 
whom I know not, brought me hither, and hath ſent back my eyes to my houſe, 
telling them, that I ſhould have no need of them untill to morrow morning, at 
which time he would ſend them to me. What do you mean by your eyes, ſaid 
the Principal? I ſo call the poor Boy that leads me, ſaid the Fidler, He told me 
once in the ſtreet that he ſaw me, and he being a poor Boy I received him into 
my Imagination, as if I had ſeen him alſo. O good Jeſus, I would he was here, 
that | might lye ſomewhere elſe than in this place , whereſo much miſchief is 
done me. But even now I asked for a little drink, and they gave me a glaſſe 
whoſe foot was all beſcumber'd, and although the ill ſavour did much diſpleaſe 
me, yet the great thirſt I had did inforce me to lift it to my mouth, which gree- 


| ay opening itſelf to receive it, I ſwallowed a great deal of Urine which was in 


it, before I could well taſt whet her it was wine or not. But that is not all, This 
goodly Muſician that playes with me hath beaten me into plaiſter, which (after 
a world of Latin he hath ſpoken to me) did afflict as much my ſoul, as his blows 


have done my Body. O you, whoſoever you are that doe ſpeak unto me, I doe 


believe that you know me well, becauſe you have made mention of the Sign of 
the Tap-houſe where I lodge, which is the Phan; Lead me home, I pray you, 
and 1 will give you half a Souze. Make no ſuch offers nor intreaties to me, ſaid 
the Principal, I am only angry here with my Friend, you have not eyes to (ce 
who I am, Look out ſome other Guide. During this diſcourſe, Hortenſius did 
begin to put his Houſe in order, and the Fidler taking him by the arm, ſaid unto 
him, Hear you Sir, I have played all this Evening, and was promiſed a Quarde- 
cue for my pains, Give it me dir? Ah my Friend, ſaid Hortenſins, Have not you 
taken as much contentment to hear me play on the Violl, as I have done to 
hear you play on your Fiddle, and doe demand any money of you for my re- 
compence ? Oh, But you have danced Sir, ſaid the Fidler, and you cannot ſay 
that your dancing did give me any pleaſure; and it is no reaſon that I ſhould 
pay for it; for I cannot ſee at all. Let thoſe pay thee then, that did imploy 
thee, ſaid Hortenfins ; Thou canſt ſhow nothing of thy work, it is all vaniſh- 
ed into air, and yet thou would*ſt have ſome real and ſenſible ſalary, and feel a 
Quardecue to fall with weight into thy pocket. See here the miſery of this 
Ape, ſaid the Fidler. Alas, alas, Our Eſtate is not eſteem'd as it hath been,! have 
| known 
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known the dayes when a dozen of them would fall thicker into this powch,than 
two of them do now. I have played before Rings in my dayes, and they have 
ſec me at the upper end of the Table. Comfort᷑ your ſelf m̃y friend, ſaid the 
Principal, I will pay you. But Mr. Hertenfius, V Vill you retain the Salary of 
this poor Man? Tell me, what Faney moved you to play with him? Have 1 
not told you already, ſaid Hertenſus ? I will fee what is become of my Compa- 
ny, and ſpeaking thoſe words, he took the Candle, and did look over all his 

lodgings. The Principal knocking at our Studies, demanded of as, If there had 
bin any with our Maſterꝰ we made anſwer that we knew nothing, to ſhew unto 

him that we followed our Books with ſuch eager diligence, that we had no 

thought at all of thoſe indifferent things which paſſed in his Lodging. I kn 

not what to think of it (ſaid Hertenſiut) coming back from his inqueſt, but I can- 
not meet with any one. Goe to bed, and take your Reſt, ſaid the Principal, 
you have need of it, for he believed he had loſt his ſenſes. I will take the Fidler 
along with me, who ſhall lie this nightin my lodgings, for tear you ſhould 
make a new quarrel, or being at peace one with another, you ſhould begin your 
Muſick again. Having ſpoken thoſe words, he took the poor Min along with 
him, to whom he gave ſome monies which he received from my Maſter. They 

being departed, Hor!enſins came to me, and demanded of me, Whither Fre- 

mond and her Companions were gone? I made him believe, that being adver- 

tiſed that the Principal was come into our Lodgings, ſhe deſired, me to open 
the back door to return that way, fearing he ſhould tee her, and that all her 
company followed her. He then demanded of me where was his Caſſock? I 
told him, that he who was to act the Principal had taken it along with him, and 
ſaid, that he would come in the morning to give a BreakfaFro him, and all the 
Company that were with him. Ah Jwpirer thou God of Hoſpitality | ſaid 
Hortenfius ,, Thou haſt ſeen how I have honoured thy Deity, I have gal- 
lantly entertained my Gueſts, and chereupon they will as gallantly entertain 
me. 

In this humor he did go to bed, and early in the morning he was viſited by 
all che Pedants of the College, ho came to ſee if he were reſtored to his ſenſes, 
which the Principal aſſured them he had loſt: He had fo well digeſted his 
Wine in the night, chat they found him in that ſober temper in which he was ac- 
cuſtomed to be; nevertheleſſe they did not forbear to make ſport with him for 
his Muſick. After dinner he gave me a charge to goe to Frem»nd,to deſire her 
to ſend him back his Caſſocx. Fremond did refolve to write a Letter to him, in 
which ſhe acquainted him, that ſhe acknowledged his affection, which was very 
agreeable to her, but his condition did diſpleaſe her; for although her Father 
was but an Advocate, yet he was deſcended of a noble Family, and that ſhe 
would not eſpouſe a Man who at leaſt was not noble by his Vertues, and did not 
make profeſſion of Arms. Therefore the Caſſock ſhould not be reſtored to 
him, becauſe he muſt wear a ſword if he would obtain that of her which he pro- 
feſſed that he ſo much defired. 

Having read this Epiſtle, which was a definitive Sentence, he anſwered her 
Letter with another, in which he repreſented, that his Deſign was alwayes to 
make himſelf an Advocate,thinking it would be agreeable to her to have a Hus- 
band of the ſame Condition as was her Father; that ſhe did ill to undervalue 
Men of Learning, who, no doubt, were more noble than Men of Arms; Ne- 
v:rtheleſle,fince it was her pleaſure, he would take to the Sword, although the 
Profeſſion which he had alwayes followed, did no wayes derogate from the 
Nobility of her Anceſtors, which by proots he would make apparent to her. 
All this was intermingled with Sentences,Proverbs, Examples, and Authorities, 
in a more than a barbarous confuſion, which was ſo uneaſie to unintangle, that 
the Advocate and four of his Friends who were all lettered Meo, did imploy a 
whole afternoon about it, and yet could not make their explications,but by Con- 
jectures. : B b 3 Her. 
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Hortenſſus was as much loſt in love as a man could be, and to ſpeak the 
truth the cauſe of his paſſion did deſerve it ſhould be ſo. He reſolved with 
himſelf to perform what he had promiſed , and knowing that if he ſhould arm 
his ſide with a Sword, and be ſudenly compleat in the habit of a Souldier, it 
would ſeem ſtrange to thoſe who were acquainted with the whole courſe of his 
education, he thought it more expedient by little and little to accuſtome him- 
ſelt unto it. To this purpoſe he did one day put on a piir of Boots, and walk- 
ing into the Cicy he told all his friends he did meet with, that on the next mor- 
ning he was to take his journey into Normandy which was his native Country, 
he cauſed alſo the ſame report to be noyſed in the College; Nevertheleſſe, he did 
not depart till four days afterwards, and left a Subſtitute to have a care of his 
Scholars in his abſeuce: Being returned he lodged abroad, and not in the Col- 
lege, and leit not off his Sword or his Boots, but made his long Cloak ſhor- 
ter, and metamorphoſed his Caſſock into a Doublet cut upon his Shirt, he 
did wear every day a Band with a Bonelace on it, and had nothing of a Pedant 
but the Diſcourſe only. f 

Frem nd having ſeen him in this Equipage, did profeſſe unto him that he 
infinitely pleaſed her, but ſhe could not be entirely contented, if he did not 
ſnew her the proofs of the antiquity of his Nobility, which he vaunted that he 
could. Being brought to this extremity, he diligently ſought after the means to 
maintain ſo falſe a Title, and having underſtood that a good old man, a Towns- 
man of his was in Paris, he took the pains to look him out, and deſired him to 
witneſſe tha: he knew his Father, and that he lived always in his Country in 
the reputation of a Gentleman. The old man being a very honeſt man told 
him, that being ſo near as he was to render unto God an Account of his Acti- 
ons, he could not be induced to be a witneſſe to an untruth for all the recom- 
pence he did promiſe him, neither did he now deſire any reward, for he looked 
after a more fure poſſeſſion than the goods of this world. Hortenſius replyed, 
that on every demand that Mould be propounded to him, he would provide 
kim with ſuch amphibological anſwers, that alchough they were nothing bur 
the truth, yet they ſhould conduce much to prove that which he deſired. The 
Country man iaid unto him, If it beſo, he had mer with a man from whom he 
ſhould receive all manner of contentment. Go too then, ſaid Hortenſius, My 
Father was as good a Gentleman as thou art, and if thou ſhalt affirm that he 
was noble, thou ſhalt not lie at all, for thou haſt not the Spirit of a Clown, and 
no more had he. 1 will ſhew thee how. If the Rent of one hundred thouſand 
Crowns had been given to you both, you would not have addicted your ſelves 
to Mechanick exerciſes to which poverty did compell your Spirits, you would 
have eaten without doing any thing, and you would have lived the whole 
courſe of your life without doing any thing, which is to be noble. The will 
which you have ought to be reputed for the deed , and in affirming this you 
commit not the fourth part ofthe leaſt Venial Sin; And ſo much in ſpeaking 
on the firſt propoſition. If the ſecond be propounded to you, which is, if my 
Father hath ſerved che King in his wars, you may aſſure him that he hath; for 
truly remember that in Winter nights by the fire ſide, he hath told my Mother 
that in his youth he was ſomething wild, during che troubles at that time in 
France, and as a Souldiers boy he did ſerve a younger Brother, who comman- 
ded a Company of Foot in the Kings Service, now fince he did ſervice to a man 
who fought for the King, there is no man can deny but that he did it to his Ma- 
jeſty himſelf; and what, though he was no Captain, nor General of the Army, 
men are not to be blamed that they doe not all of them arrive to that height of 
Honours, for we are not all the Favourits of Fortune. Y 

The Countryman accorded to ſerve Horren/ize as a Witneſſe in this affair, 
being induced to it by his good reaſons, The firſt time afterwards that the Pe- 
dant ſaw Fremond, he deſired her that ſhe would be pleaſed co aſſigu a day to 


give 
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5 lbre tus mind unto her. On the day appointed be came with his ountry- 
man, and the Servatt for additions, whom he commanded to keep himſelf all- 
ways dehind him, and when be numbred any acres or ſums of money which 
te bud, to ſtep-forth and cake the word with confidence out of his mouth, and 
mate it twice as much, to the end that on the one ſide they might judge ex- 
tremely to his advantage, and on the other, that he might be taken for.a modeſt 
— the leaſt ſhadow of vanity z who made his eſtate leſſe than in- 
d it was. f 
Fremond was iu the ſame houſe with her who was the Miſtreſs of it, & did ac- 
cottipany her unto the College · The young Advocate whom ſhe called Coſen, was 
alfo there, becauſe ſhe ſaid that ſhe would firſt communicate to bim the Sute of 
Hortenſius before ſhe would acquaint her Father with it. Ihere were beſide two 
dtlier brave Companions, and fix to be preſent at ſuch a conference · Our Pedant 
did firſt of all entertain his Miſtreſſe with the Diſcourſe of Love, according to 
his cuſtome, and when he ſaw that ſhe did put him in mind. of his promiſes, and 
deſired to be aſſured if he had means enough to maintain her in the condition 
of a Gentle woman, he * to diſcover his eſtate with the greateſt imperti- 
nence in the world. Monſieur (ſaid he) (addreſſing himielf particularly to her 
Coſim who had thtuſt lumſelf into their company ) to che end that you may 
nt conceive me to be any contemptible fellow, underſtand that in my Coun» 
tty Fhave the poſſe ſſion of a huuſe worth two thouſand Crowns... His Servant 
For additions who ſtood behind him, ſtepped forth, and according to his pre · 
repts with a great oonfidene ſaid unto N is wel — four 5 
ſand Crowns- He; ſaid Feu turning aſide to him, guſt you take up 
your Maſtet ? If 1 ſhould make it leſſe you oufght not ſirrah to gainſy me, 
Moreover, ſaid he, I have a Conſtitution af .chree chouſand Liuvres due to a 
Denlet; — owy.it me is very able to pay it. Nay it is fix thou 
ſend Linyfes;laid his Servant ſor additions, I have ſeen the Contract, and the 
Bonds to confirm it. Wilt thou not yet bold thy peace thou beggarly fellows 
ſatd Ho tevfn;. His Servant for additions replyed, Les Sir, but it is requiſite 
that ! doe put you in mind of that which you forget. Ls 
On that the Gentlewoman of the houſe, who was a Companion of Fre. 
words, did acquuint Hortenſias, that there was a report that he had ſome. in- 
Nrmities. and if it were ſo ſhe would not counſell Fremond to eſpoule him. He 
made anſw r , they are Slanderers who do make this report unto you; I am 
here before one, to whom i would no more appear 4 Lyer, than. before 
the Divinity it felf , i therefore (wear that have neither hlain nor blemiſh in 
a my Body, but only what a hot Iron made by an accident in my left Legg: 


His Servant for additions betieving that he was to multiply what his 
aid, atcording to his infiructions, Sir, ſaid he, you have one like un- 
to it on you right Legg. Hortenſius being angry did riſe from his Chair to 
ſtrike his Groom, and to puniſh him for his indiſeretion, but they, retained 
him, and his Servant for additions believed that bis paſſion was but coumter- 
feited as before, and therefore determined with himſelf to perform again his 
office on the firſt opportunity. — 
Fremond then ſaid unto Hertenßau, we may collect as well by yours, as, by 
your Servants words, that you are worth eighteen thouſand Liuvxes „ but we 
underſtand by fore perſons of credit that you owe teatbouland, part whereof 
you have borrowed to a ſſiſt you in the purchaſe of yout houſe, and the other 
part to fupply your neceſſities. Thoſe who told you ſo, replyed Hortenſins, did 
miſ-inform you. Pardon me (anſwered Fremont; If you ſe that we ſhall 
hold you for a Prank man, you cannot deny à thing which is apparent to us. 
Being then un willing to diſfemble with his Miſtreſſe, and imagining it was e- 
notlh to aſſute her that he was worth eight thouſand Franks, he {aj ao 
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her, Since it is your pleaſure, that I ſhould ſay after you, I do confeſſe that I am 
in debt Ten thouſand liuvers. His Servant for additions incontinently replyed, 
Nay Sir, to my knowledge you owe Twenty thouſand. How ? laid Horten- 
ſius, riſing up, Doſt thou not ſee how thou goeſt beyond thy Commiſſion ? 
and whiſpering him in the ear, he told him be did not ſpeak now of Poſleſſi- 
ons, but of a Debt, and did not I, ſaid he, inſtruct thee to multiply the Poſſeſ- 
ſions only ? to thoſe words he added four or five blowes with his fiſt, which 
had been followed with others, if bis choler were not reſtrained. When he was 
ſate down again, Fre». ond ſaid unto him, Although you pretended to be rich, 
I doe find you indigent, for if you have Eighteen Thouſand Franks, you doe 
owe Twenty thouland ; and I perceive well enough you doe not ſo much 
defire to matry a Wife, as to meet with a good portion to relieve you in the 
neceſliries of your Age. a 
To ſpeak the truth, he was worth three thouſand Crowns, which be had gai- 
ned by paring our portions, in performing the office of a Regent in ſeyeral 
Forms, and by ſome other particular advantages; nevertheleſſe he could ne- 
ver make Fre mond believe it, nor any ot her Company, who were all inexora - 
ble, and would give no credence, but to thoſe words only which his Servant for 
additions had delivered. Howſoever Fremend ſaid, that if he were ofa good 
Family, as he pretended to be, peradventure ſhe would not ſo much regard his 
poverty. Oh Madamoiſell, 1 have here a witneſſe of it, ſaid be, and cauſing 
the Countryman to approach, he proceeded, Behold here an honeſt and a ſub- 
ſtantial Man, to whom I do referr my ſelf. Hear you then my Friend (ſaid the 
Kinſman of Fremond) We defite to know, if the Father of Maſter Horten/ius 
was noble, or to; What ſay you? 1 know very well that be was, ſaid the 
Countryman. And bis (Grandfather alſo, ſaid the Advocate? He was fo, ſaid 
the Countryman. Sir, Have you any Patents to ſhew for it, ſai che Advocate 
to Hertenſius? No, ſaid he; for ſinee my Anceſtors have advanced themſelves 
by their Ver tues, we need not any Patents from the King. I be: generous acti- 
ons of my Progenitors, which without diſcontinuance have declared themſelves 
to all the world; have made themſelves known even unto Envy, and if in thoſe 
days they had been recorded in Letters, they had before this cime been defaced 
by age, or conſumed by Rats. I do believe you, ſaid the Advocate. But you 
honeſt Man ( ſaid he) ſpeaking to the Countryman, Tell me if the Father of 
Monſieur was ever in the Warrs during his life? Ves Sir, (ſaid he) I dare aſſure 
you. The Advocate replyed, Being returned to his Houſe from the wars , did 
he alwaies wear a ſword, as the badge of his Condition? I he Countryman 
found himſelf to be here turprized ; tor Hort enſius bad not inſtructed him how 
he ſhould anſwer to ſuch a Propoſicion,w thout ſpea king an untruthʒ in the end 
he told him, that he had alwaies teen him wear a great Whittle, and of a good 
length at his girdle, and ſaid moreover, that he did never goe out of doors 
without one Iron Inſtrument or other; What Iron Inſtrument, ſaid the Advocat, 
it poſſibly might be a Spade ? No, Sir, ſaid the Countryman, it was a Gleave, 
being unwilling to uſe the name of Sword or Whittle. Did he live like a Man 
of quality, ſaid the Advocate ? How many doggs did he keep? None but one, 
anſwered the other. What dogg was that ? A great Maſtiff, replyed the 
Countryman. He did not go a — Ara then, ſaid the Advocate ? Once, re- 
plyed the Countryman, I ſaw him hunt the Wolf who devoured his ſheep, and 
to ſhow his valour, at one blow he killed him wich his Sheep-book. This laſt is 
the moſt remarkable of all, ſaid the Advocate, and ſmiled; be made uſe of his 
Sheep- hook, when he ſhould have imployed bis Harquebuze, and yet this Man 
had been a Souldier; But what did his Maſtiff do? He ſerved to keep his flock 
when ſometimes he abſented himſelf trom them, being imployed inthe making 
of ſmall Crucifixes of wood, and ocher little Figures, as weil to avoid Idleneſſe, 
as to gain ſomerhing for the ſuſtenance vt his lite. At that chey began to laugh 
out- 
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outright, which had been louder, had Hertenſius not been preſent, they all de- 
ſiring to uſe him reſpectfully, that they might receive more pleaſure from him. 

As far then as we can learn, honeſt Friend, dy your Dilcourſe ſaid the Advo- 

cate ) the Father of Hertenſius did keep ſheep, and was conſtrained to work 
wich his hands for his daily bread ; but he need not to be aſhamed at it, ſaid 

the Advocate, and ſmiled to himſelf ; for having read ſo much, he is not igno- 
rant, that Princes ſometimes were Shepherds, and the Innocence and Tranquil - 
lity of that Condition is yet highly eſteemed. - Hortexſixe obſerving yhat the 
Error which the Couarryman committed was unpardonable, was contented to 
affirm, that his Father was not the leſſe to be eſteemed, becauſe he kept a flock 
of Sheep: for being diſcharged of the tumults of the War, he believed he could 
not better reliſh che ſweetneſſe of peace in any other condition. But Fremond, 
drawing her mouth an inch and a half wider than ordinary, and mopping at 
him, aſſured him, that he might look him out a Wife ſomewhereelſe, and that 
ſhe would not have a Husband whole Father was of ſo baſe a quality, and that 
ſhe was afraid (for poſſibly Hertenſius had kept a herd of Swine in his youth) 
that in ſpeaking to her, he might believe that he was yet ſpeaking to his hoggs, 
and would ule her, as he did — tbem; and that all the world, pointing at her 
— * finger, might ſay, Behold there where goes the young dow Mada- 
moiſel] ! 

The diſdain hereof did put Horten/ius into ſuch a fury, that it proved a ſa- 
ving Antidote againſt the poyſon of his love, which immediately he curned in- 
to hate, and without ſaying Adieu to any one, he flung out of the Chamber, 
and made faſt the Door after him, for fear they ſhould ferch him back again, 
He came directly to the College to acquaint his Uſher with bis misfortune. In 
the mean time the Countryman, and the Servant for additions, who ſtayed be- 
hind, were examined upon certain Interrogatoties, and they ſound that this 
glorious Pedant did come almoſt ſtark naked to Faru, and was conſtrained to 
beg, until he had found a livelihood. His Servant for additions did think to return 
to him, but he diſmiſſed him when ever he ſaw him, as the folly he committed 
did deſerve, and the Conntryman did go from him without a recompence, ſince 
he had deſtroyed all his Hopes. * 

Jn the height of his Rage he did write a Letter to Fremond, in which he in- 
veighed againſt her with a thouſand pedantick names; he called her Medea, 
Me gera, I j ſiphene. He told her, that ſince ſhe would not be a Roſe, and be 
gathered by a Nourſling of the Muſes, w ho bad drank more than one Bucket ful 
of the Fountain of Agazippe, he deſired Phebus to metamorphoſe her into a 
Thiſtle, chat ſhe might ſerve to feed Aſſes ; that he ſaw well enough by the ex- 
ample of Jupiter, who was transformed into a Swan, a Satyr, and a Bull, to de- 
light himſelf with his Miſtreſſes, that he muſt be a Beaſt who obtaineth any 
thing fron a Woman, and eſpecially from her whom he eſteemed to be the on- 
ly Woman in the world, that is to ſay, who had the greateſt part of that incon- 
ſtant and brutiſh humor which pertained to her Sex. Afterwards he came to 
reproaches, and to ſhew the greateſt baſeneſſ> in the world, he reckoned the 
expences he bad been at to entertain her and her Company, and aſſured: her, 
that he would have ſaved that money, but that he was iu hope to have eſpouſed 
her, and told her in the concluſion, That ſince he was fruſtrated of his expeRta- 
tion, his Expectation was, that ſhe, and all thoſe whom he entertained , ſhould 
by turns give him the like feaſt one after another. 

I was the Mercury of this Miſſive; but I carried not the Charming Rod, 
which is a ſign of Peace, for 1 came to denounce War. Fremend would civil» 
ly have anſwered bis outrages, to have alwaies enjoyed the extraordinary mirth 
of his Company. She did write unto him, that ſhe minded not the Injuries 
with which he defamed ber, becauſe ſhe knew that he was prepoſſeſſed with 
pa ſli on, and that ſhe alwayes highly = eſteem him, by reaſon of bis Tr 
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* 001 ſhe laid, ſhe could not make him her Husband, becauſe he was not 

ofthatqualicy which the preſent cuſtome of the age did require, which ſhe was 
inforeed to follow, nevertheleſſe ſhe would always bear an honeſt affection to 
him 6 recompence his own; And for his Banquet there were none that ſhould 
be in his debt for it, for her Coſin ſhould feaſt him firſt , and afterwards all the 
reſt ſhould follow by turns, 

Hor ten/ins having read this Anſwer did throw it into the fire, affirming that 
he would have nothing to doe with the affeRtions or the Feaſts of Fremond, 
and being more wiſe for the time to come, he did ſwear that he would indear 

himſelf no more to ane Girles but the Muſes, who alſo do allure us becauſe 
they are of that deceitfull Sex. Although the Meſſage his old Miſtreſſe did 
ſend unto him was full of flatteries, yet he would never endure the frequentati- 
on of her Company any more, nevertheleſſe he diſcontinued not to wear 
a Sword; and hath ever ſince lived on his Revenues, and what he bath gained 
by tranſlating ſome Books out of Latin into French, or by being a Cotrector 
of the Preſſe. 1 finiſhed all the courſe of my ſtudies in the ſame College, pay- 
ing my penſion to the Uſher , where nothing arrived wort hy of recital, but 
what art eady I have related to you, and the Vacations of the year of my Phi- 
loſophy being come, I was commanded by my Father to take my leave of the 
College, and to return to Brittany. 
| When I was in my-own Country I ſaw the end of all my happineſſe, I was 
perpethally vexed by being demanded in what Calling I would imploy my felf; 
ears were furred with the importunate clamors and counſells of my friends, 
who would have me ſtudy Humanity, and the tedious Volumes of the Law, to 
be one of the Counſellers in Pärlament; but opinions do change when age 
comes on, and my Father afterwatds hated no men more than thoſe of the to 
Robe, as ſince he hach made it appear by one who married my Siſter. Ani 
my Mother deſirous to comply with him in all things, did ſeem to defire as well 
as himſelf to have me a Counſellor of the Law. | 
This did rethfh ſo ill with mn, that it is impoſſible to repreſent it to you. 
At that tim I declamed within my ſelf againſt the wickedneſſe of the Age, 
— 7 natural Laws are corrupted, and the moſt generous Spirits are con- 
ſtrained to take upon them a great charge to trouble their repoſe, and cannot 
live in Quiet, which is a bleſſiag that is nor denyed unto Beaſts. From day to 
day fdelayed to learn that dangerous knowledge which I have always hated 
more than the plague, it being the caule of the greateſt part of our Vexations, 
Being on the point co forfake my Fathers houſe he did fall extremely lick ;. In 
vain the Phyſicians round about him did their endeavour to recover him, 
ſo it was that he dyed, and left bis Wife and Ckildren mugh afflicted for fo 
great a loſſe. 1 
After bis death, my Mother who accorded with me in all things which I: 
deſired, did leave off the Reſolution ſhe had taken to force me to take the long 
Robe, and becauſe I was a ſtranger in Brittam,; being accuſtomed to the Air 
of Paris, I beſought her that ſhe would permit me to return thicher; ſhe de- 
manded of me what I would do thete; I replyed co her, that I would paſſe a- 
way ſome time in learning honeſt exerciſes, and that I would indeavour to put 
my felf in the ſervice of ſome Prince. My Brothers in Law did give their ad- 
vice upon it, and repreſented to me that Fortune reign*d moſt unperiouſly at? 
the Court, and ſhewed there · the greateſt effe&s ot her inconſtancy ; And 
briefly, when I prefimed to be in the higheſt degree of all her favours; ſhe 
would throw me down into the bottom of deſpair. All this did not detere me; 
I had nothing in my head but the greatneſſe of the world. In the end they gave 
me leave to 175 in ptactice my intention. I returned to Pars , and lodged in 
the Uaivetſity eh I could not forget. I was aſterwards acquainted with a 
Min "ho had Chambers ready furniſhed, and cook Penſioners, and 1 day- 
3 bath : ly 
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ired to a Player on tis Lute, a Fenets, and a Dances, t leattr the art 
13 — one hour was to exerciſe my ſe 1Fint ole fücuſty, and the other n do- 
ther; 1imployel all the remainder of my time to read indie remtiy all iuanter 
of Bboks, and I learned more in three mor tan I did in even yrar 
ir the College; when I heard thoſe Pedanticx abſurdities which did fo 
my judgement, that 1 believed all the Fables of the Poets to be cried 
arid dia conceive to my (elf that there were Sylvans and des in the 
reſts, Nayades in the Fuuntdine, and Nereides in the Sea! Moreover I belie- 


ved that what ſoevet was ſpokth 6f transformations was trhe; and I ne 


a Niphcingall but] believed it was the Kings Daughter of '7h-4654s Neither 
wus 1 alone abuſed in this coticeir, for I khow great many more, ad ſome 
Maſters themſelves, who were of the ſame'6fiinion. 297 11155 2100'S 
As theſe old Errors were chaſed out of my underſta filled it with ber- 
ter know edge, and ſetting my ſelf to review my notes of Phiſoſopby.whiſet# our 
Regent had dictated unto me; I did conter them with the beſt Authors 1 could 
find, fo that By my induſtry I was ſufficiently inſtructed in every Science, for 
a man that woufd not make a particular profeiſidn of thery.”' ' * - 

Im che midſt of theſe various entertainments; I Tived about a year in the 
preateſt ſolitude in the world ; and very ſeſdom did goe out of doory;" 
walked then no further than on the old Banks which were tear unto my lod- 
ging. I was oy viſited by two or three young Grndemes wi whon 
acquainted,” I remember that one day there came wich rheta one of thi 
try, 'whole name was Reymond, who ſome few days afterwards retur 
out any one in his 2 Looking in my Goffer, after he was gone; found 
my little Box empty, in which I had put at leaſt threeſcore Crowns, 1 ep ir 
bred thit I leſt him alone in ty Chamber, not ſuſpecting · im to de light 
finger'd as he was.” When eber I ſaw him, — 6 him what 1 
thought, and we came to very ſharp words, I followed'with threats; In 
theend 1 demanded of him 2 3p che 21 ſhould 

anſwered : that 


be decided by the Sword, in ſome place out of the City? He 75 
he could not then meet me, becauſe he wis very early to go out of Town 
according to his promiſe to ſome of his Companions, with whom he was to 
travell into Flawders: The next day I ſought All over R for him, but could 
not find him, and ſince 1 never law him, and do not know what is become of 
him. > L 

Ohow — was my grief of heart to have loſt my money, with which I in- 
tended to have appareld my ſelf, being about to leave off my mourning habit! 
to write unto my Mother for fore would be more hurtfull than profit able, for 
ſhe would not be per ſwaded but that | had loſt it at play, and would have ſent 
me nothing but Reproofs.” I received a Letter from her wherein ſhe repreſen · 
ted that I was poorer than I thought my ſelf to be, and that my Father had 
left many debts to pay; She accuſed me alſo of negligence; that I had not look- 
ed out ſome plate for my ſelf as i promiſed her at my departure. I was conitrai- 
ned therefore to wear an old gray Sute hien I had, & a Cloak of colour d rey, 
which had a lonꝑ time lain by me. I was o ill accommodated, that there was 
none of any judgement but would have taken ine for the Son's? the brave Cap. 
tain ot the port. Nevertheleſſe I did goe abroad more often than before, ſuch a 
deſire had 1 at that time — how all things were governed inthe Ci- 
ty,which was a thought that never troubled me when I was in the College. 

On the day before St. Aerrivs , I did repair to the Palace, where I was ne- 
ver but thrice before to buy Gloves. Being upon the ſtairs Law a young man 
of my age coming down, of whom I had knowledge when { was in the 
College, he was in a red Gown, 1 remembred t hat he hal #good voice, and 
1 believed that he-was one of the Choriſters of the Chapel qi and he piſſing by, 
I bad no more thought of him in that Relation. rn 

1% Cc2 Howſo- 
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How ſuever, if the throng of the had not removed me from him, I would 
have lured 8 Nic that was given him in the College, and 
drought thoſe galleries unto bis mind with which he was ordinarily upraided 
concerning bis Backer, who was one of che baſeſt Uſurers & Extortioners in the 
world. Some dayes aſterwards I had again the curioſity to retury4to that abomi- 
nable place, and walking along che Gallery of the Merc ers, 1 did ſee again this 
Sot in a gown faced with Velvet, & a SattinCaſſock, he was ſpeaking to a hand- 
ſorag young Girl that did ſell perfumes, and making as though he whiſpered 
in her ear, he did kiſſe her check, and plaid with her Breſts. I was reſolved 
then ty underſtand what was the worth of my Companion, but ſeeing bow he 
was imployed, I did at that time excuſe him, and paſſing forward, | reſolved to 
come more early the next, day; And finding him not in that place, I walked 
from one Hde to another, and reſolved to wander up and down in the ſevera ll 
turniggs, where immediately I happened on ſome Chambers very obſcure, and 
ill built, here 1 ſaw an infinite number of Scribes, ſome whereof ſearched the 
Rollis, others were writing, and from time to time did tell great ſums of money, 
which did infinitely poſſelſe mes I waz amazed to obſerve wich what ipecd 
they counted it ; at the laſt I beheld my young Gallant to come out o the next 
Chamber, in the ſame equipage in which he was the day before He was fol- 
lowed by a diſconſolate Damoiſel who held a Paper in ber hand, and by an 
old Man of a good Countenance ia a long Robe, who did (peak unto fhim bare- 
headed, and with great Reſpect, although the Damoiſel did nor ſo much as 
turn her head aſide to look upon him, but did (ing to her felt ſame part of a me- 
lancholly Dicty, which began thus, Alas w l ba/tex the tome where I 


tend, | | 
But becauſe he did go with great haſt, and I could not follow him, I adviſed 


with my ſelf to call bim by chat K which the Scholars gave him, conceiving 
that 1 who had ſuch famil iarity with him, might ſpeak more freely to him than 
thoſe who followed bim. You, you, 7 acerer, ſaid I, whither do you run wich 
ſo much haſt? whetapon one of the tellers of the money taking notice to whom 
I ſpake, did come qut of his place, and ſtriking me with bis fiſt, Impudent (ſaid 
be) Iwill make you quiet enough; if I Knew ( Diminutive Clerk) to what 
Proctor you do deiong, I wonld cauſe you to be ſoundly puniſted: If there 
were not many about him, who ſeemed to be all of them againſt me, I had un- 
| doubredly revenged my ſelf ; but all that I could then doe, was to anſwer his 
words, and to tell him in my pa ſſion, that I was no P rocturs Clerk, but a Gen- 
tleman. This made that wretched fellow to laugh with an open mouth, and 
ſay unto thoſe who were about him, Obſerve but what @ countenance of a 
Gentleman he hath, wich his elbows out, and his Cloak that laughs at us, and 
all the world, in ſhewing its teeth. How | you infamous Wretch (ſaid I) Dao 
you reckon of Nobility but only by the habit ꝰ I had ſaid more unto him, but 
that an honeſt young Man who carried a good quantity of Velvet under his 
arm, taking me by the hand did conduct me through the next Gallery, and ſaid 
unto me, Have a care what you ſpeak, you ought to reipect the place where you 
are, and the perſons to whom you ſpeak, He is one of the Regiſters, whom you 
have abuſed. W hat is a Regiſter? (1aid I) one who like a Griffon is alwaies ſera- 
ping together with his Talons, he with his Talons ſcrapes every day Silver 
enough,w hich is laid forth upon the Table for him. Ne made anſwer to me, you 


are too ſcandalous. You have alſo, l know not by what Name, miſcalled one of 


the Counſellors within. W hat? i hat young Man (faid I) who paſſed by d I 
would fain have ſpoken with him; for the laſt time that I was in the College, 
where] received my education with him, he did ſteal from me my pens,my pen- 
knife, and my Note Book. I have certain proof of it, and | have a deſire to re- 
prove him for it. He who did (peak to me, and was a Sollicitor, did advertiſe 
me to have a care of my (elf, in regard of the quality of the perſon. I made an- 

| | ſwer 
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(wer to him, What, do you ſay he ia Counſellor ? Undoabtedly be hach mort 
wer to him, —_ 


folly in his h . The Sollieitor reptyed, the Court wonlid not 
have coofer — eas did not find him o receive it. 
I made anſutꝭ, So it is yobſerved, that he who is advanced to 
the greateſt honours in the Vniverſicy. is commonly the. greateſt Aﬀezand eve- 


ry new office that he hath, doth ſerve bot o much che more to declare chis im- 
er tections. Be not ſo vain, faid the Solticiter. I am not vain at all, fald I; 
For by my birth I am one of the moſt noble in france, and be is but the Son of a 
baſe Merchant. His Place and Office doe ennoble him, Haid the Solkicitor: 
And bow did be come by that place ? ſaid I. By his good Purie;taid the Solli- 
citor. I made anſwer, And even the baſeſt Abject in the world havefuch 
a quality, and cauſe himſelf to: he as much reipeRted, as long us he Hark-mony 
to command. O good God l ſaid I, hat a tame is this? Where ſhall Virtue 
be now acknowledged ? Having {poke thoſe words, I did forſake the Solficitor, 
and did go into a great Hall full of a world of people, who trotted up and down 
on this fide, and on that, bke peat e boyling in a pot. For my'ſelfjif i had been 
carried into ſuch a place hen I was aſleep, 1 ſhould verilydetieve when I wa- 
ked, That I was in Hell. One cried out, others domineet d, ſome did run, ſome 
with great violence did carry others to ꝓriſon. On no fide could be ſeen the 
leaſt ſhadow of content. | | | 
Having obſerved theſe ſad examples of the brutiſnneſſe of men; { return'd 
to my own Lodging, but ſo full of Indipgnationthat I cannot expreſſe it. After 
Dinner, being at my Window, I deteryed myyoung Coxcomb the Counſellor; 
paſſiag through the Street, hut in what Equipage think yow? in the | 
of a Siguior. I was never more aſtoniſhed. He had 4 Cloak of rhrees 
Velvet of a Carnation colour, bis Breeches were of Velvet-of the (ſame co- 
lour, and his Doublet of White Sattin, his thigh was armed wich 4 Sword of 
Miramont, and be was mounted on a barbed Steed, and ſallowed by three tuſty 
Lacke ys. I enquired of my Hoſt, ifat Pari Men of the long Robe were allo 
Men of the Sword. He made am wer to me, that young Gentlemen, as was 
that Countellor whom I beheld, did not take upon them the formality of the 
Gown, but only for a quality to gain them the more reſpet; & to procure them 
Wives with greater Dowries, and that their age leading them to the civilities 
of the Court, when they are once out of it, they are permitted to take 
the ſword and the habit of « Cavalier. | 

Perceiving in what miſerie I'was, I did wiſh I had been of the proſeſſion to 

which my Father did perſwade me, but I conceived it would be a diſhonor ro 
be in the company of ſuch vile people. At that time I did feel to the quick, the 
prickipg thorns. of my mi · fortune; for being cloathed with ſuch poor habi 
there was not any one who did eſteem me, and in this forlorn condition, I dur 
not wear a Sword; for inſtcad of ſerving to be a witneſſe of my * — en- 
traction, it wouid make me toe taken by the moſt ſotiſh people of all the Ci- 
ties in the Earth, for a laie Vagabond. In the mean time, every day Iuffer'd 
a thouſand Indignities, | dare not fay patient l y, for I dare aſſure if Power 
bad * to my Will, Lhad chroughly puniſhed thoſe lugt fellows that 
offended me. 

One morning l entred into the Court of the Louvre, ing it had been a 
place of Reipe wbere i ſhould receive pleaſure from the Variety of ſeyerall 
Objects, and not be baffled, as 1 had been at other places. © As 1 did 
that pompous Edifice, looking ſometimes on one ſide, and ſometimes on the 
other, a Page, who obſerved by my action that I was not accu tomed to come 
thither, ſuppoſing me to be a ſimple Novice, did take my hat by the Brim, and 

ave it ſuch a twirl, that it turned eight times quite round my head; 1 bad 
wed him effectually who it was he had abuſed, but that behind him I obſer- 
ved ten or twelve Lackeys, who ſeemed to de there preſent to defend bim. 
Ccz I 
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Icold bim tha he did-mowr | — re . hif P At 
that he and his Companions opened dbheir mouth AfeDget called me 
Citizen, for it isa word of derifion which that Nennell both ive to 14 
whom abey eſteem to be ſimple Fellowes, in which number Gprehen- 
ded all thoſe who — follow the Coutts 4 is a 95 hae 
thoſe (people who are ſo deſpicable und fo a that it is — | to en- 
prefle them, ſhouid abuſe a Name which hath been and is in ſo any Cities ſo 
pa red. Nevertheleſſe underſtandimꝶ the malice of theit miſtake 
| took the beldnefle co intreat them to look more earneſtly: on him to whom 
they did addreſſe their words, aſſuring them they would find' 1 am not the 
Man whom they did take me to bel And turning from them to be gone, they 
followed me wielrabſurd laugliter, and impertinent language; and Gundel 
of me bat I was; II was not a Civizen. I made anſwer, I am that whic 
you will never be, and which it is impoſſible that you can deſire to be, becauſe 
vou ha ve neither the courage nor the apprehenſion to be as I am. To ſpeak ih 
that manner to thoſe ignorants was to ſpeak Greek unto them, and l did repent 
my ſelf chat I took ach Brutiſh things into my conſideration, at whom I 61 git 
not to be angry alchrough they ſhould. have ſpurn d me with their feet becauſe 
they, are Creatures depriued of Reaſon';-and have not the ſence when they are 
chaſtiſed to underſtand, that it is becauſe they ſnould return no more unto 
their fol lies. 0) 16-296 | path 
This conſideration — — I retreated from them; but this 
cutſed crew taking offence which I ſpake , did tun aſter me to 
rorment me. The page maki ens if he would ſtrike bis ſtaff upon 
the ground, did bit me ſo uiolently upon the Feet; that at every blow I leaped 
up as if L were cutting ſo many Capers,” The Lackeys alſo being prepoſſeſſed 
i my depottment did aſſanlt me all at once, and there 
was one of them wks aſfirmed chuethey muſt toſſe me in a Blanket.” Being 
eflively-pravoked at that word; F ſuſfered my ſelf to be trunſpbrted rb the 
ſt motions of choler j andi retiring a little from chem I did ſwear like a Wag- 
goner et quite through : and covered with Durt; Come forth and you dare 


| gow „and giving m but a Sword, Do you falſ upon me all at once” You 
all 


ſee if I fear you or not, ynu vile puddle; you have no valor at all „but 


eee e er as. Man whohath no Armes to defend hiq̃ſelf. 


If you have not the deſire to gratifie me. in letting me dy valiantly in my own 
defenge. doe one of you kill me, for I ſhall no ſonger live but to my grief, and 
on the other ſide I have mis · fortunes enough, which do euuſe me to deſite 


d Deatb. ; | 


- ” * 


Their blind and ſtupid Rage was inflamed by theſe words, when 4 great 
lump of fleſh covered with ble Sattin and gold lace did approach unto them. 
I know not on my faith whether it were a man or not, but I diſcovered the 
form of a Body, as for his Soul it was all brutifh.. He warn Baron, (as after- 

wards I underſtood ) and was the Maſter of the littie Page hat did proſetute 
me; He ſaid to the three buffles — — with-chei cir oo — 5 Telt 
me you Wa Is not my Page a gallant Boy ma t che pleaſant he 
— he py of Witan 8 — The Page hearing the praiſe which is 
| Nabe ere him, did determine wich himfeFf to make that Virtue yet more 
manifeſt for which he did eſteem him, and came umb me to give me à tweak 
onthe Noſe, but I thruſt him back ſo violent ly t hat I thougfit I had thrown 
hint on his back. The Baron who carryed an eye over him Was angry, and 


| twirliog his Muſtachioes with one hand, and threatning me wich the other, he 


aid unto me, You Sirrah look to your ſelf, if you abuſe my Page, I ſhall ſte 
you as long as Ican ſtand over you. I hearing tim ſpeak to me, as to cis 
wretched and ſordid Varlets, from whoſe condition I was as far removed as 
Heaven from Earth, did reſolve with my ſelf to ſhew him the error ot tis 
| J Judge- 
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Judgement, and addreſſi ng my ſelf unto his ignorant and moſt ſenſeleſſe Ho- 
nour , I ſhewed unto him that I was not offended at what he ſaid, for it had 
no reference at all to me. There are none of quality who by your words will 
apprehend the little eſtimation you make of chem, For my felt, being in a con- 
dition more advanced than is theirs, and peradyenture as eminent as your own, 
1 find my ſelf no ways concerned. In this caſe the poor habit which covers me; 
and which hath cauſed you to entertain a bad opinion of me, might hold it ſelf 
injured, ler that therefore decide the controverſie by its ſelf, I will have no 
artin it. | | 

: Theſe words being pronounced ( which without vanity give me leave to ſay 
were delivered with an extaordinary grace) they were heard by a Gentleman 
who walked near unto us, and perceived that ſuch Rea ſons tould not proceed 
from a vulgar Spirit, although the Baron the greateſt Aſſe in the Court had 
not the apprehenſion to conceive what the leaſt of my words did mean.” The 
Gentleman therefore by little and little conjecturing that I had good paren- 
tage and education, did take pitty of me, and to draw me from the fufy of 
thoſe mercileſſe Barbarians , did adviſe me not to goe forth at that Gate, 
which I entred. I followed his Counſel, condemaing à thouſand times the 
Nobility of this age „who are followed by ſuch unworthy Creatures, whoſe 
petulant rudeneſſe is ſo connived at by them, that it doth excite them to com- 
mit out rages againſt all manner of Perſons, | 

But, alas, it was not by theſe people alone that I was ſo undervalued, and fo 
ungently intreated , I was in the ſame-mannerabuſed by thoſe who male pro- 
feſſion even of Honour and of Modeſty. In whatſoever place I was there was 
no Citizen would permit I ſhonld have ſo eminent a regard as himſelf, In the 
ſtreets they would ſometimes thruſt me from the wall with their Elbows; to 
have me goe onthe other ſide, and would call me Begger, if I reſtified my 
reſentment by any ſharp language to them. Nay whic more ( obſerve but 
the extreme unhappineſſe of poverty, which is aiways believed to be the Com- 
panion of Vice ) a man one time having loſt his purſe in the Crowd, it was 
ſuſpe cted that I had pick'd it, if by ſome words and action: I had not immedi- 
ately cauſed every one of them to entertain a better opinion of me. 1 1 

You will tell me that I cannot fall into theſe inconveniences, but ofify-4- 
mong ſome vain Worldlings, who paſle their judgements according to he 
leaſt apparences; but underſtand, that even thoſe wh had renouneed the 
pomp and vanity of the world, did by a ſtrange unhappineſſe entertain the ſume 
opinion of me. A Frier, not knowing who they were, did fufferten'or tyalve 
diſſolute perſons with pluſh Cloaks on their backs ro enter into the Chal 
and alſo did not refuſe admiſſion to their Grooms, bur as for my ſelf who 
would have followed them, he immediately did ſhur rhe door upon (met T 
cryed out at the Grate, My Father, let me ſpeak one word unto 'you ; Whew 
he came nearer to me I thus proceeded, Tam not come'hirher to admonifthyou, 
neither am 1 in a capacity ſo to do; nevertheleſſe I aſſume the boldneſſt᷑ to 
ſpeak unto you what I know, which is, that — — be ti mage 
of the celeſtial houſe of our great God, and that you ought to 1 - 
ro take the beſt place, as it is in that happy mamſton. Galen  faid' Fafnd imi- 
ling did proceed, I ſee when I old come into your Chapel, che better in 
that place to entertain my Devotion, I muſt buy me a CloakTined with'pluſh; 
or take one up at the Brokers. The Frier was aſflamed, ant” betauſe Ne made 
haſt to leave me he heard not my laſt words, vhereupon 4 the faſt I tand 
my voice higher , which redounded more unto: his Hamer many Who! 
were round about me did perfectly hear, and I found bythat ſmiles that they 
did approve my words, and mocked at him-who ſo +#'odWetret*the rüles of 
his Order in not cheriſhing ihe poor. The Frier neverthebeſſe had 4 
Sin which he could not expiate but by a ſevete Repenta nee. Lg — | 

onſt- 
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Conlider yet a — than the former, Thoſe who even knew 
of what Famlly I was deſcended, did not intreat me more reſpectfully. The 
little Vouths the Children of Citizens, who I knew in the College, and had the 
there at my own Law, meeting me in the ſtreets, would look upon me as if they 
never ſaw me before; and although in a great humility I did ſalute t hem, to re- 
new my antient acquaintance, they would only put their band unto their Hat, 
and the proud reſalutation did come with an ill will from them, ſo preſumptu- 
ous they were to ſee themſelves covered with Silk, and to have their Grooms 
better cloathed than my ſelf. 1 did go to viſit ſome of them, who ſeemed to be 
the moſt courteous, and with whom I had been moſt familiar; To ſpeak the 
truth, they entert ained me well in their Lodgings, being conſtrained to it by 
the Rules of Courteſie, but they would none of them take the pains to lee me 
themſelves, to recompence my viſit with their own, conce: ving that they ſhould 
debaſe themſelves too much to vifit a man ſo ill appointed as my ſelf, and that 
it would be a diſhonour to them, if I were ſeen in their Company. | 

If by chance I did meet with any who diſcourſed on ſome ſubject where I had 
the meanes to make the fruits of my ſtudies more apparent, I therein was ſtill 
infortunate, for I durſt not open my mouth knowing that the ill opin on which 
already was conceived of me, would cauſe all which I ſhould ſpeak to be miſ- 
priſed, and when I began any diſcourſe, I was not liſtaed unto, and one or other 
would conſtantly interrupt me. 

In the mean time my habit every day did grow worſe and wotſe,and I found 
ſo often ſuch new Rents, that I knew not which way to redrefſe them. I had 
laid forth all my ſtock to pay my Penſion to my Landlord, I bad owed it him a 
long time, and the remainder was not enough to buy Stuff to piece my Doub- 
let and my Breeches, I made faſt my skirts that were unſowed with pins, and 
my Buttons being for the moſt part fallen off, I made uſe of ſome broken points 
to perform their office. The reſt I covered with my cloak in the beſt manner 
that I could, to the end that the other defects about me might not be perceived. 
At the laſt I was enforced to wear again my mourning Doublet, becauſe ic was 


better than my grey one. 


] was infinitely ſenſible of the affronts which I received in that condition, 
and to avoid them, I was inforced to ſtay within doors all the Winter, although 
it were a. grievous puniſhment unto me; for after ome weeks, I had ſeen a 
young and a moſt beautifull Wonder at her Fathers Door in that Street that 
joyneth to St. James, and her attractions with ſuch advantage had triumphed 
over my liberty, that I did nothing elſe but ſigh after her. But what ſhould 3 
doe to have come out of my bondage? Love is a mortal Enemy to Poverty. 1 
durſt not ſhew my ſelf to Diana, ( tor that was the Name of the Queen of my 
heart ) I muſt be accommodated in another faſhion, tor ſhe had received ſome 
Impreſſions in relation to me, which were not favourable. In my Solitude 1 
—— other imployment, but to think of her, and that was the Cauſe that my 
paſſion did inflame ir ſelf the more; I was ſuch a fool, that I took tome plea- 
ſure to paſſe every Evening by her door, although it was to me the moſt unpro- 
ficableſt trouble in the world. . 

In that time I could have joyned in the ſame Trade with ſome deboiſt Scho- 
lars of the City, by whom I found it was an eaſie thing in a ſhort time to ſupply 
my ſelf with new-habiliments, for every night they did nothing elſe bur ſteal 
Cloaks in a ſtreet in the Suburbs where were ſome ſcattered houſes, but I could 
never candeſcend to make my Spirit to ſtoop to ſuch an infamous action; I 

therefore entertained the Acquaintance of certain Philoſophers, who promiſed 
me Mountains of (Gold, by a way lawſull and honourable ; nevertheleſſe at the 
laſt I abandoned their converſation, becauſe | found they were bur ſellers of 
ſmoak, who were unwilling to communicate themſelves unto me, becauſe having 
nothing to loſe, their trompery would be of no uſe in my behalf. In the be- 
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ginning 1 was at leaſt as ſubtile as themſelves, and making them believe that 
I had a round Sum of money coming out of the Country, with which 1 would 
aſſiſt chem in buying that which was neceſſary for the perfecting of their great 
work , I did invite them to teach me many of the Secrers of their Natural Ma- 
gick, which in ſeveral occaſions I have ſince made uſe of: And this was ſome 
profic that I received in frequenting their Company, | * 
Afterwards I addicted my ſelf to another ſtudy, which was Poetry, in our 
Tongue, with which I was ſo much taken, that I ſhall for ever be inchanted 
with it; my ordinary imployment was to make verſes on the hatred which I 
did bear to the iniquity of the times, and on my love to gentle V5anz ; But, 
Good God, what works were they in compariſon of thoſe which I am now a- 
ble to perform! All 1 did was after the mode of the College, and there appea- 
red in it neither neatneſſe nor judgement ; I might ſafely ſwear that at that 
time I had never read a good piece in verſe, and the Authors from whom ! 
might learn any thing were unknown unto me, as well by my own negligence, 
as my Regents, ſo that all which I could doe, was to admire what was ſung by 
the old Poets of Greece, in whoſe works we do find ſo many remarkable faults, 
becauſe that all proceeded trom their invention, and they had nothing to lay 
before them as a Pattern, and one thing at the ſame time cannot be invented 
and made perfect. n 3 

Take not ice in no place better than in this, that the Muſes are pleaſed to 
dwell with Poverty, you ſhall ſeldom fee a rich man to delight in making ver- 
ſes, And the great poſſeſſions of the Goods of Fortune, are the cauſe that 
men delude themſelves, and neglect to poſſeſſe the endouments of the mind; 
Nevertheleſſe, for Poeſie there is nothing more pleaſing to the Spirit, or more 
uſefull for Men, in putting a great diſtinction betwixt our ſelves, and Beaſts. 

It was in that time, alas, that I beheld my ſelf fruſtrated of all Hopes which 
I had a long time nouriſhed in my Soul. I traced my advenzures over and o- 


ver, to ſeeif | could there meer with any that might parallel with thoſe great 


gerſanages whoſe Hiſtory I had read, and I imagined that undo y1 


ould find an iſſue equal unto theirs, truſting in my courage and the inclina- 


tion which 1 had to follow whatſoever was virtuous: Oh how blind I was as 
not to lee the infinite obſtacles which did oppoſe my good fortune, although 
1 had a valour more admirable than any of the antient Knights. If I had not 
laid down on Paper the tranſportations of my choler , I had inevitably fallen 
into the moſt violent Deſpair of the world. Was it not wonderfull , and did 
it not cure me againſt the rules of Nature? After I had deſcribed my evill, I 
did find ir no more ſo violent upon me, although I perceived the effects there- 
ot moſ} lively repreſented. Will any Man of Realon now deny that Apollo 
was eſteemed the God of Phyſick, as well for the remedy which his verſes do 
ive unto the deſperate wounds of the Soul , as for what his herbs do give to 
the diſeaſes of the Body, which he cauſeth to grow when he taketh upon him 
the quality of the Sun to make the earth fruicfull ? 
So much had Francion ſpoke, when his courteous Hoſt locking his hand in 
his, did ſay unto him, It is enough for this time, I perceiveit groweth late, 
I am afraid you aſflict your ſelf with too much ſpeaking, and with thoſe words 
he cauſed him to ceaſe ; but before he would take his leave of him he did en- 
terta in him yet a little longer, and ſaid unto him, that truly he had been inju- 
rious to himſelf, by indeavouring to hinder himſelf from the further know- 
ledge of his Pedantick adventurrs; but Sir, ſaid he, I believe you endured tor- 
ment enough for the loſſe of your Silver, if I remember it aright you told me 
that his name was Raymond who took it from you, would you make him ſuf- 
fer for it, if you could find him out ? I profeſfe unto you ( ſaid Francien ) that 
as often as Iremember the miſeries which he made me to endure , my rage 


doth kindle as red againſt him as ever, — his fact was extremely odious, ang 
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the more, becauſe he was deſcended of an honourable Family, and of the richeſt 
in France. The Signior of the Caſtle having a Cuſtom with him not uſual, of 
which few can find out the Cauſe, did ſay unto him, That it was poſſible that 
this æaymend had taken his money in a wanton humor, and not for neceſſity, in- 
tending to conceal himſelf from his Parents, and to lead a deboyſt lite in F/an= 
ders, and therefore if Francies would look after him, he would endeavour to in- 
form him if he were in Bur gundy, or not, that ſo he might call him to a ſttict ac- 
compt for it; but Francio» made anſwer, That it would be the moſt ridicu- 
jous thing in the world, if he ſhould witneſſe that he carried about him the Re- 
membrance of fuch antient offences; his Hoſt nevertheleſſe promiſed him that 
he would inquire, If in Burgundy, or thereabouts, there were any Gentleman, 
who is, or hath been known by the Name of Ray--0xd, thit he might under- 
ſtand at leaft what was become of him who robbed him. Speaking thoſe words, 
he did bid him Good Night, and did intreat him to diſpoſe himſelf to give 
bim on the next Morning an Account of the reſidue of his life. After that he 
did betake himſelf to his Reft, having received great ſatisfaction to hear ſuch a 
variety of ſubjects where Inſtructions were contained for ſeveral ſorts of peo- 
ple; for though that all the world is not a Pedant, yet the Actions of the Pe- 
dant Horte»ſi are not particular to himſelf. Francios alſo did lively repreſent 
the ſottiſnneſſe of thoſe People, who do eſteem of none but of thoſe only who 
are richly habited, and eſpecially the Impertinence of the Courtiers, who gene- 
rally do diſeſteem of Citizens, although oftentimes they are better Men than 
themſelves. We may ſee alſo the errors of Youth ill trained up, and removed 
from the obſervation of their Parents: And whereſoever we caſt our eyes, we 
may obſerve the generoſity of the ſpirit of Francion, which never did abandon 
him. He whom he entertained with his brave adventures, had in his bed the lei- 
ſure to think of it, and did receive from thence an abſolute Contentment. And 
we may take no leffe our ſelves, if we will be induſtrious eo make uſe of it: In 
purſute whereof, in the next Book we ſhall obſerve the Vanity of Poets, and of 
the Authors of the preſent Time, lively repreſented. The Extravagances 
which Love cauſeth in Youth, ſhall alſo have their place in it, and in all that, as 
in the Acts of a good Comedy, we may fee bow Pleaſure and Inſtruction goe 
hand in hand together. 
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Hen the Sun had reſtored again the Day „The Signior of the 
o Caſtle being already attired, failed not to ſee if Francion had ta- 
ken good reſt that night, to the end he might know if he were 
able to finiſh the rehearſal of his ſeveral Fortunes. Being wil» 
lng to improve their time, their ſalutations were the ſhorter. 
; Francion, although he found the pain of his head to be much 
aſſwaped , yet he determined to keep his Bed for that day, the better to re- 
collect his ſtrength, and, having no deſire to riſe, he continued the courſe of 
his Hiſtory as I ſhall repreſent unto you. v7 

Sir, We left off yeſterday at the pleaſure which I did rake in Poetrje'y It is 
requiſire, that returning to that Subject, I ſhould form you, that they did 
put into my hands certain works which were terſe & elaborate enough, accor- 
ding to which I faſhioned chote Poems which afterwards I compoſed;twas told 
of a Book newly come forth, the Author whereof was very famous, which 1 
determined wich my ſelf to buy,to learn by that how I gught to write according 
to the Times, tor ingenuoully 1 do confeſſe, I did not underſtand what I had to 
do. Having learn d that the Stationer who ſold that Book did live in Saint 
Tawes his Street, I repaired thither, and my curioſity being declared, he took 
the pains to ſhew me anintinite number of French Books , the names ofwhich 
I had never heard of before; I had not money enough to purchaſe ſo much 
Merchandize, wherefore bargain'd only for that Book which at firſt I had a 
defire to buy, having borrowed money for that purpoſe. Neverthelefſe 1 did 
not forbear to turn over all thoſe books which-were upon the Counter/z when 


bebold there came into the Shop a very young Man with a pale ond lean 


Countenance, ſtaring with his eyes in a very ſtrange poſture, he was apparel- 
led in ſuch a wretched habit that I had no fear at all that he ſhould: taugh at 
mine, ſo that before him 1 did ſpeak very freely to the Stationer, withour ca- 
ring who did hear me. Lell me ( ſaid I) if there be any ont in this age 'who 
hath the reputation of a good Poet, I have always believed that there are none 
who excell therein, becauſe they do addict themſelves) hut to the cadlence of 
the words, and unto meer riming only. In what an error are you ? ( ſaid the 


Bookſeller unto me ) Have I not ſhewed you ſome admirable pieces compoſed 


by Authors now living? but it may be that you do not eſteem the new: manner 
of theſe Writers, and do like of nothing but what is antient, and ſolid; I now 
not (ſaid I) if they write better now than heretofore , and cannot —— 
Dd 2 


—— — — — — ——— — — 


— — 


1 


— — EI es ey 
— — 


The Comical Hiſtory " 5 


I make Verſes, whether they be of the new faſhion or of the old. The young 
Man turning his head unto me, and ſhewing the greateſt part of his teeth in an 
undecent laughter, I underſtand then (Sir) ſaid he, that you make Verſes. I 
made anſwer, I add words unto words on the ſubjects which preſent themſelves 
unto my Fant'sy , but they are ſo ill ordered, that Iknow not whether I may 
call the Work a piece of Poetry, or no. He replyed, That 1 did ſpeak that out 
of the humility of my modeſty, and intreated me to ſhew him ſome of my Com- 
poſures. I made anſwer, That I durſt not give him a ſight of any of thoſe pie- 
ces, which peradventure were not according to the Rules which I oughe to fol- 
low, and of which I had not the leaſt knowledge. Well, Sir, ſaid he, I will 
tell you as a Friend hat I think of them, and poſſibly you may be glad that 
you have had conference with me; for there are not above three in Pars who 
can boaſt they have more judgement in Verſe than my felt. Thoſe words could 
not perſwade me to comply with his deſires; whereupon he departed , having 
taken two or three Books with him under his Cloak, and gave no money to the 
Stationer for them: I asked him how he could thrive, it be parted with his books 
in that manner? I do lend him them (ſaid he) and am conſtrained fo to doe to 
a number of ſuch Writers as himſelf, who meet every day in my ſhop to com- 
municate and compare their Poems with one another, and here they have ſuch 
great aſſemblies, that thgre is not in all France again any place, which more juſt- 
ly deſerves to bear the name of Parnaſſus. What profit ( ſaid I) do you receive 
by their Conferences? The Merchant laughing, did reply, The loſſe of my 
Books which they borrow, and never return again. I made aniwer, If I were 
as you, I would drive away ſuch Cuſtomers, . 1 care not much, ( ſaid he) for 
there is alwayes one or other amongſt them that is giving me ſome Copy to 
print, by which means my ſhop is made famous. 

After this Diſcourſe, I informed my ſelf of all the Poets of the Time, whoſe 
Names I learned, and found moreover that he who made the Work which I 
came to buy, was in good earneſt the moſt renowned of them all. The Stationer 
then being willing to;oblige me, did promiſe me, that if I would give him one 
of my Poems, he would ſhew it to them, (without naming the Author) to know 
what faults they could find in them. The deſire I had to do well, to the ap- 
probation of the whole wor ld, did cauſe me to accept his Profer, and on the 
next Morning I brought him that piece, which of all that ever I did write, did 
pleaſe me beſt. It was ſnewed to the whole Aſſembly of Poets, who found as 
many faults in it as there were words. The Stationer did me t he pleaſure to give 
me an account of them; I ſeriouſly conſidered of it, and finding they had good 
reaſon for what they had done, I reſolved with my ſelf to tall no more into ſuch 
groſſe miſtakes. 

To ipeak the truth, their Rules did tend only to make Poetry more ſweet , 
more flowing, and more fill'd with judgement. Who is he that would refuſe to 
ſee her in this Perfection ? It will be objected, That great is the travell and the 
ditficulty to compoſe. Verſes after their Lawes, but if they ſhould not be obſer- 
ved, every one would be tampering in that Art, which thereby would ſuffer in 
its excellence. | 

Some time afterwards I had a perfect knowledge of theſe things, for I yas of- 
ten in the ſhop of this Book · ſeller, here i came acquainted with all che Poets. 
After that my Cloak had rubb'd on theirs, I knew immediatly after what maner 
I ought to compoſe my Verſes. They never reproved me for above two or 
three faults, and in correcting them, I abſta ined from thoſe which were more 
grofle, I would not too much oblige my ſelf unto them, although the little 
which they ſaid unto me was not enough to inform the judgement of a Learner. 
I muſt bere acquaint you what a Generation of people they are; There were 
ſome of them who had been Pedants in the College; Others came I know not 
from whence, being cloathed like Uſhers ; and not long atterwards they 
found 
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found che means to be habited like Gentlemen, but immediatly they returned 

to their firſt ragged condition, whether their Garments. were borrowed ; of 

whether they had ſold them to provide for their daily bread ; Some of them 

did never riſe higher, nor fall Jowet, but did keep at a ſtay, and made no prea- 

ter a ſhow on one day than on another; Others lived on what was given them 

for their Copies, and others did expend the little wealth they had, in expecta- 

rion to meet with ſome Signior who might cake him into his ſervice, or procure 

him a Penſion from the King. There was not one of them who was the Maſter of 
a great and of a clear Fant'sy; Their Inventions were all but Imitations, or were 
fo weak that they needed a Supporter. They had nothing in them beſides the 
ſmoothneſſe of Language, neither was any one of them abſolute in that, for it 
the moſt experienced amongſt them did eſchew one error, he did chop into an 
other. Many of them did nothing elſe but tranſlate Books, and when they 
compoſed any thing of themſelves, they would commit ridiculous abſurdities. It 
is remarkable, that moſt of them became Poets by infection, having altogether 

haunted the Companies of thoſe men who did exerciſe themſelves in that facul- 
ty; for there is no Diſeaſe that is more catching, than is that of Poetry. I could 
not but lament rheſe miſerable Creatures, they did write upon the imagination 
and confidence of their own abilities, and delightfully did deceive themſelves; 

Nevertheleſſe there are many Books of their writing which at this day are moſt 
highly eſteemed, but I will tell you, It is for want of better. We muſt look on 
that which is preſented to our eys, and for my ſelf, I have ſomtimes been infor - 

ced to read them, fioding nothing elſe to divert me. There are two or three 
Romances which are counted good pieces, and are highly eſteemed, but 
= me 2 my life, if I cannot ſhow in every one of them faults worthy of 

e Laſh. 

It is true, that although I uſed all my indeavours to be elaborate, yet ſome 
of theſe common Scriblers were oftentimes more eſteemed than my ſelf; but 
theſe Men, to cry up their Reputation, did make uſe of ſome ſubtilties to which 
I ſcotned to debaſe my ſelf. As they are a long time in performing what they 
are about, ſo they have the leiſure to ſpread abroad the Report thereof, and ro 
cauſe their Works to be deſired, by the praiſes which are given to them, with- 
out the leaſt ſight of them, and aſterwards bringing them forth into the light, 
they render themſelves agreeable to ſome great Per ſonage, who cries them up 
at the Court. Moreover, they have for the moſt part ſome Poeraſter at their 
Devotion, to maintain that they have the Empire over all the wits in the world, 
& that they are confident they are not deceived in it, for there ar ſome at Court 
who ſeem to make it their buſineſſe to imploy all the Authors of the Time. 
Their Names are read inevery Book, and without them their Works would 
never be printed, for otherwiſe they would bankrupt the Stationer who under- 
takes to print t hem; ſo that by this they doe like the Wren, who to mount 
unto the clouds doth hide himſelſ under the wings of the Eagle. Nay, which is 
more, our Authors are ſo vain, thatthey —2 do make Prefaces, and let- 
ters of Commendation, in which ſo exceſſively they do praiſe themſelves, that, 
beyond thoſe praiſes, we know not what to give unto a Deity, and this they 
cauſe to be printed under the Names of ſome of their Friends, who although 
be be eloquent enough, can never ſufficiently declare his merits. If they deſire 
any to make Commendatory Verſes on their Works, they may well aniwer 
them, What need is there that I ſhould rake the pains to praiſe you, you praiſe 
your ſelf a hundred times better than I know how to do? There is no greater 
Pretumprion in the world, than what is praiſed amongſt theſe e, and I 
my ſelf have been informed, that one amongſt them aſpiring to be the Tyrant, 
and deſiring that all the reſt ſhould pay Homage to him, did ſay, There are a- 
broad ſome poor rebellious Spirits who are not yet come in to doe their Reve- 
rence, but thoſe are but petty 3 Palatines who will not —— 
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their Emperour, I ſhalt make them to ſubmit whether they will or no; When 
this was related co me, I was in the full aſſembly of theſe miſerable Scriblers, 
where 1 had a mock for every one of them, and moreover ſaid unto them, He 
amongſt you may eſteem himſelf to be the King of Wits who hath an ambition 
thereunto, but let him know that it is I who am the great Cham, the Preſter 
Tok, the Sultan, the Sophy, and the great Mogull of all the wits not only of 
Europe, but of all the world to boot. | 

This pleaſant vaunt did make them all to langh , nevertheleſſe they had fo 

baſe a Spirit, that they ceated not to reſpect him who ſtill would domincer o- 
ver them and all the world. We were then in the Stationers Shop in Saint 
Iames his Street, where they began to make a great myſtery to write a poor 
Letter, for 1 muſt tell you, that being not able to exerciſe their wits on any o- 
ther Subject, they contrived to make Epiſtles, propounding to themſelves to 
become glorious by that means, and they ſo much ſuſpected their own inven- 
tion, or elſe did need the invention of others, that they cauſed the moſt par- 
ticular things to be printed which paſſed between their friends and themſelves, 
inſomuch that | did ſpeak unto them in an upbraiding mirth , that I would ad- 
viſe one oſ them to travell into /-aly, another into Germany, and the third into 
Turky, that they might find matter enougb to tranſcribe great volumes of 
Letters for the Preſſe; And as I obſerved in one of their Books, that the be- 
ginning and the end of every Epiſtle was full of long repetitions, I ſaid uato the 
Bookſeller, to render things more true, and not to omit any thing, the Author 
ſhould have put down the directions to every particular ſtreet , and the names 
of the ſtreets, and the ſignes of every houſe , and whatſoever was to be paid 
for the carriage of the Letters, becauſe he had made a collection of ſeveral 
ſmall ſums, and having thus put them all into one, be might have payed him- 
ſelf both for the price of his Book, and tor the portage ot the Letters altoge- 
ther. This invention ſeemed very gainfull unto him, and I profeſſe unto you, 
that he was not unwilling to put it in practice. But to return to my Story; you 
muſt underſtand that as his Shop was the place where all the Letters were read 
of theſe new Epiſtlers , who believed they had pick'd open the lock of the 
treaſury of well ſpeaking ; all thoſe who were preſent were tranſported to ſee 
this new Packet of which I have ſpoken. 

In the end, after divers conventions of theſe Scriblers, thoſe Letters, nay 
rather thoſe wonders were read , which were the moſt extravagant and the 
moſt impertinent ones that were ever heard. He who did read them did pro- 
nounce the words after the tone of a Comedy, and he ſeemed to act as he did 
ſpeak- The Auditors ſtood round about him, who one after another did 
ſtretch forth their necks like ſo many Cranes, and at every clauſe with an a- 
mazement, and an inward tranſportation, they rouled their eyes in their 
heads like a Bell-weather when he 1s angerd. The moſt apparent of them at eve- 
ry period in a tone of admiration did cry out Acute and h xcellent, and im- 
mediatly the next unto him did repeat the ſame words, and ſo they did all one 
after another until they came to my turn, who as well for mockery as for com- 
placence was conſtrained to do the like, ſo that nothing almoſt was to be 
heard but the repetition of theſe words Acute and Excellent. I conceixed to 
my ſelf that | was at the Eccho of Charente, which repeateth ſeven times that 
which is ſpaken. | | 

After that there was a Poet who recited his verſes, and I took much ,plea- 
ſure to behold his countenance, for at the end of every Stanza he conſtantly 
turned his eyes to his audience to obſerve by their countenance what was their 
Judgement on his verſes; And obſerve this (which peradventure is more than 
ever you marked before) All Poets do the ſame when they read to any their 
own works. After this,they had great diſputations amongſt themſelves for very 
trivial things, omitting allogether thoſe which were of importance, Their 
con- 
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contentions were, if we ought to ſpeak, It were better, or, It had been better, or 
which was beſt to ſay, i Men, or, Men of krowledge ; Or if, in verſe, 
band ought to rime in cloſe with wend , or Realm with ſcam ; And thoſe in 
the mean time who maintained that they were but ſo many faults, did com- 
mit «more groſſe ones themſelves , for they made periſhable to rime with 
fable, and (ew with virtue. All their opinions were taken from the Tenents 
of ſome old Dotard , whom they followed altogether, and eſpecially they 
pleaſed themſelves in diſcourſing of ſome barbarous forms of ſpeech which were 
very common with them. Atrerwards they came to ſpeak ot ſome antient 
words, which to them ſeemed to be very good, and to be of great uſe in our 
language, but they durſt not make uſe of them rhemſelves;, becauſe that he a- 
mongſt them who was their ( eripbæus had expreily forbid them. Sometimes 
they would diſcourſe of things very commendable, which they would refer to 
their Maſter /gnwames whole approbation they did take to be their Watranr; 
both in this & on any other fant*sy which was to be authorized. Ar the laſt there 
was one amonꝑſt them more hardy than the reſt, who affirmed that we onght 
to take a particular account of alſ the old words which were made new, and of 
the new ones which were invented, and make uſe of them accordingly as they 
ſhould be found expedient, & chat alſo we ſhould cut off from the Orthography 
all the Letters that were ſuperfluous, and in certain places put in others more 
convenient, of which there may uſe be made in the pronanciation; fot he ſaid, 
It is certain that Men did ſpeak before they did write, and by conlequence did 
form their writing according to their words, and invented Letters which be- 
ing joyned — had the ſound of words, I am therefore of opinion that we 
ought to do ſo, and not to inſert any Letters chat are unprofitable, For to 
what end do we do it>'You will tell me it is becauſe that moſt of our words are 
derived from the Latin, I ſhall anſwer, that it is one of the reaſons that may 
induce us not to follow it. We ought to ſhew the richneſſe and native beauty 
of our own language, and thatir hath nothing of a ſtranger in it. If one 
ſhould make you a pair of Gloves with ſix Fingers, you could nor wear them 
without trouble, and beſides it would ſeem ridiculous to you, and to all chat 
do behold them; for Nature mult either make you a new Finger to your Hand, 
Or the Glover muſt take away his ſupernumerary Finger. Obſerve therefore, 
that if in our pronunciations we do that which is moſt natural, becauſe it is 
not ſo eaſie to pronounce the words according to the Letters, and the Let- 
ters themſelves are unproficable, it is therefore found expedienc to cut them 
off. In any other Tongue you ſhall not find the ſame exuberance of Letters, 
but if there were, evill examples are not ſo much to be followed, as is Rea · 
ſon. Conſider that the Latin Tongue it ſelf (from whence to ſpeak the 
truth the greateſt part of ours is derived / hath not one Letter but what is uſe» 
full. 

By the Death of Deſtiny ( ſaid I ) this is # good Speech indeed, and ten- 
deth to the eaſe and advantage of the publick; I allow your reaſons and com- 
mend them, but where are the Inſtructions that ſhall dire& us to follow them, 
or where is he amongſt the People that will approve them. It were better by 
farr to cut off ill cuſtomes which are ſuperfluous in our manners, and not 
dream at all to cut off Letrers which are poor and innocent, and do no man 
any hurt. As for the new words which you ſpeak of, we ſhall no ſooner in- 
troduce them, but the People and ſuch as they are obſerving their novelty , 
and that they are extraordinary, will laugh at us for them; But for the old 
words, I give my voice, that you ſhall be made choice of on the part of the 
French Authors, and that a new Chamber be erected , to repreſent to others 
the uſefulneſſe of your opinions, and to perſwade the King chat he ought to 
cauſe it to be put in practice by all his Subjects. 

After I had ſpoken thele words, and adminiſtred to every one a Subject - 

Laugh- 
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Laughter, one who was the moſt gallant Man of them all, did conclude, that all 
which had been ſpoken did not any thing conduce to the preſervation of our 
Bodies, and taking us from our Books, he did bring us to the glaſſes and pots 
in one of the beſt Taverns of Paris, where he entertained us to the laſt penny of 
all his ſtock. To ſpeak the truth, there is not a generation of Men ieſſe covetous 
than Poets, ſo great a deſire they bave to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
where it is as difficult for a Rich Man to enter, as it is for a Cable to paſſe 
through the eye of a Needle; They therefore ſwallow their wealth all at once, 
like a pill, to make haſt thither with the greater eaſe. You ought not to en- 
quire how deep we did drink, nor what were the Jeſts that did paſſe amongſt 
us, But becauſe I did ſwear once or twice, By the Death ot Deſtiny, as I did be- 
fore in St. Iames his Street, they demanded of me, wherefore | was ſo bold, 
for they ſaid, I did but mock them with it, who could rot compoſe one Stanza 
wherein they made not mention of Fate or Deſtiny, the better to accommodate 
their Verſe. By the Head of Fate, (ſaid I) you are great Ignorants, and do not 
underſtand your own Profeſſion. Belly of the three Siſters ] Do you not ob- 
ſerve that 1 ſwear like a Poet. You-your ſelves, who do no more belicve in 
God than Diagoras, or Y.aninixs, do yet ſwear by him at every word, as if you 
were ſuch Devout Chriſtians that you would alwayes have his Name in yonr 
mouths, Obſerve that I did ſpeak this unto them, becauſe the greateſt part of 
them were Libertines; but their free and gallant humor (and which in this per- 
ticular is no doubt to be commended) did not take the leaſt offence at my re- 
proaches; Certainly they have in them many better things than are to be found 
in the Vulgar, and more eſpecially in this, that they did not the leſſe eſteem me 
to ſee me fo ill accommo dated. But to ballance this, they had Vices again as 
inſupportable. They were the moſt fantaſtical and inconſtant people in the 
world. Nothing is more frail than their Friendſhip ; for leſſe than nothing 
they will melt away, like the Ice of one night. Nothing again is ſo uncertain 
as their judgement, it changed at every turn of Diſcouric , and on Occaſions 
moſt unreaſonable. Their Communication would be often ſo extravagant, as if 
they had been hardly indued with natural ſenſe. When I recited my Verſes to 
them, they would tell me to my face they were the beſt in the world, but I being 
gone, they would ſpeak ill of them to the firſt Man they met with, and in the 
fame manner they would ſerve one another, ſo that by their own means the 
Reputation of every one of them miſcarried. Moreover, they did all addict 
themſelves to write with too much affectation, and fant'ſied nothing more. 
Walking in the ſtreets, they alwayes muttered to themſelves between their 
teeth, and had ſome Song or other by the end. All their Entertainments were 
only on that Subject. Being to deſcribe the Heroick Actions of ſome great per- 
ſonages, they would not inflame their own Spirits with the leaſt Generoſity, 
and not ſo much as one Action that was commendable would digꝑnify their own 
perſons. Beſides, they were the moſt preſumptuous people in the world, as I 
already have affirmed. Every one of thein did believe he did better than all 
the reſt, and would be moſt impatient if they did not follow his opinion. 1 
perceived by that, how much reaſon the Vulgar had to miſprize them, and of- 
tentimes I ſaid within my ſelf,that they made profeſſion of a great Art, of which 
they were unworthy, and on which they did pull che hatred of the people by 
their ill praiſing it. They became afterwards ſo odious to me, that I endea- 
r to avoyd them with as much diligence as a Pilot doth the Quick- 
ands 
{ had only the deſire to preſerve the acquaintance of one named 11»/74s: us, 
who was he who firſt of all did meet me in the Book-lellers ſhop, becauſe I con- 
ceived I might truly ſay that he was of a good diſpoſition, and me- thought he 
ad ſomething in his Extravagance which rendered his Company agreeable 
to mine, who nevertheleſſe would not frequent it, but to raiſe delight by it. 
Having 
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Having met him in the ſtreet, he acquainted me where his lodging was, and 1 
promiſed to give him a Viſit, He would never tell me before where he lay, 
and without all doubt the Cauſe was, becauſe he layin a Garret, and had no 
Bed but the cold Floor, nor Pillow but a Stone, for which he was beholding to 
a Maſon. His Equipage was ſo miſerable, and ſo extreamly poor, that I took 
compaſſion on him. It was an Axiom not to be diſputed,t hat when he did wear 
a Sword, he did on that day wear no Garters, for his Garters were his Scarf, in 
which he carried his Sword. There was but one Moneth in the year in which 
he lived not in extreme poverty, and then it was, hen to gain him ſome ſuſte- 
nance he fold fiſh-hooks, if he had mony to buy them. I remember in that time 
that one of his Acquaintance who would be ſure to have him to run himſelf out 
of breath, did bring vnto him the Practice of the Chanters at the Newbridge, & 
withall told him, 1 hat if he would make Songs for them, be ſhoyld be ſure to 
be well payed, and no Man ſhould know any thing of it. A2/*fidorws ſeeing 
the profit co be ſure enough, did not refuſe the profer, but received a piece of 
ſix Souſe in Earneſt of one of the Wives of the Muſicians, and ſate up all that 
Night to make his Verſes, and in the Morning very early did give them to her. 
Immediatly a Tune was let unco them, and they were lung at che Bridge Foot, 
but no body would buy them. Thoſe who fold Hooks uit underſtand nothi 
of them, they were not according to their ſtile, inſomuch that the Woman di 
bring them back again, and demanded her mony : But he refuſing todehver it, 
you may imagine with how many, and with how loud Injuries he was aſſaulted. 
She told him, ſhe would be even with him, and that he ſhould hear further from 
her, and did rail againſt him, calling him all to naught,alleging that nos would 
buy bis Songs, they were full of Conjuration and of the Names of Devils, 
And ſhe had reaſon fo to do, for neither ſhe, nor the Courtiers ofthe #422» 
Horſ« could underſtand bis Madrigals, nor what he meant by Zaccha the 
thigh-born Infant, or by the three Fatal 8 pinſters. Nevertheleſſe Aa dern 
did go on muttering to himſelf. n 


Apollo with his Viell in his hand, __ 
On his hig h Hill with forked Thunder cleaves, m_—y 
Did play unto the Buygeſſes of Heaven, lf x 
And where the Thelpian waves themſelves advance, | 
Before the Gods he did a Pavin dance. 


The reſt of his Verſe was incomparable, and I would. fain call it to mind; 
to give you a greater contentment. Nevettheleſſe 1 muſt inlarge my Accounc 
upon his Poverty. It was reported, that he was conſtrained to ſeek out ſome 
old pieces of rotten Timber to warm him, and having dought an old logge, he 
was in the way home wards overtaken by two Men of bis own acquaintance , 
to whom he ſaid , That he had met with ſome diſſolute perſons who would 
have beaten him, and was therefore inforced to buy that piece of Wood to 
make his party good againſt them; And baving covered it with his 
Cloak, he paſſed through the Street, and incountring with three Lackeys 
that aſſaulted him, he ſaid, I believe cheſe unbappy boyes. have a deſire to 
break my Lute ; whereupon it was told me, that they did beat him in 
earneſt, and that his cloak falling off his ſhoulders, they difc the 
burden which he carried, and made uſe of it to beat him the more ſoundly 
wit h it. & . _ 10 1 7 

When I met him ( calling to mind. bis former „ and the 
manifold affronts , which by reaſon of his — bad received } 
I was amazed to ſee him, for he was become quite another man 
than heretofore hee had been. I could not imagine what ſecret hee 
had uſed to change the Phyogmony of his Fortune. Hee was —— 

. ve 
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brave in his apparel, and I began much to enyy his good Fortune: I believed 
that he had found out the Philoſophers Stone, and that by his means 1 might 
become rich, if I would but court him with my fervice, inſomuch that one 
morning 1 aroſe before the Sun, only to wait upon him, and not to fail to give 
him a ſalutation before he was gone forth. I found him in bed, for you are 
to underſtand that the greateſt part of theſe Gentlemen do ſeldom rite until ic 
be eleven of the Clock, and that moſt of their verſes are compoled when they 
are in bed. When was in his Chamber, and demanded pardon for my early 
viſit, he teſtified unto me, that I did him much honour , and opened all the 
Caſements to let in the day light, whereby he might receive the better advan- 
tage to dreſſe himſelf. I obſerved then, that inſtead of a Night Cap he had win- 
ded the Linings of bis Breec hes about his head, and that all the moveables of 
his Chamber ere reduced to a little ſtool of three Feet, and to a Coffer of 
Wood which ſerved for a Table, Cupbord , and Stool: The Teck of his Bed 
was of Stuff, but ſo old and uſed, that it was impoſſible to diſcern of what co- 
lour it had been, and was gnawed by more Rats and Mice than were in that 
grear fight deſcribed by Homer. All this cauſed me to judge that the rich- 
es of Afrſiderns were not ſo great as I conceived, and that the little which 
he had he had put upon his back to make the fairer outſide. 

As I was on that thought he took me off from my meditation, by an extra- 
vagant ery which he made in calling out unto bis Servant, Ho Calcarer , I am 
about to riſe, Bring me my Silk ſtockings of the Correction and amplification 
of the lnamout d Nymph, Give me my Breeches of great Ohmpus, and my 
Doublet of the Marygold, I doubt not but my Cloak of the Lawrels of Tri- 
umpY will come after them in good time. Theſe appellations did ſo amaze 
me that I could not find out the explication, For neither the Nymphs, nor the 
Heaven, nor the plants, were either Doublet or Breeches, nor yet Stuft to make 
them. My w conceit was that he had ſome Faſhion, or Colour,or Stuff, which 
were new and unknown, and ſo called by him ; Afterwards having called for 
his Garters of Celaden, and his Roſes of Parchevice, I was fo curious that 1 
demanded of him the fignification of thoſe words, when he, making a faint 
ſmile which did not paffe fo far as his Muſta chioes, did reply unto me, Why 


Sir, Do not you underſtand what I ſpeak > Know then, that my honeſt 1abour 


doth oftentimes proture me ſome ſmall tum of Silver, which I do imploy to 

cloath my ſelf, and the better to know and enjoy my habilimencs, I do call 
them by the names of the Books which I have written, and ſometimes of the 
Silver which I have payed for them. If you pleaſe to take the pains to travel to 

the Palace, you ſhall hear thoie Books cryed which have named, and for 
which, not long ſince, I have been payed. I hey are at this preſent the entertain- 
ments of the moſt beautifull part of che world, and there is no wayting Gentle- 
woman ſo low or fo high in underſtanding, who deſireth not to read them to 
learn to complement by them. But what? Do yon not think well that the Book- 
ſellers ſhould give us ſome recompence for our labour; Are not we fo well hot - 
tomed as the Advocats who will be payed for what they write? Under ſtand, that 
if ever. there was any feſtraint of ſhame in that conſideration, it is now all taken 
away, ſiace a Marquis hath diſcoverd the way unto. us, and _ the money 
was — to the Grooms of his Chamber. as a recompence of the Courteſie, yet 
it tuined to the profit of the Maſter ; it did exempt him from paying for that 
time any more wages to his Servants. As for that Author which you know, who 
ĩmagineth that he ſleepeth in the Arms of Eloquence, and that his works are 
Chil who will provide for their own marriage, Do you believe although he 
is 2 rich man that he gave away his Book for nothing, No, no,, he fold it at a 
good rate, and I could name unto you many others who have done the like: For 
my ſelf Lam of that number, and do believe that I ſhall merit praiſe by it, for if 
my Books were worth nothing there is not any one would buy them. 


+ Tcould anſwer nothing to choſe words, and began ſeriouſly to conſider with 


my 
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my ſelf the miſery of that Scholar, who only made Books to procure 
him a livelyhood. ' Ithen began to ſwear that we ought not to wonder at- all, 
that Books for the'moſt part were worth ſo little, for making chem as big as 
they can, according to the ſum of money they deſire to have, they chop in 
many things which are unworthy to be printed , and moreover they do write 
wich ſo much baſt that they commit an infinite number of faults for want of 
conſideration. | 
His lictle Lackey having at the laſt brought him his Cloathes , he did riſe, 
when behold at the fame time a Poet one of his Friends did enter into the 
Chamber, to whom he ſaid that he would ſhew him a Copy of verſes which he 
had made the day before, On thoſe words he pulled out of his Pocket a Pa 
which was as greaſie as the Leaves of an old Maſſe Book, but reading the 
Stanza he aiduato us, Gentlemen, I beſeech you excuſe me, for 1 muſt do 
that which neither Kings nor Emperours can do by their Ambaſſadours. I uſe 
unto you no Ceremony at all, you know the honeſt liberty which is now in fa- 
ſhion at the Court. And, on thoſe words having left us, he was about one 
quarter of an hour at the Privy, where, his Spirits wandring amongſt the flow- 
ers of his poetry, he had quite forgot us. But returning at laſt he ſaid unto 
us, Gentlemen, Let us goe on with my verſes; and ſpeaking thoſe words he 
preſented us with a naſty Paper eaten round about , and in the middle of it a 
ſoft and a thich ſpot of yellow, which did ſo ſurprize us that we knew not whe» 
ther to laugh, or to be angry. But he having recovered his Spirits which his i- 
magination had preoccupyed , did acknowledge that it was only a waſt and a 
foul paper which he had brought unto us inſtead of his Verſes , and ſaid unto 
uz, Gentlemen, Excuſe my overſights, you are both of my proſeſſion, you 
know that the ſtrength of our imagination doth ſometimes ſo violently poſſeſſe 
us, that we know not what we doe our ſelves. I have brought hither another 
Paper than that which I did promiſe, I will go look ut that in which my ver- 
ſes were written. 5 
Speaking thoſe words he returned from hence he came, but he found nor 
the Paper which he looked for, for by a miſtake he had wiped his Poſteriors 
with it. In the mean time I could not but laugh exceffively;; and his friend 
being diſcontented at it, did ſay unto me. What ayl you Sir ꝰ we have ſeen no- 
ching extraordinary. It is not long fince (I remember) that A did 
commit the like merry miſtake, He came from the Privy with the defiled Pa- 


t in his hand, and in the multiplicity of other thoughts, — it co be 
bis Handkerchief he did wipe his beard with it. He is very ſubject to ſuch 
tranſportat ions of Spirit, and oftentimes takes one thing for another: Bei 
one his at the Table of a Grand Signior , thinking to ſpit on the ground; a 
to put a piece of meat that was commended to him on his Trencher, he did 
ſpic on his Trencher, and did ler the meat fall, to the ground. A the 
Poet did ſpeak theſe words Maſiderus returned and not finding the Pa- 
per, was conſtrained to repeat bis verſes by heart. After that, we diſ- 
put ed of a Mask that was to be danced at the Court, on which ſubject be 
told us that he bad undertaken to write ſomerhing, although he was not yet 
pay ed for it. I conceived with my ſelf it was ver requiſite that I ſhould at- 
tempt to write ſomething on that Subject the better to be acquainted with the 
faſhions of the Court, and without making ſemblance of any thing, Lenqui- 
red who was the Lady that was to repreſent the Queen, determining to make 
ſome Verſes for her. "8 // d 

Some dayes afterwards having compoſed them, it was my Fortune to en- 
counter with a Gentleman that had a part in the charge of the Maak, who 
noe r my Defign. I cauſed then certain Copies which I had com · 
poſed to 
come, I repayred to the Louvre with my Verſes under my Arm, having at 
elirce hundred Copies of them well printed, and ſet forth in the beſt manner 


Ee2 that 
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e printed , and the day in vhich the Mask was to be danced; being 
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tut poſſibly L con, fo that I was at a great charge in the performance; but 
the horiour which I hoped to receive for the c ag of io brave a Work, 
dad cauſe me to make no reckoning of my coſt or labour. ,,You are to under- 
ſtand; that I was ſo glorious in my own conceit, that I ſeemed to be a perſon 
very neteflary to the State, and that to ſerve the King, as I did in the 
Mas, was to ſerve him in a buſineſſe of the r impor nce. 1 acquzin- 
ted all whom I knew of it, and ſome whom I did not know, but more eſpecial- 
by an Advocate of my Country, who being turned out of his place of a Lieute- 
nut im the Blection of a City, for ſome folly which he had committed, was 
Row come to dwell in Pari, hoping that a Proctor of the Court who was his 
Kiffman; would get ſome practiſe for him. He had ſo great a deſire to ſee this 
Bteve Mask, of which 1 had told him ſo: many wonders, that he was reſolved 
Fkeweoukd venture hard, but he would find admiſſion to it. He believed that he 
might enter as eaſily as into tho Showes at the Fair of St. Germans, which he 
ha@Teen not long before for a Souſe. Moreover he determined to take with 
Hith his Wife and Children, with their Nurſe, becauſe that courteſy is common 
amongſt the Nobilicy towards Ladies; he alſo remembred, that when the 
Comedians played in the City from whence he came, he always entred for no- 
thing, nay, and had a place kept for him. He therefore did put on his beſt 
Celler, and his Holiday Cloak, and I know not how, he forgot his Robe of 
che Court, to render him more venerable , and gain him better reſpet. As for 
bis Wife, ſhe was cloathed in her Nuptial habit, which was not much worn, 
for ſhe did put ir on but four times in a year, and that was at ſome extraordina- 
ry meeting, to ſhew her ſelf in all het pomp. I was much amazed when I be- 
Held tem, as I was waiting with many others at the little Gate which through 
the long Galleries doth lead to Bu b Hall. The Advocate marched in mag- 
hiGrene array, with a Senatorical countenance» His Caſſock was of Damas 
and, if I hear the trucks, ic had been ſometimes the Curtains of an old bed, and 
had been dyed from Red into Black. The pieces which were ſowed together 
with Symmetry were ſo large, that there were but three from his girdle to 
un dear, two vn one ſide, and one on the ather. His Cloak was lined, at leaſt 
to upparende, with Pluſh unſnorn; yet the Detractors did affirm, It was only 
a Preface that made a little ſnew in the fore · part of it, but in the body of it there 
wes no lining at all; but howſoever it was, I know well enough that it was 
the ſame Cloak which ſerved him in all ſeaſons, and that in Summer he cau- 
ſed all the Pluſn to be ripped out, but what was on the Cape, and cauſed it to be 
is again when the leaves began to tall from the Trees, having learned that 
from Monſieur Alaric in the abridgement of his long Studies. As for 
Madimoifell his Wife, ſhe had a Jump on of yellow Sattin, greaſie all over, and 
a Perticoat of another colour, but all before ic in the ſame Condition as was the 
Jump, and a Collar ſo well mounted, that IKO not to what better to com- 
pare ter, than to St-Geerge his Virgin in our Churches, or to thoſe Puppies 
-whirh are wriggliny their tails at the doors of our Chambermaids, Her Nurſe 
i more odly: attired in a Coyf that bad two flapps, like two ears, falling 
don on her ſhouidera, ſhe carried a child in her arms, and had another a lit- 
the bigger that walked by her, and have often laugh d to my ſelf, when ſince 
Ihaw ſeen in Contemplation the ſtrange Garbs, and poſtures of this Family, 
und me-chinks at this preſent I have them in my eye, but eſpecially the Advocat, 
-who in preat ſtate ſtalked before them, and at every other ſtep almoſt would 
turn to his Wife, and ſaid unto her, Sweer-hearr, 1 ake faſt hold by my 
Cledk, and Nurſe; Be you ſure that you doe not loſe the ſight of us, and 
above all things have a care that when we are entring in the Child doth not 


This was ſpoken with ſo gracefull an Action, that all the Courtiers who 
were preſent took notice of the ſimplicity of the perſon, and being willing to 
Ow make 
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make ſome ſport, they did withdraw themſelves a little, to give Him leave to 
make his approaches to the Gate. It is true, that divers who were pre ſent did 
conceive him to be the Advocate of ſome Grand Signior ; fbr o iſe he 
would have never had that Aſſurance as to have preſumed to have entred. He 
arived juſt as Geyopole, who was then Captain of the Guard, did open the Game 
to let ſome of the Dancers in. The Advocate did put forwardezand approach- 
ing to him; did ſpeak this ſtudied Speech, Sir; Having undevſtevd by the Re- 
nown of high ſounding 2 that at this day there is a greut Feaſt wibin, 
full of all maskfull Recreations, Curioſity, which ordinarity doth ſpur all no- 
ble hearts, hath brought me hither, to behold theſe gallant ſports ot the King 
and the Queens ; May it pleaſe you therefore to introduce me to them wirh m 
little Family, who will alwayes inculea te it in our memories, as the benefit of 
your affabilitx. 177 2 6 3t EY 
You muſt imagine, that he did ſpeak theſe words with a demure counte. 
nance, and with che ſame accent, as if he had made an Oration before che Re» 
Ror of an Univerſity, and you may judge withall what contentmene this did 
give to Geropole , who was one of the moſt conceited Men of all the Court, 
And as he was full alwayes of witty replies, ſo on this occaſion he did not 
forget himſelf. — then, that you do fee him without a Hat, and 4 Sat- 
tin Cap on his head, a Bunch of Keys in one hand, and every one as bigg as 
the Keepers key of the Common Jayl; In his other hand a handkerchief , wich 
which he is alwayes wiping the ſweat from his face. Ia this Poſtare be was, 
and having a little reſted himſelf, he took his ſtaff which was cloſe by him, and 
fetching breath at every word, he faid unto the Advocate, By my troth bir, 
You will hardly believe how weary Iam with bearing Men away, I have done 
nothing elſe all this day, and I admire how you cart have che Conlttence rs put 
me to this trouble again; bur I ſee I muſt recollect my ſtrength, and I fear unto 
you, if = X but ſtay one half quarter of an hour longer, I wilf beat you 
our belly full. 14 8 we 
! Geropole did ſpeak theſe words ſo pleaſantly, that all cthoſewho were pre- 
ſent did begin to laugh, and ſeeing the ſmall account he made of the Advoente, 
there came a throng much like unto the waves of the Sex en the Sex is an- 
gry, and carried the Advocate a great way off with all his Family. He in vain 
complained of the great diſcoutteſy that was offered to hm; I was hurried up 
and down amongſt the reſt, and took no care to approach to his aſſiſtance, 
being unwilling ro screen berwixt him and the abuſe; and afraid that the Cour- 
tiers ſeeing me to be of his acquaintance, would make a mock of me; I concet- 
ved that he having received that affront, the Pages and the Lackeys would have 
recourſe unto him, and play npon him by turns, which accordingly ys 
& thruſting him trom one fide to another, at the laſt he fell down in the dirt; 
it was told me, that the Pluſh of his Cloak was as dirty as the hairs of a Water- 
Spaniel who had been 15 days ſeeking his Mafter. As for the Miſtreſſe and the 
Nurſe, they ſaved themſelves with their Children; for in thoſe dayes Barba« 
toulneſſe and Cruelty were not ſo great at Court, as to injure Women and f- 
tle Children, and there was not any who had a deſtre to meddle with them; 
for they were ſo foul, that there were none in all che Preſſe who would 
deal in fuch vile merchandiſe. But howſotver ir was, neither the 
Husband nor the Wife had ever afterwards à deſire to fee-a Mast at the 
Court. er | 
But how came it about that they could let this poor Lawyer flone with his 
Damask Caſſock, without affronting him with all manner of firrher Per ſecu- 
tions, ſeeing all thoſe whom the Pages did incounter (who were in the habit of 
Citizens) did ſuffer a thouſand Indignities ? I knew one Gentleman my felf 
very well qualified, who being in mourning apparel, and therefore not known, 
was taken for a Citizen, and handled rudely enough before che 3 
Ee z | wou 
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would let bim go For my ſelf I chruſt my ſelf forward amon the reſt, and ſo 


prevailed that Icame up cloſe to Geropole, to whom having ed the ver ſes 
for the Mask, he without any difficulty gave me admittance, In the ſame man- 
ner many others were admittted who were acquainted with the Dancers, ſome 
carrying in their hands one property for the Mask, and ſome another, and it 
was not troubleſome unto them to perform the office of a Groom, becauſe 
upon that account the Door freely was opened to them. | 
When I was entred with this Company, my troubles ended not, I was to 
paſſe through ſo many Gates, and to traverſe ſo many Chambers, that I 
thought I never ſhould have done. I found a great difficulty in all, and that 
my paſſeport in my hand was very neceſſary for me. The Throng beſides 
was ſo great that it denyed me entrance as well as the Guard. At the laſt I 
came into the long Gallery of Burbon which butts forth upon the River where 
of neceſſity I muſt ſtay. X 

Many Courtiers were there who deſired to know what I had in my hand, 
and beholding the papers made up in length as if it were Linnen, they were 
ſome of — ignorant as to demand of me, Is the King going to Supper ? 
Are not thoſe Napkins which you carry? I made anſwer, I hey are Verſes for 
the Mask, whereupon one of them who ſeemed to underſtand me, drew more 
near, and ſaid, They are Grants of Pardons, and ever as I walked up and down 
ſeeking ſome place to repoſe my ſelf, One or other of them thinking to ſpeak 
wiſely would cry out Papers, papers; There is one who carrieth Papers. Thoſe 
words were accompanied with a contempt, which made me underſtand, that 
whatſoever things theſe Beaſts did ſee, were they never ſo well done, they took 
them all for Libells, and that Sciences were ſuch a horror to them, that they 
were fick at heart when they ſaw but a Paper, from whence they, would take a 
Subject for their mockeries.But howſoever it was, my papers ſerved me in good 
ſtead, for there being nothing in the room but bare walls, I ſate upon them, 
and ſaw many great Signiors, who being quite weary of walking up and down, 
were conſtrained at ul like ſo many Apes to ſit on their Tails. 

After I had been there a little time, the door was opened, at which I was to 
goe to B»ybon hall, The throng was ſo great to enter in there, that I thought 
we had been all put into a Preſſe to have our quinteſſence extracted. Never- 
the leſſe we came all at laſt ſafe and ſound into the Hall where the Mach was to 
be danced, where I found all the places taken up, and knew not on which ſide 
to turn me; I endeavoured to make room for all the world, but no body for 
me. One did toſſe me on the one ſide, and another on the other, ſo that] be- 
lieved my Body was made a Baloon, I was ſo bandyed up and down amongſt 
them. One of the Guard who was my friend did deliver me from that perſe- 
cution, and ſetting me onthe Scaffold where the Muſicians for the Mask were 
to play, he told me that I ſhould have a piace there whether they wonld or no, 
until ſuch time as the Mask began. Being there I looked for no other ſeat but 
my papers that were my faithtull Companions, and no ſooner had ] fate down 
upon them, but the Muſicians came. They had all of them their Leſſons 
pricked in looſe papers, and having no desk on which to place them, they be- 
lieved that I was ſet there on purpoſe to ſerve them. One of them took a Pin 
from his Ruff, another from his ſleeye, and pinned their papers on my cloak, 
and I had ſome of them faſtned tomy back, and ſome under my Arms; One ot 
them did faſten his paper to my Hatband, but that had been nothing, were 
not another of them ſo impudent as to goe about to pin alſo ſome of them u 
my Breſt. I told him, I could not indure the indignity, and that it would be 
very prejudicial to me, but he gave me good words, and repreſented to me, 
that in that place we muſt be helpfull co one another, I was ſo afraid that they 
would force me thence, or beat me, that I was brought to that point as to tell 


them, that they might faſten their papers where they would. One of them 
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therefore did put his paper to my mouth to have me hold it there, and I 
cloſe my teeth and my lips to retain what was given me, like a Spaniel t. 
ſetcheth and carryeth w atſoever is thrown him. The Muſicians round abo 
me were tuning of their Inſtruments, when Gerepele perceiving me, did rememe 
ber that I was one of the Poets of the Mask ; and called me to deliver my very 
ſes as well as the others. Ah Monſieur, ſaid 1, How woyld you bave me 10 
come unto you? Do you not ſee haw I am hung round with Mul 

ning my mouth to: ſpeak thoſe words the Paper tell down, which made Gerge 
pole laugh, and to continue his mirth he ſaid unto me, Come away, and make 
all the haſt you can, The Queen doth ſtay for you, ſhe would ſee the verſes 
which you have made for her. When heard thoſe words, I was ſo gy 
ro be gone, that without conſidering I had more Verſes faſtned on me, than 
on the Corner ofa wall, I began lightly to come down the Scaffold; you 
might have then beheld all the Muſicians to take faſt hold of me, ſome with 
their bands, and ſome with the Bowes of their Viols to have their Muſick as 
gain. Torepreſent unto you their ſeveral poſtures, imagine that you ſaw 
thoſe who in the laſt years Almanack would take the Moon, ſome of thi 
with Ladders, which they could make either long or ſhorc , as the vleaſed 
themſelves, others with hooks, and ſome with pincers. At the 4 thoſe 
Diſciples of Bocan did recover all their papers, ſome parts of them being torn, 
and under the conduct of Gerepole I did go to offer my verſes to the Queen, I 
believe that thoſe who were payed for making theirs, did look upon me with a 
very evill eye, but they could not fear that their penſion ſhould be taken from 
them to be given to me, for I was not cloathed well enough to make chem be- 
lie ve there were an good parts in me. | WIA br, 

I will not undertake to deſcribe unto you the inventions of the Mask. I will 
only ſay , that I ſaw there the Repreſentations of choſe wonders which I 17 
ſo much pleaſure to read in the Romances. I ſaw Rocks move, 1 {axe the 
vens,the Sun; and all the Stars to appear in one Hall. and Chariots flying in the 
Air; I heard Muſick as ſweet as that of the h Fields, god ig effect! belle, 
ved that Argaxda again had brought her Inchantments to the world, That 
all the benefit I received for ſitting up ſo many nights in making my verſes, 
in chat way 1 hop2d neither for profit nor honour, Nevert bele e my Books 
run in my head und 1 conceived that if I ſhauld dedicate a Hiſtory which I 
in theÞPtels ro a Noble man, it would conduce to my advancement-Amovgit a 
thoſe of the Court i made choice of one from whom I hoped for much fay 
which purpoſe I ſought the acquaintanc of the Gentleman who did gaverg hi 
I expected all aſſiſtance ſrom him, and counted to him in brief the ſervices I was 
capable to do for Philemon, for ſo was the$ignior called, whom 1 deſired to ſexve. 
I tola him I could play on the Lute, and that I had extraord iqary 1 
moreover could tell the merryeſt Tales in the world „ and 25 would 
Hevactit*s to laugh. He found proofs enough of all what 1 faid , hut 


came à hinderance to me in my advancement to Philemoss ſervice + He Pele: 
ved that if 1 ſhould poſſeſſe his eat, he ſhould be quickly dix eſtegmed 

And indeed qualities ſuch as mine had a juſt cauſe to be ſnipeQed by him. RE, 
was ſo far from aſſiſting me to ſpeak unto his Lord, that one ag : 

I waited at his Gate to preſent my Book unto him, he came to demand. 05 
me, and told me that he would difpoſe Philemon to the — NN 
ſome Gentlemen who were wich him being gone, he would =_ 

to ſalute him my ſelf; I who was without deceit;and eee Tas if 
mulation of the Court, did forthwith give him my Book, and hed ay it into 
Philemons Chamber, where I cannot learn hat he did with it, for 1 nexes 


ſpake with a ny one who at that time was with him. Not . ＋ 
coming forth with a great Retinue, he attended on him, but the laſt of 
told me that he had not the opportunity to commend me to his Maſter 
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day that it was enough that he had received che Preſent of my Book, which 
could not have been better if I had put it into his own: band my elf; Having 
ſpoke thoſe words, he turned his head another way, to ſpeak to ſome one ciſe, 
and minded me no more. On the next Morning | addreſſed my felt again un- 
to him, to importune him to bring me to Philemon, but ro no purpoſe at all. 

He ſeeing me ſtand at the Gate did come unto me, and ſaid, W hat do you ſtay 
here'for, you do but get cold in your Feet? Having heard thoſe words which 
teſtified the ſmall deſire he had that I ſhould ſee Ph'/emon,. as ſoon as he did 
turn his back I did goe away without bidding him Farewell. 

I did not only think he was afraid it would be a diſadvantage to him it I 
ſhould ſerve Philemon, but withall, that he did hinder me from delivering my 
Book unto him, becauſe he had a bad opinion, as well of the Courteſie 

as of the underſtanding of his Maſter, for he gave me a ſubject to believe, that 
the reaſon why he did not preſent me to him, was the fear he had | ſhould 
know he had not the ſpirit to ſpeak three words of courſe to thank me 
for my love, and it was poſlible that he could not read my Book, and did no 
more underitand what was in the Epiſtle, than if it were in the language of the 
Indians; I will not ſay, howſoever, that he was ſo ignorant, for Y lat areſ in 
his Works doth truly affirm, that Detraction is one ot the greateſt Vices. Re- 
turning from him, I bad the Devil take both the Book and the Lord Philemes 
alſo, and did proteſt that I would commit no more ſuch follies, co dedicate 
Books to ſuch ſtupid perſons, who do believe they do much oblige vou, if they 
only but receive them, and will not ſee you, but as ſeldom as poſlib:y they can, 
fearing you will importune them for one favour or another. 

Nevertheleſſe 1 addreſſed my ſelf to a Gentleman of Philemons acquain- 
tance, to whom I complained of my misfortune, I ſatisfied him chat I was not 
ſo mercenary as to deſire any Preſent, but only his countenance, and chat he 
would be pleaſed to procure me a penſion from the King; for although I was 
but young, I had ſome deſigns ſo advantagious to the State, that chey oughr 
to be acknowledged. How ( anſwered he) Are you fo little acquainted wich 
the affairs of the world, that you do expect a penſion? I have expended above 
three hundred thouſand liuyres in the ſervice of the King, and yet receive not 
fo much as one Souſe from him. I could not chooſe but ſmile at thote words, 
for he never had performed any ſervice for his Majeſty, and I could not but 
ſay unto him, Sir, I make no queſtion but you have ſpent above three hundred 
thouſand liuvers, ſince you came firſt to the Court, but whether it were in the 
Kings ſervice or not, is that which remaineth to be proved. Every one knows 
the ſuperfluous expences you have been at. Would you have the King to pay 
for the gorgeous apparel which every meek you change? and muſt he be at the 
expences which your Wenches do put you to? Muſt your Deb:uchments be 
put into the number of the ſervices due to the Crown? You may aflirm it to 
me with the ſame confidence, as a certain Swirzer made his complaint to a 
publick Miniſter of the State; Being come to Pars to enter himſelf in the 
Kings ſervice amongſt others of his Nation, by the temptation of the goodneſs 
of bis nature, he did give a viſit ro the Ladies, amongſt whom he hod not 
converſed but he had got the Pox, for the cure whereof he addreſſed himſe 
to one of the moſt famous Chirurgions in Paris: He demanded of him a round 

ſum of Silver to perform the Cure, inſomuch, that to provide the Sum he cau- 
ſed an Qrdnance'to be drawn up, and carried it to the Secretary of State to 
have it ſigned. I leave unto you to judge how he mocked at him for ic, and dif- 
miſſed him, not without many checks, but he perſiſted in bis Demand, and af- 
firmed, that it was Reaſon the King ſhould pay his Chirurgion, bec» ute he had 
got the Pox in his Service: He deſerved, as he thought, to be as weft recom- 
penced for it, as if he had received ſome remarkable wourds in a bartel, and 
perſwading himſelf that he was dealt with very unjuſtly, he would nor {erve 
| | | che 
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the King any longer. For ought that I can pereeive, you are one of his humor, 
and have no reaſon to be diſcontented at the Ring. T 

] expreſſed this with fach a confidence; and freedom of an ingenuous Spi- 
rir, that he unto whom 1 ſpake durſt not ſeem openly to be offended at it, 
and was inſorced to turn all into a I Mirth. Nevertheleſſe he would 
have me to believe it to be as he ſaĩd, and for my ſelf, 1 d to meddle no 
more with ſuch Barbarians. Obſerving all my hopes loſt, and repreſenting to 
my ſelf wiat a ſhame it was unto meto ſee that ia my Book there was an Epiſtle 
ſo advantagious to Philemon, of which I could get no better an account, and to 
whom I never ſpake, I repaired to the Bookſeller to alter all the firſt leaves . 
My Courage was too great to ſuffer any affront, and were he a Prince that was 
deſcended from the higheſt Bloud, I ſhould beſenfible of che Injury. Never- 
cheleſſe having conſidered of it, Ldid permit that the Book ſhould be ſold as it 
was, perſwading my ſelf, That the people underſtanding the little 
profit 1 had gained, would be the more exalperated againſt Philemon, 
and would withall believe that all che praiſes 1 had given him were but 
mockeries, Wes! 

After that, I determined wich my ſelf to write no more Books, but 
for my ſelf only, without travelling to get any thing but Rheumes by at- 
tending at the Gates of the Courtiers; And Fortune at that time being de- 
ſirous to grati fie me, my Mother did ſend me a conſiderable ſum of money, 
with which | apparelled my ſelf in a faſhion that infinitely pleaſed me. It was 
in the time of Summer, my ſuit was of Dove-coloured Taffata, with an eye of 
blew in it; I did put my ſelf to a lower Penſion, and ſhorter Commons than 
before, and the money which thereby was ſaved, I imployed to line my Cloak 
with another blew Taffata. Yoware by the way to obſerve the goodly Cuitoms 
which Vanity hath introduced; and which the people doe delight to follow. 
A Man who hath a cloak but of ſingle Taffata, is leſſe eſteemed than he who 
hath his cloak lined through with the ſame, and he is not fo highly teputed 
| who hath a Serge cloak lined through with Serge, as he whe doth wear a thin 
cloak but of Silk only. Amonſt Women alſo there is the ſume Vanity of Di- 
ſtinction, eſp*cially amongſt the Wives of Citizens. They who have their 
hair buſhing forth, and do wear a chain of gold banging down upon theit 
breſts, are far more eſtzemed than thoſe who are not ſo artired. | 

When 1 contemplate of the Vanity of Men, I cannot wonder enough how 
their Spirits, which no doubt are capable of the greateſt thinge, ſhould ſo con- 
fine themſelves to the molt abject confiderations in the world. A thouſand idle 
fellows who walked up and down the Streets, did turn back to look upon me, 
and I, who am indued with that gift from Heaven, as to underſtand their 
thoughts, did perceive well enough that ſome or them were puft up with a Pre · 
ſumption , becauſe their cloathes were peradventure beter than mine, 
and others, who were not ſo brave, did envy my happineſſe to fee me 
ſo well attired. | 

At that time there paſſed not a day but I walked conſtantly five or ſix times 
before Dianaes gate, to make her underſtand, by my glances, the extreme af- 
fection which 1 did bear unto her. Bur that was uneffectual, for being full of 
attractions, ſhe had others beſides my ſelf, who courted her, and I believe the 
could not perſwade her ſelf that I was more amorous than the reſt. I reſolved 
therefore to write a Letter to her, to diſcover my affection, 'which I did draw 
up in ſuch modeſt terms, that the graveſt apprehenſions could not be offende@ 
at it. You know in what a ſtrain we do doe proceed on that ſubject. There - 
tore I will ſpeak nothing to you concerning that Love-letrer, but you are to 

underſtand, that I bad made allo a Copy of Verſes, which Thad ſent wich it, I 
remember it was a Sonnet on her fair Paps, which ſince I was amorous of her, 


I obſerved did every day more viſibly than other advance their ſoft Round , 
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and did increaſe by degrees. And becauſe I have it in my Memory, I will repeat 
it to you; not to demonſtrate that I make good Verſe, for I dare aſſure you 
I can recite a far better piece, but only that I will not in ſilence paſs by 

this ptivate particularity. | 


O thoſe fe ſwelling Brefts do 1 

Ev to grow eſpie, 

T wo ſuch Nipples that — make 

The World them for Loves I hrone totaks. 


My Heart doth love that Manſion fair 
Better than Heaven, or Earth, or dir, 
And its flames it multiplies, 

As they more high and round do riſe, ; 1 


Grant you above that 1 may be 


There ſafe poſſeſſed, when 1 ſee 
Them come to full Maturitie. 


"And that no checl or S pies enſue, 
Permit that, Without much adoe, 
1 may beth kiſſe, and feel them too. 


But peradventure it will be objected, theſe Lines are too vain to commend to 
a young Virgin, and of a good Family; I believed that ſhe could not take ex- 
ceptions at them, and becauſe the Letter aſſumed not ſo much liberty, I uſed a 
clean invention to have both delivered into her hands. Underſtanding that 
her Father was gone abroad into the fields, and that ſhe was at home alone 
with a Maid Servant { for her Mother was dead) I ſent a Lackey of my friends 
with ſome papers in his hand to demand if her Father were within or not. It 
being aſſured no, he preſented the papers to her, and intreated her on his re- 
rurn to put them into his hand, ſaying they concerned his Maſter whom her 
Father knew very well, for her Father was his Advocate. The Papers being de- 
livered, he made haſt away, and Diana ſuſpected nothing, for it is the cuſtom 
of Lackeys to be always running: Diana knowing that her Father would not 
ſudenly return had the curioſity to open that paper which was too handſomly 
folded up to be a Bill of Law, and by this means that which I did hope for was 
accompliſhed, and ſhe as ſince I have underſtood ) finding that both the pa- 
pers did addrefle themſelves unto her ſelf, did believe that they came from 
— Lackeys Maſter, who oftentimes had made profeſſion of his Love unto 

ex. 

As ſoon as ſhe did ſee him, ſhe bluſhing ſaid unto him, Sir, you have a Lac- 
key who doth not well perform the offices cominitted to his truſt; I preſume 
that you did give him Papers to be delivered to my Father and my ſelf, choſe 
which were to be preſented unto me I received, but I am afraid that he bath 
committed ſome miſtake in thoſe which were to be communicated to my Fa- 
ther. The young man not knowing what anſwer to return did believe ſhe 
had a deſire to put a trick upon him, and denyed that he had ever ſent any Let- 
rers by his Lackye to be delivered to her or any elſe : But Diana confirming 
that ſhe had received them , and acquainting him with-the Lackye who did 
preſent them, he preſently collected that they came from ſome Gentleman 
who unknown unto her was enamoured of her, and obſerving ſhe contidently 
did believe that he was the Author of them, he firſt demanded of her, if the 
Letter and the Verſes were my to her, and finding by her words that 
there was nothing in them which procured the leaſt ſhadow of diſcontent 2 

er, 
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her, he ſaid unto ber, that he could no longer conceal that it was indeed him- 
ſelf who had ſent thoſe papers to her , becauſe he did conceive it neceſſary thir 
ſhe ſhould underſtand the great deſite he had to ſerve ber; Moreover, he had 
underſtanding 1 to aſſure her, that if ſhe had refuſed to receive that pre- 


ſent, he had ready che invention to chide his Lackey for his miſcarriage, and to 


tell him that the papers were of great importance, which contained matters ot 
Law, and needed che aſſiſtance of her Father Howſoever, to keep all things with 
greater ſecrecie, he adviſed her for her part to pexſiſt to ſpeak unto his Lackey as 
deſore, and to inform him, how much he was deceived in the execution of his 
charge, being to deliver thoſe Letters to ſome other young Gentlewoman, and 
not unto her ſelf. He afterwards underſtood by bis Groom the Commiſſion 
which I had given to him; Nevertheleſſe he ſo continued to perſwade Diana 
that it was he who compoſed thoſe verſes, that ſhe was conſtrained to make 
proteſtaticns to him, that ſhe believed what he laid ; and becauſe ingenions 
Spirics were very pleaſing to her , believing that he was the Maſter of an excel- 
lent underſtanding , ſhe did begin to give more reſpect unto him than to all 
the reſt ot thote who courted her. 

After this I made many. more verſes for her, and meeting one day Diana's 
Servant in the Street, I ſaid uuto him, Honeſt friend, give this Song to Mada- 
moiſelle Dana, The other day 1 cid promiſe it unto her. The Servant made 
no difficulty at all to take the paper and carry it to Dian, who could not but 


believe it came from the ſame party as before, becauſe the Gentleman who had 


ſpoken to her on the day before, might well have given them unto him, be- 
"cauſe he would cruſt no more bis own Groom with the carriage of ſuch pa- 
pers. £2< 2 — = 
: But to make Diana underſtand that the verſes did intirely proceed from mz 
ſelf, on the next Evening; as ſhe fate at che Gate, atter Supper, I paſſing by 
did fing albnd one of thoſe Scanzaes which 1 bad ſent unto, her. She, who 
bad a good Memory, did remember where ſhe had fecn chem, and immediatly 
did faſten her eye upon me. py Ds 

But that was not tufficient, I did write/another Letter to her, and did con- 
arive a way how it might arrive to her own band. I did thrult it therefore be- 


me would 
hurch directly over againſt her, heing cloathed in 4 Suite of 
myrs agreeable udto her; 
05 
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when 1 returned home, 1 found to be wounded all over. 

Some dayes afterwards I did meet her in a ſpacious ſtreer, ſhe was on the 
one ſide thereof, and I on the other, and both ſides very full of Houſes. Ne- 
vert heleſſe, as if attracted by a Loadſtone, we came ſo near to one another, that 
when ſhe croſſed the way, our heads did almoſt touch, ſo much did they in- 
cline to the languiſhment of our Souls; for this lovely fair one had already ſome 
affection to me. Nevertheleſs I durſt not have accoſted her, if it had not been 
by the mediation of another, in which Fortune moſt advantagiouſly did favour 
me; for a Kinſman of this fair Diana, who had been my Companion in the Col- 

lege, did at that time come to live in the fame houſe with her. I diſcourſed 
with him one day, to underſtand how her affections were enclined, and repea- 
ting my Verſes to him, he aſſured me that his Coſin had ſhewed them unto him, 
and commended the piece to be incomparable. Underſtanding the good 
will which this young Man did bear unto me, I determined with my ſeſt to 
conceal nothing from him , and having related to him the ſtory of my Love, 
I deſited him ro make known unto Diana the true Author of thoſe Pieces 
which ſhe had lying by ber. He failed not to doe it, and by the Impulſion 
of an exceſſive Love, he did aſſure me of all the courteſies which the brayeſt 

Perſonage in the Earth could expreſſe. I did not forget to repreſent unto him 
that I was deſcended from one of the moſt noble Families in France. This be- 
ing diſcovered to her, the Gentleman who attributed my Works unto himſelf, 
was known to be but a baffler, and loft her love, and his own reputation ac 
once. Diana deſired nothing more than that I ſnhould diſcourſe with her, but ſhe 
had an old Man to her Father, who would not with -patience endure that ſhe 

ſheuld be ſeen in the Company of any who was not of his own Acquaintance, 

finding his Daughter to be of a flexible Diſpoſition, and eaſie to be ſuborned: 

Our enterview therefore could not ſo ſuddenly be procured. 

In the mean time I ceaſed not to court her with my eyes, and to becon- 
ſtantly at the Church as often as ſhe was preſent. One day I repdired thither 
with a Gentleman of my Acquaintance, but ſhe was not yet arrived. I walked 
up and down all that afternoon, and being deſirous to eaſe my ſelf, I ſate up- 
on a planck which was faſtned to the forepart of her Seat, and I failed not to 
doe my obeyſance to her and to her Siſter with her, (who was already marri- 
ed) when ever they came into their Seat; And becauſe he who was with me 
ſhould” not diſcover my affection, I endeavoured to conceal the trouble of my 
Spirit, and to hold ſome difcourſe with him: | 

This Gentleman was a Courtier, and 1 did ſpeak ſomething loud unto him, 
and ſometimes he laughed, and fo did 1 alſo, not dreaming Izroubled my 
Miſtreſſe or her Siſter. We did riſe up ſometimes from o purſu- 
ed our Diſcourſe, when, behold they did riſe frem their ow , and 
did rake the poſſeſifon of our Seat; I who was as jealous in thoſe affairs 40 
poſſibly any One could be, did infallibly believe that they did it:on purpoſe to 
remove me, and inforce me to ſeek ont a place to ſit farther from them, be- 
cauſe they would not be tormented wich the extravagance of our Diſcourſtʒ 
Immediately I withdrew my ſelf, to teſtifie unto them I did ſo much Reverence 
them, that! was touched with much Torrow I had diſpleaſed them Neverthes 
leſſe Iwill confeſſe unto you, I was moſt extremely paſſionate; for- I was {6 
ſenſible of the affront which in my opinion Diana bad ſhewed unto me in difs 
placing me, that in the exceſſe of my Rage, I was even ready to-exprefſſe, that 
ſhe need not be ſo ſcornfull, for I was at rhe leaſt as good as ber felt, it being 
ſome honour to her to have a place in my affection, who ought to fix my eyes 
on Ladies of a far greater Family than her ſelf. dg. in 

All che night folfowlng I did nothing but ruminate on this affront; and could 
take no reſt, until I had conferred with the Kinſman'of: Diana, to whom F 
complained of the Injury which I had received, having even tearyin my eyes; 

| | whereupon 
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whereupon he did begin to laugh ſo heartily, that it did encreaſe my affliction, 
for I believed that he did mock me with it; but obſerve how he appeaſed me. 
My dear Friend (ſaid he) and in that appellation did embrace me, You are too 
blame to be fo jealous, as to conceive that Dian doth undervalne you, which 
is an Incivility tar from her Nature: you would laugh your ſelf, if you knew 
the Cauſe of your Miſtake; I remember that y y in the Evening when 
ſhe returned from Church, ſhe complained to her Servant of fome Beggar, or 
ſome other naſty Fellow, who finding her Pue open, had loarhſomly defiled 
ic, and that was thgReaſon which made her to come out of it; but the Cyprixs 
powder with which you were covered, did happily hinder you from partakin 
in ſo bad a ſavor. | | THY 
This Account did much content me, and I had the curiofiry to return to the 
Church, to prove whether his excuſe was true, or not: I found there the or- 
dure ſtill in the Pue, which was not yet made clean, and the ſight of that 
filthineſſe did more pleaſe me, thanif I had feen the ſweeteſt and the faireſt 
flowery in the world, becauſe it delivered me from the extremity of my paſſion. 
When Diana underſtood my ſuſpition, you may believe that ſhe did not te- 
frain from laughter; nevertheleſſe it turned all to my advantage, becauſe 
by that ſhe might perceive the paſsion which I had to preferve my ſelf in her 
good opinion. 
It is ordinarily ſpoken, That the price of things is valued by the difficulty in 
the procuring them, and that we undervalue thoſe things which are eaſie to 
be obtained, I never underſtood that truth better than on this occaſion ; for 
when I found ſeveral obſtructions in gaining the familiarity of Diana, I molt 
violeatly did love her. And now ſince her Coſin promiſed me to bring me 
into the Houſe, when her Father was gon abroad, and ro help me not only 
to the Speech of her, but alſo fo far to perſwade her, that I ſhould obtain a 
d place in her affection, I did perceive my paſſion to languiſh by degrees. 
he principal Cauſe was, that although her favors were moſt conſiderable, yet 
I ſhould never enjoy her, unleſſe I were married to her, and I had too high a 
Courage, to ſtoop fo low as to take ro Wife the Daughter of a fimple Advo- 
cate, And knowing moreover , that every. Man of hudgement doth affirm, 
That he is moſt happy who can avoid ſuch heavy chains as thoſe of. Marriage, 
they were — horror to me. Nevertheleſſe, being unwilling it ſhould 
be laid, that I loved a Maid, and yet did never ſpeak unto her, I did give a viſit 
to the Kinſman of Diaua, and by that means did find the opportunity to con- 
fer with her. She gave me ſo many proofs of her gentle Spirit, chat I rea ſſumed 
my former paſsions, and afterwards did ſeek after, and deſire nothing elſe, but 
to ſee her at her door, at the Church, and at the where ſhe was accuſto- 
med to walk. She uſed me with all reſpets , knowing from what Family 
I was deſcended ; And as often as I came to wait upon her, ſhe abandoned all 
other Imployments to give entertainment to me. But it ſo fell out, that to- 
wards the ad of — her — did end _ it, and on came toher 
Fathers houſe to ask for her, ſhe was conſtamly denyed. eſtrangement 
of her Company, and affections, I obſerved every day more and more to 
continue, and having heard her ſpeak heretofore of a certain Man whom I 
knew, who was called Meli lem, I doubted the had taken an Inclination unto 
him. He was 4 Player on the Lute; and had a Penſien fromthe King, and was 
one, who putting on his back all that he could gt, was acconrited-amongſt che 
braveſt fellows about the Courts He was alwaies on Horſeback, and I on foor, 
and it was this which gained him the heart of inconſtant Dixie, 1 underſtood 
afterwards by one of my Friends (who badnotice of it) of the familiarity 
which,he had with her. I was very ſorry for her particular, for Melibrus could 
not be a Suter to her for any good Intention, and if I had been her Father, 
I ſhould never have given way unto it; for itiskdown ſufficiently, that fuch 
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libert ines as himſelf do never Court young Gentle women to marry them. there 
being nothing more certain, than that Court -Humouriſts, Poets, and Muſi- 
cians (whom I rank under one Categorical notion) do never advance them- 
ſelves at Coutt but by playing the Pander. It was therefore to be feared that 
MA elibeus did indeavour only to gain Diana to proſtitute her to ſome young 
Lord, who might aſterwards be a fupporter to him, and this ſuſpition did 
carry with it a great probability of Truth. I was amazed at the error of Dia- 
na to undervalue me for one who had nothing to commend him but only that 
he could play onthe Lute , neither was he one of che Maſters in that faculty , 
for I who made no profeſſion of it could play altogether as well as himſelf, 
That which advanced him was his impudence, and hath ſince found another 
way that hath much inriched him, but the moſt diſhoneſt one in the world. 
One day he was ſo bold as to ſpeak unto the King, Sir, I do acknowledge 
that I am not worthy to ſerve you, bur I have an extreme deſire to be found 
worthy,& 1 hope 1 ſhall be able to arrive unto it, if you will be pleaſed to aſſiſt 
me. May it pleaſe your Majeſty to command that ſome moneys may be aſſigned 
to me to provide me with laſtruments that Imay be heard to play in the Con- 
ſort, there will not be a Lord in the Court that will not follow your exapmle. 
The King out of the bounty of his Royal Nature did accord to that which he 
demanded, and he did afterwards Petition to all the Lords of the Court. To 
one he Petitioned for a Violl, to another for aLate , to this Man for an Or- 
farian, and to that Man for a Harp, and unto ſome for a pair of Virpinatils : 
And after he had been with two or three who had anſwered his Petition, the 
reſt were all conſtrained to follow their Examples, for it would reflect to their 
diſgrace if they ſhould be found leſſe liberal than others; Nay there were not 
ſo much as any one of their Grooms , who did not concribuce ſomething to 
him, for if he would be eſteemed a Man of ingenuity, he muſt adorn the 
Cabanet of Melibeus. At the laſt he had not room enough in which to put 
all choſe Inſtrameats that were given him, he muſt theretore” provide biaſe}f 
with a Magazine, For my part, if he had demanded any thing of me, I 
ſhould have been fo prodigab as to have beſtowed upon him a Iews- Tromp. 
He had ſent his Lute-maker to a Lord, who had promiſed to pay for a Lute 
for bim: The Lord payed a great deal more than it was worth, and the 
profit t hereot returned to Melrbenr, and afterwards the Lute · maker cirryed 
the ſame Lute to another, and it was obſerved that the ſame Lute was payed ſor 


by eleven ſeveral Lords. This indeed did tend enough to his advantage, and 


he perſwaded Men to be cheated by example; but Melibeu is not the firſt 
thar did undertake to beg with Honour. Nevertheleſſe he did dutifully ob- 
lige himſelf even to the ſeaſt of choſe who had beſtowed gifts upog him; and 


if they had commanded himito play unto them; he did not fail to obey them. 


For all this he purſued his deſigu, and did amaſſe together: ſuch a multitude 
of ſeveral Inſttuments, that if he would have ſold them as believe he now 
bach , he might be the Maſter ofa very conſiderable eſtaa e. 

T Thoſe things were enough to render him odious to Diana, but ſhe was o- 
vercome with. vain apparences Lou are nat ignorant that Maids for the moſt 
part do love thoſe Men beſt who ſpeak moſt;, not regarding whether they 
peak good ſenſe or not. The Tongue of Mel:bews was a perpstuat motion, and 

he had got in the Court s certain liberty vhich I could not be Maſter of, for I 
made love with ſo much modeſty that I durſt not rake Dian by the land te 
kils it, But as I have ſince undetſtobd by one, who hath oſten ſeeri hiin witty her, 
he was not ſo reſpectfull. Moreover, when he was in her Company, he would 
ſhew himlelf to be very paſſionate , and would roul his eyes in his hezd, as 
thoſe little Figures under a Clock, who with their Hammers knocking on the 
Bell, do give an account of every hour of the: day. He ſpake the Romance of 
a tranſported PHebus, and would chus Court: her, Let me kiſſe yu fair 
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Hands my Fair, but Ol How prodigious is the effect, they are of Sew L 5 


therefore they do burn me. If I kiſſe thoſe ſweet Roſes of your Cheeks ſhall 
I not be pricked, ſeeing that Roſes are not witkout prickles. Much more he 
would expreſſe to the ſame ſenſe , which he had all by heart, his humour be- 
ing always exerciſed in extravagant paſlians. When be was before the great 
Ladies of the Court, he would ſeem as if he were ſtruck with admiration, and 
would ſay unto them, Ah Madam, I loſe my ſight in ſeeing too much of 
Beauty, and I advenrure to loſe my language with it, which in chis ra- 
viſhment of my Spirit can no longer entertain you; He had ſpoken more 
truly, if he bad complained of the loſſe of his underſtanding, but all was ta- 
ken in good part whatſoever he did utter, and thoſe things were ſuffered in 
him , which would have given juſt offence if they had proceeded from ano- 
ther. | | 
I do believe there was not any one but Diana that did eſteem him, although 
to ſpeak the truth I do believe he was not much inamoured of her. The Va- 
nity of the Courtier was more agreeable to her than was my modeſty, and 
ſhe gave him all the occaſions that ſhecould to ſpeak unto her. She. would 
be ſure to be at the Gate at thoſe hours in which he was accuſtomed to ride 
that way, and oftentimes ſhe would invite him into the houſe, I was poſſeſſed 
with a violent deſire to underſtand in what degree of favour I was with her but 
ſhe returned anſwer ſhe was indiſpoſed in her health, and could not ſee any one 
on that day,wherupon I determined to borrow aLackey of my friend, for | kept 
not one my ſelf,and he ſupplyed me according to my own deſire. I did fend him 
to Diana as if ſhe came from Molibe us, to underſtand if ſhi were at leiſure, that 
he might wait upon her, ſhe returned anſwer, yes, and that ſhe ſhould be 
glad to ſee hin. This being reported to me, I knew for certain that AMelibe- 
xs did altogether poſſeſſe her heart, and that he had alſo gained the affecti · 
ons of her Kinſman. It much grieved me, I confeſſe, but I proteſt unto you 
] entertained rather thoughts of Indignation than of lealouſie; For it ſeemed 
to me, that Diana forſaking me, and choſing Melibeus was ſuſſiciently puniſhed. 
for her owii blindneſſe, and why ſhould 1 be grieved at that for which ſhe 
ought herſelf to lament ; I did comfort my felt with this, that to Court her a-- 
ny more was to imploy time to loſſe; ſhe will have a Courtier , let her there · 
fore purſue and enjoy her own Fancie. I believed that if ſhe married accor- 
dingly as ſhe propounded to her ſelf ſhe would have the leiſure to repent it, 
For my ſelf, I aſſure you, I was relolved to have her Epithalamy ſung by the 
Muſicians of the New bridge, after 1 had compoſed the Verſes. | . 
Intending to proſecute this humour, one Night I took with me five or fix 
of my friends, and we did all $0 to give a Frolick to Melibem with Hammers, 
Drumms of Biſcay, and Iews Tromps. For my part I did ſing a prepared Song, 
in which I made mention that our inſtruments were as good as his, and might 
as much aſſiſt him to captivate the affections of his Miſtreſſe. Much more was 
ſpoken to his diſgrace, which I believe he underſtood, but he durſt not appear 
before us. I had a reſolution beſides to have given him a hundred Baſtinadoes 
before the face of his Miſtreſſe, there was nothing more eaſie if he had been 
worthy to have put me to that trouble. But I conceived it was poſſible that for 
all that Diana would not think the worſe of bim,and as it ſtood that ſhe might 
poſſibly change him for another, as ſhe had changed me for him. For beſides 
the imperfections of his Mind he had * ones of his Body. I have 
heard that Diana ofentimes would ſay; What a delicate Gentleman is this 
Aelibeusꝰ How ſweet He always ſmels? It is true, and, a Man might juſti- 
fie that he therefore ſmelt ill; becauſe he ſmelt well: He had a ſavour that 
was able to bring the Plague into the moſt temperate Air, and for all the per- 
fumes that were under his Armpits ; the places where be had been did retain ſo 
corrupt a ſavour that an hour after he was gone the noyſomneſſe of the — 
migut 


21 


—— 


4 


The Comical Hiſtory 


might eaſily be perceived. I] believe that the extreme and violent hears were 
return: d, and that the ſtrength of his Sweat did overcome the Pertumes. When 

he would kiſſe Diana, he would put ſweet Confects into his mouth, to corre the 
rottenneſſe of his teeth; And the beſt words that could be ſpoken muſt be al- 

wayes bad in his mouth, he had ſo corrupt a Breath. But without any further 
amplification, Diaza herſelf did at laſt forſake him, and not long afterwards 
her Father married her to an Advocate, a rich and an honeſt Man, in whoſe 
arms I had rather ſee her, than in thoſe of Melibeiu. 

I was ſo conſcientious that I would not attempt to violate the Marriage 
bands, and IL found my affect ions to her nothing ſo paſſionate as before, ſo 
that if I did ſpeak one word or two unto her, that was all. Love nevertheleſſe 
did preſerve the Empire he had got on me, and cauſed me to adore another 
Beauty, the acceſſe to whom was far more difficult, but the enjoyment was 
more eaſie. After her, I loved many more, of whom I will not ſpeak, the Sto- 
ry will too much trouble you; It may ſuffice, that for the greateſt part of them 
our affections were reciprocal, and there was not any of them but gave me the 
teſtimony of a vehement paſſion, in granting me their deareſt favours. There 
doe not ſhine ſo many Starrs in the skies, as I was enlight ned with the eyes of 
ſeveral beauties. My Soul was inflamed with the firſt object that appeared, and 
of fifty beauties which I had often in my fancy, I could not diſcern which was 
moſt agreeable to me. I courted them all at once, and if ſometimes I received 
from any one the leaſt diſguſt, it did fo afflict me, as if my Love had been moſt 
entire, and but to her alone. Peradventure I anon ſhall give you an account 
of ſome part of my affections, accordingly as in order they ſhall preſent them- 
ſelves inthe following Hiſtory. * 
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Fter that I was ſeen to be well cloathed ( faid Francion ) I be- 
2 came inÞnitely acquainted with young Men of all Conditions 
4 and Eſtates, as the Sons of Noblemen, the Sons of Juſtices ; 
Þ\ Va (be Sons of the Kings Receivers, and of Merchants, We every 
day did meet at the Ordinary, and my Authority was ſo great 
& .mongſt them, that I purſed up more than expended. I pro- 
pounded to five or fix of the moſt noble of the Number, to 
make as great a Company as we could of generous and gallant Perſonages, E- 
nemies to Ignorance and Folly, that ſq we might converſe together, and ſhew 
innumerable proofs of our noble Reſolutipn. My advice did pleaſe ſo well, 
that immediatly putting their hand unto the Work, they did draw a great 
number of their friends together, who alio did bring in others with chem of 
their particular Acquaintance. We made Lawes which were inviolably to be 
obſerved, as to ſhew all honour unto one, who from fifteen dayes to fif- 
teen dayes ſhould be choſen the Chief of the Company; to aſſiſt one another 
in Dangers, and Loves, and in other affairs; to deſpiſe all ſordid thoughts, and 
the vile Rabble in Para, who believe there is a great neceſsity of their ridicu- 
lous Offices ; all choſe who would obſerve theſe Ordinances, and others of the 
ſame ſtrain, were received into the number of brave and generous, for ſo we 
ſtiled our (elves, and it was no matter if any one amongſt us were the Son of a 
Merchant, or an Exchequer man; for the abuſe of Traffick only, and of the 
Exchequer Men were to be blamed. We look'd not on Deſcent, but Merit; 
We made Feaſts by turns; for my ſelf I was exempred from that charge, be- 
cauſe I was the Founder of the Fraternity ; and being the firſt who was made 
Chief, 1 had the charge to receive the Fines in which they were condemned , 
who had fallen into ſome error which they were forbidden co commit, The 
money was to be imployed for Collations in the Aſternoons, but God knows 
how jeſt a Treaſurer I was, and how I ſaved the money to ſupply my own 
necelsities: My Companions were ſo pr igal, and fo full of money, that they 
freely emptied their purſes, and demanded not an Account of my Receit. 1 
was as brave as the braveſt of them all, and braver too; It pertained to me on- 
ly tõ ſee Juſtice done on the peremptory perſons of the City, whoſe ſcourge I 
was, as if for that purpoſe ] had been ſent down from Heaven. | 
The Son of a Merchant, but the moſt ignorant and preſumptuous one in the 


world, did one day come into the Company where I was, he was moſt richly 
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cloathd with a Silk Stuff that could not be paralleld in France, I believe that he 
cauſed it to be made in Italy, on purpoſe becauſe he thoughi no man in France 
ought to be equal to him; I obferved how loftily this young Merchant did de- 
fr himſelf, and that although he was ſaluted with much reverence , yet his 
own Hat would ſtir no more than if it were ſome piece of unwieldy timber on 
his Head. Being always an Enemy to ſuch humours, I could not endure this 
ſight, and ſpake aloud to thoſe who were next unto me, pointing to him with 
my finger: See there ( my Companions ) the principal ſhop of Monſieur Has- 
ſtachius ( for ſo according to his name I did call his Father) ſo God ſhall fave 
me, ſee if he hath not laid forth his very beſt Stuff on his Stall: He is like to 
gain well by it; for we need not go home to his Houſe to ſee the richeſt Mer- 
chandize, His Son there is a Shop errant , and doth go up and down to ſhew 
it to all the World. Coming up unto me, he ſaid, wich an angry and threat» 
ning countenafice, Speak you of me? I, laughing at him, ſaid to my Compani- 
ons, Gentlemen be not offended at any thing he ſaith, He did verily believe that 
there is ſome one amongſt you who is like unto him, and doth deſerve that he 
ſhould be ſpoken unto as I have ſpoke unto him. Finding himſelf co be hit 
home, he did ſwear Bloud and Death, and ſaid, t hat although be did not wear 
a Sword as I did, and that it was not his Profeſſion, yet he would ------ And 
there he ſtopt without ſpeaking more. 

For my ſelf, I made uſe of his Rage to improve my laughter, and intending 
to make more ſport with him, Certainly( ſaid it is good diſcretion , the more 
infectious and more foul the thing is, to take ſo much the more care to cover it, 
nevertheleſſe the evil ſavour will come ſtill unto us. Becauſe you will needs 
appear in ſuch rich Habiliments, it is aTure reſtimony that you have nothing 
elſe that can purchaſe reſpect onto ybu. You would fain ſeem to be ſomething 
tranſcendent, and to ſurpaſſe all gallant Men, but underſtand, that if your 
Body be above theirs, their Souls*will riſe aloft and will mount above 

ours. One of my Companions came thenunto me, and deſired me to let him 
oe. So! will (ſaid 1) I have litrie reaſon to diſpute againſt a Suit of Cloaths, 
22 I can ſee here nothing elſe againft which 1 ſhouſd quarrel. The Sword 
is not worth ſo much us che Scabbatd, and to ſpeak the truth, It is reaſon that 
ſo fair a Cloak ſhould be ſeen in fome more eminent place than where it is diſ- 
graced to be worn; I will pardon him, but upon promiſe that he ſhall enter 
no more into conteſtation with thirigs t hat are above his capacity, nor med» 
dle but with ſuch Cloathes as are fit Tor his condition. , 
My Simplician fearing after I had afflicted his wretched Spirit with my in- 
vective Mirth, I Would perſecute f is Body with my Baſtinadoes, did fly away 
as ſwiftly as doth a guilty perſon who is purſued with Sergeants. 
-And as fair examples doe follow one another, the next morning being at 
a Counſellors Gate with his Daughters, and ſome other good company, a 
young Man of the City who'was — — paſſed by: He had a Doublet on 
of white Sattin , and Stockings of Crimſon Silk, in brief, he was in all things 
accommodated like a Gentleman, fave only that he had no Sword, and yet 
he had one, but he cauſed his Lackey to follow behind him with it. Behold 
(ſaid I) the cuſtom of the young Gallants of Paris, they will be all after the 
garb of the Nobility, and tenounce the Vocation of their Fathers, which is the 
principal cauſe of their Riches; but certainly yonder fine thing bath no extra- 
ordinary deſire to appear a Gentleman, he doth ſo little love arms, that he 
will not own them, unleſſe they are carryed behind him; and moreover, Lper- 
ceive that he would have it known, that his Lackey is more honourable than 
himſelf, for he makes him to carry the Sword. There was not one among» my 
Co ions who did not applaud the conceit, it was ſhot home fo handſomly; 
And becauſe we had good Laws as well as words', and our remarkable actions 
ought to be recompenſed, it was ordered by them all,that out of the mony Ire- 
cei- 
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ceiyed L ſhould reſerve ſo much as would buy me a Beaver Hat, which they 
thought had well-deſerved by reaſon of the many Gallantries which I had put 
in execution 9 [5-26 13 bw | 
We did fharply correct Vice, wich th not only of our dene; but 
ſometimes with our Swords; and without we did charge on thoſe who 
had 2 us; It was mo eaſie advegtuxe to oppole us; for the moſt part 
we did go ſix and ſix together, and ſometimes; all in one Company, as when 
we did go a hunting out of the City agar as Box de Vincennes. It is true I 
had no Horſe, but one of my Companions who was the Treaſurers Son did 
always lend me one when it was our Pons to be on Horſeback, _ 

Many times in the night e would beſtow Muſick on the Ladies, and of- 
tentimes we made Masks, and danced them in the beſt Houſes of the City, 
where in emulation we contended for the improvement of our new virtue 
which could not be paralle d. The Citizens condemned our practice, Men of 
courage did approve it, every ane did ſpeak diverſly of it according to his 
Fancy. Our exploits were the ordinary diſcourſes at the Lownre, at the Palace, 
and all publick meetings. He who would ſhew bimlelf to be of a generous Spi- 
rit, would rank himſelf in our Company, or deſire our afliſtance. The grea- 
teſt Lords were glad of our Friendſhip, when of themſelves they would puniſh 
ſome who had offended them, and they intreated us to chaſtiſe Vice according- 
ly as we declared, Nevertheleſſe in proceſſe of time this ſociety of ours did 
loſe its Luſtre, and the 5 part * to withdraw, either to pro- 
vide ſome Office to maintain them, or to be marryed, and being afterwards to 
be ſetled in ſome courſe of life they could no longer continue with us. 

It is true, che number was again cc mpleated by the acceſſe of new Gallants, 
but they were ſuch a fraternity as diſpleaſed me. Their Souls panted after 
nothing but vanity and deaſtly ebauchment. I did admoniſh and in- 
ſtru& them, when I was with them, and by little and little I did. refrain 
their Company, counterfeiting my ſelf to be indiſpoſed in my health, for 
the which purpoſe, I, for the moſt part, confined my ſelf ro my Chamber. 
] did there addict my ſelt to my Study, and after the neweſt, but the beſt faſhi- 
on of all , I did alcogether play the Philoſopher , and did contemplate onthe 
condition of men, and what they ought to do to live in quiet, and more de- 
lightfully than now they do, concerning, which | had drawn the beginning 
of a Treatiſe, which I will communicate unto ou I leave you to judge if that 
be not the cauſe wherefore I do ſo much deteſt the converſation of Men , for 
- by this Study I found the means to make them live like little Gods, if they 
would but practiſe my Counſels. patho. a £276; 
But becauſe we mult firſt aſſay to ſatisfie the deſire with thoſe things which 
are croſſe to ſenſuality ; I only did endeavour to procure contentment to my 
ſelf. Afterwards excravagantly determining to follow in apparence the track 
of others , I made uſe of a deceiptfull Arc to obtain the good Will of every 
one. LIendeayoured to make my mouth ſpeak contrary to what my heart 
thought; and would give complements and praiſes where I thought moſt ne- 
ceſſary for my own ends, receiving that iperry to my ſelf to ſpeak to thoſe on- 
ly who were worthy ofthem. I had a deſire to addreſſe my ſelf to ſome, great 
Signior, who might give me a condition that might render my Fortunes more 
aſſured ; but I had never the deſire to ſerye thoſe perſons who were not wor- 
thy to command, for I was well enough acquainted with the evill condition 
ofthe Court. WEE | 4. 24} 6 725 ka a 042 12715 
One of my Friends did A ap one Afternoon tothe Houſe of a Damoiſel 
called Luci, aſſuring me that ſhe was a Woman of the. beſt diſcourſe that 
could be, and chat I ſhould not fail to find in her Company the braveſt Spi- 
rits in the World, amongſt whom I ſhould have the Honour to illuſtrate, and 
the happineſſe to advance my ſelf, She had underſtood of him who I was, god 
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for you have a pair of Boots the beſt made in the world, and (above all) your 
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that Icame on purpoſe to vit her, "Wherefore ſhe pave me good! entertain- 
ment, and placed me next unto her; thete were prefencdivers puto lis ciad moſt 
allantly, who I conceived were not the leaſt of the Court; | liſtnditu under- 
fand the good TNT Troneeived they did maintain 22 null fides 
I heard nothing but Vantings, ancies, and i confuſed Gallnaffry of 
Accbints ill reported, and a ptonuntiut ion ſo bal hat iu cannot bd neprelen- 
ted. Is it not a ſtrange thing; Madambiſell, ( ſaid one of them ttvirling his 
Maſtachio, that good Fortute and I ſfould be always/ at War, ſhe will never 
e in my Coming If I had all the Silver whictvche Treamers of Spain 
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have in their Coffert Iſhould loſe it all at play im one morning. It 4 ſign 
( faid Lacy) that the Statrs will ſuddenty down a more happy Influence, 
and intreat Love to methmorphoſe yqurali Fortune in play, into a good Fortune 
by «a fich Wife. Ik no not, fait the fixſt, what Bdict Heaven wult iſſue forth 
concerning that, but I will ſend à challenge to you as my Enemy, if you open 
not the portal of your Soul to this Belief, that if I am favoured by Deſtiny in 
my Marriage, I muſt be married to a Lady ſuch as you are: You do mock me 
fure, ſaid Lucy, raking him by the hand in hers} and imiling at what, he ſaid; 
He replyed, 1 will give you mats more viſible thun the Sun, that I do cheriſh 
you with a moſt real Love; My heart is alwayes toſſed in a Sea of Two. hun- 
dred millions of Thoaphes to the — appetite of the Weſt , and South- 
weſt of my Defires, until (moſt dehicare Beauty) 1 ſhall make known unto you 
that I do adore you with ſo ferverita devotion, that He there made a flop, 
deing at a halt in fits Conceptiom. Theſe words de did ſpeak in Lacie ear, 
to ſhew they were very ſectet, but by an admirable Vanity he did pronounce 
them ſo loud, that every one did hear them, for he conceived to himſelf that 
they were moſt exactiy ranked. "222; | 

Not long afterwards, changing his Diſcourſe, he ſaid, My Soul was lately 
ſo bigg with deſire to have a piece of Land which pleaſed me, that I gave for it 
Three hundred thouſand Liuvers, aſthough ic was worth no more than Two 
hundred and fifty thouſand , and ever ſince I have a great Deſite to be called 
by the Name of that goodly Heritage. Good God! ſaid Ito my felf, What 
is this? A Man who thinks himſelf one of the braveſt inthe world, is ambitious 
to carry the Name of a few Acres of Land, when the Land ſhould be known 
by the Name of the Maſter of it. How ridiculous is this abſurdity ? Why doth 
he not rather purchaſe ſome gallant Fitle by bis atchievments? Turning my 
ſelf to the other ſide, I obſerved two ia # ſerious Diſcourſe, which made me 


the more attentive. What is your —— ſaid one of them q on my Suit 


of Cloaths? Is it not of an excellent ſtuff, and as good as ever was made at 
Lyon ? Is not my Taylor well ver ſed in the Faſhion # He is a Man of Under- 
Randing, and I will advance him if I can; There is a Citizen hath a good 
Office in the Exchequer, who is not to be compared vo him. But what think 
you of my Hat? Doeth the Faſhion of it pleaſe you Alas Sir, ( anſwered the 
other) I. find all things you wear to be extremely compleat , that the more 1 
doe contemplate you, the more I am raviſhed with admirationg l am of opi- 
mon that the Angels are not better cloth d in Heaven, than you are on Earth, 
aſthougb they have eyery one of them ſix Ells of Stuff of a st- colour, embroy- 
dered with Starts, to make them a Suit. Good God I You are Adonis bimſelf, 
What deep fighs doth Ven ferch for you? What a tharm do thoſe Roſes car- 
ry on your cheek ? The two even Ranks of your white teeth have power in 
them enough to murder a heart. Nevertheleſſe, Excuſe me if I tell you, Sir, 
that your Hat doch flap a little on the one fide thereof, The Brims are with tl e 
largeſt, Cauſe them to be cut more narrow, Let me be your Counſellor of 
Effate in this affair, I ſpeak unto you as a Friend; Far be it from me to diſpa- 
rage you, I ſee well enough that you are accoutred'with other rare Vertues, 


bair 


Lib. C. OfFrancion.:\ \ 


hair is ſo welt curled, that I believe the Soulestherewithlikcangied, wn 
. priſoners, do wander up and6down as in —— Pleatore.. The ot 
kiſfing his cheek did reply, Deareſtof my Friends, You bettet deſerves 
praiſes whiets: you give me , than my eig Ir Kaon tothe world that"ytate 
brave Qualities do cauſe ute bo cheriſhed, even by: Majclby ir ſelf ; Vou am 
the Load lone ho attractetiv all, bott ale ahd Bemale, to vou at the Count 
The Ladies, for all their inexorableneſs arowountded wich ohe Arrow of your 
Eys, and acknowledge they feel no fires, bac what are h from your bæun: 
ties The other made aner to him with 4 ſtrange ing It was ttur 6 
nough there were ſome Ladies h did love m, and tu give him a proof of 
what he ſaid, he did pwlb out of his pocket a Lovptletter ; which, it ig 
pokible, he did write bimfkelf , altheugh' he. ſaid, 1c! came” from i Mii» 
fireſle. | ;Q 10 0120 JON 2337, 1.32 avid 
This Diſcourſe was nothing pleaſing to me, I therfore-rurned' aſide td tlie 
Conference of tome others, which was net mush better. jadpet of the 
affaits of State, as a blind man doth of Cotours: And he who fpake of h a> 
cres of Land, thinking himfelfto be the moſt judicious iti the'C 1 did 
affirm, Thar ſince the King diſmiſſed him of a Lieurenantfhip which be: hd 
there hath been nothing but Diſorder in France, and that he was the N. 
who for ſo long a time did maintain the Kingdom in peace; After wurdo they 
came to ſpeak of War, and every one of them did malte à relation of the Im- 
ginary exploits he had performed. There were ſome of them who ſuid. That 
their Pages were called Squires, toſhew only in what reputation their Maſters 
were, and if they committed any Imployment ib their charge, it was toſhow 
that they were moſt deeply ingaged cthemſelyes. DI 
{ was ſo weary to ſee and underſtand their apiſh follies'; that 1 would have 
given any thing to be gone; At the laſt, they all ſhanding up to (lite u Sig 
nior called Clerantes, who was newly entred, I found: the Ky to e- 
cape away in the Confuſion; having made a ſhore reverence to the Company, 
who I thoughe had taken no great notice of mie. n 210 ] (23 
Ar my departure having met with him who <auſed me to $ot in, I told him, 
That the Gentlemen whom I had ſeen, had no doubt — — deal of El6quence 
with them, but it was according to che condition of thin ge in-which, toſpeak 
much is co ſpeak well but there was nothing ſo/ſtriſh ox uin as their Spirits, & 
tkat if the Court had not more generous Perſonages, I was well contetned id 
to trouble it; and, that I abſtained from talking, not the better to underſtand 
them, or to gain from their language or experience, but beeauſe I would not 
adminiſter an occaſion to be troubled to diſcourſe with them, which would 
have proved more tedious to me, if particularly they had addrefled themſelves 
unto me. I related to him how | abſerved their Vanity; uſing ſeven or eight 
affected words at the beginning, middle, and the end of every claaſe;-which 
they thought to be courtly, and very graceſull, when it was moſt ridiculous, as, 
Sir, Moſt undoubtedly you have the whole Property of it. You are acute in 
Love and Muſick. You have all the habitudes with the Miniſters of the affultt 
of State. You are in a very good Poſtarewith Monſieut die Treaſutet . You 
are here in the great Commerce of the world. You are intricate, and net to 
be fathomed; and ſuch other terms ne y invented. The Anſwer which my 
Friend did make unto me, was, That by the train of the Lackeys at the Gate, 
he knew what perſons were in the Houſe; and that they wete Lords and Gen- 
tlemen who were eſteemed to be the beſt wits in France, to which I made Re- 
ply; Fhac in the Country of the Blind, he who hath but one eye is King 
there. 5 
But as ſince I have underſtood, Cleraster knowing me, becauſe elſewhere 
I had been ſhewn unto him; demanded of Lacy, If ſhe received not much ples 
ſure in my Company; for, faid he, I 8 informed that this Gentleman makes 
| 8 3 very 
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very good verſe, andihath the cleareſt fancy, and the ſmorheſt language, and 
the livelyeſt accents in the world. I have beard it ſo ſpoken, ſajd. Lucy, but 
notliing leſſe appeared to me, I believe it was bis Statue ſent hithet by Art 
ick rather than himſelf. I ſaw; I muſt eonfeſſe, a dumb motion which made 

no anſwer to what I demanded of| him , but only by nodding of its head, and 
in the {ame manner departed: without che leaſt. complement, You ſhall 
find( ſaid Clerawes:) that ſomething diſcontented him; who. was it that 
yon the knowledge of him? Lucy made anſwer it was the Gentleman 
who did bring him to her houſe. Some few days afterwards Cleraatrs ſpake 
unto him, and according to his directions I repaired unto Cleravres. with an 
intention to make it appear unto him who I was. I did accoſt him with Com- 
nts ſuitable to, his quality, and entert ained him above two hours wich 
diverſe Subjects without appearance of being tedious to him. At the laſt I 
ſnewed him my verſes, which he told me did pleaſe him better than ever any 
that he ſaw at the Court. After that, ſpeaking to me of Lacy, he told me, ſhe 
ined exceedingly, that taking the pains to viſit ber, I would not vouch · 

ſafe to open my mouth to feed her ears with the ſweetneſſe of my diſcourſe. 
The generous diſpoſition of this Signior did invite me to conceal nothing ſrom 
bit, I told him, that if I were Maſter of thoſe rare qualities which were impu- 
ted ro me, yet I could not be perſwaded to ſpeak at that time, becauſe there 
were ſome Gallants with Lucy, to whom good and ſolid diſcourſe would be as 
the Sun amongſt the blind. He confirmed hat I ſaid, and vowed to me, that 
were a generation of men vain and ignorant, nevertheleſſe I might have 
diſcovered my ſelf to Lucy without being interrupted by them, for I ſhouid 
have found in her another Genius. Not long afterwards having taken me a- 
long with him, I perceived chat the praiſes given th her were anſwerable to 
her deſerts, alſo ſhe confeſſed again and again, that by my diſcourſe ſhe 

found me to be ſuch as my friends had repreſented me unto her. 

Much about that time there was a Libel brought to the hands of Cle- 
rantes, playing with much freedom on almoſt all the great Perſonages of the 
Court, Clerautes himſelf was allo comprehended in it, but all it could 
ſay of him, was, That being married to a handſome Lady he deſiſted not to 
ſeek his fortune elſewhere. I pauſed a little to examine that piece in his pre- 

ſence, and marveloully did paſſe my Iudgement on it. I will venture my life, 
ſaid I, it was Alcidawore that cauſed this to be made. Wherfore think you it was 
rather he than any other? ſaid Clerantes. I will tell you, ſaid I, you will not 
deny that he ic the moſt vicious in all the Court, and yeſterday I heard you 
to affirm as much. Now thoſe who are not named in this Satyre are exemp- 
ted by their remarkable Vertue, but as for him, I know not for what reaſon the 
Poet left him out, but only for this, that by his perſwaſion he did write it. My 
conjecture was very probable, and Clerantes was of opinion that I did ſpeak 
the truth: On that he took other Verſes out of his. Pocket, which he found 
lying at his feet in the Louvre, and had not yet read them all over. Whiles 
he was ſpeaking to one of his friends I did run them over with a curſory eye, 
and perceived that they were made directly on himſelf, and reproached Cle- 
rates , as being ſtupid, ignorant, and a mortal Enemy to Scholars. Sir, ſaid 
I, I do beſeech you to give me leave to burn this paper; I will not, ſaid he; 
until I chroughly have peruſed what it doth contain, I replyed, they 
are the moiſt notorious lies in the world. I will fee them howſoc- 
ver, ſaid Cleyantes, They wil exaſperate you moſt extremely, ſaid I; Not ac 
all replyed Clerawtes, if they juſtly accuſe me | ſhall receive an advantage by it, 
and ſhall hereafter indeavour to render my ſelf ſo virtuous, that I ſha make 
Envy mad, that ſhe hath no more an occaſion to turn her arms againſt me. But 
on the contrary, if I am condemned without a cauſe, I ſhall no more regard the 
ſlander, than a generous Lyon doth fear the barking of little Dogs, they may 
draw near unto me, but they dare not bite me. Having ſpoke thoſe words I 
| took 
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cook him aſide, and obſerving the greatneſſe of his courage, I made no demur 
to give him the Paſquill. Having read it, he ſmiled upon me, and ſaid , Ah 
what Lyars are thele to make the World believe t hat 1 love not Letterd men, 
either they know not the learning which you have, or are ignorant how high- 
ly I eſteem. you. I thanked him tor the favour which he teſtified unto me, and 
demanded of him, it there were not a Poet lately who demanded ſomething of 
him to which he could not accord? ¶ He pauſed a little while; and then ſaid un- 
to me, It is not above three months ſince 2 certain man did preſent me witli a 
Copy of Verſes in my praile, tor which I promiſed him fifty Crowns, bur ſome 
of my People have reſtrained my liberality. Be you ſure then ( ſaid I) that 
it was he who made thoſe verſes in indignation thereupon, I do partly 
ſuſpect the man, and now | remember my ſelf, I c1n aſſure you that at this 
time he is a Servaac of Alcidamorg, and that it is he no doubt who did com- 
poſe the other piece. That may well be ( laid Clurantes) when he came hither 
he did ſing me no other Song but that he would render me immortal if I 
ſhould crown his indeavours with ſome honeſt recompence. I cryed out, Al- 
las poor ſeller of immortality ! your Merchandiſe is not of an allay good e- 
nough. The Veries which you made but ſix years agoe are already in their 
raves, It it true, he vaunted there was not any but himſelf alone who had ta- 
ons ſharp enough to take hold of the Rock, and to climb up unto the top of 
Parnaſſm. Sir, ſaid I, when we do feed upon a bard cruſt of bread we doe 
think to our ſelves that we do make a great noiſe , when none who ſit hy us 
do hear any thing at all: ſo it is with ths poor Rimer, bis works make no 
noiſe but in his own ears. Let us examine the piece without regarding the 
Subject on which it creaceth. We have already condemned him tor thar. © 

After that,] ſhewed to Clerantes all the faults, of the Satyr, and promi- 
ſed him that I would anſwer it to take away the evil impreſſions which the 
Courtiers inight have received of him. On the other ſide Clerantes inforced 
himſelf to prove all thoſe Lyars who for the time to come ſhould accuſe him of 
ignorance , and he reſerved two hours every day to be in his Cabanet with me 
to learn how to diſcourſe in company, on all yarigty of Subjects, and in ano- 
ther manner than the greateſt part of Courtiers do, whoſe diſcourſe is 
without Order, Iudgemenr; or Politeneſs. Not to diſſemble, be before infupe 
degrees did hate good literature, nay, and he blamed ſome perſons who did 
addict themſelves unto it, thinking that it ought not to de che exerciſe of 4 
noble Spirit: But i tooł ſrom him that imagination, demonſtrating unto him 
wit h much reſpect,; that thoſe who would command others ovght to have 
more ſtrength of Spirit than of Body, as it is ſeen amongſt brute Beaſts. And 
to revenge himſelf of the Poet wh concumelioully had abuſed. him; he cauſed 
him to be ſoundly baſtinadoed. 

His — will increaſing day after day towards me, he was curious to en- 
quire after my Fortunes; I made my ſelf more poor unto him than in effect 1 
was, to induce him with a more ſpeedy and open hand to aſſiſt me, and I de- 
fired of him that I might have my reſidence wich him. He offered an honeſt 
exhibition, which I accepted, betauſe I had my liberty entire ; and although 
I' did him ſervices, and ſuch perad venture that he could not expect from any 
other, yet I was not in the qualit y of a Servant. He promiſed . be would 
always eſteem me as a: friend, wherefore-Ldid pat my e ouſe, where 
I received infinite proofs of his liberality, and was accoutred ch moſt gor- 
geous habiliments. I was ordinatily mounted, on a. Horſe wore one Han- 
dred Piſtols, and when Id id ride, the earth did. ſeem almoſt ro.tremble under 
me; T was always followed wich three or four Lackeys : My Mother ys le 
with contentment at the neus of my good fortune with which J bad acquain- 
ted lter in my Letters. I took vengeance on thoſe who, heretgfore had upbrat- 
ded me; by deriding them in che ſame natute. Of my old Camrades there wo 
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but two or three left of whom I made any reckoning, For the zeſt, I did pre- 
tend to cheriſh them, by reaſon of the profit I received from them, (which is an 
Invention that ſometimes we ought to practiſe, without the fear to incur any 
juſt blame.) I deported my ſelf no more with any familiarity cowards them, 
to make them underſtand they were nothing in compariſon of me, and that 
they render d themſelves diſtaſtful to me by their Imperfections. This gene- 
rous Society did not long after diſperſe themſelves, wanting one of Underſtan- 
ding and Courage to maintain them in their flouriſhing eſtate. The Girls alſo 
who before undervalued me, would now be proud of my favour, but 1 anſwe- 
red their hypocriſy with reproaches. 

My ordinary Cuſtome was to chaſtiſe Folly, to ſuppreſſe Vanity, and to 
mock at the willfull Ignorance of Men. The Lawyers, the Receivers, and the 
Merchants, paſſed daily under my hands and ſaſh, and you cannot imagine 
what pleaſure Itook to ſtrike home at the black Sattin. Thoſe who ſaid they 
were Noble, and degenerated from it, were not exempted from the juſt effects 
of my chgler; I did inſtru chem, that to be Noble was not to ride a Horſe 
well, or to handle a Sword, to man a Hawk, or tomake a Dogg , nor to 
jut it in the ſtreets with rich accoutrements, but to be the Maſter of a Soul 
which reſiſts all the Aſſaults and Buffets of Fortune, and to have not hing 
ſeen that is baſe in any of his Actions. It ſeemed to me, that, like Hercules; I 
was bornto chaſe thoſe Monſters from the Earth : Nevertheleſs, co ſpeak the 
truth, there was no hope for the performance of it; for I muſt then deſtroy all 
choſe Men, who now have nothing of a Man in them, bur the figure only. I 
reſembled alſo, methought, the other Hercules of race, who drew Men 
unto him by the ears with the chains that proceeded from his month; I ſpeak it 
without Vanity, that thoſe who have heard me diſcourſe with that modeſty 
which 1 alwayes obſerved, have ſometimes been gently drawn to entertain 
tay Counſels. 

If Clerantes had done any thing for which I did fear he ought to be repro- 
ved, my Reproof was ſo gentle, that it gave no occaſion of offence and it was 
alſo ſpoke in privat. It is ſaid, that when Disgenes was to be fold amongſt 
the ather Slaves, he cauſed rhe Cryer to Cry, Ts there any one who would buy 
a Maſter ? whereupon he who bought him, ſuffered himſelf to be governed by 
him, receiving thoſe Inſtructions of Philoſophy which he gave him. In the ſame 
manner was I in the ſervice ofa Maſter, who nouriſhed me,and gave me a good 
allowance, and I did exerciſe authority over him, and cemmanded him to ab- 
ſtain from many things, and 1 deported my ſelf in a way that was no- 
thing diſagreeable os bike and no man elſe could poſſibly pive him more 
thriving Counſel. | 

As I was one Morning in the Court, there came in a Man cloathed modeſt- 
ly enough, who defired to ſpeak with him. His Servants, who underſtood 
that I poſſeſſed Clerames altogether, did ſend him to me, to know, If he 
might have free acceſs unto him. This man being about five and thirty years 
of age, and very grave in his words and geſture. was taken by me to be one of 
ſome Quality, 1 brought him all along the Entry to the door of Cranes 
Chamber, and bidding him go boldly in, I return d to my own affairs. In a moſt 
humble poſture he ſtooped to Clerantes, and ſaid unto bim, Sir, The extreme 
Deſire which J have to do you ſervice, joyned wich that to ſee my ſelf deliye- 
red from the perſecutions of ſome of my Kinred, doth cauſe me to come hither, 
to beſeech you to receive me under the wings of your Protection, in ranking 
me in the number of your Seryants. I demand neither gage nor recompence, 
if I have but my life it is ſufficient £1 can promiſe you I ſhall be able to perform 
thoſe good which you cannot expect from others. Sir, I am licenſed 
in the Laws, and one of the Kings Advocats, and I underſtand good Let- 
ters ſo well, as to ſerve my turn on all occaſions. Moreover, I have Courage 
enough, 
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enough, and if neceſſity ſhall require me to take the Sword into my hand, I 
will acquit my ſelf as well as any Gentleman in your ſervice. Clerantes re- 
plyed, | have not the leiſure to ſpeak unto you now, but I thank you for the 
good will you have to ſerve me; if my Family had not its full number and 
charge of Officers, I ſhould imploy you in the beſt way I could. The man 
heariap this refuſal with ſtaring eyes made anſwer to him, If you knew my Ver- 
tue, you would be fo far from making a difficulty to entertain me, that you would 
increac me your ſelf to be one of the number of your Family, but I perceive you 
deſerve not to be attended by ſuch a Man as I am. Thoſe outragious words pro- 
voking Clerantes, he commanded thoſe who were about him to take him away 
by force. They took hi · m by the Arm to turn him out of doors, but they could 
not get him thither, ſo that Cleraautes commanded them to let him alone. Being 
at liberty, he ſar down in a cha r & having a little while kept ſilenc, & uſed ſome 
extravagant geſtures, he thus madly expreſſed himſelf To thee it is chat I would 
declare my ſelf,magmticen: Signior. and ſpeak unto thee three words. as long as 
the way from Orleans to Pau: Thuu k noweſt well enough that the Fire which 
ita Dew mounreth on high, doch euviron the head of the Antiperstaſis of thy 
Renown, and that the Serpent Python, who covered all the Earth, inſomuch 
that the Maſons bad no room to build any more houſes, was ſlain by quiver- 
beating Ap O the great and fatal blow ! T he Crowes for joy did dance to 
the Sound of the Hoboyes, and che three Halberdiers who were their Leaders, 
did play on the Cymbal, to pleaſe che Hares of the Hills. As for thee, my II- 
luſtrious, che Antbrorphey: do the great wrong, and the Elementary fire 
ſhall never quench thy thirſt, although thy Phyſician with a noſe as red as a 
Lobſter doth pericribe thee to flea an Eel by the tail, and to roſt it againſt the 
Wind wich the end of a great Log that ſhall go directly into Germany to pro- 
teſt unto the Proteſtants that Chitterlings do fly like a Tortoiſe; and that on 
the year paſſed we ſhall ſee the Water of Scise ſold more cheap than the blood 
ofa Buſlock. Having ended this goodly Speech, he did begin to laugh as loud 
as poſlibly he could, and you may believe that thoſe who heard him did not 
forget to doe the like, but Clrrantes Chamberlain did laugh more loud 
than any, which the Advocate perceived, and having given him two or three 
ſound blowes with his fit, he ſaid unto him, Canſt thou not hold thy Peace 
thou ignorant? Doſt thou think 1 came hicher to make thee laugh? Hold 
your peace all of you, ſaid ( ſerantes, I obſerve he hath ſome buſineſſe of im- 
porcance to declare unto me. I will relate utito you a little Fable, ſaid he, 
which ſteals into my Fancy from the backward ſhop of my Brain, The Ca- 
cochymick /-p hath nothing of it. The Eagle more mindfull of Prey than 
Honour, did one day mootch from the Thunder which lame can had made; 
as crooked as himſeli. for Almighty Iapiter. A very fool the Eagle was to 
commit ſo great an overſiglic , for every one did honour him before as the 
bearer of thoſe Arms with which that great God doth puniſh all offences, but 
he took more pleaſure to be at freedom, and plunder the Inhabitants of rhe 
Air. Jepiter being angry took two Pigeons , and did prefer them to the 
ſame Office in which the Eagle was. This is enough Gentlemen to inform 
you, that che Court ſhall know if ic pleaſeth. that my cauſe is right enough, 
it being grounded upon an Hypothefis, It was Saturn himſelf who played 
bis part on my fide when he was a Sergeant; There came a great Thunderbolt 
which troudled all things. The Sun fell into the Sea with fifty Stars who 
were his Pages. They drank fo deep, that in the twinkling of an eye you might 
ſee them lye all dry upon the Sands, which is the place from whence ever 
ſince we have received their light. After that I threw my hat amongſt the 

Stones, and I know not what is become of it, or any thing elſe. 
In the p irſute of this humour he did (peak a thouſand times without reaſon, 
by which it was perceived that he had a troubled brain. CIerantes concei- 
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ving that I was he who brought him to his Chamber, did imagine I had done 
it to give content unto him; having called me, he underſtood chat I knew no- 
thing of the diſtraction of the Man. But to put the Advocate in a good hu- 
mour , Icauſed all thoſe idle fellowes to depart the room, who did too much 
incenſe him with their petulancies ; I did ſpeak friendly and pleaſantly unto 
him, and giving him reſpect, I did ſeem to a dmire his words, which did invite 
him to return as pleaſing words to me, and I did put on ſo diſcreet a Reſtraint 
that I did not ſeem to laugh at all. 

On the ſame day there came certain men to demand him, his Servants 
brought them to Clerant es, to whom they declared that he was their Kinſman, 
and had a troubled Spirit for the grief he received in the loſſe of all his eſtate , 
being overthrown by his Adverſary in a Sute of Law, and that in charity they 

would provide for him in their own houſes, although he bad done them 

| great miſchief in the violent fits of his diſtempers. I will eaſe you of that 
trouble, ſaid C lerantes, he is come to offer himſelf to me, I have a deſire to 
retain him, and give him good uſe. His Kinſmen being glad to be diſcharged 
of him, did leave him with Clerantes, who immediatly did give him th: nate 
of Colimet, and commanded that he ſhould be apparalled like a Gengle- 
man. 

There paſſed away ſome Weeks before he fell into his exceſſe of madneſſe, 
and during that time he would deliver bimſelf very acutely, and ſometimes ve- 
ry eloquently, although to ſpeak the truth he was always extravagant in his 
Diſcourſe. The prohibition which was given to all the Servants not to in- 
cenſe him by their provoking words, was the cauſe that he did not leap into his 
rages, nor become ſo miſchie vous, as he, and others of his diſtemper are ac- 
euſtomed to be: One could not but receive contentment in his Company, and 
there was not any man of quality who came unto the houſe, but would be glad 
ſometimes to liſten to him, and to ſec him perform ſeme pleaſant actions. 

I was his only Governour, he called me good Maſter, and C/:rantes good 
Lord, When I would touch any one to the quick , I would by one artifice or 
other diſcover his vices to him, of which he would afterwards upon any occa- 
ſion give ſo lively a Character, that many who heard him diſcourſe ſo to the 
purpoſe, would believe that he was not out of his wits, but counterfeited. 

In his youth he had ſo clear a Spirit, that the marks thereof did fill remain. 
Sometimes he would give admirable anſwers without any inſtructions of mine. 
Having heard us to ſpeak of a Signior who was baffled in his reputation, and 
yet was accounted by ſome to de an affable and a courteous man, he mantain- 
ed, that be was the moſt diſcourteous man in the World, the reaſon being 
demanded, he ſaid, that the day before he obſerved him to be fo incivil, that 
he would not go out of the way to give his Brother the upper hand, who, to 
bis knowledge, was more aged, and more deſerving than himſelf. It being told 
him that he miſtook, for that — had no Brother at all. He made anſwer, 
I do know be hath many Brothers, and he that paſſed by him was one of 
them, he was one of the gallanteſt Aſſes that ever I ſaw. Another time as 
we were making a motion to play at dice, he ſaid he would not play againſt 
the Signior, becauſe he always carryed an Ace under his Doublet. Having 
met him one day in the Lowvre he approached to him, and gave him hay out 
of his Pocket. The > turning to him, and asking him what he did mean 
by it, Make much of that which I give you, ſaid Collinet, it will prove good 
food for thee in time of neceſſity. The Signior was ſo full of Honour that he 
would not be angry, but did turn it into laughter: But not long afterwards in- 
tending to be revenged of him, be called him to him, and did command him to 
hold his Fauchion for him a little while. Coliner having drawn it, The Sig- 
mor took it out of his hand, and did put his foot upon the blade, as if he would 
have broken it, Whereupon Cofner cryed out, Behold Gentlemen the — 
miracle 
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miracle which is done to my Sword, I brought it hither without any Hilts, or 
defendſive guard at all, and now, lee, they have put the greateſt Aſſe unto it 
inthe world. Diverſe Gentlemen at that cry did run thither, which was the 
cauſe that the Gentleman who took the Sword from him, did leave it with him, 
and departed ia a great confuſion , being reſolved to aſſault him no more, be- 
cauſe his replyes were ſo ſharp and poynant. 

As we were ſpeaking one day of a Woman, who every day did inlarge her 
Husbands horus, be made athoaſand conceits upon it. He ſaid, that ſhe 
ought to be afraid leſt he ſhould gore ber wich the Arms of his Head when 
he was offended at ber: And as for himſelf, he might have buſineſſe enough 
to find Hats that would fic his Head ; and that he ought to make his doors 
higher to enter therein with eaſe, and without ſtooping, And but obſerve his 
ſubtilty , He faid that Aeon had Horns, not becauſe he ſaw Diana naked, 
but they came to that Cuckold becauſe he had not the curioſity oftentimes to 
behold his own Wife naked. He underſtood that a light Huſwife had a Child, 
for which no Father could be found: You are to conſider, ſaid he, that ſhe 
hath been in the Army, and her Champions having all drawn in her defence, 
ſhe knows not in che ſcuffle who it was that gave her the blow. He compared 
her alſo to one who had pricked his hand by touching thorns , and could not 
tell in the whole buſh which was tbe thorn did hurt him. Having heard of a- 
nother Girl who was great with Child, and no Man could tell who was the 
Father of ir, You may be ſure, ſaid he, that ſhe is Helena, and ſhe is great 
with child by Pars. 

Hearing us to ſpeak of noRurnal pollutions, He faid, we were puniſhed by 
the night, for lying on our backs. C lerantes running at the ring, at the Royal 
Palace, ſome who were preſent did ſay he did run with ſo much ſpeed, that he 
did leave the wind behind him, That may be true enough, if I may give the ex» 
plication of it, ſaid Colliner, Without all doubt my Maſters Horſe did break 
wind when he was running in the Liſt. Sometimes he would undertake to 
make verſes, as you know that poetry and madneſſe are near of kin: He reci- 
ted his Verles to a Gentleman who came often ta Clerantes houſe 5 and under- 
ſtanding that he was to marry he offered to make the Epithalamy. The Gen- 
tleman meeting him not long afterwards, ſaid unto him, Oh Maſter Coliner, 
How doth yovr Muſe,you told me you would pipe ſomething at my Wedding; 
Pipe, ſaid be, Upon my Faith, you and I can boch of us mate one good inſtru- 
ment; You ſhall provide the Horn, and I the Pipe, and of that you may make 
a Hornpipe. The Gentleman who had hardly been married three days, was ve- 
ry angry to hear himſelf ſo ſoon called Cuckold, and was much abaſhed at it. 

Not long before | made mention to you of Aelibeus who. loved gentle Di an. 
He came often toC ſer antes and although be would fain be in favour with me, 
could not endure him, when I remembred how he traverſd me in my ſirſt Loves, 
which came often into my mind, with an infinite number of jor Ae | 
thoughts;for you know. the fiiſt impreſſi ons will never be forgotten. I oſten 
ſpake to Celinet of him, ſo that he did abuſe him more than any other, whereac 
Clerantes took great pleaſure, for Melibeus was accounted hut a Buffon at the 
Court, and he muſt ſpeak to out Madman whether — no, or otherwiſe 
he would have played upon him. Their diſcourſes were filled with Injuries and 
extravagant reproaches, a to their ſeveral ſubjeſta ; it will be too 
difficult to give you an account of them in parti I ſhall only relate unto 
you the moſt lively and pleaſing paſſage: | ren; 
who were one of them almoſt as wiſe ast 
Clerantes Table, they cauſed Colliner to fic byi 
ether. Cellinet ſpake whatſoever he con to Helibess, to which 


; C ollinet 


be would give him no an- 
(wer 


id anſwer very coldly , being then in 94 x melancholy humour than ordi- 
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nary. Dinner being end 
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ſwer did quit the Company. and retired himſelf into his own Chamber,where 


all the day afterwards he was conſtrained to do Penance, - becauſe he was not 


mitted to come down into the Hall, as long as his Maſter was there preſent, 
vidg not 2 days before come down into the Kitchin, and beaten there a little 
Page whom his Maſter loved very dearly. Aelibeus being adviſed of it, would 
call him to an account for ſome aftronts which he had given him, and thoughe 
now was the time to put his Revenge into execution, he therefore coming up 


the ſtairs over the Hall, where his Chamber was, did pinch him on the 


arms, and tweak d him by che noſe , and did ſpeak unto him ſuch opprobrious 
words, that he took a good Cudgel in his band, and began to charge him 
home with it. Melibeu, who had nothing to defend bimſelf, did conceive 
that his ſureſt Courſe was co take his Farewell of the Chamber, and to 
run away: Therefore to teſtifie his ſpeed, he leaped down the Stairs three by 
three, but Collinet purſued him, and at every leap did overtake him with a 
ſouud blow, either on his head or on his ſhoulders. When he was almoſt at 
the Bottom of the ſtairs he made a little pauſe, and wich his hat in his hand, 
making a moſt humble Reverence, he ſaid unto him, Sir, I do beſeech you 
to excuſe me, that I doe not wayt upon you to the Foot of che Stairs, be- 
cauſe I am forbidden to paſſe any further ; otherwiſe you may aſſure your 
ſelf, I would expreſſe my elf moſt diligent in my attendance on you. Ha- 
ving ſpoke thoſe words, he returned into his Chamber, and Melibeus did 
make as much haſt down as before, without the leaſt regard unto the 
Complement of Collinet. It grieved me nor at all to fee Melibeus ſo in- 
treated: and becauſe he appeared to be in a good humor, Coliver his 
Enemy being gone, I defired him to repeat by heart thoſe Comple« 
ments which heretofore he had uſed to Diana. He had not forgot one 
of them 5 and becauſe he wout#%aRt them with the greater grace, 2 
ſed Clerantes Page to ſit down to perſonate the part of Diana, and did 
court him in the very ſame Complements : And if at any time he fai- 
led , or extravagantly did proceed, following the Caprichiouſneſſe of bis 
own Fancy, I did demonſtrate ro him how he ought to ſpeak it, and did 
act his part for him. elta, did ſwell with deſpite, ro ſee how I did 
play upon him for his old Love, but he durſt not return a word, becauſe 
obſerved it was agreeable to Cleraxteri At · the laſt, being able no 
more to endure our Scoffs, he by little and little did withdraw himſelf from 
our Company, aad catne go more unto us. | | 

Behold how Collinet here had aſſiſted me to take vengeance of a 
Many who, to ſpeak the truth, had offended me in the moſt ſenſible 
part af my Soul- This Fool, who had fo many Rational Intervalls, 
was profitable to me in many other things. He ſometimes would diſ- 
courſe oſ things which would ferve us as good Counſel in our moſt impor» 
tant affairs, accordingly as it isſaid, That Wiſe men learn oftentimes m:re of 
Foels , than Fools can know to learn of Wiſe men; Who will deny but chat his 
words: were Oracles, when he ſhall underſtand what I am now — to ac- 
count unto you'd | a * | ' } 
One day — the Chamber of C/eranter, having obſerved a flatte- 
ring Courtier 4 d his Maſter wick humble Tatreatics, to do a 
Goupteſie for him which lay in'his*poiver to perform, Ie took a Bisket 
ant af his Pocket, r Dogg that was in the Chamber; 
The Dogg did teap- upon him; did lick Ma, and did ſhake his tayl, and 

ſeemed to demand the bread of him. But he did fit up bis Arm as high 

he eoutd, and with an extrübagant Voice, cried out, Whit! You Won 
baus me give it you, would you ? You ſhalt not ha ve it. Give it him Calli 
ae ſaid lena, who loo qu chem, for he hatꝭ deſerved ic by his obſe- 
quiouſaeſſe. I imitate 700 Sir, Signior Clerantest imitate you; ſaid Colliner, 
| jy a In 
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In what do you imitate me, (aid Clerantesꝰ In this, replyed Colinet, that you 
muſt be intreated and flatrer'd, before you will grant that Man what he would 
have, who naw ſpeaketh to you. It is a great pleaſure that you rake to ſee 
your ſelf importuned ; I am of adviſe that you ought not too ſoon to be de- 
prived of that pleafure. The Means we maſt uſe to maintain it, is not to give 
that which is demanded of us, or at leaſt to bold off the Petitioners as long as 
civilly we can; After we have once granted them their deſire, they will court 
us no longer, as 1 will ſhew unto you by Example. Having ſpoke thoſe 
words, he threw the Bisket to the Dogg, who did run under the Bed to eat it, 
which being done, he came back again to Collinet to demand more. He re- 
turns, faid Clerantes, to make much of you again, you do wrong to accuſe him 
of Ingratitude, After he knows that I have no more to give him, he will 
leave me I will warrant you, ſaid Cellimer; And ſpeaking thoſe words, he 
kicked him with his foot, which made him run away , and he return'd no 
more to make much of him again, although he often call's him to him. 
Obſerve now, ſaid Collinet, all thoſe petitioning people who come to wait 
upon you, they are all of the humor of your Dogg, therefore take heed of 
them. Thus Collinet was the Cauſe that his Maſter , underſtanding that 
Fools do ordinarily Propheſie, did make much of his advertiſement, and be- 
came afterwards an extraordinary Husband. 

At that time the Troubles began again in France. C lerantes was amongſt 
the Principals of one Party which cauſed many to be much diſcontented at it; 
Collinet was not well pleaſed neither with the Warr to which Clerames was 
inforced to go; He therefore diſcovered to Clerantes what he thought of it, 
as he came out of a Chamber, being called thithet to Counſel by ſome Per- 
ſonages of eminent Quality. My good Lord ( faid he) Theſe Counſellors 
are all Men of the Long Robe, they never iaw any battels, but in Pictures, of 
in Books ; If they were worth any thing, they would never perſwade you as 
they do, to eſchew'Peace. Do they know the Deſolations which do follow the 
events of a Battel > one hath his Arm ſhor off, another hath his Head cloven 
aſtunder , others are trampled under the Feet of the Horſes, and many die, 
being mad with Rape. 1 repreſent this unto you, becauſe I believe you ate no 
more experienced than themfelves in the affairs of Warr. You are not to be 
blamed, if you refuſe to aſſiſt in this Service of the Warr ; for what Glory is 
therein it? The braveſt Man in the world is oftentimes laid on che Ground by 
a Buffet from a Musket, which peradventure ſome Coward did ſhoot to begin 
his Apprenciſhip in the War. If Ceſar, Alexander, Amadis de Gaul, or C har- 
lemain did live in theſe days, they would not engage themſelves fo willfully 
as heretofore they did. Their ſubjects alſo having need of their perſons, 
would diſſwade them from adventuring themſelves in ſuch deſperate en- 
counters. For my ſelf, 1 delight not in Murder, and had rather be prefent 
at the Death of Pullers than of Men; Let us therefore return to Parw, and 
make good chear? It is better to ſee Broaches than Pikes, and Pots than 
Drums, and the Utenſils of a Kirchin, than the Utenſils #r- Your Im- 
ployment muſt be, to ſee if the Canons be well mounted ; If the Tro 
of Horſe be well quartered; but in Pari your March is only to ſee hand ſon 
Ladies with whom delightfully 7 may paſſe away your time. 

Although thet ** _ SD 9 o Fauphter at that 
prefenty yer afterwards he made profit of it, ## of a 'advertiſemeti 
which Heaven did ſend urito bab a Mann the midſt of his Ma dpeſſt, and 
approved of what he did allege; ax if they had been the pregrunteft Reaſons of 
the profoundeſt Philoſopbers in the woriſ 7 * 7 . * $6.o 4 - 

Peace being male ire returned to Paris, where Clerart iddrefſing Kit 
felf to the fair, and the fair-ſpoken Lacy, he did find in her bre | 
. charms than ever; and was ſo ſtrongly enamonr'l of her, tat he never de- 
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deparced out of her houſe. One day be took with him Collinet, having put him 
into a frolick humour, by the means of two or three glaſſes of Wine which he 
had cauſed him to drink more than ordinary. 

Collinet did ſometimes behold her beauty, which infinitly did pleaſe him, 
and ſometimes he would look upon his Maſter who fill did conſtantly gaze 
upon her: At the laſt be obſerved that his Maſter did caſt down his eys on Lu- 
cies Breaſts, to ſee her Paps between the ſmall openings of her Handkerchief, 
which did inflame him with a vehement defire. Colincr taking more notice of 
it, did take a pair of Cizers from che Chambermaid that waiced on her, and 
gently approaching unto Lacy did cut the ſtrings with which the Handkerchiet 
was made faſt, and took it from her. She turned to him to reprove him for 
his impudence , but he immediatly did preveat here, and (aid, You do much 
wrong to my Maſter, to conceal that from him which he hath ſo great a deſire 
to behold , let him look his fill; and if you will be perſwaded by me, you 
may permit him alſo to touch your Breaſts. You ſee, ſaid Clerantes, I cannot 
fail for an Advocate, my cauſe is ſo good, that it is even able to defend it ſelf, 
nevertheleſſe I am not aflured to gain it, becauſe you are both the Judge and 
the party that is intereſted alſo. know not what to think of it, 1aid Lucy, for 
your Advocat doth ule a rude violence with his Hands, and no ſmooth per- 
iwaſion with his Tongue. Cleravtes obſerving that Lucy was not contented 
with that action, did whiſper her in the ear, and acquainted her with his bu- 
mour, which greateſt Princes do pardon in ſuch perſons, without taking ex- 
ception at what is done. In a moment ſhe was appeaſed, and ſermed glad to 
have the Company of Collinet, of whom from diverſe perſons ſhe had heard 
much before. Clerantes deſiring to make her merry with him, did command 
him to begin ſome diſcourſe to entertain the Company. Having ſeated him- 
ſelf in a Chair he immediatly began in this manner, wich admirable. action and 
rouling of his eyes. Lady, your Merit which ſhines like the Lantern of for- 
getfulneſſe, is ſo able to obſcure the Ecclipſe of the morning, which begins to 
appear in the Hemiſpere of che Lycanthropy , that there is not a Gentleman 
in all the Court, who will not be content to be curld by the Northern wind to 
pleaſe you. Your Complexion doth ſurpaſſe the Onions in redneſſe. Your 
Hair is as yellow as the excrement of a young Infant. Your Teeth which are 
not one of them taken out of the Carmelins ſhop, do ſeem ty be made of the 
Shoeing Horn of ſome great Prince. Your Mouth doth open and ſhut like a 
Trunk. To be ſhort, Pheb being at Supper at Coifles, and to pay ſix Piſtols 
for his Ordinary, doth not eat better Paſties made of Chitterlings than thoſe 
which I do taſt of. And as Achiler did draw the Son of Priam about the walls 
of Trey, fo doth the Court drag me to be inſtalled in her favour: hut I will 
beat her ſoundly for it with the Brims of my Hat, although ſhe better doth 
deſerve to be ſtrappadoed. 

I know not what you make account to doe, ſaid C/-yentes, Tell me Colliner, 
Did not you aſſay to diſcourſe upon the perfections of Madamoifelle? why do 
you not perfect what you undertook? I am going about it, ſaid he, Go too 
then. Fair Nymph, fince | muſt praiſe you , L will tell you that you have cap- 
tived me; it is ſafficient : for you ſhall never captive me again, although you 
had as many attractions about you as be Oranges in Normandy. Alas I muſt 

_ confeſſe all, or my heart will break. The Devil take you to advance his pa- 
trimony, if (Lady) L am not more amorous of you than a Beggar of his Wal 
let; when I ſee you I am raviſhed as a Hog that is piſſing in a Stye. If 
you pleaſe, in ſpite of Rowland and Sacripant you ſhall be my Angelica, and I 
will be your Medor, for there is no doubt but the greateſt part of the Courti · 
ers are more beaſts than the beaſt; that carry chem. They do not imploy them- 
ſelves at all, not ſo much as in one exerciſe of virtue, they do not hing elſe but 
rhrow three or four ſquare bones upon a Table; and I have not yet jpoke pt 


Lib. 4. Of Francion. 
The other day with a pair ot ſpectacles of Amſterdam Idiſcovered as far as the 
Iſle where all the Souls of thole diſſolute fellows go which are metamorphoſed 
into horrible Monſters. As for the Ladies, they cauſe themielves to be tickled 
and tickled again, without dreaming of Repentance, they are laid on their 
backs in the inner Chambers, and the outward Chambers, and in the Garrets, 
and never think how hard the Plancher is; and they thruſt in ſomething, I 
know not what it is, under their Coats, It is their Busk that I doe mean. 

This goodly Pariegyrick was concluded with this Song, So long you goe 
ſweet Guilmott, and with that, you ſpoil me there with Pimpalo, which he ſung 
with ſo loud a throat, and made ſo diſmal a noiſe, that he made (ler antes 
deaf, who commanded him to entertain the Company with a more civil re- 
ſpet ; Whereupon he began to talk again at random, and intermingled his 
diſcourſe with ſome truths that had relation to the Court, which made all the 
Company to laugh outright. In the mean time there came in a man cloathed 
in black Sattin, who was not well pleaſed at the affronts which Col:ner had 
put upon him, for he told Lucy that he had a Face which repreſented ſome 
antient Medal of a Cuckold, and that his Noſe was made like a Tray; where- 
fore he took Co!liner aſide by himſelf, and whiſpered him in his ear 
that Cl/crantes might not hear him. Maſter Madman, you counterſeit your 
ſelf ro be out of your wits , but if you meddle with mel will have you ſoundly 
whipped into your Senſes again, It was well for him that having ſpoken thoſe 
words he immediatly departed the Room, for otherwiſe Coliuat who began 
to grow into a great choler would have done him a ſhrewd turn. On his re- 
turn he did give me a faithfull account of his adventures, which I ſuddenly ap- 

rehended, and making mention of the Gentleman in black, L found that he was 

Falt of bitterneſſe and libell. I promiſed him upon my faith that I would take 
his Cauſe into my protection, and be fully revenged of his-Enemy, although 
I did not then know who it was. And juſt as I could wiſh t, walking one 
Evening in the Stregt with my Train about me, whereof Ceſlinet was one, I 

rceived a far off one of the Treaſurers who not long before had detained 

Nom me the moyety of a Sum which I was to receive, and to requite him ac- 
cording to his deſerts, I did ſhew him to Collinet, and told him that undoub- 
redly be was the Man who had affronted him in Zzcjes. houſe He who 
did believe me, did ſuddenly arm himſelf, taking two Eggs from a 
Chandler at the next door, which he did thow at. his ce, and ſpoiled 
his worſhipfull Pickadilly , which was ſet forth like a Peaceeks tail. More- 
over, he gave bim fix or ſeayen ſound blowes on the Noſe, which made 
him bleed like a Bullock. I paſſed directly on without ſo much as looking be» 
hind me, that no man might conceive I had any, hand in the Tumult. My 
Lackeys did not then follow me io clole as they were accuſtomed, they all im- 

loyed themſelves to aſſiſt Collinet, againſt whom the Treaſurer took the re- 
ſolddon to revenge the indignity he had received, th aſſaplted him with 
their Batoons, whiles our Madman reſting himſelſelf did look upon them, and 
ſaid, you will not threaten to whip one any more? Do ygu remember it Ma- 
ſter Villain. The Citizens who kney the Treaſurer did aſſemble themſelves te 
reſcue him from the Lackeys, who (to avoid their fury which bad armed them 

with ruſty Halberds ) did ay unto them, Gentlemen, that diſhoneſt man did 

abuſe one of Cler antes Gentlemen, It is he whom you ſee yonder; yes for- 

ſoorh, hid Colinet , I am a 8 belonging to Cleraptes ; At the name 

of Clerantes they all made a ſtop, and my little yourhs one aftet another did 

eſcage away, leaving their Enemy covered with blood. 

I made uſe alſo ofColiner to puniſh many other anworthy fellows who in vain 

addreſſed themſelves afterwards to Clerantes to make their Complaints of him, 
who gave them no other anſwer, but that they muſt not regard the actions of 

a Madman. There was one who told him once in a reproving way — admo- 

nifhment; 
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the expreſſions of true Lovers. I come now to tell you the Contents of the 
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niſhment, that be ought to keep him locked up in his houſe, that he might no 
more affront thoſe whom he met in the ſtreet. I at that time was preſent, and 
obſerving that C lerantes did not like that Counſel, and made a pauſe to conſi - 
der what anſwer to return unto it, I ſaid unto him, Sir, What ſoever they al- 
lege, Shut not up your Madman until che People are become witer, he is of 
marvellous u e to tame the pride of ſo many vile Spirits as are now in France, 
whom he knows by a certain Inſtinct which Nature bath imprinted in him. 
Clerantes approving my Reaſons , neglected the advice which was given him, 
and t ellinet more than ever did jut ic in the ſtreets, being 16 richly apparrel- 
le, that he was taken for ſome Baron, but the people were never more a- 
mazed to fee him, than when ſometimes he ravingly would fall into the Cen- 
ter of his Follies. 

At that time the Allurements of Lucy had more and more inthralled the 
heart of Clerantes, and inforced him to ſeek out a Remedy; and becauſe he 
underſtood that I was well practiſed in the Art of Love, he was willing to diſ- 
cover his pa ſſion unto me, which I did perceive before. He told me that he 
had a Deſire to imploy me in that affair, and did more eſteem of my particular 
Merit, than of all the Men in the World; And that he would not imitate the 
greateſt part of the Court, who were accuſtomed to put ſuch affairs into che 
hands ot the moſt Ignorant and abjeR perſons : for he knew that it was ne- 
ceſſary to be provided with a Man of an extraordinary undetſtanding for the 
carrying on of ſuch an enter prize, and that Lovers ought to eſteem̃ thoſe as 
their tutelar Gods, who do procure t hem to arrive at the happineſſe they doe 
ſo much deſire. 

This Diſcourſe which tended to my advantage, did invite me to promiſe to 
be aſſiſtant to bim in all things, for my heart panted after nothing more than 
thoſe ſweet Pleaſures, with which 1 was glad to ſee him fo much poſſeſſed : 
But Luc) had a Gentlewotnan that followed her, called Florence, who was ſu- 
peclatively beautifull, whom i moſt paſſionately loved, which cauſed me to 
take a great delight to go oftentimes unto her Miſtreſſes houſe with an inten- 
tion only to look on her. In my judgement ſhe had farre more temptations 
than her Miſtreſſe, who was but black in Compariſon of her. I know not 
what Lucy did think of it, unleſſe ſhe truſted altogerher on the charms 
and the enticements of her own Spiric, which indeed were capable e- 
nough to cauſe her as bigbly to be eſteemed by thoſe who did ſpeak unto 
them both together. | 3 | 

Icounſelled Clerantes to go no more to Luc), until ſhe was willing to grant 
unto him che favour he deſired, becauſe to preſerve his Reputation in the eye 
of the world, he ought to diſcover as little as poſſibly he could of the Impers- 
feQion ol bis Love, ſecing the ſottiſnneſſe of Men is ſo great. that they all run 
on chat Bias which they ought not to do, and believe that che viſible marks of 
a gallant Spirit, are thoſe of a deformed One. "dA 

He did not conttadict what I ſaid, for I was his only Oracle, and mauper 
all the Men oi the World, he was determined alwayes to follow my Countfls. 
Having therefore reſolved to deprive bimſelf tor a certain time of the fre- 
quentation uf Lacie Company, the Queſtion was to find Expedięnts io ma- 
Lifeſt his _ unto her, which as yet he had not done. He thought it re- 
quiſite to fend a Letter of Love unto her, which he gave me Commiſſion. to 
dictate ſor him; for ( not to flatter bim) his diſcourſe was not poliſlied e- 
nough for Lucy, whole Spirit was Politeneſſe it ſelf; I told him that I would 

draw up his Letter in ſuch a faſhion, that in addreſſing himſelt co his Mi 
treſſe, his greatneſſe ſhould receive no blemiſh, for he ſhould ſhew a Spirit. 
more frolick than {g#ious, it being not expedient that he ſhould deſcend fo 
low, as to make apparent the tranſportations which are commonly found in 


Letter. If 
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If your beauties Were not extremely abſolute , you (hould never have the power 
to have ſurrrized me , becauſe I have made a vow topreſerve my liberty entire. 
Hnderſtand (Rare Mervail) the advantage you have purchaſed, and give thanks 
te ver merit fer it. C onſider that the Gods have not gi dea ci the Prevogative 
to in flame all hearts with love, wit haut 8 the leaſt park fire in your o 
dare ſay they ſhould be unjuſt in ſo going. To what intent ſhould they beſtow up- 
on yer many perfect ions, if they (ſhould unt teach you hom to make 7 of them? 
ſt 'would be only to torment Mertals , in ſhewing them the chief work of their 
hands, and taking from them the hope to poſſeſſe it, after 11 bath filled them with: 
a werd of deſires, Be not cruel to yoar [-If, in loſing that time which yen may in 

floy to yeur greateſt advantage. Ton have mid: ne love at get, but in wards-anly, 
begin it now in eſfets with me, who breath after the happineſs that you ſhould taks 
that reſolution; you will taſt of new delights , which it i poſſible. you baue not yet 
thought of , becauſe as yet you have not had the experience them. We will paſſe 

away the days in wbraces and kiſſes, you (hall receive'from me theſe bommages 
which ſhall fill you with glory and pleaſure ; I willſe.w my (elf ſa ready, and ſo 
able to render you the greateſt ſervices which a Lauer paſſibly can promiſe , that 
yas ſhall receive me content than your imagination can propo und unto you ſelf. 

Follow my counſel dear Lucy, the light of my eyes, Reſolve ic %, I ad ſe gau, 

and make an aſſay of the pleaſures of Love, and ſet a guard ys mare. unjrofitably 


on the preſents of Nature. If yin bad but the leaſt knowledge of the ajfeition - 
which I da bear unto cn, I doubt ner but you Would make choite of mt te make . 


Jon ſenſib le what are thoſe pleaſures of Which I do ſpeak unte your, 


With this Letter I fent alſo a Copy of Verſes to her,which-ſo ligely did repre- | 


ſent the delights of Love, that the devouteſt Woman in the World would have 
been moved, when ſhe did read them, with the titillatiom af the fleſh... 1 leaye 
it to you to judge if this gallant young Lady were not touched with them; ſhe 
did bite her Lips in pronouncing the words ſoftly to herſelf, (@metimes ſhe 
would ſmile, and her eyes would ſparkle with a ſudden tranſportation. I who 
obſerved all her actions, took great pleaſure to behold her , believing ſhe 
would return ſome favourable aniwer to Clerantes; but inſtead of doing it ſhe 
turned it all co ſport, and took not the Pen in her hand to write back an anſwer 
unto her Lover. Nevertheleſſe the greatly eſteemed what he had ſent her, and 
did commend it for a very good piece, and knowing by the-ſtile that it was 
none of his own, ſhe ſtrongly conjeRured that I wes the Author, and loved 
me inſtead of loving him who breathed forth ſo many fighs for her, and ſaid 
uno her ſelf, Since Clerawes bath not the wit to repreſent unto me himſelf 
che pleaſure; of Love, it is a true ſign that he cannot make me to caſt of them. 
As 2 Fr incion, whole ſtrain hath traced t hem out unto me, I believe he un- 
derſtands better what is to be done. The proofs which I ſee of his Civilicy do 
idHaiccly attract me. By thoſe things which happened afterwards, I preſume 
that ſhe thus diſputed within her ſelt. 
Her Intention was afterwards diſcovered to me, when ſpeaking to her of 

C lerantes, Why Francion ( ſaid ſhe ) and laughed, Have you made a vow to 
Heaven to ſpeak never for your (elf, but to procure good to others altogether? 
No, Lady, I aſſure you (I made anſwer ) It wete a great folly for me to look 
on the fair Mark which my imperfections tell me I muſt never look to hit. 
There is no place ſo high, or ſo retired ( replyed ſhe ) in which you may not 
be made molt welcome, if you have a deſire unto it. If I have a deſire to be 
entertained in your favour (aid 1) ſhall} hope to arrive to the Butt of my 
deſign? Qh God ( ſhe anſwered: ) do not ſpeak of me, I muſt not put my 
ſeli tor an example, I am none of thoſe marvellous beauties which have that 
worth in them to attract your affections. * 

Although ſhe diſſembled her defires, | perceived well enou 
did tend, and fo gallantly I did aſſault her, that at the laſt 

It 
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ſelf, and confeſſed to me, that ſhe reſerved for me that good will, which 1 
deſired for another. Although I was not ſo paſſionare for her as for Florence, 

et finding an occaſion to enjoy a pretious and a ripe contentment , I did tic 
kle my ſelt, and perſwading my ſelf to believe that ſhe was more beautifull by 
far than ever before ſhe ſeemed unto me to be, I with my own hand did 
wound my own heart for her. ; 0 Th 

1 followed her ſo cloſe, that one Evening finding my felf all alone with ber 
in her Chamber, ſhe gave me free permiſſion that I ſhould kifſe her, and kiſſe 
her again, and ſhew unto her how judicious was the election which ſhe had 
made of me to be her Servant, and having the opportunity to begin that ſweet 
exerciſe , we greedily did make uſe of it. 

If ſome ſevere Cenſurer ſhould now hear me, he would ſay that I was perfi- 
dious to play the wanton with her, having promiſed Clerantes to gain her 
good will for him : but what a ſottiſhneſſe were this; for if | ſhould let ſlip ſo 
rare an occaſion, I ſhould have deſerved to have been mocked by all the world. 
My own pleaſure oupht to be more near unto me, and I am to be more ſenſi- 
ble of it, than of the pleaſures of another. | 

You do believe (I do aſſure my ſelf) that the familiarity which I had with 
Lncy did take me off from courting any more her beautifull Servant, but you 
are infinitely deceived, for I loved her ſtill more paſſionately than I am able 
to expreſle , and in whatſoever place I did meet her, I did not fail to teſtifie as 
much unto her. Her gentle heart was at laſt overcome by my ſubmiſſions, and. 
by the Preſents which in ſecret I gave unto her; Nevertheleſſe we could nei- 
ther of us find the opportunity to ſolace our ſelves, becauſe ſhe never ſtirred 
from her Miſtreſſe. 

Heaven one day ſo ordained it for my happineſſe, that Zzey entertained 
ſome of her Kinred in her chamber, who continued with her many hours. [ 
was juſt come within her doors, when beholding Florence upon the Stairs, ſhe 
called me up to her Wardrop, where I kiſſed her at my own leiſure ; I rhrew 
her onthe Bed, and prevailed fo far, that I proceeded further. But chance 
did turn, and the Deſtinies immediatly did ſhew themſelves to be unpleaſed 
with me; Lacy having a defire to withdraw her ſelf a little upon ſome private 
occaſi ons, did go out of her Chamber, and came into the Wardrop, where we 
were, having opened the door which was double locked, ſhe ſaw her Maid 
putting down her Petticoats, and comming off from the Bed. A Natutal Ver- 
milion did cloath her cheeks, as well by the vehemence of our action, as for 
the ſhame ſhe had to be thus diſcovered, and beſides that her hair was diſor- 
dered and hanging down beneath her ſhoulders. Lucy looking on her, de- 
manded of her if ſhe came from — and proceeding in her diſcourſe ſhe drew 
open one of the Cartains of the Bed to ſeek out the Chamber por, and percei- 
ved me pulling up my Breeches on the farther ſide ofthe Bed; She demanded 
of me what I did there, I made anſwer to her without any ſtammering at all, 
that I came to her Maid to have her mend the pleats of my Breeches that were 
_— She made anſwer , you ſhould have gone more into the light, 
and to thoſe who make profeſſion of fuch work. Do you think to delude me? 
On the other ſide ſhe obſerved that her waiting Gentlewoman had her Breaſts 
all open, and her G unpinned, becauſe I had a deſire to kiſſe her Breaſts, 
which made her more fully to take notice of our treſpaſſe. How now, you lit- 
tle piece of impudence , ſaid ſhe ,- do you bring in young men hither to rake 
your delights with them > you do diſhonour my houſe, It were a good deed 
ti beat you. If I muſt be puniſh'd for ſuch a fin ( ſaid Florence very con- 
fidently } being in thatextremity, You do deſerve as great a puniſhmenc as 
my ſelf; and if the houſes were diſhonoured where ſuch things are committed, 
= have diſhonoured your own houſe as well as my ſelf; I will not tell you 

ow, for it belongs not to me, nor is it for me to take notice, or inform _ 
things 
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things go within. I have done nothing which you have not giyen me an exam- 
ple for, and for more alſo all that you can allege, is, that being not of ſo 
great a quality as your ſelf , peradvencure it is not lawtull for me to aſſume 
unto my ſelf that liberty which you injoy, 

This bold anſwer made Lucy more aſhamed , becauſe it proceeded from 
her whom ſhe intended to have reproved,and caſting a diſcontented eye on me 
ſhe did goe out of the Wardrop, and violeatly clapped the door together. For 
all her jealouſie I ceaſed not to make good uſe of my time, and did not leave 
the Company of Florence until one hour afterwards : I did demonſtrate unto 
her, that we muſt finiſh the work which we had begun, and it we had done no- 
thing at all, yet as great a ſuſpicion would lie upon us, as if we had done what- 
ſoever could he imagined. Her Miſtreſte howſoever did not dare ſpeak unto 
her of any thing for fear ſhe ſhould diſcover that ſhe was guilty of the ſame 
Crime, of which ſhe accuſed another. 


Clerantes who ſtill importuned me to ſollicite her by any manner whatſoe- 


yer to grant him a remedy for his Love, did conſtrain me to write unto her a 
Letter more paſſionate than the former, but daring not to deliver it my ſelf, 
I did ſend it to her by another hand. She thinking throughly to be reve 

of me, did write unto Clerantes, that by ſingular proofs ſhe did take a full 
knowledge of hisaffeQion to ber; And not many days afterwards Clerantes 
coming to her, he obtained bis deſires of her, of which I was more glad than 
Trey did conceive. | 

I could never entitely ſettle my affection on one Lady, becauſe I could not 
find any who deſerved to be — loved, and nevertheleſſe all choſe al- 
moſt whom but cafually I incountred , did powerfully captivate my affections, 
although in the judgement of all the world they were not guilty of much beau= 
ty. It any of my friends ſeeing me to look upon a Girl, did ſay unto me, You 
are amorous of her, I immediatly became ſo, although before I never ſo much 
as thohght whether ber beauties carried any charmes with them or not; my 
affections were all of them of no continuance, and one object did make 
me to forget another. I arrived at laſt to the knowledge of a certain Woman 
of an excellent complexion , to whom I did participate all my deſires, ſhe was 
a Citizens Wife of Tour: — 2 come to — a — — Law; She 
was a pallant Woman, and of fo great an ing, t er ] 
being Frondled with the Gout, did imploy her to ſollicite his affairs for bim; 
One of my friends bringing me to the acquaintance of her, I found her ſit for 
my purpoſe ; and to oblige her to me , 1 made uſe of all my friends to follow 
her Sute, and to diſpatch it according to her defires. . This Courteſie accom- 
panied with my Courtſhip did eaſily gain her, and I had my pleaſure at very 
little or no expence. To ſpeak the Truth, ſhe was a delicate Woman, but 
when I found that ſhe was not contented with one Servant, and began to aſſect 
others as well as my ſelf, I made no more eſteem of her, but by little and little 
retired my felt from her converſation, wichout demanding of her if her law bu- 
ſineſſe were almoſt brought to an end, or not, or if ſhe were ready to return to 
her own Country. 

Three Months paſſed away without receiving the leaſt rydings of her, when 
being in bed one morning, I ſaw her enter into my Chamber attended by two 
Citizens Wives, who ſeemed to be two antient Votareſſes in the Temple of 
Vens:, I was lodged in an out part of Cleraates houſe, and there was an 
cent from the Street but of one pair of Stairs to my Chamber, ſo that without 
any hinderance, or the leaſt examination, they came confidently up to my 
Chamber door. I entertained them very civilly, and canſed: chairs to be 
brought for them to ſit down near unto my Bed. I demanded of them what 


important affair had obliged them to come ſd early to me, fince they had 
commanded me no ſervice to perform for them? My old Sweet-heatt uſing ber 
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cuſtomed familiarity did ſpeak for them ali, and faid, Sir, The occaſien- that 
hath brought me hither, is; that being inforced to return ta Tour i, I was loach 
to depart without taking my leave of you having received ſo many teſtimo- 
nies of affection from you. I am conſtrained to come to fee you, becauſe. you 
will not take the pins to viſit me, and it doth ſeem to me that you are gea- 
fed to iorget her whom ſometimes you have profeſſed ta have loved moſt in- 
tirely. I have brought with me two honeſt Gentlewomeabf my acquaintance, 
becauſe I would have my acceſſe uato you more aſſuredi being but a Stranger, 
and comming unto ſo great a houſe as this, where there are ſo many pepple. 
did thank her in the beſt manger that I could for the good will ſhe did: bear 
me, and did beſeech her to excuſe me that j had ſo long di continued her Com- 
pany, which I imputed to a fickneſſe which for a long time had confined 
me to my Chamber. But preſently (ſhe changed her courie ot ſpeech, and ta- 
king me off rom my Complements, ſne ſaid unto me, Sir That i may languiſh 
no longer under the unquietneſſe that I feel, permit me to ſpeak one word 
unto you which I have upon my heart. You know that on my firſt arrival to 
this City, you came acquainted with me, and I granted you all che iavours 
which a Man can defire, and if any thing beyond that could be imagiacd, you 
might eaſily have obtained it; Nevertheieſfſe, you have never done any thing 
for me, but only imployed ſome tew ſteps and good words for the procuring 


of my Proceſſe,which is yet but half effected; No you think, Sir that you can de- 


light your ſelf with Women at fo cheap a rate? Nay which is more, inſtead of 
gaining any thing irom you, I have expended my eitate upon you, you never 
came to viſit me, but 1 made a Collation jor you, & if I have been at great char- 


ges to cloath my ſelf according unto every faſhion, it hath been only to pleaſe 


you. This bath pat me upon this reſolution to addreſs my ſelf unto you, to intreat 
in ſome meaſure to recompenſe my loſſes, being no on my departure to 
urs. My. Husband knoweth what a round ſum ot ſilver he did give me, and 
the moderate expence I ought to be at: What will he ſay when he ſhall find 
a great deal more laid forth than I bad need to have done, and that I am here 
indebted on all ſides. He will ſuſpect that have ill governed both his mony 
and my ſelf and I ſhall live no longer a good hour wich him. You for whom 
I have falſiſiai the faich which I have made unto another, and are the only 
cauſe that I Have ſo ill imployed my money, are not you ia Conſcience obli» 
ed to diſcharge my Creditors ? and moreover that 1 may not put you to any 
— or trouble hy Arreſts, ought you not to give me ſome honeſt recom» 
penſe for having ſo much favoured you, as 4 have done? If you had trafficked 
with ordinary Baggages, they would have made you pay, before you had gone 
from them, for every kiſſe they had given you; Will you, complain ot that 
which you ſhajl give unto a Woman. who bath devoted ber ſelf. co none bur 
unto you, and whom you cannot reproach for any Vice of which you are not 
the cauſe? I will refer my ſelf co theſe Gendewomen what chey ſhall think fit- 
ring to be done herein, they are ſo wiſe that they will determine nothing but 
what will be reaſonable. f | 
This cunning Woman had no ſooner ended her Oration, but ſhe who was 
the moſt antient of the rwo Citizens did ſay uato me, The Gentlewoman 
hath laid open her Caſe with great underſtanding ; you ought not to refuſe or 
deny any thing which ſhe demandeth of you. Remember the pleaſures ſhe 
bach done you, and if that will not oblige you, let the compa ſſi on of her ne- 
ceſſities prevail upon you, ſhe muſt pay ber debts before ſhe can goe out of 
the Ciry! For ſit months together you have been every day with her, what 
is it that ſuch a length of time doth not deſerve? Give her only but three thou- 
ſand Franks, and I believe ſhe will be contented. 
When 1 obſerved that theſe unworthy women were come ſo boldly to in- 
trap me, I reſolved to make ſport with them; Nevertheleſſe putting on a ſe- 


rious 


Of Francion. 
rious countenance, I ſaid unto them, I conſeſſe I am much obliged to Madam» 
oilelle, howſoever I might have received many more favours from her than 
as yet I have, I have not ſeen her theſe thee Months, and it is poſſible that 
ſhe hath got other acquaintance, with whom ſhe hath been as familiar as with 
my ſelf, dut that is nothing, it was not her fault that I did nor ſee her oftner, 
and I am got exempted to recompenſe her ſor that which ſhe hath done for me, 
1 am ready to content her, if that you pleaſe to cut off ſome part of the great 
ſum which you demand of me. Sir you ſpeak like a Gentleman {aid the youn- 
geſt of the Cirizens wives, I know ſhe will not tyrannize over you, the will 
not open her mouth to diſcover unto any what is the recompenſe you will give 
K. She will de ſatisfied if you beſtow upon her but two thouſand Franks. 
Two thouland Franks? ( ſaid I ) for what think you · Do you think I can get 
mony as doe the Treaturers} with the daſh of a Pen? you muſt conſider that 
I am but a poor Gentleman, who have nothing but a Sword? and 'a Cloak, and 
if Madamoiſelle will be governed by reaſon, let her moderate the Tax a litt le. 
Well then (ſaidthe elder Citizens Wife ) give her a thouſand Franks, but on 
my troth ſhe cannot diſcharge you for altogether on the receipt of ſo poor 2 
ſum. Good God ( faid I) it will uttertyrvine me, Iwill appeal unto her my 
ſelf. My antient Miſtre ſſe ſaid unto me, becauſe you do make your ſelf fo poor, 
I ſee I muſt content my ſelf wich five hundred Livers. but Iwill have them pre- 
ſently, before we give you leave to go out of your Chaniber. You have money 
enough by you to pay a greater Sum. 

When l perceived they would proceed ſo violently with me, I determined 
to rid my hands of them and finding they were reſolved to abate nothing of 
the five — Livers, 4 faid unto them well then, I will pay yqu pretent- 
ly, and calling my Boy unto: me, Biſcas, aid I, come tither immediarly, and 
make up your Accounts with me. Tell me your reecipr, and your expences. 
How much money was it that I did give youthe other day? You gave me, Sir, 
a Piſtol, ſaid my Boy, out of which 1 payed four Quatderues to your Landreſs, 
I gave eight Souſe to your Lute- maker for baff a doZen'of ſtrings for your 
Luce, and I muſt give ten Souſe to the Cobler for ſoling my Shoes, and three 
Soule I am to pay to the Woman chat ſtarche your Bands. Well SirraH(faid 1) 
what remains 2 give me a juſt account. The Boy taking the money out of his 
Pocket, made anſwer to me, Sir, there doth remain apiece of five Soufe;, balf 
a Teſton, a piece of Three Blanks, a Carolus, and ſome Doubles, "See La- 
dies here, { ſaid I) all the money that I and my Lackey have, It i at your 
Service with all my heart, if you will content your ſelves with ir, otherwiſe I 
know not what good I can be able to doe unto you." My Gallanty ſcei 
themſelves ſo mocked, did begin ro upbraid me,; and call me Beggar, res. 
Paultry Fellow, and all the opprobrious words they could deliver, whereup- 
on calling chem Sluts and Baggages , I was about to'rife from my Bed to 
drive them down the Staits, but of themſelves they made all the haſt they 
could, fearing that worſe would befall them. They returned not ſo peacea- 
bly as they came, for my Boy purſued tbem with Cleramrer Lackeys who in 
their way did aſſault them at every turn, and I nevet fince have received the 


leaſt news of them, but to divert my ſelf I had the choice of many Miſtreſſes f 


and did make Love on the one fide, and on the other; (57 | 
Thar which above all things I deſired was the Companꝭ of thoſd Women 
who were ſeen but by few men, for fear I ſhould get the diſeaſe. As for Baw- 
dy houſes I always bated them, and to ſpeak the truth, it is the brutiſh appe- 
tite of a Dogg to take his ple iure willi the firſt he meets with, being one 
whom he never ſaw before}, and peradventurt whom he ſhall never ſee again. 
Yet ſometimes I did goe unto them to keep my friends company, and ſome- 
times by my ſelf to ſeethe faſhion of ſuch places, and to recreate my ſelf with a 
diverſity of content ments. One Evening not knowing what to do, I did go unto 
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a Bawd, who perpetually demanded of me what I would have, although ſhe 
had never a Girl in the Houſe : At the laſt ſhe did fend her Servant to fetch 
one, who ſhe ſaid was the Pearl of France: It was then extremely cold, and 
yet this good woman had neither Fire nor Candle. She warmed her ſelf in the 
meditation of the Fire of her firſt Loves, For my ſelf I called for à fire, and 
ave my Boy money to buy me ſome Billets and a Fagot ; In rhe mean time 
the Miftreſſe of the Houſe did entertain me with a thouſand diſcourſes, and 
the moſt pleaſing ones in the world; She did proteſt unto me, that fince the 
beginning of Lex: ſhe gained but little, or nothing at all; ſhe demanded of 
me, if I would appvint a day to come unto her, I ſhould ſee one of the hand- 
fomeſt Citizens Wives of Pargs; I made anſwer, with all my heart, and would 
fain know of ber on what day it ſhould be. On my faith ( ſaid the ) I ſhalt 
have much to do to perform what I have promiſed , but becauſe you appear to 
be a gallant young Man, I will content you. The Gentlewoman of whom 1 
ſpake hath a Husband who is very jealous of ber, and will not permit her to 
o abroad, but only on Holydays , and Sundays, I will acquaint her with 
it, and God forgive me for my procuring, it is likely that one day when ſheis 
to go abroad either to hear Maſſe or Veſpers, ſhe will come hither privatly ro 
give you a meeting. I was ama: d at the diſcours of this Woman, ho would ap · 
to be devout & ſinful at the ſame inſtant, & it left ſuch an impreſſion upon 
my Soul, that I told her 1 had no mind to ſee her. dare aſſure you that as there 
is nothing which ſooner doth reform the vicious man than the diſtaſt which 
ſometimes doth poſſeſſe him againſt his own Vice, fo in ſuch places we ſhalt 
often ſee ſuch ſpectacles that they will even make us to hate thoſeSins we are a- 
bout to commit, and ſince even in this place I was touched with ſome Devoti. 
on, I can hardly be induced to repent that I was there. I would proceed fur- 
cher in theſe diſcourſes, were it not that I muſt here give a period to this Story, 
which is none ofthe worſt, My Lackey being returned with the Wood, I 
would not have it lighted until ſhe was come who was ſent for, that ſo ſhe 
might partake of my joy- Lattended hey coming ewo hours with great impa- 
tience. The Miſtreſfe of the Houſe knew not any more what new account 
to deliver to me to paſſe away the time. At the laſt, ſeeing it was night, 1 
would not ſtay any longer for ſo vain a trifle, and being ſorry for nothing but 
the loſſe of my money which was laid forth in Wood, I ſaid that the beggarly 
Baggage who made me ſtay ſo long ſhould not warm herſelf by my fire 
when ſhe came, and ——_— — Lackey to carry the Wood away, 1 
cauſed him to lay it down at the firſt convenient Corner we did come to, and 
to give fire to it with a Torch which be had lighted at a Tavern, and there 1 
warmed my ſelf, having none in my Company but my Lackey, and another 
who ſtood by him. 

This Account Ithought requiſite to give unto you; and becauſe that many 
more ſtories of the ſame Nature are come into my Memory, I will give you 4 
| Particular Account of them, where you ſhall obſerve the like gallantries which 
I have Fr in execution, to enjoy the pleaſure only to boaſt chat I have per- 
formed them, and it hath been not always in infamous places, that 1 Baie 


purſued ſuch tancies , for I dare aſſure you, that I have never afterwards re- 
turned to theſe Academies of Love, for elſewhere we may find occaſions e- 
nough to paſſe away our time in yanity and pleaſure. 
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Da S Fraxcios made then a ſtop, The Maſter of the Houſe cauſed 
I Þreakfaſt to be brought in; for he would not have bim to fi- 
nich bis Hiſtory , until he had recovered his ſtrength by the 
Am, advantage of food, and in the mean time they had the leiſure 
detwixt t hemſelves to conſider of the variety of the humours 
of Men; how ſome of them do only ſtudy to be apparent by 
their Habits , and others by their affected language, and that 
the Grandees of the world do ofcentimes take more delight to ſpeak unto 
Fools, than unto Wiſemen , and that thoſe who do ſeem to be moſt modeſt , 
have often had within their Breaſts the moſt unruly paſſions, and inordinate 
Loves. We have heard the narration which might inſtruct us to hate Vice 
for whatſoever Countenance Francion did put upon it, be underſtood well 
enough that all the pleaſures which he rock with — and her Maid were not 
comparable to a virtuous and a chaſt life. And becauſe he then frequented the 
Company of Women abandoned to their own pleaſures, he hath ſince confeſ- 
ſed (as we have been inforined) that there is nothing more abominable than 
ſuch polluted Creatures, and he himſelf hath affi that nothing doth ren- 
der the Sex more odious, than ſometimes to reflect upon them in thoſe infa- 
mous places where they are to be found. We will in the ſame manner affirm, 
that it cannot be impercinent in this place to diſcourſe of their wicked life, be- 
cauſe it will conduce to render them more odious , and that thoſe who follow 
them thither, may avoid them more than ever Fraxcion did. After he had 
made à ſhort Breakfaſt, he did (peak as you ſhall find in this following 

Diſcourſe. 

. the beats of my youth did inforce me to debauckments, as I have 
repreſented to you, yet even then I entertained thoughts of preferment, I 
had been to ſee my Mother in Bri4#ny , where ſhe did give me many excellent 
inſiraRtions- I conſidered with my ſelf it was my only courſe to obtain the 
countenance of one of the Kings Favourites, who would prefer me far 
than Clerantes: 1 therefote gained the acqueintance,of three or four of bis 
neateſt Kinimen , and did teliifie unto them the defire which I bad to do ſer- 
vice to any of the Royal Race; At the beginning ( to recompenſe me for 41 
trouble I was at to court them ) they promiſed me that undoubtedly I ſho 
obtaina certain place that I defired ; which was in the power of Praxitelas 
(you know well enough that he was in great favour with the King) but after- 
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wards when I did put theſe Signiors in mind of their promiſes, I never found 
anything ſo cold as they were ; Ithought their Souls had been furred over 
with a Leproſie, and that if they were not continually ſpurred on with in- 
treaties and demonſtrances they were not capable of any ſenſe at all. I will 
tell you the truth; Their good fortune, I believe, bath made them half ſtupid, 
or elſe they counterfeit themſelves to be ſo. If I did diſcourſe to them on one 
Subject, they would put me upon another, and if they were conſtrained to 
anſwer me upon any buſineſſe, their anſwer was ſo extravagant, and fo difficult, 
that I could not underſtand them. 

I had made a Treatiſe in which I aflayed to prove, that the Merit of Praxi- 
teles was as great as his Proſperity; but they would not permit that it ſhould 
be Extant; for they ſaid, It came about by a policy of State, fearing ic would 
make the Envy increaſe, which was born unto their Fortune. Who will not 
judge but that in this they acknowledged their Kinſman was not wortby of the 
many praiſes that I had given him, and chat my Flatteries being too groſſe, they 
would rather have incited the People to have mock'd, than reſpected him? I 
have ſince repented my ſelf, that I had done him ſo much honour as to write 
for bim, and I believed, that if Heaven did not favour me in what I under- 
took, it was for praiſing ſo unworthy a perſon. The place which I deſired , 
was given to another, who peradventure never ſued for it, but I will tell you, 
the Loſſe was as much on their fide, as on mine; for loſing me, they loſt a 
Friend, and a Faithfull Servant, who was prepared and reſolved to aſſiſt them 
in the affaires of greateſt Importance, and they took a Fool to manage the 
place, who had neither Vnderſtanding nor Fidelity. I beſought Clerantes to 
ſpeak unto them for me, but he would do nothing therein, alleging, that his 
Authority was of no ſtrength in thoſe affairs, and that there were ſome Vn- 
derlings at Court, who, ariſing unto Dignities from ſome poor place, did take 
delight to undervalue Signiors of Quality; and moreover, he would not 
ſomuch de baſe himſelf as to ſupplicate to them for any thing. Finding this, l 
ha q reeourſe to thoſe Conſolations which the Antient Philoſophers do pre- 
ſcribe unto unto us againſt Adverſities: and although I could not rejoyce in 
any proſperity, as many others, yet I had this to comfort me in my adverſity, 
Thar 1 was not a ſlave as they were. I obſerved then plainly enough , that to 
obtain Preferment in the world, there was nothing leſſe profitable than to 
deſerve it; and I found it remarkable, that (to gain eſteem and reputation in 
the Court) it were better farre to make profeſſion of Buffonry than of Wilſ- 
dom. I knew not how to diſſemble, nor to make leggs and faces, parts very 

neceſſary in a Courtier, and if I had known how to have made them, I had 
not fo vile a Soul as by ſuch Arts to advance my (elf: I loved always the acate- 
neſſe and flouriſh of Vit, and prompt words, which do teſtifie a good un 
derſtanding, but not thoſe words which are more fit for a Juggler, or a Corn · 
cutter, than a Scholar, ſuch as the fooliſh Courtiers do admire ; and moreo- 
ver, when 1 would ſpeak any thing agreeable to Senſe, it muſt be either 
particularly, to. content my ſelf, or ſome ochers who were of my Complexi- 
oh and Condition, and not to content thoſe who did conceive themſelves to 
be farre above me. | | 

| Becauſe, therefore, I could not procure their Favour who were the greateft 
Men at the Court, Iconforted my ſelf with t hoſe who make it their buſineſle 
only to laugh, and to make love; in whoſe Company, although there was lefs 
Profit, yet there was more Contentment : Nevertheleſſe, ic was impoſfible for 
me not to reflect upon my ſelf without much grief, for the loſſe that I made of 
my Youth, which I ſhould have imployed for the comfort and advantage of 
thoſeto whom I was obliged to tender all ſervice, and for my own advantage 
in particular, which was che occaſion, that when ſometimes 1 was in company, 
and did deliver my ſelf amongſt chem, 1 immediately became as one _ ou 

um 


hea 


dumb, and Er elf Jo iplence of yard 
ſeemed not the [ye ce 
with another ion, — 8 Ia 
e —— 
Ibad this partici Kea gd ome excraord 


aff ich this Meramo 
EEE . 
enn ws who wid rſtood 'Diſ 
antes e 55 —— 


Lib. 7. 0 5 Xtavgion ad Y 
not ſo eaſily be away, 
= to — 


Tak kev —— 8 - 2 
fre coſtrary o them. et! 5 (low apyo! 


Pa Nee I will for ever abandon the 
Content. If here in che pe we will ED 


ventions, to make nhl their 2 1575 
lain with ſome of them ſo lean, that 1 had 
When I was laſt with Lacy, I e 
from Art than Natute. Her body was pi. 
Bones. 

The free Humor of this Lord did pleaſe me, and I tinted c Caged - 
in whatſoever he deſired. He fu . ee the on 
without — — ſo much as the Memory of it and — ſo Jon, that on 


Sundays he would dance under theElms with De cter 
and Lycris. He would play at Bowls with them for EEE — 2 
to ſee them drink deep, and to hear them relate the valor 


When he was in rhe Wolt ſerious humor, he would ſend for 
his. A and would intreat them to give an account 
did remember was done in the dayes og their Y 
light did he receive to hear them nd; courſe of the affairs of 0 . which — 
expreſſed themſelves according to their own opinions, and, che opinion of 
their Grand-fachers, | ing alwaye all the blame lame on thoſe, * — 
moſt near unto the perſon u Sf the ng. 15 2 1. 
did nothing approve the e en- of ſuc 
ple; nevertheleſſe to be reſponſible to 952 55 
ry. , chat I might ſafely aſſure bim 1 did ae 9 
ing elſe but do ſee him m anſe yo my 
hononr of his Company in we pleaſan 
In this manner I did deport i e 
whietffew other men would 
miles from thence there lived in A Farm og 
the World. I reſolved to 7 elf intg che 
ry with me Viol, on which I cc with. 
means I might de admitted che m to! | 
deget this reſolution in me, w' ipod 7 


8 told me. th three 
z of a Peaſan 


= 


, 
* 
= 


14 - 
ee 
* 

CY 


co 
. 


. 
Th 
£1 
7 
- 
* 


. 1 


034! 


= 
I 
7 
- 


at unc 


loveto laugh very heartily, an 1 ente i her | hen 
diſcourſes, I hoped thereforeto give her fy ac etio 7 75 4 tin hood 
be the greateſt of pleaſures to 9 . 
that on that day in which l was reſolyed t 1 1 — 
Village; Clerantes a mind to ra b wich me, did ſu 
KR 50 


— — —— ⁊ 
—— — — 


Lib. 7. Of Francion. 


| A 


the head the better to hook out nails, In wharſoever was given I did obſerve 
ſome figure of the Fork, which was a dad preſage for poor Jobe/in. After the 
offring was ended, he ſt»yed with his Wife at the T ables end almoſt half an 
hour, to ſee if any more pieces of ſilver would drop into the Baſin, after which 
time they retired themſelves, and counted what they had laid torth, and per- 
ceiving they were at great loſſe in their ding Dinner they did both fall 
a weeping ſo abundantly, that I who was next unto them, was conſtrained to 
comfort them. The Father of the Bride did then come unto them, and told 
them that the Lord of the Town had conſented to him, that all the ( ompany 
ſhould come thither and dance in his Caſtle, and that they themſelves were 
to goe formoſt with the Violl, I made ready my Inſtrument, and playing the 
firſt fancy that came into my mind, I was the Conductor of all the Troop. 
The ſound of che Cimball did not pleaſe any of them, Clerantes therefore was 
conſtrained to leave off his unprofitable muſick; and going directly before me 
he had the garb and every poſture of a Iuggler ſo directly, that had I not 
known him, I ſhould have taken him for the greateſt Hocus Pocus in the world. 
Being in the Court of the Caſtle, I played the Canaries, which almoſt all the 
company danced ; After that I played Galliards and Currantoes, which the 
Clowns did dance in ſuch a manner that I received great pleaſure by it, which 
hindred me from entertaining any grief to ſee my ſelf ſo prodigiouſly me- 
tamorphoſed, On the other (ide I was infinitely taken with the diſcourſe of 
ſome old women, who fate next unto me. They ſaid that the parents ot the 
Bride and Bridegroom were niggardly and baſ-, that they had no more than 
one Violl, and for making them no better cheer, Parawands who was one 
of them, ſaid, that when ſhe married her eldeſt daughter /oax, there was'left 
ſo much proviſion, that the next day being T hxr/day, they were glad to ſend 
to their Curat to come and help them to eat with them, for fear the meat 
ſhould be ſpoiled, if ſhe ſhould have kept it until 3«#»day, and yet for all that 
ſhe gave Almes in the Evening to all the poor in the Pariſh, and at that Weds 
ding ſhe had Violls and Gitterns , and all manner of wind Inſtruments, O- 
thers of them had the like diſcourſe, and did not much mind the dancing. But 
that which was moſt pleaſant to me to underſtand, was the Complement of a 
young Clown with one of the maid Servants of the Lord of the Caſtle, he did 
accoſt her with ſach a ſmile, that it did draw his mouth unto his ears, and in 
his reverence to her he did ſhake and wriggle his tayl, and folding up the brims 
of his hat he did ſay unto her, And how goes it with you Rabina? you look 
melancholy on it, I am afraid you are not well. You are pleaſed to ſay ſo, 
ſaid the Servant. Ha Kain, have you ſeen the Bride? ſaid the Villager , 
And will not you be taken as well as others ? There hath been a hard Froſt 
this Winter , Well, God mend all. The Maid Servant made anſwer, Take 
heed that no flouting Fellow over-hear us. It is true, (aid ſhe, they are taken, 
if they doe not fly away. The Bridegroom hath a greater Cackle with bm 
than my Aunts Hens, He ſhall not have my good word, a his Bride 
looks ſweetly on it, becauſe he loves her ſo , the girdle ſhe doth wear, half of 
ſilver and half of filk, was a powerful chain to attract his heart to her ſervice, 
for you ought to underſtand, that fince a Servant doth carry ſuch an Orna- 
ment on her reins, there is neither Groom nor poor Artiſan that will not 
give her more greedy glances than a man pining for hunger doth on the But- 
chers meat in che Shambles. Whereupon the Villager began ro-ſperk, but in 
ſo ſtrange a tone, that I know not whether he wept or laughed. Zoookers, 
my mother hath told me of you, and ſeeing ſhe would not anſwer him, he re- 
— the ſame words five or ſix times, and pulled ber by the hand to make 
er underſtand him, believing that ſhe either ſlept, or had ſome other thoughts 
in her head. I am not deaf, ſaid ſhe, I underſtand you well enough. It is 
for your ſake ( replyed the Villager ) — I doe wear this Sea - green point in 
KK 2 my 
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my Hat, for a friend of mine told me, that you love that colour ſo well, that 
u have at leaſt three Perticoats of it. The other day going to the Vines I 
Jooked a hundred times if I could fee you, but willing of you, all the night 
afterwards I dreamed of you, I am ſo much your Servant; A hundred times 
and more by Gis l would have laid Fyebala againſt che beſt Mare in my Bro- 
ther- in Laus teem, that there is Maid ot fuch a ſmilingBrow in the whole 
Country as your ſelf, who are the pearl of humidicy and generous ent et- 
tainment. Doe you-mock me? ſaid the Servant Maid, or is it your pleaſure to 
ſay fo. Ho, ſaid the Villager;it is not ſo. Ho,replyed &abiza,it is ſo. Ho, faid 
he again , my Mother coming from her ſheep ( Ho my Mother ) hath ſpoken 
to me of you; If you have a mind to marry you have no more to doe but to 
ſpeak the word. He did not expreſſe his intentions more clearly to her, but 
to-fhew' the greateſt infection ( as he call d it) which he did bear unto her, he 
did lead her forth to dance a Galliard , where he did ſo fling ap his Legs, and 
holdidown his Arms, and carried his whole body fo ill favour*dly , that he 
ſeemed to be either frantick or poſſeſſed wich the Devil, I obſerved many o- 
ther wild poſtures ot ruſticity, which are too long in this place to recite. It 
may ſuffice that I ſaw a new Art of Love practiced , quite contrary to that 
which gentle Ovid did deſcribe. | 
All this while Clerantes with a heedfull eye did obſerve whatſoever was 
done, and a great many ofthe Gentry of that Country arriving, be minded 
the Wedding no more, but did goe into the Hall where the Citizens Wife was 
one before him. The Signior of the Caſtle obſerving how he had bound up 
is head, did ſay unto him. How now honeſt fellow, who was it chat hath 
broke open the Coffer of your Underſtanding ? It is one who will not cure it, 
( faid C lerextes ) counterteiting with his voice as much as poſſibly he could, 
I have ſo wicked a Woman to my Wite faid he, that I believe ſhe hath in her 
Body a little Devil. Oh Gentlemen, my heart is ready to break, fo great is 
the anguiſh ſhe doth put me to. God is my witneſſe how often | have endea- 
voured to make her virtuous, by beating ber back, and chumping her belly, 
but I could never do any good on her , although I have beard that thoſe of 
her Sex, are of the diſpoſition of Aſſes, and Nut- trees, from which no profit 
can be had, unleſſe they are often and ſoundly beaten. I am a Cooper by my 
Profeſfion, and do not play on the Cymball but only upon Holydays. The 
ocher day being not able to make her deſiſt from abuſing me, with the help 
of my Servant, I did put her into one of the largeſt Tubs, and afterwards clo- 
ſed up the Tub with the Head-pieces of it, ſo that ſhe had no air at all, but og- 
ly at the Bung hole. | took my Pully, and let the Veſſel fall down into my Cel- 
ler, and by and by I would pluck it up again with all the ſtrength I had, and im- 
mediatly I would let it tall down again into the Cellar , and in this hoc exer- 
ciſe I continued as long as poſſibly | could, and ſhe within was ſo tormented, 
that I thought ſhe had repeated ber (elf that ſhe ever had offended me, but 
clean contrary to what 1 * rr to my ſelf, ſhe putting forth her mouth 
as well as ſhe could out of the little window of her lodging, did call me a 
thouſand Rogues, and ſpoke many other reproachfull words not to be indu- 
red. In the end I was conſtrained to let her alone to paſſe away her choler by 
her ſelf. In the Evening a curſed deſire did poſſeſſe me to take of her my or- 
dinary pleaſure, to which I am ſo accuſtomed that I cannot live with- 
out it ſo much as one night, unleſſe ] ſhould ſuffer ſo much torture as if I 
were burning at ſome fire. Nevertheleſſe | reſolved with my ſelf not to take 
her out of the Tub, fearing otherwiſe that ſhe would have committed ſome 
outrage upon me, as oftentimes ſhe had done before on a far leſſe occaſion, 
Sweet- heart, ſaid I, Kiſſe me here at the Bunghole, and afterwards we will 
live in peace. No, No, ſaid ſhe, I had rather have in Hell the friendſhip of 


che Devil, than thine, Upon my faith, ſaid 2 unto her, Iwill do ſo no more, 
: "ee that 


Lib.7-., + Of Francion. 


thatis to lay 1 will beat chee no more, but will alwayes endeavour to 
pleaſe thee, and be always doing the beſt I can , Therefore before 
thou comeſt forth give me ſix kiſſes, and that being done I promiſe that 
] will relieve thee from thy Priſon, That offer overcame her obſſinacy, and 
ſhe accorded to what I did deſire, and bringing her mouth as near as poſſibly 
ſhe could to the Bunghole, 1 did put forth my lips as far as ever I could to 
reach her mouth, but do what I could I could not come af, it. In the end I 
was enforced to take her from the place where ſhe was, ſo much my de- 
ſire did tranſport me. After we had ſufficiently ſported our ſelves, ſhe began 
again to quarrel with me, and to tell me that ſhe knew well enough that 1 
had been playing the knave with a young Woman that was her neighbhur, I 
know not how ſhe came to underſtand it, for | was ſo valiant at that time, 
that | did her as good ſervice as ever inmy life , but neither good, words nor 
good deeds would ſerve her turn, for ſhe was angry beyond all meaſure. The 
Sun riſing did ſee our contention, and was witneſſe that ſhe threw a charged 
Piſſepot at my fiead, with the edge whereof ſhe hurt me as you fee, and 1 
dare aſſure you (as far as I can perceive) that I deſerved no blame at all. 

This Story of Clerantes did make all the Company to laugh outright, but 
eſpecially the Citizens Wife, who propounded many petulant queſtions to him. 
One of the Gentlemen of the Company did command him to fins him a 
Song. Immediatly he played upon the Cymball, and did ſing one of the beſt 
Songs he had. Being invited to ſing more, and having no more to ſing, he 
told them that they muſt call me, for I had all the variety of the braveſt Songs 
in the world, The wedding ſtayed without a Violl or any other Muſick ro 
content the Lord of the Caſtle, ro whom with all ſpeed I addreſſed my ſelf. 
My voice accorded with my Inſtrument, & I did ſing all the modeſt Songs that 
were ever made by others, or which Ihad compoſed my ſelf in che height 
of my debauchment, when 1 bad the Glaſſe in my hand; I made ſuch faces, 
and uſed ſuch ſtrange poſtures when I was inging them, that all the Buffons 
of Europe would be glad of my picture ( as then] did deport my elf) to gain 
a livelyhood thereby. 

In the mean time Clerantes did draw near unto two old men who did not 
addict their minds to liſten to my Muſick. They ſeriouſly diſcourſed on a ſub- 
je& which touched his particular, not as he was nowin the quality of a Min- 
ſtrell, but as he was the Lord Clerantet. He diſſembled not to hear them, 


that they might ſtill continue to ſpeak aloud , and would no ſo much as look 


towards them, becauſe he would not poſleſſe them with a ſuſpition that he did 
give ear to their communication, and they conceiving him to be ſome idle fil 
ly fellow did not Judge him to have a capacity to comprehend their reaſons, 
wherefore one of them proceeded in his diſcourſe, Clerextes ( faid he) bath 
been ſome days in this Country, as I am informed, but this morning he is gone 
away from us, and Iam very glad of it, for I had rather hear that he was in 


Turks than in this place, I always hated him ſince I knew him. He is extreme 


ly vicious, and addicted co Wine and Woman, and doth many things which 
doe greatly derogate from his quality. I do eſteem my Son who is but a Far- 
mer better, who is an honeſt and a loyal Peaſant (as Heaven in his birth hath 
ordained him) than I like Clerantes who doth not live like a great Lord, al- 


though by his Fortune and his birth he is one. He will not diſpleaſe you long 


replyed the other, I tell you as a friend, and deſire you to keep it ſecret, there 
are ſome people who at this preſent are of great power in the State, who are 
determined to make away with him without any more adoe or noiſe, now he 
is abſent from the Court. They have ſent a man hither to put che deſign in 
execution, who although he hath miſſed of him this morning, may per- 
adventure find the means throughly to perform it, if he ſhall find him on the 
way as hereturneth. | 
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Although he did ſpeak theſe laſt words lower than the reſt, yet Clerartes 
did underitand them well enough, and to drive away the grief that did in- 
vade him, on the knowledge of this ſo wicked an enterpriſe to take away his 
life , he did goe to one of the Servants, and deſired him to give him ſome 
wine, for he had made himſelf ſo dry with fin ing, that he was but a dead 
man it he had not ſomething given him to ſatisfie his thirſt. Wherefore they 
did give him as much as he would drink, & he retiring himſelf to a Corner, did 
take out of a Wallet which he had, ſome of the relicks of the wedding, and I 
greedily ſnatched from him many good morſels of it. 

Going to eat it at the Window, I ſaw in the Court one of the moſt pleaſant 

things to me in the World. Dreſſing the pottage, and the yellow Rice for 
Dinner, I had put into the pot a certain laxative compoſition which I had 
brought with me. This Drug making at this time its operation, all thoſe who 
were at the wedding dinner were conſtrained to goe as faſt as they could to 
diſcharge themſelves ofa burthen, which being chin, and weighing not very 
heavy , was therefore the more difficult to bear. There were ſome who did 
go into the ſtables, and made ule of ſtraw to terge their poſteriors, others had 
not leiſure to goe ſo far, and did empty their bellies on the Dunghill, or any 
other convenient place they could find. In my abſence young men and wo- 
men did dance to tunes only that were ſung. T he greateſt part ofthe Dan- 
cers were gone away in obedience to the naſty Tyrant that commanded them, 
and the poor Bride who ſuffered more violent pangs in her belly than any of 
the reſt, becauſe ſhe had eaten more of the Rice, was inforced to an uncontrol- 
led neceſſity. She believed that it was unbeſeeming her who made the Feaſt to 
forſake thole who in the dance did hold her by the hand, there did therefore 
a certain liquor run down from her to the — , the evil ſmell whereof did 
aſcend into the Noſes of all who danced, and in the dance having often 
trod upon it, it cauſed them to look down upon the — „ whereupon a 
great diſpute did ariſe on that intricate buſineſſe, to underſtand which of them 
it was, who at ſo ſolemn a meeting , and in the Company of che Bride, had 
ſo diſgraced themſelves. The Men did all withdraw from the Women, al- 
leging that their Breeches were large enough to contain their Excrements 
for a whole Fortnight, without being conſtrained to throw it on the ground 
amongft ſo many honeſt perſons. Bur every one feeling che ſame malady, and 
being aſhamed to leave their ordures behind them in the Signiors Caſtle, 
( whom I had called ro the Window with all the Company to behold thar 
pleaſant adventure )all thoſe who came in with the Wedding returned to 
their own houſes one after another, not without much laughter of thoſe who 
did behold them to dance other Currantoes than thoſe which I played with 
my Rebeck. Every on did paſſe bis judgement on it, and almoſt all of them 
concluded that the occafion of this ſo univerſal a looſeneſs was that they were 
not any of them accuſtomed to feed on ſo much Rice before. 

The Citizens wife herſelf was not exempted from this malady, which did take 
her on the ſudden, as ſhe was mocking thoſe whom ſhe ſaw ſo much tormen- 
red , and fearing to commit the like fault ſhe did go out of the Hall, and not 
knowing where to diſcharge her burthen, ſhe travailed from one fide of the 
Baſe Court to the other. At the laſt ſhe did meet with a Lackey, of whom 
(as if ſhe was half beſides herſelf ) ſhe demanded where were the Privies, he 
pointed to them with his —_— „ but as ſhe plucked up her cloathes to ſit 
down, a young wench who had as great need as her ſelf, would place her 
ſelf in the ſeat before her. They were in conteſtation who ſhould fir down 
firſt, In the mean time the Mother of the Bride, who was a big Country wo- 
man did come in, and by her age did claim-precedency , ſo that thoſe ewo 
were conſtrained to let all run from them as they ſtood. 


The Citizens Wife being returned, was conſtrained no: long afterwards by 
— 


Lib. 7. Of Ftancion, 


* 


— — 1 


e held. 


— 25 all cf 
1 Ran yo pads end ] o indees 


ir 
— your "mil in tune e as 
when you pleaſe you a ; 
— — ang 


an was raiſed. did more and more inyite 


ry — — 
brain. He 


rave like a 0 


the Glaſſey and inſtead thereof he ſucked his 
upon himſelf,and 


2 5 did approach unto 
— or Vl * 
to lean it upon her 
have him to bed „and 1 fo prevailed that I conducted 
Citizens Wife which was next ta the t 
married were to lye that ni When | 
if bought ra ddl bard by 

N would return to bis 

ſuch a manner, chat it gave me to 

pri rar Bay wp mon er and that 

when he was frolick and in a good humour. I made 

hours reſpite it would not 2 2 | 
moſt deſired part of his 22 
where he lay, ſhe bad now ſeen it again, and 

* 5 — 


at I acquainted —— * 
— 
tions , that after 7 
lodged me in a Chamber a great way — 
« Candle inco the Chamber whore Clive wi 
with him , conceiving that 
him, becauſe he hi | 
his — — ED 
ot the Wine in 
but a dream that had happened to him. 
She bad no ſooner touched him, buc he knew bn 
ithout 


— — —— —— — — — — — 


Ro. 


T be Comital | Hiſtory Lib; J 


g any word did indeavour to ſarisfic der weh e pleaſates 
72 5 = ber EZ fected £22 eee ow bee 
| ö | a was c 
| in. F pede art; ie wir Ker Wind; ee reve 


f diatly, berauſe be was very Mrs bps. deing teme all 
x hi houfe in the Country. Sbe made anſwer? Good God 
Rleman t A rg gone from desce, who bath been ever 
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"no Sos il — No, ſaid her Husband, for I cane” by che Mea+ 
incloſttes: Go back 2 then, faid ſhe, and het the High: 
, ly will meet | 
0 much troubled to conedive what the buſineſſe ſhould 
de chat kat 11 Forehead of it, did put ſpur unto 
his Hörſe, and rode back unto the Village. His Wife being glad that her in- 
v k ſuch effect, did return to Cierames, with whow de ſtayed as 
Jong ito bly ſhe could, but the day apearing did atrive, who 
aſſured het that he could hear no nes of the asked for him, 
althdügli be enquired of every one on the way, & in mehteets of the Villa 
where do his great trouble, he continued i in Gr queſt of — belt part 
of the nig I 
Having taken our leave of the ehe Wiſe we departed* 'chextfull and 
frolick, and arrived at the Inn where the m of my Chamber did attend 
us. Having perceived us, he immediatly did lead forth our Horſes, and fol- 
lowed us at a diſtance. We called back into our memories all the parti- 
lar es ofthe day before, and Clerawts detlared to me what be had 


unde of the two old men3 'whi wade me to eonjecture that it was his 
good $ who had took ugon Mm that diſtgaiſe td diſcover ſo great a 
tre — it, and ut 


ry. very much re od fortune to enjoy that 
dende! for ed 1 dee For afe gone a — on my dare feet, and 
trans ormed my ſelf into any ſhape, if it had been neceſſary. . 

Leet thoſe ( who will impuce thi voyage of Clevantes to a madrieſſe i in him) 
[cotifiders! that he could not make love to a Citizens wiſe in his ordinary — 
Uimen becauſe he ſhould have left a blemiſh on his reputation. 

were fur better for him to do as he did; He made uſe of a — 
in reli the counterfeit Hiſtory of his his Wife, for you'tnuſtknow when he 
faidthat from the arms of his wife he returned as luſty as ever, 
and im a gallant to imbrace his on, he made the Citizens Wifes 
water, and adminiſtred new fuell to her defires; In this, u in ail o- 
he carried himſelf moſt diſcreetly. 
er there was not hing that eould have co ſo much plea ſure to 
6 ; firſt, becauſe he not otherwiſe ſo per- 
feRtly , unleſſe with great difficulties, have ſeen the vulgar errors; and ſecond- 
935 berauſe he took à provident delight for a ſhort time to the courſe 
and to 6bſerve how he ſhould have been uſed if he had been a play- 
Cymbal or the Viol. When great perſonzges are pleaſed to act a 
parrh dcs Comedy,; th 7 — rhwaya chooſe to repreſent thoſe perſons who are 
of theoweſt conditions. 'T content, at leaſt inimagination,to 
-maketryal of a condition of Weide, removed from their own: What will it 
advantage us ſo to bind up our ſelves to the Majeſty of great eſtates , as never 
to aſſume the liberty to deſcend a little to obſerve the inferiour imploy mens 
of the World? Fuse oſtentimes doth inforte Princes, whether they will 
or no, from the royal Pomp which did inviron them, and doth throw them 
into the extremeſt poverty, — to have their habiracions in Cabans of turſ. 


Theres nothing loſt to be ſometimes in the _—_ of à ragged . 
ec 
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Let the vulgar ſpeak ; what they pleaſe, it was a gallantry in Nero, to to imploy 
bimſelf to play on the Citiern, that he might earn his hread if at any time he 
ſhould be iſpoſſeſſed of the 1 hrone. On the other fide, it is uo ill leſſon for 
| Signiors to underſtand how poor men are inforced to live, for it makes 
them to take compaſſion on them, and this compaſſiondoth teſtifie an huma - 
nity in tbem, which doth render chem more commendable. 

Ic is true, that amongſt theſe things (which might all of them have been done 
wich a good intention, and without any mixture of impurity ) this Lord did 
let loole the bridle to Intemperance, but there is no man ſo perfect who bath 
not his defects. Let us ſtuddy and practiſe the beſt , and pt 1 the worſt. 
We may call to mind that Clerantes did many things i in this diſguiſe, which 
might prove much to his advantage. 

Theſe confiderations, and ſuch as theſe are, did entertain us in the way, 


and when we came to the Wood, where the day before we did put on our 


ragged habiliments, we did chere put them off, and did attire our ſelves in 
our own cloaths, which the Groom of my Chamber did bring unto us. Cle> 
raxtes being come home, did acquaint 8 Counſellor (who was a friend of his) 
that he heald from an old Gentleman of the Country, that there was a man 
who haunted his Caſtle , who had entertained a reſolution to kill him. The 
Counſellor immediatly addreſſed himſelf to * old Man whom he named, 
and aſſured him that of neceſſity he maſt tell him what ioever he knew concer- 
ning chat affair, and that already he had been heard to ſpeak of it, and 
therefore could psetend no Ignorance. All chat he could draw from him, was, 
that whatſoever he had ſpoken w * upon common report. He was 
examined again as ſtrictly as migh and at the laſt he did learn af him 
the place > it was likely this fellow might be found, who had. determi- 
ned to commit this murther ; moxeover:bedeſcribed his Complexion, Age, 
Stature, * _—_— of his 1 Some — ſeat to find him out, and 
apprehend him, but in vain, for not, reuaity to put bis 
bloody deſign in execution, he was gone away fur Peder 

The Counſellor adviſed Clerantes to-de revenged ofthe 9440 man, 'who was 
ſo wicked as not to come unto him, to diſcover the enterpriſe that was. contri- 
ved againſt him; but he waald do nothing ia it, and S thay, both he 
and his Companion » who did bear ſo mortal a er 
ſome injury on his behalf, in which he was nothing deceived ; + hag as | 
ſtood by his Secretar 72 che Receivers under bis authority had d ecei chem 
of a certain ſumme of mony that was due ynto them, of LA eo pron | 
nitely ſenſible, becauſe they were extremely poor; s.own. 
Coffers he cauſed the ſaid ſam of money to 28 s Rog! 
deſiring them for the time to come to be his friends. ;T 
tirely gain their good wills, as ſince they have made ab nd 
vice and affection to him. 

Clerames thus delivered from that danger, did determine to 
acquaincance'with fair Amye ; This was the name of eek Citizens os 
once more he deſired to have in his Armes. Love exerc 
authority he was conſtrained to obey it, he celine 
viſit to his Sweet» heart, in he ve lr. 
venient to diſguiſe himſelf as — — 2 , 
very inconſiderable train, ho moſt of 5 
they did let fi , as we directed, and e 
the y houſe where Clerantes chief | . 

one of his Servants to alight, and knock at die in do 
—— of his Hawks was fled into the Garden, ich he de | 
They no ſooner heard of Clrrantes name, but e they did op. 
door, aſſuring him that it was more than they knew of any hawk chat 
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way; 
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way; The Falconer nevertheleſſe never ceated hattowing and turing the Hawk: 
At the laſt Cleranres and my felf aliphted, and earring mo the Garden where 
the Falconer was,; we demanded if they had not taken upa Hawk which we 
had loſt. The Citizens'wife ſeeing the Lord Cleraues,did courregully ad- 
dreſſe her ſelf unto him, and intreated him c hat he would be pleaſed to reſt 
himſelf a little in her houſe, until his Servants had found the Hawk. ä 

To make uſe of the occaſion which ſo fairly offered it ſelf, Clerarres anſwe- 
red, that he would not refuſe her civility , becauſe he was very weary. Our 
voices differ d much from thoſe which e had counterfeited at the Wedding, 
neither were our Countenances to be Known , for when we had diſguiſed our 
ſelves to perſonate two Minſtrels, ſue took us not to be thoſe men whom now 
ſhe beheld ; ſo much her —— deceived her eyes, and indeed, who 
could be ſo cunniag, as to difcern the truth of fach a myſterys We bein 
ſate, auc ſhe likew fte Clerantes ſaid; that the humour of his Falcon whick 
had frayed away was extremely unpleaſing to him, it being the moſt uncon- 
ſtant, and the moſt unfaithfull Bird that ever he found ; I made anſwer that if 
ſhe was fed quite away, it was no great loſſe, becauſe there were better eve- 
ry day to be Hound. In this manner we did maintain a long diſcourſe upon Fal- 
conry, not without ſome reflecttont apon Ladies, which gave the Citizens 
wife to underſtand that we were good Fellowes.» She returned us but y 
ſvaringalifvers, altlough we did provoke her to ſpeak as much as we 8ould. 
Madam! ſaid Clera#tes; to give yoù without diſſembling an account of my 
comming hither , it was rather to ſee you than to have my Faſcon again. She 
made anſwer, that he muſt pardon ber- it ſhe could not believe that he would 
rake ſo mc pains for to ſee ſo unworthy a Creature as her ſelf. Do you think 
then he replyed) that I d eſtetia die of my Falcon than of you? you do 
extre ſe your ſelf, fot have more raaſon to make much of you. than 

of it; fot it v credible you will not: be ſo unkind as to diſappoint your 
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hold combat with two Champions at once, who eaſily can furmount you in 
the Juſtice of their Cauſe, although you add more colour to your el 

than they. For my ſelf, I love not to fight with words, I had rather ftrike 
home with good Arms, and demonſtrate my valour by eſſects. If you pleaſe, 
I will throw down my Glove, according to the antient cuſtom of Chivalry, 
to give you an aſſurance that I will come on ſuch a day as you ſhall appoint, to 
make proof of my valour againſt yours: I will make choice of Francion to be 
Iudge of the Field. Knight errant of Love, ſaid Amye, you ſhew your ſelf to 
be but a novice, and unworthy of your profeſſion, becauſe you obſerve not 
the true rules of Knighthood, you ought to be chaſtiſed by your King who 
bath dubbꝰd you knight! Have you not learn'd that there ought not any one 
to be Judge in the combats you deſire to fight, which are to be managed in 
private. On theſe words, I interrupted her and ſaid, You are infigitely reaſo- 
nable. Fight with one another as long as you pleaſe, Iwill not interpoſe to 
be your Judge in the Conflict. The hour is propitious to you both to joyn in 
battail; Farewell for a while, I will go ſee if your Hawke yet heard of again. 
Begin when you ſhall think good your ſelves, and the Devil take him that 
ſhall part you. | 

Speaking thoſe worde, in a garb of fleering humility, I did reverence to them, 
and ſhutting the door after me, I returned to ( lerantet Servants, with whom 
I difcourſed of Falconry, and of a covey of Partridges which the Spaniels had 
newly ſprung : In the mean time Clerantes following the good counſell 
which I had given him, did imploy himſelt to combat with his fair Warrier, 
and demanded of her, if ſhe were in the reſolut ion that the prize ſhould im- 
mediatly begin to be playd. She who had maintained the former diſcourſe but 
only in a gallantry , was ſurprized in amazement to ſee that ſhe ſhould be aſ- 
faulted in good earneſt; No, no, ſaid ſhe, I will not have the honour to over- 
come you at ＋ you have not had time enough to arm and provide 
you ſelf. You ſhall pardon me, anſwered Cler antes, I would not have ſpo- 
ken of the Combat if I had not found my ſelf provided for it. 

On thoſe words he did lead her into the next Chamber, and ed hime 
ſelf to give her a teſtimony of his valour, but ſhe told him that if he touched 
her ſhe would cry out, and would call to her Husband , He made anſwers 
Why, Madam. do you not remember but that even ao you ſdid , That there 
ought not any to be judge in our Combat? the replyed, I thought not of the 
evil which you had the n in your heart. Let us talk no more of that, ſaid CA. 
rantes, conſider with your ſelf that they that ſhall come in hither, and find 
me ſhut up wich you , will believe chat by aremarkable ing, you doe 
cry out after the buſineſſe is done, only to gtom upon — opinion to 
have them think well of it, when there is no occoſion for it, and by that 
means you will be the more defamed, and accuſed of Hypocriſte, and you 
will receive thereby much ſhame and ſorrow , without caſting any pleaſure at 

all. As for the reſt of your allegation , I am confident that your Husband is 
not within, and ſo I was informed when I came into your Houſe. Wo is the, 
laid ſhe, you are too ſubtle for me, I thought to have ſpoken ia mirth only to 
paſſe away the time, and you turn it into treaſon agaiaſt me. Well, well, 
ſaid Cleraxtes, the Ocdinances which you lately mentioned are of nb value 
for I find it moſt neceſſary to baye nudge in whatſoever Combat it be, for i 
I have one, he ſhall be an eye witneſſe that. will uſe notreachery in this 
Combat, nor will ſhew any tou] play in it, Na, no, Sweetheapr-; he w_r 
ceeding ſaid , and did put his hand upon hen Bteaſla, Ir is n to | 
you before, and to begin here. For all theſe Words Oedid rostinse to make 
reſiſtance, which did inforce him to demoaſtrate that ſhe Aid hem wrong to 
refuſe that to him, which but a few days beſdre ſne ind rouctifafed to a play 
er on the Cymball; You cannot r it was a gu Angel ho toſd 
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me the tydings of it. He alſo informed me that the reaſon which moſt induced 
you to it , was becauſe you conceived the affair ſhould be carried ſo extreme- 
ly ſecret, you were then pleaſed ro admit him, and without doubt did think 
it not ill done, becauſe it was ſo well managed by you, that even he who was 
the party did not know himſelf who it was he imbraced. But this cannot be 
done now, content your ſelf therefore with the aſſurance which I doe 
make unto you, that what ſhall paſſe betwixt us ſhall never be diſcovered 
unto any. | 

— was amazed to underſtand that Clerantes knew of her loves, and 
undoubtedly believed that he had a familiar ſpirit , and deliberating a little 


with her ſelf what a bandſome Man he was, and of how great a quality , and 


what benefits for ber part ſhe might receive from him, ſhe reſolved with her 
ſelf not to be too rigorous , nevertheleſſe ſhe ſaid unto him, You doe accuſe 
me of a fault which I never did commit, neither will commit at this time; for 
that which you demand belongeth to my husband , and I have promiſed to 
preſerve it for him. You ſhall receive more from me, ſaid Clerantes, than I 
ſhall take from you, we ought not to be angry when another ſhall ſow our 
ground with his own ſeed. But my Husband, ſaid Amye, is conſcientious, and 
will not keep the fruits that ſhall in that nature be produced. Say you ſo 
( ſweet Friend) ſaid Cler amtes, Send them home to me, they ſhall be in a 
good and a ſafe hand. | 

After theſe words he found no more reſiſtance. In this manner they paſſed 
away two long hours, and as one of our Hawks made a flight into the adja- 
cent meadow , I beheld the Garden door to open, and galloping towards it, 
I arrived juſt as they were bidding one another Farewell. O Madam, ſaid I, 
Tell me now, Is not the Lord Clerames of approved valour? Yes certainly, 
ſaid ſhe, I be Victory betwixt us will always evenly be ballanced , and accor- 
dingly as we regain new ſtrength, ſometimes the one, ſometimes the other 
will have the advantage. | 

In this gentle concluſion we did take our leaves of her, and all along the 
way we did not cea ſe to admire her ſpirit, of which Clerantes did give me fo 
many proofs, rehearſing to me all the diſcourſe which ſhe had with him in 
my abſence. I gave thanks unto Love for the fortune he received, 

Some time afterwards Letters were directed to him to cauſe him to return 
unto the Court, to which (for all his oathes to the contray } he was conſtrai- 
to go, and propounding to my ſelf what was the neceſſity that did inforce him 
to it, I did what I could to render the journey agreeable unto him. 

By nature he was very ambitious, and the deſtgn which he had to lead a 

rivate life, did only proceed from his inability to imploy himſelf in the af- 

238 of States. But having obtained the favour of the King as much as any o- 
ther, at the laſt he deſited it more particularly, and to have his Coantenance 
altogether. and aſpiring to places of great Authority , he did now more loye 
the Court than before he hated ic, ſo that at the laſt I was delivered from the 
trouble. by ſtudying any more, by my praiſes, to make the Court to appear 
pleaſant to him. i h 

He ſollicited my advancement as much as poſſibly be could, and at the haſt 
he procured that I had the countenagce of the King , who a long time had 


known me before. I did aſſiſt him my (elf in my preferment, and ordinarily 


did bold diſcourſe with the King, in which he obſerved à certain acuteneſſe 
of Spirit that did tauch delight him. Do you conceive that I became more glo- 
rious in my ou conceit, and that I more eſteemed my ſelf, becauſe that eve · 
ry day I made freely my addreſſes to the King? I proteſt unto you No; It was 
a thing but indifferent to me. I am got of the humour of that honeſt French- 
man, who boaſted that he made his approaches ſo near unto the King in a cer- 


rain ceremony, that the chaſe of lis Scabbard did tonch his cloaths ; Neither 


will 
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will I reſemblg.my ſelf to another, who with great glory did ſhew to all the 
world che iche which / from his Ma jeſties mouth did caſually light upon his 
Cloak as he paſſed in the ſtreet by him: Such a ſimplicity is not gracefull to 
me; I ſhould rather commend the rudeneſſe of the Country man, who, his 
his Companion deſiring him to leave off his labour to come to look upon the 
King, who was riding through their Town, did make anſwer, that he would 
not take ſo much as one ſtep out of doors to ſee him, tor the King was but a 
man no more than himſelf, 

I received the favours which his Ma jeſty vouchſafed me, with a ſpirit that 

always preſerved it ſelf in the ſame temper , and which never would ſuffer it 
ſelf to be tranſported into any diſdainfull motion. In his preſence I oftentimes 
would bitterly inveigh 2gainſt ſome Gentlemen, who, I conceived, did deſerve 
it, Nevertheleſle their Ignorance was ſo abhominable, that che greateſt 
of them did believe it nothing did concern them, or elſe would fall a laughing 
as others did . believing ( ſuch fools they were) that what 1 did ſpeak was 
not to have them to retire from their tollies, but only to feed them with 
new pleaſure. I rus ir is, there was one amongſt them called Baiawmond, who 
had more apprehenſion, but not more wiſdom than the reſt. He was a glo- 
rious Fool, neither would he turn into ſport the jeers of other men, nor ab- 
ſtain from committing thoſe faults for which he was reprebended. All the 
Satyres that were compoſed at the Court had no other ſubject but himſelf, he 
was a T heam of ſcope enough for all the Poets of the Town to exerciſe their 
wits on, which cauied him to ſwear that the firſt that made ment ion of him 
in mockerie ſhould be grievouſly puniſhed if he could but arrive to the know- 
ledge of him: | 

One day when I was inthe Lenvre I diſcourſed of diverſe things with ſome 
of my friends , and we cameto talk at laſt of the great plumes of Feathers 
then in faſhion ; fome commended the uſe of them, others who were more 
preciſe did condemn them: For my ſelf I did much extoll them, as diverſe o- 
ther accoutrements which pertain to the ornament of Gentlemen, howſoever 
I could not approve ( I ſaid) the humour of ſome ſenſeleſſe Courtiers, who 
— that they have feathers as great as the Mules ofthe Kings ſtable, which 
they would have to ſerve them as a ſhade, and when the Sun ſhines they con- 
tinually do look down upon their ſhadowes to obſerve how gracefully they 
become them, and with theſe Feathers they hope to charm the reſolations of 
the moſt obdurare Ladies. 

I have lately ( ſaid I ) heard the hiſtory of an amorous young Gentleman, 
who did lay forth as much money on feathers only, as on all the other habili- 
ments he did wear, and yet, for all that, could never mollifie the hand heart 
of his Miſtreſſe. : _ 

As ſoon as I had ſpoken thoſe words all the Company entertaining a con- 
fidence that 1 would not recite any ſtale Hiſtory , did iatreat me with one ac- 

cord to rehearſe it to them, and I did thus begin. 

I muſt then, Gentlemen, begin my Account with a Count of whom. I make 
no account. Immediatly Baamond, who was behind us, and did always wear a 

great plum of feathers in his Hat, and who alſo was Count himſe lf, did imagin 
that I had an intent to bring him upon the Stage. He drew therefore more 
near unto us to underſtand the ſubjet of my Diſcourſe. He ( ſaid I) of 
whom 1 am to ſpeak , did fall in love with the Daughter of a Phyſician of this 
Town, for he had never the courage to carry his Deſires to a mote eminent 
place, He for the moſt parc did the, Church, to which ſhe repaired 
to hear Maſſsin the Morning. and Veſpers inthe Evening, and oftentimes be 
would walk by the Door of her Fathers Houſe, to enjoy the 2 to 
dehold her; At the laſt, he adviſed with himſelf to lodge in a C r ready 
furniſhed, that was directly over in bouſe, hoping that the proximi- 
3 of 
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ty of the place would briug ſome contentment to him, for the ptcſent, and 
de a happy means for the manifeſtation of his love for che time to eome. One 
of his Lackeys was commanded to court her Servant, pretending to be amo- 
rous of her; He was obedient to the command, and in a ſhort time he gained 
the favour of the Maid, ſo that his Maſter did diſcover unto him the affecti- 
on which he did bear to the Daughter of the Phyſician, and deſired his iadea- 
vour to aſſiſt him. This affair of his did meet with marvellous ſucceſſe. At 
laſt the Maid Servant being very familiar with her young Miſtreſſe, who go- 
verned all things in the houſe after her Mothers deceaſe, did acquaint her 
wirh the great love which her Neighbour over the way did bear unte her, for 
which ſhe was extremely checked, her young Miſtreſſe being highly iacenſed, 
becauſe ſhe favoured the ſuit of ſuch a man, who by the greatneſs of his birth 
and fortunes, did make love unto her to violate her honour, and not to e- 
ſpouſe her, and was forbidden for the time to come to bring any ſuch Meſſa- 
ges unto her. The poor ſerving Maid was exceſſively ſorry that ſhe could per- 
— nothing for him , who had promiſed her ſuch extraordinary rewards, 
Neverthelefſe to draw ſome profit from him, ſhe made him believe that he 
was paſſionately beloved by her Miſtreſſe. She needed not to make many 
proteſtations to induce him to entertain this belief, for he had more vanity 
than any other in this age. When he paſſed through the ſtreets , he would 
turn him on every fide ro ſee if any did obferve him, and if any one perad- 
venture did faſten his eye upon him, being amazed at his prodigious pride 
he would imagine that he entred into admiration, either at che ſymmetry and 
proportion of hi · Body, or at the richneſſe of his habit. If a word were ſpoken 
on Gas other ſubje& as he paſſed by, he did take it as ſpoken on himſelfand 
expounded all to his own advantage;if a youngGirl had but looked upon him, 
he ſtedfaſtly did believe that ſhe was amorous of him. It was told me, that com 
ing one day to Gent lewomam houſe and feeing there one of his friends who 
was a ſervant to her, he immediatly departed; the other meeting him geci- 
dently (ome few duys afterwurds, demanded of him, what offence he had 
done him , that he would not ſtay in the place where he was; The Court 
made anſwer to him, Youare a bad Interpreter of my actions, I | 
departed from your Miſtreſſes houſe to doe you a pleaſure , having under 
ſtood by the praiſes ſhe did give to the curles of my Perivigge , that ſhe did 
bear a greater affeRion to me than to your telf, I was afraid that my preſence 
would make her refrain from beſtowing thoſe favours on you which yoa may 
deſire, and do deſerve. Thoſe who did acquaint me with the ſtory of this vain 
perſon , whom they knew well , did give me an account of a thouſand 
luch fellies he committed. The Daughter of the Phyſician, without making 
any experimental practice of him, did in a ſhort time perceive of what hu- 
mour he was. The Windows of his Chamber pou always open when hedid 
put vn any new ſuit of Apparel, or did any other thing in which his magais 
ficence did appear, and at dinner always, or at ſapper, the diſhes for a little 
_ were placed in the window, that the good cheer he made might be be- 
This was the cauſe that ſhe did rather hate than love him, and related all 
his va nities to ſome of her choiceſt friends, who one Evening came into her 
chamber to take ſome pleaſure at the apiſh tricks of ber Servant, who when e- 
ver as the came to her window, would be ſure always to be putting out his 
head at h own. 'It fo-came to paſſe that there was a Gentleman with him 
who plzyed very well upon the Lute , he intreated him to give him, a Leſſon 
or two, and that hemight not be ſeen, he did conceal him in a conveni- 
ent place hard by the window; In the mean time he did take another Lure im 
to his own hand , and ing at the window be ſo fingerd it, that it might 
be believed by thoſe who-ſtoodin the window over againſt him, that it mat 
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he who played, hoping chat his Miſtreſſe would be the more inamourtd on 
him, having made ic apparent to her that he was indued with ſo Gentleman- 
like a quality; but as it fell out maſt unfortunately for him, one of the Com- 
panions of the Daughter of the Phyſician, -who could play well on that In- 
ſtrument, perceiving by his ſtops and his unskilſull touching of the ſtrings, 
that it was not he who made the harmony, did go up into a toom which was 
a pair of ſtairs higher, where they plainly diſcovered who it was that played. 
To ma ke ſport therefore with the Count, ſometimes they told him k on his 
Lute was out of Tune, ſometimes that he did touch the firings too rudely, 
ſometimes that he had broke his Trebblez Nevertheleſſe for all that the Mu- 
fick continued a long time. 1 he Phyſicians Daughter continuing at the win- 
dow, he remembring t hat he had read in che Romances, that ſome Lovers 
did even ſwoun away in beholding their Miſtreſſes, he, to ſhew the like ex- 
ceſſe of paſſion, ſtanding at the window, did counterfeit himſelf to be in a 
eat feebleneſſe, and cloſing his eyes, and opening his mouth, as if he la- 
ured for a little breath, he tell gently down into che chair | behind him, 
and his window immediatly was eemmanded to be ſhut. The Gen- 
tlewoman ſuſpecting what it was, did ſend one of her Seryants to his 
to underſtand what was the malady that with ſo ſudden à violence had 
prized him, ſeeing that but a little before he ſeemed to be very well when he 
pliyed on his Lute at the window. The Meſſenger being brought inte his 
Chamber, Friend, ſaid he with a feeble voice, Bcquainc your Miſtreſſe, that 
what ſickneſſe I have, ſhe only is che occaſion of it. This Baſwer being retur · 
ned, it did adminiſter to her anew and « greater ſubject of laughter. Her maid 
ſeryant being (till willing to peyform ſome ſeryice for our Count, did aſſure 
him by his Lackey , that within few days ſhe-would procure him the means to 
diſcourſe wich ber Miſtreſſe, and to proceed further peradventure, if the 
Doctor her Father, who did keep her io ſhort, eould be imployed for a while 
in che Country. Iz being repreſented to the Qount , that peradventure this 
Voctor would continue always in the City, if ſome invention were not prattis 
ſed to lend him in the Country, he reſolved with himſel ft rake ſome Beg · 
ar who.was ſick out of Paris, and having ſent him to bis. Signiory in 
ountry, to intreat the Doctor his Neighbout to tabe the pains to ſee him, 
and adminiſter Phyſick to him, making him believe that he was one of the 


98525 has anke | 2 DA 
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them all, be made choice of one who ſeemed the fitteſſ for: his turn. The uf 
fair did ſucceſſively advance it ſelf according ta the defign, for the hope of 


gain, and the good occaſion to take the Country air, did tempt the Phyficis - 


an for ſome days to forſuke his n houſe. No Nas the time ſor the Maid 
ſervant to act her part · She ſaid unto het Miſtreſſe, you are too blame for- 
ſoothto make no more eſteem ef this brave Monſitar , who every day doth 
by bis lool too much accule you of your cruelty; whe knows, but that it is 
bis reſglyrion to marty you, although be is mote rich than your felf? Permit 
him ta have acceſle ungo you in the abſence of your Father hy which means 
you mh examine all his intentions, and find whatſoever he hath in hi belly; 
r Miſtreſſe deſiring to make (ame mirth with the Count, did not teprove 
her NMaidl at that time, but aſſured ber ſhe was aot mach unwilling to enj 
the converſation of her Lover. She immediatly did acquaint the Lackey wink 
it . and in tbe cwim ling of an eye behold my. young Count was arrived at 
the Hguje of the young Centlew man, who had thoſe in het ce y whe 
not long before had ſeen him in his own window to ſwonn away. After ſome 
words of courtelie, ithey came by gourſe: to other which did not fo much 
pleaſe him, becauſprhat ever and ann they gave lum forde:wuch or other, 
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to which he could return no-anſwer, You are to obſerve, that when he was 
to addreſſe himſelf to any company, he did learn ſome complements by heart, 
which be did take out of the Academy of Love, and theſe complements he 
would repeat over and over, although the diicourſe was not on that ſubject. 
which did render him troubleſome and tedious unto all that heard him; I 
leave to you to judge, if at this preſent he had not turned over all the Books 
of Love , to colle& from thence ſome Flowers of Oratory , and if that by his 
language it might not eaſily be underſtood that he had read Verve, and yet 
for all this he would oftentimes fall ſhort, or be extremely out, eſpecially it 
he was put upon a ſubje& on which he had not read that morning. As for his 
paſſionate Love he had not the opportunity to ſpeak much unto his Miſtreſſe 
thereupon, and he received nothing but cold and unſatisfying an wers from 
her; ioſomuch that he began to repent that he had abuſed her Father in a 
needleſſe journey ſo far out of the City. Not long afterwards the Doctor 
being returned did carry his Daughter to a little houſe which he had bought, 
about a mile from Paris, and his buſineſſe not permitting bim to ſtay long 
there, he almoſt every day did come back into the City. His Daughters ſer- 
vant having a greater deſire than ever to aſſiſt the Count, demanded of her 
Miſtreſſe it ſhe could not be well contented, being all alone, to give a little 
entertainment to her ſervant. She made anſwer, yes, thinking ſhe bad ſpo- 
ken of a young Gentleman, one of her on degreee, who made love unto 
her, but her maid ſervant did not move according to that Bias, but adverti- 
ſed the Count that her Miſtreſſe, whoſe Love had overcome him, did paſh- 
onately deſire his preſence. On that Evening he did not fail to retire unto 
the Village, and the maid ſervant cauſing him to enter at the Garden door, 
did bring him to the Granary , where ſhe intreated him to hide himſelf, for 
fear of being ſeen, under ſome old and ragged Coverlets , promifing him as 
ſoon as it was night, that ſhe would come, and conduct him to her Miſtreſle; 
afterwarwards ſhe repaired to her. and ſmiling ſaid, The Gentleman is come, 
I have cauſed him to conceal himſelf above under the Coverlets which are 
there. Her Miſtreſſe ſuſpecting of whom ſhe ſpake , determined with her ſelf 
to take vengeance on him for his boldneſſe to hide himſelſin her houſe , as if 
be had a defigntoraviſh her of her honour ; and becauſe her ſervant ſhould 
not hinder her detetminarion, ſhe only nodded with her head to her, and 
ſent her in an errand to the further end of the Town; ſhe was no ſooner de- 
parted, but ſhe called the Keeper of her Vineyard, and his Son, and cauſing 
each of them to take a good ſtaff in their hands, ſhe did bring them both to 
the Granary. . The Count, the better to take air, did keep his head without 
the Coverlets, but hearing the noiſe, which coming up the ſtairs they made, 
he did hide himſelf under them again. aro 
- Being entred into the Granary, the Daughter of the Phyſician did com- 
mand them to beat the coverlets as hard as they could: to make the duſt fly 
out; TheKeeper of her — — told her t hat her beſt courſo was to take 
them down into the Court, and to bave them beaten and ſhaken there, but 
ſhe made à round anfwer, and told them plainly, ſhe would not have them 
touched but only with their Cudgels. Having ſpoke theſe words ſhe returned 
to her Chamber. In the mean time the two peaſants began to lay about them, 
and to beat the Coverlets with all the force they had , which were not thick 
enough to defend the Count from feeling the Blowes, which did fall like hail 
upon him. g 

This exerciſe being nothing agreeable to his eaſe, he reſolved to put an end 
unto it, and ſuddenly ariſing up, he laid the Son of the Vine. keeper on the 
ground with on blow of his fiſt, and running down the ſtairs, he took bis 
courſe, more ſwift than a purſued Stag, directly to his Lackey. He knew 
not well, afterward, whom to be angry with, either the Miftreſſe or the Ser- 
* ; vant, 
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vant, and perceiving himſelf affconted in the higheſt nature, he turned all 


his love into diſdain , and took his lodging that night in a place far from his 
ungratefull Miſtreſſe, and ever ſince he hath avoided that ſtreet, as the way 
unco the Gibbet. a King the other day, who paſſed by that 
place, It was told me, that he took his leave of a great Peer of the Realm, 
who of his own accord did offer to accompany him to the Rendezyouz of the 
Court, which was interpreted to be a great incivility , becauſe the true rea- 
ſon of it was not fully underſtood 

But this was not his Maſterpiece, for you are to take notice that he had a 
relliſh as well of the exerciſes of Mars, as of Venus. He had not been long 
in the Univerſity, but he was poſſeſſed almoſt with an obſtinate deſire to make 
experience of his valour. He obſerved that no Gentleman was reſpected un - 
leſſe he had fought a Duel or two, therefore when he was high in wine he 
had a great deſire to quarrel, and to raiſe his diſcontent to ſuch a height of in- 
ſolence, that it might ſeem worthy of a challenge. But he was no ſooner freſh 
and in good ſenſe, Pur be conſidered with himſelf that he might as well be o- 
vercome, and mortally wounded, as be a Conqueror. He had no mind to that 
ſport, He would only be beaten as Belleroze was in the Comedy; He would 
have the thing done, which was yet to be done, and if poſſibly it could be ef- 
fected, he — that ſome Man of Credit, troubled by a falſe viſion, 
ſhould publiſh to the world that he had ſeen him in many dengerous incoun- 
ters, although he never was really in any. 

At that time there was at the Courc a Baron of a phantaſtical humour, who 
being one of the Counts acquaintance, did comply with him in all chingg, Ha- 
ving a long time diſcourſed of Duels, and of the valour of the Age, they con- 
cluded on a project for Honour, which ſhall be memorable through all poſte- 
rity. Since all che World did beat on another, they had a deſire to beat them- 
ſelves , without expoſing themſelves to that danger as ſo many other yqun 
Fools are accuſtomed to doe, They were expreſſely reſolved to make a tall 
quarrel in ſome eminent company, and immediatly afterwards-having ſeverd 
themſelves , they plotted to be found in ſome place out of Town with their 
ſwords drawn ( (words that had no more metal in them than their _— 
with which they ſhould make f flouriſh, and traverſe their ground , an 
keep a claſhing, until ſome ſhould clap in to part them, it matter d not, whe- 
ther they were Travailers, or ſome of their own Grooms,who muſt know no- 
thing of their counterfeit valor, becauſe they might ſpeak afterwards of their 
Combat to the greater advantage- The Count, flattering himſelf with a belief 
that this was the only way to procure him Reputation, did ſay, And what e- 
vil is there in it > Sball we ſin againſt the laws of Virtue? Is it raſhly done 
to enterinto thoſe rages in which we obſerve many of the Nobility to be day- 
ly ingaged ? Why ſhould not we make a gallant venture of our lives as well as 
they? And becauſe in theſe times Men are only eſteemed by the number of 
the Duels they have fought , we muſt, although diſſemblingly, practiſe the 
ſame Arts, becauſe there is no other way to gain us reputation. Let us put 
the Caſe; that ſometimes a kingdom may be given to a Man for committing 
ſome evil act „ he who hath not committed the act, but hach diſſembled he 
hath done it, to gain the Crown, will ſtill find comfort in himſelf, how 
cruelly ſoever other men judge of him, Let us accomodare our ſelves to the 


Age, and make an advantage of our misfortunes, if we cannot remove them. ' 


The other approving his reaſons and reſolutions , they concluded upon ſome 
phantaſtical ſubject to quarrel inthe Tilyeard in the preſence of divers Gen- 
clemen. The Count affirmed, ic imported not if the occaſion of the quarrel 
was never ſo ſmall , for they who fight Duels on the leaſt occaſions, are the 
only men, who are now eſteemed, becauſe they make fuch little reckoning of 
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their lives, which on all occaſions they doe hazard. In this reſolution, the 
Baron and the Count taking horſe, they parted from their Company by ſe- 
veral ways, and paſſing over Newbridge towards the Evening they came to 
C berks Field, where alighting from their horſes, they took their ſwords in 
hand. They made choice of a place where they might be ſeen of all, ſo that 
they no ſooner made a claſhing with their ſwords , but the Citizens and the 
Souldiers did make haſt to part them. One who ſtood near unto them did 
ſwear unto me, that the Count even then ſaid unto the Baron, Be nor ſo 
violent in your motion: Make but gentle thruſts , and fuch as eafily I may 
put by. Moreover it was obſerved, that they did fight in the ſame poſture 
as if they were dancing the Pyrrhique dance, obſerving a tune and method in 
claſhing their ſwords one againſt the other. This nevercheleſſe was not taken 
notice of, and they were intreated to be reconciled. To this counſel they were 
very obedient, and they did put their Swords into their ſcabbards again, con- 
renting themſelves to allege , that it ſtood neither with reaſon nor honour 
to make their paſſadoes before ſo many people. 
Afcer this, their friends arrived, having followed them upon an imaginati- 

on that they were gone to fight with one another. They came back together 
into the City, where they were made good friends, and their deſperate Du» 
ell was every where publiſhed, to the advantage as well of the one as of the 
other. Tell me, was not this an Heroical reſolution? and if in their in Infan- 
cy they had taken any fall by which they were hurt, could they not make the 
people believe that they were ſcars which they had received in ſome former 
Duell? Me thinks when they fought they might have clapped to their ſides a 
hoggs bladder full of blood, by which they might have counterfeiced them- 
ſelves to be wounded. Nevertheleſſe, or all this Artifice , their glory hath 
been ſince renowned over all the Court, as hath been the glory of many o- 
chers, who are no more valiant than themſelves. I bad not known their de- 
cei pt, were it not for one of their Grootns, who did conceal himſelf in the 
Chamber of the Count when they made the plot, and fince hath publiſhed it. 
The Count did find himſelf ſo highly and generally eſteemed for having ha- 
zarded his life in this ſingle fight, that be hath been ever ſince dazled with 
the overcoming ſplendor of his own glory. T he other day he would have 
challenged one of the Kings Receivers, becauſe he ſaw him too (ften in the 
houſe of a Gentlewoman whom he loved , but he was confident before hand 
chat he would never anſwer him, although according to the colours he did 
wear he was habited like a man of the word. He did write a _— to 
him, the form whereof be did take out of Amadis, and ſent it by the Groom 
of his chamber. The Receiver, having read it, did return this Aniwer, Tell 
your Maſter, that ] am not at this preſent in a diſpoſition to fight. I am a Man 
of peace, and will tacisfie him in whatſoever ſhall be requiſite: Let him i- 
magin that he ſees me in the field with my ſword in my hand, and fighting a- 
gainſt him; Let bim imagin that he hath laid me on the ground; Let bim 
publiſh it throughout the City, I will acknowledge it. For the preſent, I dos 
confeſſe my ſelf overcome, and without any fighting I demand of him that 
he would grant me my life. It is my beſt courſe, 1 do find, ſo to do, and to 

prevent the Evil rather than attend it. Would it be diſcretion think you to 
implore the mercy of my Enemy after he hath given me my deadly wound? 
W hether the Receiver did ſpeak this in Earneſt or in Jeſt is not much materi- 
al; but howſoever it was, the Count was effectnally contented, and did boaſt 
to every one whom he did meet, how gallantly he had overcome this Man, 
who did every day fo out-brave him, infomuch that for his imaginary con- 
queſt , he believed he deſerved almoſt as magnificent triumphs as the Romans 
heretofore for their greateſt Atchievement. 


This was the Story I did account unto them. which was no ſooner ended, 
but 
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but all thoſe who heard it, did intreat me to give them the name of the Count, 


which was more than I could doe, for I (wear unto you, that thoſe who did 
rehearſe it to me did conceal his Name, 

Count Bai am, having heard ſome part of my diſcourſe, looking with 
a diſcontented Eye upon me (for which I could not imagin the cauſe) did 
retire himſelf from our company. One of our Number having obſerved it, 
& knowing withall the vanity of his humour, did laughing at him declare that 
he believed che ſubject of my diſcourſe did reflect upon him. For my ſelf, I had 
at the leaſt the ſame belief, although I did not divulge it. And ſurely we 
did not deceive our ſelves; for he was a great part of that which I had ſpoken, 
as afcerwards he made it appear by the vengeance he would take of me, be- 
lieving that I had done him an unpardonable wrong, by rehearſing a Story 
which belonged to himſelf. 

One Evening, returning late from a Ladies houſe with whom J long diſ- 
courſed, I was incountred by the way with the Groom of his Chamber, 
whom at that time I did not know, who told me that at the corner of the 
next Street there was a Gentleman, one of my friends, who deſired to ſpeak 
with me! Behold how well a creacherous heart doth know how to make uſe 
of his own time. I was on Foot, and bad none to follow me but my little 
Biſcayn who was unarmed, becauſe I came from a place, to which, the bet- 
ter to conceal my ſelf from publick obſervation , I would not goe with any 
great Equipa ge. 

I had no miſtruſt of him, and talking of many things I did got along with 
him, receiving by the way many teſtimonies of a good diſpoſition: Croffi 
the way where was a Lanthern with a Candle in it, according to the cuſtom 
of the City, he did caſt his eyes upon my Sword, and ſaid unto me, Sir, you 
have there, I ſee, an excellent hilt, Is the Blade anſwerable to it? let me ſee 
I pray you- He had no ſooner ſpoke the word but I did put the ſword into 
his Hand: He immediatly unſheathed it to ſee if it were well poiſed , And as 
he was giving me his Judgement of it , wecame into a cloſe lane , where, as 
dark as it was, I diſcovered ſome Men who did hide themſelves in the porches 
of ſome of the buildings, to whom he ſaid , Sirs, ſee where he is; Be of good 
courage my Companions. Immediatly they did all draw their ſwords to aſ- 
fault me, and I baving not then my own to aſſiſt me, I took a Piſtol out of 
my Pocket , which being diſcharged at random, I had not the leiſure to 
charge it again, therefore I did commend unto my feet the charge of my ſafe- 
ty. I did run with ſo much ſpeed, that it was impoſſible for them to overtake 
me, and I protected my ſelf in the ſhop of a paſtry Cook which I found open: 
As for my Lackey, he fled directly to the houſe of Clerantes, who cauſed all 
his Gentlemen, the Grooms of his Chamber, and his Lackeys, to come forth 
to my aſliſtance, but they could neit her find me nor thoſe who aſſaulted me. 
Fearing to be diſcovered by my Enemies, I took upon me to be one of them, 
and did paſſe along the ſtreets crying, where is he? It was my fortune to 
paſſe by a houſe, which a long time I had known to be a Bawdy houſe, and 
being called anto out of the window, ſix or ſeven men came forth into the 
ſtreets, and conſtrained me to enter in to play at Dice with them, I ſtaked a 
teſton to every one of them, and in the way of curteſie emptyed all my Fobb 
upon the Table, and although I had not won much of them, they did ſwear 
unto me, that I muſt ſing them a Song for their Silver; I did ſing one of the 
beſt that I had, which they never heard before. After that, one of them de- 
manded of me, If I would play again that they might win hack their money? 
I made anſwer, With all my heart. As we were throwing the Dice, I heard 
a young Fellow ſay to one of the Maid ſervants, We have done nothing this 
Evening on the Enterpriſe which we were to perform for Count Baiewond, 
againſt one whom we knew not, he _ unfortunatly is eſcaped out ” on 
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hands, _ brought unto us by char gallant young Blade, who did goe along 
out of this houſe with us. 

By thoſe words I underſtood that I was amongſt my Aſſaſſinates, who 
were ſuch Villains, that for a little money they would kill a man in cold 
blood. Howſoever I was glad to underſtand that it was he who would have 
cauſed me to be killed by a treachery ſo diſagreable to a Man who carried 
the title of Nobility. Having loſt all my ſilver, becauſe I did not mind my 
play in liſtning ro what was ſpoken, I had free leave to depart the Houſe, and 
took my way towards Clerantes houſe, whom I hoped to have made merry, 
in appearing before him in that Equipage in which I chen was, and in accoun- 
ting to him the dangers from which I was miraculouſly delivered. I knocked 
as loud as I could at the Gate which was ſhut againſt me, becauſe that thoſe 
who were ſent forth to aſſiſt me were all retired. A Switzer who was half 
aſleep and half drunk, did come unto the Gate , and dewanded, who was 
there? I made no anſwer to him, but only by the repeated knocks of the Ham- 
mer; He ſaid, that his Lady had forbid that any noiſe ſhould be made, being 
indiſpoſed in her health, and moreover thus proceeded in his diſcoutſe, 
Fool, If you will not hold your hand, I ſhall give you that which ſhall ſtick by 
you. In the name of God, what is it you would have? My Lady cannot 
ſleep, and doe you come to make Muſick to her. Are you a Chanter > If you 
are a Chanter ſhew me your Tablature ? 

Having propounded theſe goodly queſtions , he opened the Gate, and I 
ſaid unto him, Let tne come, in I am #ra»ciov, but he not knowing me, and 
thinking that I asked for Francion, told me, Francios hath nothing to do 
with you, nor with any that belongs unto you, He is not within. Speaking 
thoſe words he immediatly did ſhut the gate upon me, and departed without 

iving any ear to what I ſaid, ſo that being unwilling to make any more noiſe, 
— e the Lady was not well, I did put out my Candle, and did reſolve to 
walk again in the ſtreets, conſidering with my ſelf into what houſe I might 
belt retire, for there were many men yet up, before whom I would not wil- 
lingly appear, knowing well enough they would conceive that I had diſguiſed 
my ſelf for ſome diffolute ends, and thereupon they would raife upon me a 
thouſand ſcandals , which they would publiſh at the Court. 

] was profoundly poſſeſſed with this thought, when I was ſtayd by the 
watch, who demanded of me whether | was going, and who I was? you may 
ſee who I am, ſaid I, by my empty Fobb,, ſam going home having loſt all 
my money at play. We were then very near to one of the Lanterns of the 
ſtreet, which cauſed them to obſerve wy countenance, in which they diſcern'd 
1 know not what that I did not look like ſuch a Gameſter. They therefore did 
ſuſpect me to be ſome guilty perſon, and the rather becauſe l had no Candle 
lighred , they therefore examined my Pockets, where they found a Piſtol, 
which confirmed them in their bad opinion of me. You ate a knave, ſaid they, 
and have thus diſguiſed your ſelf to commit ſome murder; we are comman- 
ded to have a ſtrict eye on ſuch people who take the ſame courſe as you doe; 
you ſhall goe along with us to priſon. Having ſpoke thoſe words they all 
took hold of me, and cauſed me to go along with them to the great Caſtle. 
I dutſt not tell them that I was Franc ion, although I knew well enough that 
they would let me goe as ſoon as I had but toid them my name. I choſe ra- 
ther at this preſent to come out of their hands by ſome other way. I had 
hid my Parſe derwixt my ſhirt and my skin, which was the cauſe they could 
not find it, although it was the firſt thing which they did ſearch for, I deſired 
them to unband me that I might take it out, and I did give them all that was 
in it. They did thank me for my liberallity , and without any more enqui- 
s after my affairs, they did all conſert that I ſhould goe where I plea» 
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I conceived with my ſelf it was not amiſſe to return to the Cooks houſe, 
where baving undiſguiſed my ſelf, and believing that my enemies who watch- 
ed for me were all retired, 1 did goe again to Clerentes houſe , where I no 
ſooner knocked at the Gare, but by fortune the Switzer was awake, and 
rapping out many oathes he opened the Gate ſor me, and the fumes of the 
wine he drank being diſſipated, he knew me better than he did before. He 
did let me in, and as I demanded of him what a clock it was, becauſe he ſeem- 
ed fo unwilling to open the Gate, he told me it was too morrow, which made 
me ere to laugh, for he ſhculd have ſaid it was a little paſt midnight: 
I did goe directly to my lodging, where I found that my ſervants, who under- 

ſtood of my bad fortune could not ſleep, ſuch an affection they did bear unto 
me, and were very diligent to have me to bed, where I needed not to be rock. 
ed to cauſe me to ſleep. 

When day appeared I addreſſed my ſelf to Clerantes, and declated to him 
the adventures which on the night before had befallen me. And this procu- 
red his hatred to Count Baia mond, inſomuch that he asked of me if he ſhould 
acquaint the King with it, to demand juſtice of him. I much thanked him for 
his good will, which I beſeeched him not to imploy on that ſubject, being 
unwilling that his Majeſty ſhould trouble himſelf with our quarrels. Never- 
theleſſe I reſolved with my ſelf to ſtand on my Guard, and to goe abroad no 
more but with a good train, ſince I was aſſaulted at once by Baia, with 
ſo many people. 

I was ſorry that I had ſo deeply ingaged my ſelf in this quarrel by aſſuming 
too great a liberty of ſpeech, for there is no man ſo weak or impotent, who 
cannot be hurtfull enough, if he be armed with wicked and treacherous reſo- 
lations; and I now at laſt perceived that to live at reſt , we muſt not indea- 
vour to diſoblige any whomſoever , but to carry our ſelves towards all with a 
gentle and a complying mind, eſpecially at the Court, where there are ſuch 
mucinous Spirits, that they cannot endure that the Truth ſhould be repre- 
ſented to them; Nevertheleſle I had a defire to ſatisſie my honour concerni 
that affair; and having accidently met with Count Baia, ſaid unto him; 
Count, Have you forgot the Vertues which ſuch a Monſieur as you, who 
make profeſſion of Nobility ought to praiſe? How comes it about, that on 
the other night you would aſſault your Enemy by High-way Rogues? Do not 
you know well enough who am, and that I ought not to be dealt withall in 
ſuch a Nature? If I were the moſt infamous man in the world, you ought 
not for your own honour to have done it. If we kave any quarrel, we may 
decide it by our ſelves without the aſſiſtance of any Seconds. B<iamond bei 
touched ro the quick, becauſe I reproached him for what he had done, a 
withall being deſirous to witneſſe to me that he was indued with a 
ſpirit, did make anſwer to me, that when I pleaſed a thorough account ſhould 
be given for the wrong I had done him at that preſent, and for my accuſing 

him for what was paſled , I replyed to him that it ſhould be to morrow in 
ſome private place out of the City, which I would acqaint him with. It 
troubled me I muſt confeſſe to combate with ſuch a treacherous man, who 
had given ſuch marks of ſo baſe and ſo cowardly a ſpirit, and I perceived that 
I ſhonld gain no great honour to overcome him. Nevertheleſſe, after dinner, 
I did ride forth at Saint A=thonies Gate, having a great deſire to be diſpatch- 
ed of this buſineſſe. Ar the laſt he arrived with a Gentleman who was as 
much my friend as his own, and who would not imploy himſelf to reconcile 
us, becauſe he was of a martial reſolution, and was glad to ſee us in the pre- 
ſent reſolution to fight with one another, boping that he ſuddenly ſhould 
diſcover which of us two had the braver ſpirit 5::«moxd took him along with 
him, believing that I had one to ſecond me, but perceiving that I was alone, 
he defired him that he would be pleaſed only to be a SpeRaRor of the c_ 
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bat. We were on our way to Charenton, where, as we were looking out for 
ſome place of retirement, wherein to execute our deſign, Leroxtes paſſed by 
in his Caroach. He was all alone, as was the cuſtome of that Lord , who was 
pleaſed in private to recreate and entertain himſelf in private, being removed 
(rom all the noiſe and diſtempers of the Court. | 

Civility did oblige us to ſalute him, and to ſpeak unto him, who obſerving 
that we were both armed with Rapiers, did ſuſpe& the affair, and to hindec 
us from enterprizing any thing, he deſired us to make a little ſtay , without 
ſpeaking any more words. He then repreſented to us that the day being ſul- 
try hot, it were better for us to ſit in the ſhade in his Caroach, than to be on 
horſeback. We fearing that he would take offence, if we ſhould be ſo unci- 
vil as to deny him our Company (and the rather, becauſe we could find no 
excuſe to travel any further) did accept of his Love, and our Lackeys held our 
dorſes.He caſting his eye on my Horſe he did like him exceedingly well, and 
ſaid, I will try if I can practiſe on Horſeback my old Rudiments, for all the 
heat of the Sun. Gentlemen, Doe not ſtir, I pray you. 

Speaking thoſe words, he planted himſelf in my ſaddle, and performed all 
the feats that belonged to a good Horſeman. In the mean time the Caroach 
was hurrying on towards Paris, and Baiamond affecting an undanted genero- 
ſity, would often ſay unto me, Was it poſſible that this ſhould fall que ſo? 
For my ſelf I burned with impatience, and would have fought preſently, if it 
had been poſſible for us ro fight in the Caroach. Lerontes, ſeeing that we 
were near unto Ceflans, had a deſire to walk thither on foot: We alighted 
from the Caroach, and did goe along with him to the fair Gardens, where 
I entertained him all che while wich ſuch diſcourſe, as did not teſtifie the leaſt 
trouble of Spirit. When he beheld that it grew towards the Evening, he de- 
manded of us, if we would return to Paris with him? and deſired us openly to 
acknowledge to him what was the deſign we had. Ireplyed , our deſign was 
amorous, we were going this Evening to viſic a Lady in thoſe parts. I am 
ſorry then, ſaid he, that I bave hindered your journey. And on thoſe words 
we took our leaves of him. He was no ſooner gone, but Baiamond demanded 
if I would fight preſently? but his friend made anſwer that now it was unſea- 
ſonable, becauſe that night approached ; at thoſe words he ſeemed more ea- 
ger, and alleged that we had time enough, to which I readily did agree. 
Nevertheleſſe we did nothing at all, but reſolved to defer the incounter until 
the next day, and for the preſent we did return unto the City. Baiamord was 
then in his extravancies, and would take boat , alleging it was more cool and 
pleaſant to return by Water than by Land. We =J inco the ſame Boat 
with him, baving commanded our Lackeys to lead our horſes unto Paris, 
When we were half the way, he began to riſe up, and to ſtand upright in the 
Boat, and cryed out, O what a grief do I feel within me to attend ſo long 
for ſatisfaRion for the injuries you have done me! I will delay my revenge no 
longer; let us fight in this Boat, here is room enough. He of us two who ſhall 
be killed ſhall have his Body thrown into the River that the affair may be 
concealed. Therecan no better courſe be found to avoid the proceedings of 
juſtice. Speaking thoſe words, he drew his Sword, believing that 1 would 
have done the like, but Monteſpin (for ſo he was called who did accompany 
us) taking hold of him by the Arm, did ſay unto him, What do you make 
accouut to do my friend ? were there ever ſeen ſuch proceedings? If it ſhould 
be known to any what a motion you have made, they would condemn you 
for the extremeſt folly in the world. Have patience a little, we are not now 
in a place to fight Duels. Theſe words made him quiet, and yet for all that 
he ceaſed no to teſtifie the great deſire he had to begin che Duell, but upon 
my faith I plainly did perceive that he had not ſo great a deſire as he preten- 
ded; He was juſt of the humour ofthe Duelliſts of this age, who have alto- 
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gether an extravagant Fury in their diſcourſe, and no reſolution at all in their 
Souls. I aſſure mi ſelf, that amungſt a hundred who within theſe two years 
have been (lain in duels, there were hardly four, who according to the Rules 
of true Generoſity have been carryed out of the Field. I can number unto 
you a great many of them who have danced, ſung, and ſhewed a thoufand 
vanities as they were going to the Duel, which u is only to divert themſelves 
that they might not think of the danger that w /s ſo near them. Basamond 
was of the ſame diſpoſicion , and when we came to Parss , finding our Horſes 
near the unto Arſenac, he was importunate that we ſhould all go to ſupper to 
Monteſpins houſe; he committed there a thouſand follies, he drank unto me, 
and did ſing a Song, but certainly he in that did reſemble little Children, 
who in the night time pailing through a dark place, do ſing pur only to charm 
their fear. At the laſt co witneſſe his valour all over, and to ſhew that in 
one day he would perſorm more than all the Gallants of the Court did ever 
ima gin could be done, he returned to his former extravagancies, and taking 
his Sword, be ſaid unto me, If you have any courage at all ſhew it now, for 
now is the time to decide our quarrel. Let us goe down into the Court of 
this houſe , it is ſpacious enough for our Duel. I made anſwer, I will doe as 
you will have me , for I would have you know, that I refuſe not at any time 
to enter into the Combat with you, be it night, or be it day, it will be no 
more advantagious for the one than for the other. Give order therefore that 
the Torches may be lighted. 
| This being underſtood, Aſonteſpin came unto us, and ſaid, God forbid he 
Mould permit us to fight at ſuch an unſeaſonable hour, for the valiant always 
ought to have the Sun to be the witneſſe of their glorious Acts, and none but 
Thieves and guilty men doe in the night time uſe their Swords; and beſides 
that, the Torches could not give light — to ſerve us in out enterpriſe. 
Baiamond made anſwer, that one Evening he was in the Company of two 
Gentlemen, who had agreed to play a game at Tennis, and that they had 
Torches lighted about the Tennis Court that they might ſee to play, if theſe 
were ſo impatient to play a game at Tennis, how much more ought we to be 
who were to fight a Duel? Aſonreſpin did repreſent unto him, that although 
we were in his own houſe, we ought either of us to fear a treachery, and that 
the Lackeys who held the lights might put them out, or carry them all on one 
fide to give light only to that parry whom they would favour, and moreover 
when we thought Jeaſt of them, they might aſſault and wound us in our backs. 
T heſe reaſons did ſuddenly cool the fiery ſpirit of B:54m0#4 , for it was all 
but counterfeit, and if he knew that Menteſia would have given way that 
we ſhould have fought by Torch-light, he would never ha ve made mention 
of it. He made theſe Rodomantadoes out of a vain cuſtom-hthad uſed" ever 
ſince he had hen a learner in the Fencing School, and when he did expreſſe 
himſelf moſt higheſt , bis heart did always at that time beat moſt; In effect, 
he did ſpeak only of the Duel, becauſe he was conſtrained to it, and did indea- 
your to amuze me by his connterfeit reſolution, | 

At the laſt Afonteſpin did cauſe us to lie in two beds which he had prepared 
for us, and in the morning he did indeavour himſelf to make us friends, alle- 

ing that it would redound to our diſhonour, if we ſhould kill one another 
5 othing. 1 had no deſire that our difference ſhould be ſo taken up, fo that 
I did leave Monteſpin, and faid unto Baamend, Let us goe then to look out 
him whom you wor of, to put an end unto our controverſio. He followed me, 
not knowing what I would ſay, and I then propounded to him to return unto 
the place N yeſterday we were, and to fight our Duel there. 

I charged my Enemy as violently as poſſibly I could, and gave him fo ma- 
ny blowes that he was hardly able to ſuſtain them. As I was ftriking one blow 
with all the force I had, his horſe curvetting received it upon his eyes, which 
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were immediatly covered with blood, and did put him in ſuch a rage that he 
would be governed no more by the Bridle or the Spur. His Maſter had enough 
to do to ſave bimſelt with all the art and induſtry he had, nevertheleſſe be 
carried him into a place full of dirt, where I followed him ſo cloſe that I might 
have killed him if | would, but I had no deſire co wound him in his back. 1 


cryed out unto him to return. At the laſt he got ſo much power over his 


Horſe, that approaching to me he did give me a wound in my left Arm. Im- 
mediatly after he had hurt me, his Horſe did ſhake himſelf with ſuch a ſud- 
den violence, that he did throw him into a Ditch full of dirt, where to be re- 
venged of my wound I might have given him a hundred mortal ones if | bad 
a defire thereunto. I was contented to put the point of my ſword to his throat, 
and to aſſure him, if he would not confeſſe that he owed his life unto me, I 
would takeit from him. He who could not riſe from the place where he was, 
was conſtrained to ſubmit unto me in all things, and afterwards 1 did the beſt 
I could to aſſiſt him. I told him, if he had got ſuch an advantage over me, he 
would hardly have uſed me with that humanity, and becauſe, 1 ſaid, you ſhall 
not impute your misfortune to the diſadvantage that I was on Horſeback, and 
you on foot, and that our quarrel may at this preſent be decided, Let us be- 
gin (if you pleaſe ) the Combat again, becauſe 1 oblerve that nothing but 
you cloathes have received any prejudice by your fall: As I ſpoke thoſe words, 
Monteſpin, who followed us cloſe enough, did preſſe in upon us, and ſaid, No 
No, you have given both of you ſufficient proots of your valour, you muſt 
not proceed ſo far as to have your controverſie determined by Death. It is ſuf- 
ficient ( Francion ) what you have demonſtrated, and I am the Witneſſe of it, 
that it was in your power to have killed Baiamond. 

Although the Count had confeſſed this himſelf, neceſſity forcing him 
thereunto, yet he was much perplexed to behold that Monteſpin was preſent, 
who was as a judge of the fight, and were it not for the incommodity he re- 
received, that his cloaths were ſo full of Mudd that he was hardly able to ſtir 
in them, I do believe he would have begun the fight again. 

His Friend did lead him to a Village hard by, where he cauſed him to diſ- 
veſt himſelf, and for my ſelf I returned to Paris to take care of my wound, 1 
declared what had befallen me to Clerantes , who did publifh it to the diſ- 
advantage of Baiamond, and withall infiſted much on the Juſtice of my Cauſe, 
ſeeing the Count would have aſſaulted me by the grrateſt treachery in the 
world, for a ſubject of no moment: It was brought alſo to the ears of tbe 


King, who very much reproved Ba!amond ; And there was not ſo much ag 


Collinet our Fool who did not highly exclaim againſt him for the Injury he 
would have done me. | 
On the other ſide, I was by every one extolled ( I do fpeak it without pre- 
ſumption) and my courteſie was much commended which I exerciſed toward 
my Enemy, in that I would not kill him when it was in my power to doe it, 
and when the many indignities I received from him did provoke me to it. Ir 
undoubtedly did manifeſt that I had a great command over my Soul, that 1 
would not ſuffer it to be misgoverned by the importunity and impetuouſneſſe 
of my Choler. By this occaſion I procured to my ſelf the favour of Pr otogenes, 
who was one of the braveſt Princes in Exrope. There was nothing in me 
which he eſteemed not. He much approved my diſcourſe, and the reaſons I 
did give for whatſoever I did ſpeak, and gave me liberty to expreſſe my ſelf 
freely before him , whether the ſubje& were good or evil, knowing well e- 
nough, that I would not 1 any one but thoſe only who did well de- 
ſerve it. Ons time I publiſhed a Satyr which I had made apainſt a certain 
Lord, of whoſe degree I made no mention, nor of his name. There was at 
the (ame time another Lord in the Court, who believed the Satyr was made 
on himſelf, and complained of it to Prozogenes , who with fmiles told me 


what 
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what lie had heard to be reported. I made anſwer to him, My Lord, It is ea · 
fie to conclude, that he who made this complaint unto you is extremly vici- 
ous, for were he not, he would never imagin that theſe laſhing verſes did 
ſtrike at him. When I made the Satyre I knew not if there were ſuch a man 
in the world or not, and yet becauſe he hath all che Vices of other men, I 
have not whipped that Vice which is not in his Soul. Behold the Subje& of 
his affliction, he ſhould have been more carefull of his honour , and not of 
himſelf made the world to underſtand what is the life which he doth lead at 
the Court. But grant that I had compoſed the Satyre on himlelf, if he were 
a wiſe man, he would not make the leaſt appearance to be moved at all. I re- 
member that another Lord of tte Court not long ſince did cauſe a poor Poet 
to be beaten for having defamed him in his verſes ; But what think you was 
che Event of it? It re flected worſe on my Lord than it did before; for al- 
though the poor Rimer received blowes on his back, in as vaſt meaſure and 
cadence as were the verſes which he made, yet the people were unſatisfied until 
they knew what was the offence he had committed; the occaſion being known 
and divulged , it was preſently concluded that the Lord confeſſed himſelf 
guilty, for what is the Sun the worſe if he ſhould be called dark by any man? 
Hereupon all che ſtreets in the City had no other diſcouſe but of my Lord and 
the Poet, and thoſe who had never heard of the Satyre before , had now an 
extreme curioſity to ſee it. Theſe reaſons were ſo well approved by Prince 
Protogenes, that he acknowledged the Lord had done himſelf the wrong in 
making a complyance againſt me, and the firſt time chat Protogenes ſaw , To 
afrerwards, be acquainted him wich ſome part of the anſwer which I 
made him, wich which he was intirely ſatisfied, and received me afterwards 
into his cloſeſt friendſhip, 

made an anſwer another time to Protogenes which did infinitely pleaſe 
him- We diſcourſed in his preſence of Gentlenes, Courteſie, and Humility, 
Hedemanded who it was whom we conceived to be the moſt humble in all 
the Court; A Poetaſter, who at that time was near unto him, did name a cer- 
tain Lord, who (he ſaid ) had incomparable Courteſie and Complements , 
with which he did ſo well defend himſelf, that he was never overcome in Hu- 
mility. You have reaſon ſo to affirm, ſaid Protogenes, I have oftentimes ob- 
ſerved him my ſelf, What doe you think of him Francionꝰ What man is there 
ſo bold ( ſaid I ) as to differ in Judgement from you, whoſe Spirit is as great 
as your authority. I doe well perceive, (ſaid the Prince) that you have not 
the ſame thoughts as I have, I doe give you free permiſſion to ſpeak your 
mind. Well then, ſaid I, Take knowledge that Ieſteem that man whom you 
call humble, to be one of the proudeſt men in the world, and obſerve my 
reaſon for it. The Complements which he doth give to thoſe who doe accoſt 
him, do not proceed from any knowlege of his own imperfections, but 
from an ardent deſire to appear to be a well-ſpoken man. He hath a Soul 
within him that is proud beyond meaſure, his Preſumption being inforced to 
diſcend , doth render it ſelf more humble than otherwiſe it would, when by 
complement he is conſtrained to expreſſe himſelſe. If we could read his heart 
within him , we might plainly diſcover how he doth but mock thoſe to whom 
he doth pleaſe to humble himſelf, and by whoſe praiſes he doth perſwade 
himſelf that he ought to be honoured for his Eloquence. For the reſt of him 
we may diſcover that he makes no value of thoſe to whom he doth communi- 
cate himſelf, and yet he doth not ſeem to deſpite them, to the end he might 
invite them to interchange diſcourſe with him, and to advance him to the 
Skies, which doth tranſport him with an unbounded exceſſe of joy. Who is 
he that can deſcribe unto us what Pride is, if this be not? 

There were ſome who were ready to make a reply unto me, but the Prince 
ſtopped their mouths, and alleged * chey did ſpeak, unprofitably againſt 
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a thing which did carry in it ſuch an appearence of Truth, d oĩng me the honour 
to 3 my reaſons above thoſe of other men. 

In this manner | paſſed away many moneths very happily , receiving day- 
ly from him ſome favours or other, and for a long time I did not eſtrange 
my ſelf from his preſence, as I have done fince 1 fell in love with Loretta. 
Behold, Sir. t have here given you an account of the greateſt part of my ad- 
venturs, If poſſibly I could be ſo happy I would learn yours, without pur. 
ting you to the trouble to rehearſe them, which is the reaſon that I dare not 
importune you to acquaint me with them. Signior Bowrgignzox did make an- 
ſwer, It is a Maxime, that great Perſonages are the Maſters only of great ad- 
ventures, who either by their valour or their underſtanding do find an admi- 
rable ſucceſſe in whatſoever they doe undertake, but vulgar ſpirits, and ſuch 
as mine, are not in that capacity. There hath never any fortune arrived to me 
which is worthy of your ear. Yon may be confident of it, and doe not believe 
that I ſpeak this to exempt my ſelf from any trouble, for there is nothing ſo 
difficult which { would not perform to pleaſe you. I doe believe then, ſaid 
Francion that nothing — did ever diſturb your fortunes, and I am 
of opinion that it is a token of the felicity which Heaven hath imparted to 
you, not to {end any ſuch troubles or dangers to you as to my ſelf; and it is a 
teſtimony alſo of your prudence, which hath kept = from the undertaking 
of things dangerous and uncommendable. If I had ſo much underftanding as 
I ought to have, I ſhould not peradventure have committed ſo many extra- 
vagancies as I have repeated to you, but ſhould have demeaned my elf with 
greater circumſpection, I ſhould never have diſguiſed my ſelf into a Minſtrel 
nor have put my ſelf to the trouble to repeat and upbraid the vanities of o- 
thers, which might have coſt me my life, and laſtly I ſhould have enjoyed far 
better fortune Fa now I doe, which might ſerve for an excellent example 
for all menin che World. 

The Signior of the Caſtle ſaid unto Francio» that he ought not to complain 
of any thing that was paſſed , and that with a marvellous dexterity he had 
withdrawn himſelf from all manner of misfortunes. After this diſcourſe he 
briefly examined all chat at ſeveral times Fraxcio had related co him, refle&- 
ing moſt on the Hiſtory of his youth, and having remembred that he had 
made mention of Raymond who had taken his filver from him, he told him 
that he underſtood by one of his Servants where he Was, and that he dwelt 
not far from that Caſtle, ſo that at any time when be pleaſed he would poe a- 
lond with him, it being but a journey of recreation. Tax not to me of him, 
ſaid Francion, I have no deſire to behold that man. He who from his youth 
did learn to play the thief, muſt needs be now of notorious experience, 1 will 
have nothing to do with him, nor any of his Company. I would have you 
know that my name is Raymond, ſaid the Signior, and on thoſe words he did 
begin to ſwear himſelf into an extravagant Choler, Iwill make you repent, 
ſaid he, whatſoever you contumeliouſly have ſpoken of Raymond. 

Having ſpokethoſe words he departed out of the Chamber, and violently 
did ſrut the door. Fraxcion who had quite forgot his countenance, was very 
ſorry to hear theſe words to proceed from him, and was much aftoniſhed that 
he ſhould be amazed for ſo ſmall a Trifle. 

The Stuart of the houſe came not until many hours afterwards unto him to 
bring him his Dinner, and then told him that his Maſter was ſo extremly in- 
cenſed againſt him, that conſideriog the ſeverity of his Nature, he ought to 
fear, ſeeing he had him in his own Caſtle locked up from the ſight and know- 
ledge of the world, that he would take ſome great vengeance Tor the offen- 
ces committed againſt him. 

Francion all that day ceaſed not to entertain an infinite number of various 


thoughts concerning that ſubjeR , and with a great impatience attended to 
un- 
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underſtand the reſolution what Ray mond would doe with him. The Steward 
aſſured him that on the next day he would bring bim certain intelligence of 
it; and he failed not to come vnto him — 2 to his promiſe, ad 

him, that his Maſter had conteived fo extreme a diſpleaſure againſt him ever 
ſince he had ſpoken ſomething to him on the day forgoing , that he belie- 
ved he was reſolved to put him to death. Fraxcion,a long time delibera- 
ted with himſelf what offence he bad comiultted agajalt $4ymond, and be- 
ing not able to find it out, he was the moſt amazed man in the world. He was 
throughly recovered of the pain which he had in his head, and now he had no 
malady but in his Soul only, He would fain have put on his Clo this to addreſs 
himſelf to Ray mud, to underſtand what was the wrong which he had done 
him, and to aſſure him, that if he would demand fatisfaRion of him in the 
way of Knighthood , he was ready to fight with him in the field. hut his 
cloaths were not in his chamber, and it was told him that a great charge was 
given that he ſhould not riſe. He was therefore conſtrained to keep his bed 
until the day following, at what time the Steward early in the morning came 
unto him wit h one of the Grooms of R«zmonds Chamber, who told him they 
came to aſſiſt to make him ready. Francios made anſwer, that they ſhould 
not take ſo much pains, fox he deſired that not any but his own Man might 
come unto him, but aniwer was returned, that R:zymond would not give way 


that he ſhould ipeak unto him, 
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He Adventures which Frarncios incountred in his minority 
baue been already rehearſed in the forgoing Books, where, 
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I have always brought him in, ſpeaking in his own perſon 
what were the fortunes that did attend him, It is now time 
that his-Hiſtorian ſhould ſpeak for him, and deliver the reſt 
” W of his Adventures in the ſame ſtrain and method. And I am 
reſolved to doe it without taking care what it is, becauſe I have undertaken 
it, and ic may ſuffice that I doe give upon it this particuler advertifement, that 
I have not found a more eaſie or more pleaſing remedy againſt the affliction 
which a long time hath poſſeſſed me, than to write a Hiſtory which ſhould be 
as delighfull as it is ſerious, ſeeing a {ad cauſe doth oftentimes produce a joyfull 
effect. Neither ſhall I . the reproofs of ſome fooliſh perſons, who will 
blame me for this work, ſeeing the moſt ingenious Spirits that were ever known 
have vouchſafed to follow theſe ſtudies, and that our preſent life would appear 
too full of affliction, and too tedious, if we did nor take off the unpleaſing ſe- 
verity of it with ſome delightfull interpoſure. It is to be too deſperately me- 
lancholy , to imagin that he who makes a profeſſion of Virtue, ought not to 
take any recreation at all. Let him act Heraclitxs who hath a mind to it, 
and weep at the follies of the world; for my part had rather perſonate Demo- 
cries, the moſt important affairs of this world being but as an Enterlude unto 
me. And ſeeing that laughter amongſt all living Creatures is only proper unto 
man, I believe it is not given him without great reaſon , and that he is not 
only allowed to laugh himſelf, but to make others to laugh alſo. It is true that 
my firſt deſign was not to make this contentment vulgar, nor to pleaſe a num- 
ber of people whom 1 doe not know, who may read this Comical Hiſtory be- 
ing printed, My intention was only ia particular to pleaſe my friends; for I 
conſidered with my ſelf, that all the world eſteemed not this liberty of jeering 
mirth, not knowing that there is nothing more difficult than to be happy in ir, 
Moreover, it did much trouble me to ve, thatas ſerious things were only 
read by learned men, ſo vanities and follies were the proper ſludies of the vain 
and ignorant, and that there is not ſo poor a Groom who doth nor make it his 
buſineſſe co be taken with them. Nevertheleſſe,men of ſound Judgement have 
adviſed me to publiſh this Book, and have ſo prevailed upon me, that at the 
laſt I baye obeyed their perſwaſions, and I am of a beſief char my Fook may 
pleaſe as well the wile men in the world, as the ſimple, although they differ 
much 
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much in judgement. And becauſe it hath been approved by ſame who are the 
proleſſed lovers of wiſedom, I will confeſſe with them, that I have mingled 
pleaſure with profit, and that in deriding the vicious, I have ſo handſomly re- 
proved their Vices, that there is ſome hope left that it will adminiſter a good 
deſire unto them to correct themſelves , being aſhamed of their paſſionate 
actions. But it way ſo fall out, that I doe but flatter and deceive my ſelf, and 
I do entertain too high an opinion of my work, and of the diſpoſition of Men. 
I know there are a generation of people ſo ſtupid, that they will not profit by 
it, and will believe that all my diſcourſe is for no other purpoſe, but to give 
them pleaſure only, and not to correct their humours. It therefore will be 
objected to me, that to meet with all ſorts of men, it were my eaſieſt and rea 
dyeſt courſe ſeriouſly to reprove all ſorts of Vices, ſo that I might perſwade 
the wicked rather to repentance than to laughter; bat there was one reaſon 
which hindred me from taking that way, which is, that I muſt uſe a certain ar- 
tifice to draw and allure all the world. It is neceſſary that 1 ſhould imitate 
the Apothecaries, who with ſugar cover their bitter potions to cauſe them to 
goe down the better. A Satyr whoſe apparence had been fierce and wild 
would have diſwaded men from the reading of it by its title only. 1 ſhall only 
ſay, that by ſimilitude I do ſhew a fair Palace, which on the outſide hath the 
apparence to be filled with liberty and delights , but within there is nothing 
to be ſeen but ſevere Cenſures, unreprovable Accuſers, and rigorous Judges. 
Here are Fables and Inventions to be ſeen , which without all doubt will ap- 
pear to the Ignorant to be full of ſimplicity; who have not the capacity to 
dive into the depth of them Nevertheleiſe, theſe Fables doe contain ſuch 
Truths, that no man yet had ever the boldneſſe to repreſent them. I include 
alſo in this book the evil actions of perſons of authority, becauſe in theſe days 
we do not love to bebold Truth ſtark naked, and 1 do take it for a maxim, 
That ſometimes we ought to hold our peace, that we might ſpeak more free- 
ly for a longer time, chat is to ſay, it is to moderate our paſſionate lan- 
uage, and to confine our ſelves to certain times, for fear that the great ones 
ſhould unreſiſtably apprehend us, and condemn us to a perpetual ſilence. I 
had rather loſe my good words than my good friends, and although 1 am a 
Satyriſt I would carry it with ſo good a grace, that thoſe men whom I doe re- 
prove may not be offended at me. But when I reflect more maturely upon my 
work, that what if after all this, it ſhall loſe in its eſtimation ; for I have al- 
ready concluded, that it will be of no great uſe to reform the vicious, and 
that withall it will bring bur little contentment to ſome of the ſevereſt Rea- 
ders. Of all the Spirits which I know there are but a very few who are ſound 
enough to judge, for the greateſt part doe amuze themſelyes on nothing elſe 
but to reprove thoſe things whoſe beauties they are not capable to diſcovers 
When a Book is publiſhed ,we ought co have the Switzers in the Statieners 
Mop todefend it with their Halberds ; for there are a race of idle who 
make it all their imployment to cenſure whatioever is printed, and believe it 
is enough to confirm them to be gallant men, if they can but ſay , Ie id net 
wort h any thing, although they can give no reaſon for it. Every man in theſe 
times will appeax to be a man of an excellent underſtanding , although there 
vgs never known a more heavy & a more predominant ignorance. A School- 
vs wha isjghardly out of the danger of the laſh, having read but three or four 
French Books, will be ready to make as many himſelf, and believe himſelf a- 
ble to ſurpaſſe all others. But this would be nothing at all, if he did not un- 
dervalue another to cry up his own reputation; but all reſpect and modeſty is 
ab:ndoned,& men will inforce themſelves to look out defects where none are 
to be found. For my ſelf, if I ſhould be ſo unfortunate as to treſpaſſe againſt 
the laws of Art in writing, yet I would have the world know that I doe not 
the leſſe eſteem of my Af , for A am not the Maſter of ſo baſe a Soul as 
n3 to 
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to imploy all my abilities on an Art, in which one cannot exerciſe hintſetf 
without flatery or ſubjection. Having done nothing bur'orfly teſtified my 
hatred which I bear againſt the vicious, in a negligent and mirfhfnll diſcourſe, 
I doe believe that I bave done enough. But Iinay ſpeak without preſumption, 
that I have not committed any fault fo t that may make me bluſh , it any 
one therefore ſhall make it his buſineſſe to reprehend me, he ſhall but loſe 
lis time to play the Critick on me, ho am the Critick of other men, and ir 
may be of himſelf; be ſhall but grate his Teeth on the Anvill. Let therefore 
this wale · contented humour be abandoned by all men, and let me returmto 
the agreeable ſubject of my diſcourſe. 0 | 

You ought to underſtand, that Francion was conſtrained to permit the 
Groom of Raymond Chamber to apparel him in a rich habiliment, according 
to the faſhion of the antients, hich by order from his Maſter he had brought 
unt o him. He enquired of him, wherefore he did not apparet him in his own 
cloaths; or any other that were faſhionable , but he cobld receive no 
other anſwer , only that he was obedient to the commandment of his 
Maſter, The Steward having afterwards acquainted him that Raymond had 
aſſuredly a reſolution to take him out of the world, Francio: made anſwer, 
that he believed that in that babit of the Theater which he had ſent him, 
he would make him act his own Tragedy, in whieh he ſhonld repreſent the 
part of ſome great perſon, wh6in times paſſed had been ſo put to death. The 
Steward replyed, I know not what he will doe, for with much difficulty have 
J learned that little which I have faichfully declared to ydn, out of a charita- 
ble compaſſion that you may the better prepare your felf to depart this world; 
And I would adviſe you, Sir, not to be ſo frolick as you are, for you are nee- 
rer your end than you do think tor. Franc ian made anſwer, I cannot leave 
my ordinary humour, whatſoever misfortune can arrive unto me, and I can 
aſſure you, that he helps me ofly-but to make a' ſhorter cut in my way to 
death, in which we every one doe travell; for either ſooner or later we muſt 
all arrive at that Inn; Nothing afflicts me more than that I ſhall not dye like 
a Gentleman. If my King by Divine permiſſion ſhould have the news brought 
unto. him of this cruelty, he wobld got ſuffer my death to be unpuniſhed. 

As be did ſpeak theſe words, they did put about his Neck a chain of Dia- 
monds, and a Hat on his head; the band whereof was heavy with precious 
ſtones of a great value · I think; ſaid he, he will obſerve the cuſtom of the an- 
tient Romans, who-crowned the Victims they were to ſacrifice with the moſt 
beautifull Garlands. You put upon me theſe rich ornaments to conduct me 
to my death; what need have Jof this gorgeous attire? Being made ready, 
they told him he muſt goe whither they would lead him. He did conſent un- 
to it, reſolying with himſelf to take hold in the way of the firſt Inſtrument of 
defence he couid find, therewith to reſiſt choſe who ſhould oppoſe him, for 
be had no defire to be put to death wi thout giving before hand ſome demon- 
ſtrations of his incomparable valour. Ne: | 

In this reſolution he came out of his Chamber , wirh a countenance no 
more troubled than if he bad been gving to a Banker. I doe believe that S. 
crates being in the ſame condition would not have ſo unalcer'd and ſo conſtant 
a Spirit. He paſſed with his conductors tbrough the Galleries and the Cham» 
bers, and in the way he liſtned to an Air that he had hererofore himſelf 
compoſed , which was ſung in a room that was not far from him. The Ditry 


was this. b 
The Fair Beliza hath a Face, 
So full of ſweet attractive gr ace, 
That wbenſoere he ſees it J 
Believe that Francion Will not die. 
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This was ſome good preſage unto him, and conceiting with himſelf that 

his death could not be ſo near, he liſtned again to the voice which he heard, 
and collected to himſelf that he had heard the ſame voice ſome where elſe, but 
he could not tell where. At the laſt, behold where Collinet Clerantes Fool 
did come ſinging in before bim, and imbraced his chighs with incredible de- 
monſtrations of affection. My good Maſter, ſaid he, where have you been all 
this while , I have been looking you out a long time, Now I have found you 
let us be merry together. Fraxcies being much amazed to ſee Colinet there, 
did modeſtly cauſe him to withdraw himlelf, without laughing at any of his 
vanities, and told bim t hat he would ſpeak more freely with him, when he was 
at leiſure. Being come co the door of the great Hall, he beheld a larg Square 
hung round about with Garlands of Flowers, and did there read theſe 
— which were written in Letters of Gold. Let none aſſume the boldveſſe 
to enter bere, if he hath not a Sui that is truely generons , and renounc et h not 
the opinions of the vul gar, and if he loveth not the pleaſures of Love. 

Francion entred , being aſſured that ic was permitted to him ſo to do, he 
found there four Gentlemen and five Gentlewomen, ſitting in chairs in a 
Corner, and moving no more than ſo many Statues. At the laſt one of the 
Ladies began to ſpeak , and gravely commanded him to repoſe himſelf on a 
chair which was brought unto him. My good Friend, ſaid ſhe, you have of 
ſended Raymond , we are here preſent to arraign you. I deſire ( faid Frcs. 
on, who much was amazed at theſe ſtrange proceedings) to underſtand what 
Crime I have commicted againſt him. You do pretend to be ignorant, ſaid 
one of the Gentlemen, you ſhall by and by hear your charge. 

After that theſe nine Judges had diſcourſed amonſt themſelves to adviſe 
what ſentence they ſhould pronounce apainſt him , the Lady who did 
ſpeak firſt of all, being ſeated in her chair again, did deliver her ſelf to this 


Having conſidered the offences which Fravc;on the moſt ungratefull and 
moſt perfidious Knight chat ever ſought after perillous adventures, hath 
committed againſt Raymond, who did intreat him as courteouſly as was poſſi- 
ble. We do ordain that he ſhall be put into the bands of the moſt rigoroas 
Lady of the World, to be puniſhed according to his merits. 

T his judgement being pronounced Lerretta came forth, and Fraxcion was 
furrendred to her mercy. Never man was more amazed, he knew not whe- 
ther he ought to rejoyce , or be ſad. Raymond immediatly entred, and 
imbracing him did take all amazement from him. He (aid unto him, My 
dear Friend, This is the time that 1 will give you the teſtimony of the af- 

fetion which I doe bearunto you, having prepared for you all che deſights 
that I poſſibly can deviſe. I have ſent ro ſeek out your Loretta, that if you 
doe ſtill love her, her preſence may convey ſome ſecret joy unto you, and 
which is more, I have cauſed five Ladies to come hither, one whereof is m 
Helena, if you pleaſe you may make choice of her. | 

Theſe tour Gentlemen are the braveſt perſonages in this Country, and the 
moſt worthy of your Company. One of them is Signor Dorisi the Italian, 
of whom I have already ſpoken unto you, and for the others you will have 
ſufficient experience of their worth. All that we bave to do is to deport our 
ſelves in the height of all Debauchments. The hatred which 1 pretended to 
bear unto you, was only to render now more gratefull the fruits of my love. 
I have ſo great an cpinion of the conſtancy of your Soul, that I knew well e- 
nough the aſſurances that were made unto you , chat undoubtedly you ſhould 
die, would cauſe no diſturbaace in it. For the reſt I was conſtrained to ex- 
empt my ſelf from ſeeing you, and to make you keep your Bed, that I might 
have the greater advantage to provide what I conceived to be neceſſary , and 
to indeavour to make you paſſe away this day in the exceſſe of pleaſure and 

delight. Franc ion 
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"Frarcion made anſwer to him, that he could not believe he did bear that ill 


will unto him which was reported, and ſpeaking thoſe words they entred in- 
to an obligation of an inviolable and a perpetual love to one another. 

1 his was that which paſſed betwixt Raymond and Francien, and in effect 
Raymond, to gratifie him, did promiſe to make him ſuch cheer, that the like 
was never ſeen, and their debauchment was yet greater than can be imagined. 
Wherefore O you young men and maids, who have not yet loſt the flower of 
your Virginity , I doe here in a good time advertiſe you to read no further, 
bur to skip over this Book, which doth make a rehearſal of thoſe things which 
you do not underſtand , It will be told me that I may leave it out, but know, 
that the Hiſtory would de imperfect without it, ſor in books of Satyres as 
this, it is the lame, as in the bodies of Men, who when they are guelded are 
the Subjects of all mockery and hatred. I have already declared, that ha · 
ving undertaken to inveigh againſt all che vices of men, and to deride their 
follies, I ought to repreſent many things in their native colour, to make them 
the more ridiculous. There is nothing ſo unknown but ſenſual Men can 
{peak far more of it, which is the reaſon that we will adventure through all, 
and you are to conſider that it is done without the leaſt evil deſign , and 
merrily, only to paſſe away an hour or two. 

„ We will in this place declare, that Francion was not afterwards much ama- 

zedo {ce himſelf fo apparalled as he was, becauſe he beheld that Raymord, 

and the other Gentlemen were attired almoſt in the ſame faſhion. The La- 

dies themſelves who were cloathed according to the ordinary faſhion, were 
conveyed into a Chamber, where habiliments were brought unto chem ac- 

cording to the faſhion in which we ſee Ladies many bundred years agoe re- 

preſented, and indeed there is nothing that doth make Ladies to appear 
more beautifull or majeſtical. At that time Agatha came to Francion, to 
do reverence unto him, to whom ſhe related, that ſhe had been in the Caſtle 

of Valentine, and pretending that ſhe would take his Niece along with Her, 
to go ſome ten leagues oft in pilgrimage, ſhe by that means had brought her 
to Raymonds Caſtle, according to the plot that was made betwixt them. 

It was there repreſented to her, that ſhe muſt goe and attire her ſelf as the 
reſt of the Ladies, ſhe demanding not the reaſon, being glad that once in her 
life ſhe ſhould ſee her ſelf gallant , did depart from Frsncion : Not long af- 
terwards ſhe returned, being as it were tranſported with a ſudden joy, to 
acquaint the men that they ſhould follow her, and ſhe would ſhew them a 
pleaſant ſpectacle. One of the Ladies being gone out of the chamber where 
all the reſt were, did retire her ſelf into one of the fore-chambers, that ſhe 
might there accommodate her ſelf with the greater liberty. She had nothing 
on but her ſmock only, which ſhe had then taken off to ſhake the Fleas from 
it, and being ſtark naked ſhe began to rub her thighs, and to pare the nails 
of her feet: Agatha immediatly opened the door, of which ſhe had the key, 
and the poor Lady hearing the voice of Men at the door, did look out ſome 

place to hide herſelf; but Agatha had taken all ber habiliments from her. 
She was ſeated upon a Bed to which there was neither Teſtor nor Curtains, 
there was nothing left but the Mat and the Bolſter , which ſhe thought good 
to cover her head with, that none might know who ſhe was. Being on the 
further ſide of the bed, ſhe did truſſe up her ſelf in ſuch a poſture , that no- 
thing could be ſeen of her but her Poſteriors only. Every one did begin to 
laugh at the ſight of that goodly Object, and demanded of Agatha who 
that Lady was. She made anſwer ſhe would ſay nothing, ſeeing ſhe knew ſo 
well to conoeal her ſelf. Whereupon Raymond alleged, ſhe only hides her 
ſelfafter the manner of ſome Birds , who believe that if chey hide their heads, 
no other part of their body can be ſeen. But it is not with her, as it is with 
thoſe Birds, ſaid Dorini, for we may diſcern and know them; howſoever by 
| their 
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their feathers, which always ſhew themſelves , but in this poſiure we cannot 
know this Lady, although we had ſeen her ſtark naked before. Francion did 
approach unto her, and taking as full a ſight of her as poſſibly he could, he 
embraced her about her middle,ſtriving to pluck her from thePoſt of the Be d at 
which the held faſt, that ſo having made her forſake her hold , he might turn 

her towards him to know who ſhe was by her face. But he could not force her 

from her hold. And as in that poſture ſhe ſhewed a pair of the plumpeſt But- 

rocks in che world , there was one preſent who cryed out by way of admira- 
ration, Oh Gentlemen, what a ſight is this which I ſee! Raymond, who heard 

him, did immediatly reply, What is it that you do ſtartle at, and have in ſo 

much wonder ? one of the moſt amiable parts of the whole Body. That which 

in your judgement doth ſeem to be filthy, and ought not to be expoſed to the 

ſight of the world, It is nothing elſe but the extreme ſuperficies of the thighes 

joyned together, I take as much delight to behold them as any other part of 
the Body. It is nothing but the opinion of the vulgar that doth render it diſa- 

greeable, and they are not able to give a reaſon for it. I refer my ſelſ to Char. 

ron, he ſpeaks ſo himſelf of them in bis Book of Wiſedom. On my faith you 

are too nice, we will all doe homage to them, the others replyed; Will you be 

the firſt that will begin? 

The ſcandalous Chronicle here doth add, that Raym end having ſpoke thy 
words determined to put them into effect, and that Frenxcion who commended 
his deſign did make an Oration to thoſe goodly Demy- globes, which incired 
every one that was preſent to approach and ile them , and that the Lord Do- 
ria going laſt of all did find moſt plainly a certain Northern wind to proceed 
from her ſally-port, which gave an ungratefull viſitation to his Noſe. I will not 
here amuze my felf to deſcribe all the particulars , which peradventure will 
not be pleaſing unto every one, nor aſſure you that what I heard concerning 
this, is — true, which is, that Raymond proceeding in his debauch- 
ments, would ſecond the gallantry of choſe men, who inthe ordinary tippling- 
houſes drinking in an old ſhooe, do mingle with their wine Cheeſe, and greaſe 
of Candles, and other honeſt ingredients , and that he ſending for wine , did 
pour it all along the back of that fair and naked wy „and commanded all the 
reſt tocome and drink ir up at it was running down her cleft. Let us remove 
our obſervations ſrom ſo ſlovenly an entertainment, and not to blemiſh the 
reputation of ourCavalliers, Let us imagin that they only contented themſelves 
to ſpeak ſome words in praiſe of thoſe goodly Buttocks, and that one did call 
them the Queens and Princeſſes of all other Buttocks , and that another wiſh- 
ed that they might never ſit on Nettles, but always on Cuſhions. To reſerve 
our modeſty , we will in ſome ſort decline from the cenſure of ſcrupulous Spi- 
rits; and I believe the frolick humours which are here contained ought not to 
give occaſion of affront to any , for the greateſt part of this book is only made 
to laugh · We may take unto us the liberty to rehearſe ſome of the pleaſant ad- 
ventures which are arrived to men of an evil life, for it is permitted us 
to laugh at their expence. For the reit, all theſe debauchment are very true. 
and I doe give you them for ſuch , and doe ſo expreſſe them, that I may not 
be blamed for reciting them ; Even thoſe whoſe particular deſign it is, to con- 
demo them in a ſerious ſtile , muſt, to ſet them forth, repeat them alſo , as well 
as my ſelf, and I am confident that I deliver them in thoſe words, that are 
more capable to make men to hate them than to love them, for I proteſt I ap- 
prove of no actions which are contrary to Vertue, I will therefore proceed on 
with our Hiſtory withour fear. n 

Let us ſay then that after our Gallants bad finiſhed their paſtime with this 
Lady, who would not ſhew her face, they would have entred into the Cham- 
ber where the other Ladies were, but they would not open the doors unto 


them, and the res ſon why they would not ſuffer themſelves to be ſeen , * 
Qo | . 
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relief. She demanded of me, if I had ſent for her to be uſed as one of the moſt de- 
bauched Women in the world > I ſuddenly appeaſed her, having told her 
what a diſtracted man Signior Collinet was. But my dear heart, ſaid Raymond 
unto Franc ion, Take you no care, for ſhe will not be ſo cruel to your Indear- 
ments, and the Loves you ſhall make unto her, no more will any of her. Com- 
panions , we ſhall find them to be of a flowing diſpoſition ; Let me alone to 
give you content, I will recompenſe you a hundred fold for che ſilver which 
heretofore I did take from you. 

Francion, — thanked him for his courteſie, did goe to Collinet, and ſaid 
unto him, that he did eſteem more highly of him, than of thoſe men who con- 
ceiving themſelves to be wiſe did glorifie themſelves, and yet had more vanity 
and folly in their Spirits than he had in his. For that, ſaid he, which is ordi- 
narily taken for the greateſt wiſedom in the world, is nothing elſe but folly, 
error, and defect of Judgement, as I can make it to appear if it were needful!: 
And we our ſelves who ſometimes do believe that we do wel to imploy our time 
in Love, and Feaſts, and Mummeries , ſhall find at laſt that we doeibut deceive 
our ſelves, and that we are but very Fools. Sickneſſe will ali us, the debi- 
lity of our Members will ſurprize us, before we can arrive to fifty years of age. 
Leave 
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Leave off that Diſcourſe, let me beſeech you (laid Raymond, ) I am not now in 


the humor to give ear unto theſe Preachments neither do I well know if you 
are in the humor to make them. Having ſpoken theſe words, he departed from 
him, to entertain a gallant number ot Gentlemen and Burgeſſes who lived 
thereabouts, whom he had invited unto Dinner, with ſome brave Ladies, who 
were a little morechaſt than thoſe chat were there already, who came down in- 
to the Hall moſt richly attired, and Fravcion having — and demanded 
of them, Which of them it was who had ſhewed her Buttocks ? did mark them 
all very curiouſly, to ſee which of them did bluſh, that he might diſcover her by 
it; but there was not one of them who had a Countenance more ſhamefac'd 
than another, neither did they give any anſwer at all; for ſhe of whom he did 
ſpeak, intreated her Companions not to diſcover her, ſo that for the preſent it 
was concealed from him, 

Not long aſterwares there was covered a long Table, which immediatly was 
charged with ſuch a diverſity of Victuals, that ic ſeemed they bad taken almoſt 
all the Creatures of the Earth, to devour them at one Dinner, When they had 
ſatisfied their greateſt hunger, Raymora told every one of them, that He muſt 
obſerve the Laws which were inſcribed on the portal of the Door, to chaſe from 
them all ſname, and reſolve to make the greateſt Debauchment that was ever 
heard of. Immediatly all the Caſements of the windows were ſhut,and the Cyr- 
tains being drawn Candles were lighted; for they would not have taken ſo 
much pleaſure in that Courſe of life, if they had ſeen the day. Every one ſung 
his Song with a glaſſe in his hand, and they told ſo many merry Stories, that 
they would make a Volume by themſelves, ifthey were all particularly related. 
The Women baving loſt their ſhame, did rehearſe alſo che moſt wanton tales 
thar poſſibly they could remember. 

A Gentleman upon ſome Diſcourſe told them, That he would recite unto 
them one of the moſt notable ſtoriesin the world, and thus began, There was 
a Curateinour Village,who loved as well the Company of a Woman, as of his 
Prayer-book. I beſeech you Sir, (aid Raymond) that you will forbear to re- 
peat it, We muſt not ſpeak of th ole People, although they do offend, It belongs 
to their Biſhop, and not to us to reprove them. If you detract them, you are 
ro be excommunicated, and to be numbred amongſt the Libertins of this Age, 
again whom ſo much Warr is waged; Be not ſo raſh as to fall on that Subject. 
The Gentleman held his peace, and all the Company having approved his opi- 
nion not to ſpeak againſt thoſe, of whom already ſo much hath been ſaid, that 
no more can be added, they determined with themſelves not ſo much as to think 
that there was a Prieſt living in the world. They found, that there were e- 
nough of other Conditions of Men to be condemned, from whom the deprava- 
tions of this Age did receive their Original. It is true, that in che b inniog of 
Hereſies all the World made the people of the Church the ſubje& of their Di- 
courſe z There was no Account conceived to be witty, that had not a Prieſt in 
it. Eraſmus, Rablau, the Queen of Nat er, Marot, and divers others, de- 


lighted themſelves in this Conceit, and before t hem — [talians. Neverthe- 


leſſe we muſt avow, That all this bath not the power to divert a religious Soul 
from the Path · way of Faith, and at that time when it was ſhewed us that our 
Prieſts were very wicked, it was not to conclude that our Religion was evil: So 
Becc ace, who in his Novels did ſhew himſelf to be the Maſter of an excellent 
ſpirit, doth tacitly accuſe all thoſe who ſpeak of the People of the Church, which 
but few Men do take notice of. He informs us, that aJew at Reme having obſer- 
ved the wicked life of the Prieſts and Monks, did not for all that forbear to 
make himſelf a Chriſtian, affirming, That he plainly perceived that our Reli- 
gion was the beſt, becauſe it ſubſiſted, and every day did fortifie it ſelf, in ſpite 
of the exorbitances of the Church-men, and neceſſarily it muſt be, That God 
had a particular Care of the Church. Raymond had theſe conſiderations, and 
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moreover he alleged, That weak ſpirits do believe all which they apprehend, 
without diving into the depth of Cauſes, and that to avoid Scandal, it is al 
wayes Good not to meddle at all with the Diſpencers of holy things; 1 have 
been my ſelf of the ſame Opinion; and you ſhall obſerve, that in all this Hiſto- 
ry I do not ſo much as touch onthe Priefts at all. The Gentlemans ſtory being 
thus interrupred, they diſcourſed afterwards on ſeveral other Subjects. 

A certain Lord, who ſate near to Fraucion, did ſhew him Agatha, who was 
placed at the upper end of all the Table, and whiſpering him in the ear, did ſay 
unto him, Sir, Know you not the reaſon wherefore Raymond hath in that place 
ſeated that old Woman, who ſeems to be rather a piece of ſome old Cabanet, 
than a Lady of Pleaſure? He would that we ſhould give our ſelves co all man · 
ner of Voluptuouſneſſe, and yet he ſeems thereby to withdraw us rather from 
Love, than to invite us to it; for he putteth t hat terrifying Object before all 
our eyes, which cannot but beget a horror and a trembling in our Spirits. It is 
certam, that here are other Ladies who are incomparably beautifull, and are a- 
ble to give us pleaſures in abundance, yet nevertheleſſe he ought not to have 
mingled that Cumæ an Sybil amongſt chem. Know Sir ( ſaid Fraxcion ) that 
Raymond hath too noble a Spirit to do any thing that is incongruous. He doth 

invite us by that Object to addict our ſelves to all the pleaſures of the World. 
ve you not heard that the Egyptian in their greateſt Feaſts did place the 
$kull of a dead Man on their Table, to the end, that thinking that peradven- 
ture they ſhould not be to morrow amongſt the living, they ſhould endeavour 
themſelves to imploy their preſent time to their beſt advantage. By this Ob- 
ject Reymond doth wiſely advertiſe us of the ſelf-ſame thing, that our ſelves and 
theſe young Ladies may take our full Carrier of Pleaſure before we ſhall ar- 
rive unto that age, in which there ſhall be nothing but Complaints and Griefs, 
1 know not what carckaſſe of Death it is that Raymond there preſents us with, 
ſaid the Gentleman, bur ſhe eateth and drinketh more than four living Crea- 
enres: If it be ſo with all the reſt of the dead, Plato bath ſomething to do to feed 
them. If it be ſo (ſaid Francion) You may obſerve the reaſon which makes fo 
many living unwilling to die, It is becauſe they are afraid to retire into a place 
where Famine reigneth. 

Many other Diſcourſes there were at the Table, and after all was taken a- 
way, Franc ion who had not yet the leiſure to entertain Loretta, did now take 
the opportunity to court her, and to afſure her what was the trouble of his 
Soul which he indured, being not able to make uſe of the opportunity which 
ſhe had permitted him ro take. And becauſe he was not curious to enquire of- 
her what was the obſtacle that interrupted their deſigns, ſhe forſook that Diſ- 
courſe, having aſſured him that ſhe would make him recompence for the time 
be bad loſt, and for the diſgraces he had ſuſtained, which aſſurance brought 
much comfort to him. 

Raymond interpoſing himſelf, did take him aſide, and asked bim, If he were 
not at that preſent in the higheſt degree of Contentment, having her with him 
whom ſo entirely he affected ? That I may conceal nothing from you ( ſaid he) 
I have more Deſires than there are Sands in the Sea, which maketh me afraid 
that I never ſhall have reſt. I love Loretta well, and am glad that I have her 
with me; but I would — my ſelf in the loves allo of an infinite number of 
other Ladies, whom I affect as well as her ſelf. Every hour the fair Diana, the 
accompliſhed Flora, the attractive Belize, the lovely Iantba, the incomparable 
Marphix a, and an infinite number of other beauties, do repreſent themſelves to 
my Fancy, with all the delights they have, and wich thoſe alſo which peradven- 
ture they have nor. If one ſhould lock you up in a Chamber with all theſe La- 
dies (ſaid Raymond,) all that poſſible you could do, would be but enough te 
content but one of them. I yow unto you (ſaid Francion, ) you ſpeak the I ruth, 
but this day I would ſport my ſelf with one, and coo morrow with another, and 

if 
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if they found themſelves not ſatisfied with vat I did, I would permit chem (if 
they thought good of it) to ſeek out ſome one elſe who may be an affiſtanr to 
them in the full fruition of their deſires. : 91:1: 

Agatha being behind him did liſten to this Diſcourſe, and interrupting him, 
ſhe ſvid, Ah Brave young Man ! Lou are of a good and commendable difpoſi- 
tion; I perceive well enough that if allthe World were of your temper, we 
ſhould not know what Marriage js, and ſhould never be obliged to obſerve that 
Law. You ſay tr ue (ſaid Frexgion,) There is nothing that doch bring more 
bondage to us than that Injurious Knot, and Honor the eruel Tyrant to our 

Deſires. If we have a hand ſom Wife ſhe will be courted by all the World; and 
who can hinder it? The Common People, who are infinite ly ſuſpitioum, and 
will take hold on the leaſt apparences, will report me to be a Cuckold, and will 
affront me with a thouſand Injuries, although my Wiſe be a vertuous/Womang 
for ifchey behold any to talk with her in the Streetythey l believe that ſhe will 
take a greater liberty. v hen ſhe is in her own Houſe: On the contrary, if to ei. 
chew this Evil, I ſhould. marry aa-ill-fayoored Wife, thinking to avoid one 
Gulf, I do fall into another that is more dangerous, I ſhould never have any 
reſt, or joy. He is driven to deſpair who hath alwwayes a Fury for his Compa- 
nion in his Bed, and at bis Table. It is farr beter that we were all free. With- 
out joyning in Marriage we ſhould joyn our ſelves with thoſe whom we like 
beſt ; and when we are weary of one, it ſhould be permitted to us to go unto 
another. If a Woman ſtood affected to me, ſhe ſhould for all that, it me bad 
a mind thereunco, proſtitute her ſelf to anqther, and — peradventure it 
was brought unto my knowledge, yet I ſhould not be at it; for the 
Chimera's of Honour ſhould not be lodged in out Brains; and it ſhould not be 
forbidden us to goe and to Court the Miſtreſſes of others. There would be 
none but Baſtards in the world, and by confequence we ſhould fee none but 
moſt gallant Men. All choſe who have performed extraordinary atchievments, 
and txanſcended the Vulgar, all thoſe whom Antiquity hath called Heroes, 
were Baſtards. In this number was Hercules, T beſers, Roma, Alexandny, 
and divers others. You will repreſent unto me, that if all Women were com» 
mon, as in Cars's Commonwealth, one could not tell to whom the Children did 
belong which were begotten ; But of what Importance is that? Leretr« who 
doth not know who was her Father, nor who was her Mother, and whe trou · 
bles not her head to enquire after them, Is ſhe any thing the worſe for it, if 
ſhe be not the ſame, as a vain Curiofity may perſwade her that ſbe is not? Now 
in this Caſe this Curioſity would be to no purpoſe, and none but unreaſonable 
perſons would deſire the knowledge of that, which is either ĩmpoſſible, or of no 
Importance : Nay, this would be a Caule of a tranſcendent Good; for thereby 
we ſhould be inforced to aboliſh all Preheminence, and all Nobility ; Every 
one ſhou'd be equal to another, and the Fruits of the Earth ſhould be common 
tousall. The Laws of Natureſhould be had only in reverence, and every one 
ſhould live as in the golden Age. There are many other things to be ſpoken 
on this Argument, but I reſerve them to another time. 

After that Francion had ſpoke theſe words, whether in earneſt or in jeſt it is 
uncertain, yet ſure it is, that Raymond and Agatha did approve his Reaſons; 
and told him, That for this time he muſt he contented to light himſelf only 
with the Pleaſures of Loretta. He made anſwer, That accordingly he would 
endeavour to content himſelf. In this Diſcourſe they were when the Muſick 
entred into the Hall, who played all manner of Dances. All che fair Women 
of the Cities and Villages thereabouts were come then into the Caſtle, with 
ſome young Gentlewomen who were accompliſhed with all perfections, and 
there were lome Gentlemen with them who could Dance very well. The Ca- 
dences, the Galliards, the Currantoes and Lavoltoes, did warm the wanton ap- 


petites of them all. On every ſide there 8. not hing (een but kiſles & —_— 
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& when Night was come, the Table was covered with a magnificent ( Collation, 


more gratetull chan a Supper; For in the firſt Courſe there were ſerved in moſt 


exquiſite Viands, with which thoſe that were hungry might repleniſh them- 
ſelves. There were ſuch an abundance of ConfeRts of all ſorts , that every one 
having filled both their Bellies and their Pockets, there ſtill remained a great 
quantity, with which they made a ſweet Warre, throwing them at one anc- 
ther on every ſide. The Drums, the Trumpets, and the Hoboys did then be- 
gin to ſound aloud inthe Court, and the Viols played ina place near unto the 
Hall, and with the V oyces of the Aſſiſtants made an Incomparable Muſick. The 
Confuſion was ſo great and pleaſant, that I know not how to repreſent it to 
you. It were a hard task to number the Virgins who that night loſt their Mai- 
denheads, or the Husbands that were made Cuckolds. In the tumult of ſo 
great an Aſſembly (which hindred that thoſe who did go away could not be 
leen ) many eſcaped with their Miſtreſſes to content their deſires in ſome more 
private place. There were ſome Women who had appointed their Sweet- 
hearts to meet in that very place, it being the moſt convenient they could chuſe, 
and where they could not be in thoſe dangers which they feared in their--own 
houſes. . Raymond, who deſired that his Houſe might be entirely conſecrated 
ro Love, did give command that the greateſt part of the Chambers ſhould be 
ready furniſhed, and left open to ſerve as a Refuge to the Lovers. They were 
well prepared to entertain them. The four Knights and their Ladies did for 
their parts never ſtirr out of the Hall, having leiſure enough in another hour 
to take their delights by themſelves. The others made uſe of every place, and 
took their adventures with their Loves on one fide and on the other, exerciſing 
themſelves in an infinite number of Pleaſures. Francion handled all the Wo- 
men he did meet with as he pleaſed himſelf. He took one of the ſix Ladies of 
the Caſtle, who was called Tereſia, and having laid ber all along on the Form, 
on the end whereof there was a great Candle burning, he truſſed ap her Perti- 
coat behind, and kiſſed her Buttocks, on which there was a little black Mole, 
which he no ſooner perceived, but he laughing ſaid, Ha, ha, ha Tereſia, You 
have carried it very cunningly. It is you whom this morning we ſaw na- 
ked. The Mark which you have doth cauſe me to know you. Immediatly he 
did go to proclaim it to all the world, in what manner he had found out the 
Buttocks to which that Morning they did homage, and every one laughed 
heartily at it. Tereſa, who ſeemed not to be much ſtartled at it ( in a bold 
humor, and ſuch a one as belonged to the place wherein ſhe was) did ſay unto 
all the Men there preſent, And what of all this ? You have ſeen my Poſteriors? 
Have you a mind to ſee them again? I ſhall not be ſo bard-hearted as to deny 
you the ſighe of them. Who deſerveth moſt worthily to be laugh'd at, ei- 
ther you, or 1 ? Ionly ſhewed them by force, but you kiſſed them of your own 
accord. 

Having left off this Diſcourſe, Raymond, who loved a life to fight with the 
glaſſe, did cauſe the moſt luſty Wines to be drawn and brought forth, to enter 
rain ſome good Companions, who did defie the ſtrength thereof. There is no- 
thing ( ſaid he) that is comparable to this Drink, it fills thoſe with a certain 
Divinity who drink deeply of it. It doth drive away all fearfull Impreſſions 
which Error and Ignorance had brought upon us. It is by this power that the 
Orator in his Orations feareth not to ſpeak home to his Auditory, and that a 
Lover with boldneſſe diſcovers his Malady to ber whois the Cauſe thereof. 


Victory is ordinarily purchaſed by thoſe Souldiers whom this VVine doth ren» 


der valiant, Drink tben, Drink deeply, and let us wiſh to die as George Duke 
of Clarence, who by the ſentence ofthe King of England being conſtrained to 
loſe his lite, did cauſe himſelf to be put into a Pipe of wine, of which be did 
drink ſo much that he did burſt again. Come to it. Fraxc:ey, and take thy fill, 
ſaid Raymond, Francion made anſwer, I am but a bungler at Drinking, I had 


rather 


Lib. 8. 


inthis Book, which have not Tome Air or other to attend them ; and I doe not 
herein as thoſe men, who inſtead of Sonnets doe give you Songs, without 
knowing whether they ought to be ſung or not; you may aſſure your ſelf, if 
men would put the prick Song,and the tablature of the Luce in their Romances 
with the Songs which there they find, it would be an invention to make them 
ſell as well, as the Pictures doe the Books, with which the Stationers now a 
days do imbelliſh their Title-pages, to render them the more merchandable. 
But without examining what Fancy hath. poſſeſſed me to give a Rule to o- 

thers, content your ſelves at this preſent with the words only of Fraxcions 

Song, and gueſſe by the cadence at the Air thereof. 


Earn brave Souls, and be ſo wiſe, 
As the bumours to deſpiſe 
Of thoſe Men are out of meaſure | ) 
Enemies to love and pleaſure ; 


To be Vicet, they declare 
As that moſt delicious are, 
And ſo much themſelves inthrall, 
That living they not live all 


Then abbor their nicer folly, 
Which proceeds from melancholy, 
And do all your thoughts imploy 
Love to ſcek, and love "enjoy. 


Soft imbraces, ſportfwll fancies, 
Kiſſes, ſmiles, inviting glances, | =, 
All variety of delight 
Keep you active day and night, 
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Hands are here but idle gueſts, 
If not on their Miftreſſe Breſts, 
Breſts that be on purpe 


iſe bare, 
Love t'inflame,and baniſh Care» 


Here no Girls hard-bearted be, | 
They had rather far be free, 
By their language to intreat you , 
Than deny yon, or to threat you. 


Bord them, bord them, never fear 
Checks or dangers can appear, 
They will all your cares and pains 
Recompenſe with double gains. 


When that equal comforts doe 
Equal ſufferings enſue, 
Hearts of pleaſure have ſuch tore, 
That they can deſire no more. 


Here (oft Mnrmurs, mutual beats, 
Pantings thick , intranfing ſweats, 
And Heart-boatia 1 ſWeet as they , 
Reaſon doe to Senſe betray. 


' How gallavt is his end, who dyes 
1th bright of this brave exerciſe! 
So ſhould I think my own, if 1 
Might in this ſweet incounter dy. 


This Song which the Muſicians played upon their Lutes, after that Francion 
had recited one couplet of the verſes, did raviſh the Spirits of all the ſtanders 
by, che cadence was ſo taking, and 10 ſoftly wanton, that with the words to 
which it was ſet, it invited all the world to the pleaſures of Love. All who 
were in the Hall breathed forth their Souls after che charms of pleaſure. The 
lighrs alſo at that time being moved, I know not by what wanton Air , did 
ſeem to breath like the men, and to be poſſeſſed with ſome paſſionate deſire. 
A ſweet Fury having ſeized upon their Souls they played the Sarabands, which 
the greateſt part danced confuſedly, intermingling diverſe wanton and provo- 
king poſtures. 

Some Ladies who hitherto had preſerved their honour , did now abandon 
it, conforming themſelves to others who were examples to them; Raymond ha- 
—_ off drinking, which held him ſome hours, did now addreſſe himſelf 
to the Women, and in his entertainment of them he uſed ſuch coarſe words, 
that I cannot otherwiſe expreſſe them, but according to the vulgar, that is in 
down right language. Francion obſerving it, ſaid unto him, Sir, Upon my 
Faith I muſt blame you, and all thoſe who have fuch words in their mouths; 
Wherefore ſo, my dear Friend, faid Raymond, Is there any hurt to aſſume tbe 
boldneſſe to ſpeak of thoſe things which we are ſo bold to at? Doe you con- 
ceive that thing to be ſo reverend and venerable , that we ought not ſo much 
as to ſpeak of it? That is not it, ſaid Frencion, you may talk of it freely e- 

nough , and name it without ſcandal, but I wonld have it ia more cleanly 
terms than thoſe which you expreſſe. It is manifeſt that brave men when they 
would teſtifie their gallantry, doe make choice of the moſt excellent _ 

| they 
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they can collect, and uſe nut ſuth which ate the proper expreſſions of! Potters, 
Lackeys, and all the Offalls ot che world, who-bave no other words t Com 
mand; For my ſelf, t dotii auch incenſe me; when ſometimes 1 de pb &dive 4 
Poet doth believe he hath made a good: Copy of Verſes, eh it is Madel di- 
ous wich ſuch filthy words. The greateſt part of thoſe Men who have gubli 
ſhed the new Collection of che French Poets, are much to be condemned Fox it 
and moreover they have in that Booł printed ſuch fooliſn. Songs, chatThoy ure 
fit for none but apſters in Tipling-houtes, and the black: Guard in the e 
They ſhow to all the world the infamous Verſes! which they have comp õſeq 
wherein there is nothing remarkable, but that they bluntly name thoſe Hatha 
acts and parts of our Body, which Ingenuity would have cloathed withehva ner 
Language; Nevertbeleſſe, che Spirits of the ꝶgnorant hte moſt thovedt co 
laughter at ſuch broad expteſſi ons: And are theſe, do you think, fit Ofnaments 
for Poeſie ? I doe deſite that ſueh Men as we are ſhould ſpeak in another man- 
ner to render our ſelves different from the Vulgar, and that we ſhout invent 
ſome decent words for thoſe things, of which we doe delight ſo ofrenuts Diſ- 
courſe. Oa my Faich, and gaddreaian have you for it (ſard Raymond) bat tell 
me, Do not we make love in t he ſame manner as the pooreſt Peaſants Why 
chen ſhall we uſe Expreſſions that are diſſerent from their Nou deceive your 
ſelf, (ſaid Francion) we make love in anothet manner, we ben nobler familia» 
rity chan thoſe who have only a deſite to glut their ſtupid appetit, in which they 
do not differ at all trom Beaſts ;, for they małe love but with their Bodies on- 
ly, but we make love with out Souls and Bodies both together. Obſerve how I 
play the Philoſopher on this ſubject. You will tell me; that all our Courtly 
Poſtures and Indearments are to no purpoſe, and that they all tend to the ſame 
end. I will acknowledge it, there is nothing more true. You will then re- 
ply, I have my Deſire ; for by conſequence we.ought then to ſpeak in the ſame 
words as they, of that thing. Obſerve what I ſhall ay more Although they 
have the ſame parts of Body, and the ſame Organs of Speech as we have; for 
in their Diſcourſe they do move their tongues, they open their months, and un- 
lock their teeth as we do; yet they have not thoſe attractions, and tranſporta-· 
tions of Spirit: For in the Sport of Love, although our bodies have the ſame 
action with theirs, yet our Spirits are farr above theirs, and carry with them 
that inward love and ſweetneſſe, of which they are not capable; we ſhould 
therefore uſe other terms than they doe; for the diſtinction is, and ought to be, 
That in our loves we have ſomething divine and celeſtial; but their Love is al- 


toget het terreſtrial and ſenſual. 


Every one admired at this ſubtil argument of Francion, which(no diſparage- 
ment to the Logicians) hath not its Second in the world. The Women did 
principally approve his Reaſons, becauſe they would have been very glad to 
have new words to expreſſe thoſe things which they loved beſt, to the end, that 
leaving the old words, which ſound not civilly in their mouthes, they might 
ſpeak freely of all, without fear of being blamed, becauſe the iniquity and 
corcuption of the world could not ſo ſoon make this New Language o- 
dious. ä g 
Fs ancion was then intreated to give names of his own Invention, to all thoſe 
things which he ſhould find not well named; and the better to invite him to 
it, they told him, It would make his Name to fly over all France, and render 
him more famous than already he was; for every one would be ſtudious to en · 
quite atter the Author of thele Novelties, of which they would never: ſpeak 
without making mention of him. Franc5en for the prefent did excuſe himſelf, 
and ſaid, That ere ic were long he would adviſe with ſome oc his moſt knowing 
Friends about it, to be thoroughly reſolved of it. Moreover he did ſwear, that 
when ever he had leiſure he would compoſe a Book of the Praiſe of the moſt 
pleaſant Sports of Love, 
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This Entertainment being ended, many Gentlemen and Ladies who deſired 
not to lie that Night in Raywonds Caſtle, did take their leave of h m, and retur- 
ned to their own Thoſe who ſtayed behind, retired not long aſterwards 
two by two into the Chambers that were left open ſor them. Fr anc:on was with 
Lauroetta, and Reywond with Helens, and the others with choſe who did beſt 

eaſe them; I will not undertake ta give you an account in this place of their 
infinite pleaſures, It is a task beyond my ability: de 

The next day, and fix days following, they imployed themſelves in all thede. 
lights that could be imagined. But Francion having conſidered with himſelſ, that 
if he were deprived of the Company of Lauretta, the Pourtraict of Nays which 
Raymond had ſhewed him, would throw his reſtleſſe Spirit into a new unquiet- 
neſſe, he reſolved with himſelf to enquire of Dorini after her; and whether 
that moſt accompliſhed piece were a Fancy of the Painter, or an Imitation of 
ſome other work of Nature? Dor#»i did ſatis fie him that it was the Pourtraict 
of one of the moſt beautifull Ladies of all Italy, who was yet living; and thus 
he purſued his Diſcourſe. | 

In the Confines of Romania there is a young Lady called Nays, the Relict of 
a brave Marqueſſe, to whom ſhe was married but ſix moneths, ſhe hath lived a 
Widdowed life a year, and more, You may imagine that her perfections and 
riches have procured her Servants enough. She hath ſo great a number of them, 
that it may be ſaid, ſhe can both fell, lend, and give, and yet not one of all thoſe 
who court her, can obtain of her any remarkable favour. Amongſt all 
the Italian, there is not any, but only her deceaſed Husband, whom ſhe could 
love. Her Inclination doth lead her to love the French, inſomuch that having 
ſeen the Picture of a young Gentleman of this Country named Floriander , a 
Man of an excellent Feature and Complexion , ſhe was ſo paffionately in love 
with it, as if ſhe had ſeen not his Picture, but him himſelf, becauſe ſhe had of · 
ten heard a large reherſal of his Vertue. To find a remedy for her grief, ſhe 
freely diſcovered ber ſelf to me, as to ber Kinſman, and aſſured Friend. 1 did 
— her the beſt I could, and did put her into good hopes, and ſh: follow- 
ing my Counſel, cauſed that Picture to be drawn which you have ſeen, that it 
might be ſent to Flor5ander, to invite him to take the pains to come unto her, 
and court her in the way of Marriage. I had a long time a deſire to ſee this 
Kingdom of Fraxce, which was the reaſon that I freely offered my ſelf to ſerve 
her in this affair, where no man could better aſſiſt her than my ſelf. After my 
arrival to the Court, I attained to the knowledge of this Gentleman, whom 
found to be of a ſweet diſpoſition, and moſt inclinable to Love, which aſſured 
me that I ſhould eaſily gain his good-will for Nays. I was once determined 
to acquaint him with her Riches, and the Nobility of her Birth, having firſt 
ſhewed him her Beauty, and co aſſure him of the great affection ſhe did bear 
unto him, for all her great diſtance from him; Burt I altered a little chat Re- 
ſolution, ſeeing that he began to be indiſpoſed in his health, for which the Phy- 
ſicians counſelled him to drink of certain Waters which are in a Village not far 
from our Country. I did write word to my Kinſwoman that ſhe ſhould take 
fome occaſion to come thither, and not loſe that opportunity to draw him ivto 
her Nets. I doe not well know if ſhe were there in expeRation of him, or nor, 
but if he were, ſhe hath loſt her labour; for Fleriander is ſince dead. I have 
wrote her word of it, but cannot tell whether ſhe hath received the Letter or 
not, or whether ſhe is come from her own Houſe to give him a Meeting at the 
Waters. I will return unto her with all the ſpeed I can, to comfort her in her 
afMicions. Ah l ſaid Fraxcios, I dare aſſure you Sir, I will wait upon her in a- 
ny place whereſoever ſhe may be found: ſo rare a Beauty doth deſerve a journy 
of many moneths, to obtain but a ſight of her. I have alwayes been in love 
with beautifull Ladies whereſoever I have ſeen them; nay, | have been in love 
with thoſe alſo whom only I have heard reported to be lovely; 1 will not now 
derogate 
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derogate from my commendable cuſtome. Moreover, I for a long time have 
had a deſire to ſee Italy, that fair Garden of the world, I hall now find a hap- 
py occaſion to invite me to it. In the firſt place Iwill have recourſe unto the 
wat ers to meet with Nays there, and will not you Doris be pleaſed to take 
the pains to goe along with me ? If you deſire, ſaid Derini, to incounter with 
Nay: at the Bat hes, you muſt be gone in the morning betimes, and uſe all poſ- 
ſible diligence ; For my own part, I have a deſire to ſtay a moneth or two 
with Count Raywnd , for 8 ſomedeſign I have in hand, 
you muſt therefore excuſe me that 1 cannot keep you Company, but I doubt 
not but that on my return I ſhall find you at Rome with Nays , who cannot 
but be ſurprized with your merits and your perſon, as ſoon as ever ſhe ſhall be- 
hold you; And were it not chat ſhe ſtill keepeth by her the pourtract of 
her deceaſed Lover, | would adviſe you for a few days at your firſt accoſting of 
her, to take his name upon you. Francion replyed , I cannot ſuddenly reſolve 
upon that; for it ſeems to me, that ſhould I take upon my ſelf the name of ano- 
ther perſon, it were to confeſſe that I had nothing commendable in my ſelf at 
all. 

Raimond beating his reſolution, ſaid, that he would travell alſo into 1745, 
being weary of France, and of the perpetual troubles of the Court, but ſome oc- 
caſions for certain days retaining him, he determined to take Der ini with him 
as an aſſociate in his Journey» 

The Journey being in this manner reſolved upon, Franciox immediatly gave 
charge to one of Raymond: Servants to carry back Collinet to Clerantes, and by 
his letter —— him , that he was determined for a little while to ſolace 
himſelf in other Countries, acrording to thoſe deſires which Clerentes had 
often heard him to expreſſe. He did write alſo to his Mother to poſleſſe her 
with the reſolution be had taken. t 1 5. 

Some who were with him demanded of bim. if it were no grief unto him to be 
deprived of the Company of Lawyer: a? to which he made anſwer, that the ptey 
was now at his own mercy, and that he had ſported himſelf with her as 
much as poſſibly he deſited, and therefore he muſt look afrer ſome X 
As they were in this diſcourſe, they beheld from one of the Chatnber winde 
an old man to enter into the Court of the Caſtle; being mounted on 
mare, and unſerviceable for that la hour to which in the of her youth ſhe 
was accuſtomed. He who anno on her was cloathed in a black Cloak; 
which with a point was faſtned about his Collar, he had an old ſword by bis 
fide. This honourable per ſanage was /alentive, who obſerving that his wife 
ſtayed ſo long in her pilgrimage, did not well know what to think of it and 
had been in ſeveral places to look for her, until one who belonged unto R 
mand had informed him that be bad ſeen her in his Caſtle. | 120 

He "pa ** — 22 the Court, but he bealighted fa bk — 22 
portall of the Mor with Tereſa; Immediatly he ali m his horſe; but 
it was not without much diff and trouble to him; His wife Tc berg 


took her Companion by the: , and going up the ſtaits did 
in one of the Chambers. He being overcome with — yer her to rhe 
bottom of the ſtairs, and eſpying in the way the effigics- of a Lady made in 
wood, he began thus to vomit his choler againſt it. What a Devi 'd6ft 
thou mean ? Is this the pilgri thou Bitch as thou art, I have 
been told of the good life which here thou leadeſt ; 1 ſhall catch thee at home 
again, I ſhall; Iwilltye thee up then, and puniſh thee as thou deſerveſt; 
ere thou haſt the filthy fill of thy pleaturev+with men, I dbe perſwade my 
ſelf that there is not a Horſe-keeper in all this houſe , who liarh not made it 
his buſineſſe to have played at paſſage on thy Belly. Hereaſter, for all chy a+ 
bundance now, I ſhall make thee ſtarve for it, and thou ſhalt not receive of 
my ſelf ſo much as thy ordinary pittance. Marry come up Thou art . 
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ly cquſgthat I am no more reſpected; I am evety where called Fox! and Coxs 
cenh,.4nd told I have not ſpirit endugh to bridle thy appetites; To be ſhort, 
Jam akogether diſnonoured by thee; O good God { what an injuſtice is it 
that the honour af a husband ſhould depend upon that which is under the A- 
pron of his wife, bur thou ſhalt pay for that broken veſſail of thine, 1 dare aſ- 
ſure-thee. | | | 
Raywond and others who heard him make ſuch a noiſe, did approach unto 
him, and obſerving that Lauretia had wiſely withdrawn her ſelf, and that no 
anſwer at all was returned unto his cholerick complaints, they did aſſure him 
that ſhe was not inthe Caſtle, and that he was deluded by an apparition. At- 
terwards they prevailed ſo far upon him, that they brought him to the fur- 
theſt part of the Garden, to make themſelves more merry with him, and then 
| drowned his melancholy in many glaſſes of Wine. You are to obſerve, that all 
the while he was the ſubject of their ſport in the garden, and when he was 
drinking in the Cellar, he did put off neither his Cloak nor his Sword. He 
conceived he ouglit not to diſarm himſelf, but was to retaina greater ſhew of 
ſtate and gravity before the Nobility that was preſent. It was a-moſt pleaſant 
ſpectacle to behold him in this equipage , for he had put on his ſcarf in which 
he carried his Sword, as if it had been a Collar of SS. and had forgot to paſſe 
it under his left arm, inſomuch that bis Sword would be playing always before 
him, and did much diſeaſe him. He did nothing eſſe but put by his Sword on 
the one fide ; and his Cloak on the other, whictrdid as much incumber him. 
Having ended his large draught, his tpurs interfering and Agking againſt 
one another, he ſtumbled at every ſtep, and it was bazzard that he was not 
debeld every moment to fall on the ground. It was the courteſie of R 
ta bring him back ta:tlie Caſtle q bat he returned not with ſo much eaſe as he 
did ſet forward , becauſe he had drunk too deep. When he came to the door 
be could poe no further, his Sword which did hang at random about his neck, 
27 ͤ——— ſo that he was ſtopped, as it had 
been with a Bar, ſametimes he would draw backwards , and ſometimes thruſt 
forward with all the ſttength he had, but aib chat he could doe was but to 
make his ſword to yield and bend a little; O, ſaid he, I believe there is ſome In- 
chantment here, I cannot move ont foot further. The Gentlemen who heard 
hitn, received an incomparable pleaſure, and did let him alone, but bis Sword 
at laſt falling off cb une ſide, the paſſage was open for him, and he followed 
choſe that did go in beſore him; To excuſe himielf, he ſaid unto them , Gen- 
tlemen, V ou ſee that I am no great Warrier, I niean no harm by carrying this 
cold Iron about me; when I came out of apt beg did help me to put it 
on, ſhe knew hom to do it better than my felf. Theſe Spurs which you Hee, 
were in my Corn-loft quite coveredwich ruſt and chaff, inſtead of buckling 
them to my heels, I had faſtned them to my toes, which ſermed to me to be far 
more proper, although my Mai cold me, it wos not the {ſion ſo to wedt 
dem Why fo ? 5 yed I, When L give you ur any one elſe n kick, Do IT not 
lat you with my foot? They are Hbrſes who d& Rik backward; 
or my own have no ſtrength. at all in my heel, Can ſ not ſpurr my Horſe 
better having my ſeetarmed rather than my heel? For all theſe Reaſons; or 
whatever other I could allege; my Maid hath put them on in the fame marmer 
as yon behold; if ſne bath do in it, Ir2fer my ſelf to you: For the reſt 
okay ba bilimenta, did put them on my fetf, an it picaſed Fortune 
The honeſt Ga having made this pleaſant Diſcourſe , was conducted into 
che Hall, where he was yet a little longer entertained; becauſe that Frei 
being to give lis Farewell to Latte, had in che mean time commanded che 
Coachman to harneſſe ſix horſes and to bring them to the Car6ach with all 
ſpeedi to carry hach Loretta to her own houſe with 4g4rha ; that ber * 
baod might find her at home on hi Return. Valentin having taken his! 8 
oh | 4 
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of the Company, did take horſe, and did not meet with the Caro ach on the 
way; becauſe either his Imploy ment, or the exceſſe of Wine he had taken, did 
tteer him in another courſe. On his return he found his fair Wife in bed. who 
counterfeited her ſelf to de ſick. He — told her, That he had been abroad 
three days to enquire what was become of her, She aſſured him, that it was 
above two days ſince ſhe returned; ſo that by this excuſe ſhe appeaſed his 
choler, and he verily believed that he did not ſee her at all in the Caſtle of 
Raymond. 

All this while Fraucion made preparations for his departure, having teſtified 
the great griet he entertained, being for ſome time to be deprived ot the Com- 
pany of Raymernd, On the next morning he took his leave of him very early, 
and departed with all his train, which by the aſſiſtance of his good Friend he 
had increaſed, by the addition of one Groom of his Chamber , three Lackeys, 
and a Horſec- keeper. 

When he came to the Innes wherein he was to lodge, he entertained himſelf 
with no other thought, but only with the contemplation of her who was the 
Cauſe of his voyage. Being oftentimes in the way, he would take her Picture 
out of his Pocket, and could not forbear to look upon it as he did ride. Ex 
hour he rendred homage to it, and offered the ſacrifice of an infinize number of 
ſighs and tears. On the firſt day of his travel there arived no Adventure 
at all; but onthe ſecond there did fall out one which deſerveth to be tecor- 
ded. | | 

About Mid-day he cameinto a Village where he determined to alight , 
and to refreſh himſelf, to Which purpoſe he made choice of the beſt Ta- 
rern, and whiles they were walking his Horſes, and putting them into 
the Stable , he'did go into the Ki bimſelf, ro enquire what there was 
ready to ext; he found the Houſe ſufficiency provided with all chings thac 
might ſatisfy hunger, but he could not find any one to give any anſwer tu him; 
be heard a great noiſe in the Chamber above the Kuchin, and to under- 
ſtand what the buſineſſe was, he did-immediatly go up the airs. The Door 

deing open, he beheld a Man upon the Bed, .who was covered only with one 
ſheer, and uttered himlelf'in a thouſand coutumelious words to a Woman 
who did not fir farr off upon a Coffer. His Choler was ih great, that at that 
jnſtant he was riſing up ſtarł naked to beat his Wiſe wick a ſtaff which was hard 
by him. Frateion, who did not underſtand if the occaſion of his Rage were 
jiſt, or not, did ſtop him, and cauſed him to return unto his Bed. Oh Moun- 
fieut (ſaid the Man unto him) Be pleaſed ro affiſt me againſt my Enemies | I 
have a Wife worſe than any Dragon, ſhe is ſo wicked, that ſhe to com» 
mit her whoredoms before my own eyes. Sir, ( ſaid the Wife) making a eour 
teſy to Francion, Let us depart from this place I beſeech you, wich all 
we can, I am poſſeſſed with ſo great a fear; that I dare not ſtay any longer. It 
is not my Hus band that ſpeaketli-now, but an evil Spirit that is entred into bis 
Body,and uſurpet h there the 1 * of his Soul, which is departed above 6 hours 
ag6. Ah! (ſaid the Husband) Was the like Villany ever known? She would 
male me to belie e chat am dend, to the end that ſhe might enjoy my Goods, 
and the Company of that Man, with whom ſhe leads a wicked and a wanton 
life. At that inſtant there came out of the next. Chamber a handſom young 
Fellow, and an antient 1 who both of them very reſolutely declared, 
That the Taverner was dead, and that they ought co ifee him buried. How 
now Sirtah, (ſaid he 7 Cole an; Sirrab, you 1 2 much dead a i 
am, Get you out of fight, 1 ive 4 I | you hang'd ; 
Sirrab, T ou ſhalt be puniſhed 1 Ca au haſt committed a 
er fault than if thou hadſt attempted with uknife to cut my throat; for 
wouldſt have me buried me alive: Moteovet thou art an Adulterer, and 
haſt polluted my Bed with yonder dhe wolff | 
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— m5 pute ſeeming very ſtrange to Francis, he deſired to underſtand 


the Original and Ground of the Complaint, and cauſing them to hold their 
peace, who began to cry out and make a great noiſe, he deſired the Tayer- 
ner to give him a full account of the whole Story ; whereupon he thus ſpake 
nto him. 

l Sir, Itis now three years ſince I have been married to that She-Devil whom 
you ſee, It had been farre better for me to have been put into a Sack; and 
thrown into the River ; for ever ſince I have lived with her, I have not enjoy- 
ed one Minute of Reſt. She will ordinarily make quarrels with me for things 
of no moment, and will ſcold ſo loud, that not long ſince being unwilling to 
to goe out of Doors, by reaſon of the great Rain that fell, I was conſtrained to 
ſtop my ears with black wool, and] know not well what Napkin I did wind a- 
bout my head, to the end, that at the leaſt I might not hear her, becauſe I was 
reſolved not to go forth. As ſoon as ſhe perceived my Intention, ſhe determi- 
ned with ber ſelf that I ſhould hear every word ſhe ſpake , and throwing 
her ſelf upon my Bed, ſhe ceaſed not untill ſhe had pull'd off my Biggin , and 
then putting her mouth to my ear ſhe cried out ſo loud, that eight days after- 
wards I was quite deaf; But all this is nothing. Obſerve how brazen-fac'd 
ſhe is l She ſaw me once ſpeak to a young Maid of this Town, immediatly ſhe 
gave a bad apprehenſion to it, and taking a knife in her band, when ſhe was go, 
ing to Bed, ſhe ſaid, That by the grace of God ſhe would geld me, to hinder me 
from going to any other but her ſelf. I was at that time in a patient and a plea» 
ſant humor, and — unto her, Do nothing (Sweet - heart) in the firſt 
heat of your choler; the Time may come that you dearly will repent it. She 
made anſwer to me, Villain, Do you take no care for that, I will have nothing 
any more to do with ypu, I can have Men enough, and thoſe that are far more 
luſty than your ſelf. Tell me (Sir) If you did ever hear of the like Impudence > 
Nevertheleſſe I did forbear to ſtrike her at that time; and I do verily believe, 
that if ber Choler had not been appeaſed, I had ſuffered the diſgrace to have 
been gelded by her. Her threatnings- ( which oftentimes ſhe made unto me, 
to provide her ſelf with a Sweet · heart) were put in Execution, She made choice 
of this young Fellow to ſerve her in a Corner. But, good God! Was there ever 
miſery like to mineꝰ My wife is the moſt precious Fool in the world, when other 
Lovers are accuſtomed to give ſomething to their Sweet · hearts, this fellow is ſo. 
beggarly , that my Wife makes many preſents to him; to pay him for the 
pleaſure which he receiveth of her, She gives him wherewich to feed him, 
and to doath him; I often have obſerved my cloaths on his back, and if there 
be in my Kitchin any thing better than other, which I reſerve for my Gueſts, 
this Gallant wil hang a noſe after it; and I muſt allow him wages for topping 
my Wifes Gap, 1 muſt pay him as if he were one of the Labourers, who comes 
hither, eicher b the day, or by the week , to perform ſome nece imploy- 
ment about my houſe ; After I had harboured a ſuſpicion that he looked 
too fumiliarly on my wife, I indeavoured to make my felf ſure of it; and 
counterfeiting that I was to travelmany miles into the Country, I ſecretly re- 
turned at — door, and underſtanding that they were both t er in 
the next room, I privatly conveyed my ſeſt into the Houſe of office that joyns 
unto it. I heard very well the greateſt part of their diſcourſe, which by little 
and little did render it ſelf more amorous , and Imuſt confeſſe did gri y 
diſpleaſe me; I would moſt willingly have heard it all, co be more bull kan 
ed, but there arrived to me a great misfortune , for a Defluction which fell 
upon my Lungs did make me 8 and I coughed ſo extremely, as 

if I had ſwallowed a bag full of feathers, Howſoever ſo 485 was my de 
to liſten to them, that I knew not how to diſpoſe of my ſelf, but only to hold. 
my Breath as long as poſſibly I could; At the laſt I concluded that my beſt, 
courſe was to put my head down into the Privy to cough within the hole, that 
to 
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ſo I might not be perceived, which when accordingly I had done, I coughed 


above eight times from the bottom of my ſtomack , which did me much good, 
and I entorced my ſelfro cough as much again, to bring forth my flegm all at 
once, for I was extremely flegmatick ; And I muſt tell — the way, that 
I took much pleaſure in it, for my voice reſounded in that fubterranean place, 
and although my flegm did fall ſofe enough, yet my voice made an Eccho, 
which might be heard as plain as is the Eccho near the mountain a quarter of a 
league from this place; But ( O anhappy accident) when I thought to have 
drawn my head out of the hole, It was impoſſible, I did thruſt it in with all 
the force 1 had, and I had not the way to get it out, as I had to put it in, 
for my chin as a hook did hinder the coming forth of it, and I was as it were 
in the Pillory. © Ha, if any one had then come in, he might have done me miſ- 
chief enough, before I had been able to have defended my felf. It would be 
a good invention in ſuch a place to put reſiſting malefactors, when they are to 
indure the whip. I did uſe all the force 1 had, bur inſtead of drawing forth my 
head, my indeavours were ſo great, that 1 plucked the ſeat out of its place, for 


the bord was old and half broken before. In this manner I became half Maſter 


of my liberty, and was no longer conſtrained to be obliged unto one place; 
nevertheleſſe I carryed my priſon about with me; I endeavoured with my hands 
to pluck the plank from my neck, but I was not able to effect it, and I could 
not but lau pu ſee my felt thus attired in the new faſhion, with a Spaniſh Ruff 
about my Neck: Howſoever I was afraid, that if my Wite had found me in 
this condition, ſhe would have made ſome ſpore with me. Seeing therefore 
that I could not deliver my ſelf, my deſire was as privatly as I could to have 
recourſe unto my old Companion the Sawyer, who lived at the upper end of 
our ſtreet, to requeſt him to ſaw it off; but it ſo fortuned, that in the Street 
I met with many, both young and old, who did run after me as after a Fool, 
and would not forfake me until I came to the place whither I was to go. There 
it was that I was delivered of my unſavoury yoak, but jt was noyſed over all 
the Country, for the Sawyer my Companion could not hold his peace, and the 
Boys in che ſtreet doe yet laugh at me whereſoever I goe; But that which-moſt 
affſicted me, was, that I did Abt thoroughly anderſtand the end of the diſcourſe 
of the young Ribauld in my houſe , and I could not know whether he had 
made me a Cuckold or no. But not long afterwards I was too ſenſibly aſſured 
of it, for returning from the fields, I found him with his unſatisfied Compani- 
on io the act of their uncleaneſſe. God knows, what a broken heart I had, I 
ſtayed my Rufflan as he was going forth, and ſaid unto him, Tell me thou Vil- 
lain , what wert thou a doing within? Have a care that I take thee ſo no more, 
for if | doe, I will'mince thee into leſſe pieces than meat is for the Pye. Lknow 
well enough that thou cameſt to ſee my Wife ; Doſt thou ehink that thou canſt 
content her better than my ſelf? Well, well, let us make tryal upon this ſeat 
who is better provided by Nature to pleaſe a Woman, thou or my ſeify Speak- 
ing thoſe words, I produced, and ſhewed him what were the gifts of Nature 
which I had, but be durſt not doe the like, knowing that the right was not on 
his fide. He departed from my houſe much aſhamed, nevertheleſſe, he hath 
ſince oftentimes returned, and not ſo much in private, but I-have always notice 
of it. One day I found him lying with my wife in the ſame Bed which you 
ſee. I only contented my ſelf tochide him for it, and did let him goe away 
ſafe and ſound. Oh what a grief it is unto me when I doe think of it; I ought 
to have flung his Hat out of the Window, or have torn his doublet from his 
back; But 1 was not my ſelf at the ſight of that Accident. 

All theſe things did ſo afflict me, that I did ſwear to that Whore , that un- 
doubtedly within the compaſſe of a year, I ſhould kill my ſelf to be delivered 
of thoſe torments which ſhe cauſed me to endure, yet for all that, ſhe became 


every day more wicked than other , deſiring nothing more than to ſee-me 2 
rie 
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ried forth with my heels formoſt. We have never quarrelled fince; but ſhe hath 
ſaid unto me, Robin, What do you make accountto do > Why doſt thou not 
perform thy Oath, wretched Fool, which thou haſt caken 2 Why doſt thou not 
die? The Vines will flouriſh never the leſle for thy abſence; Thou only ſerveſt 
to conſume the truits of the Earth. ſpat 1 
She began lately more to reſpect me than ſhe hath been accuſtomed to do, 
to make a trial ( as it is to be preſumed } if | would be ſo very a Fool as to 
make my ſelf away for her; I knew her Intention, and to prove how great 
was the affection ſhe did bear unto me, and what ſhe. would doe 
and ſay, if I were; out of the world, I. did counterfeit my felt to be 
dead. 1 b: LoL 203 
ln this contrivement a Coſin of mine did much aſſiſt me, at whoſe Houſe I 
was yeſterday very late in the Evening, who came unto my Wife to acquaint 
her; that having drank ſomething, He knew not. what, that was mingled in a 
glaſſe with White wine, l did throw my ſelf upon the Bed, where I was drawing 
to an end. This News did not ſoften her heart at all; She made anſwer, That 
ſhe had ſo great a deſire to ſleep, that ſhe could not riſe to come unto me 
without the moſt apparent danger in the world. Finding that, we attended 
till this Morning to put an end unto our Enterprize ; He brought me hither, 
baving one of his Servants to aſſiſt him, and put me upon this Bed, where ever 
ſince. I have lain like a dead Man; and addreſſing himſelf to my Wife, he {aid 
unto her, Behold your dead Husband ! I am ſorry. that you were not preſent 
when he ſurrendred his Soul to God, you might then have known his laſt Will, 
and ſeen with what diligence I have aſſiſted him. She made anſwer in groans 
unto. him, O God Is my good Man dead? I ſhall never find another that 
will equal him in the goodneſſe of his Diſpoſition; Tell me what he ſaid unto 
yon being near unto his end; Keep not one word from me, it will 
ſerve for a great conſolation to me. He replyed, You do much deceive your 
ſelf, it will ſerye unto you for Remorſe of Conſcience all you life, if you have a 
relenting Soul, and carefull of its own Salvation. My Colin aſſured me, that 
you were the Cauſe of his Death, and that he'came to my. houſe as to a Re- 
tuge, to protect him from the afflictions which heindured in your Company. 
Alas 1 (faid ſhe) How unhappy am 12 What, diſcourteſies have 1 done him, 
that he died with ſo much rancor againſt me? He will not then pray to God for 
me in the other world? Saint Aar! Our Neighbors can all witneſſe the good 
Entertainment that he always hath-received from me; It is above a month ago 
fince.the leaſt noiſe was heard in our houſe. Son of David ! I was ſo ready to 
obey all his Commandments, that but yeſterday I thought I ſhould have broke 
my neck in running down the ſtairs to fetch hiis Wine for him; Alas poor Manl 
He never drank ſince in my Company, and never now ſhall drink in it a- 
ain. 
. My Coſin gave her leave to make an end of her dolefull Complaints, and 
departed from her, to underſtand whether her griefs were counterfeit or not; 
He was no ſooner gone, but ſhe ſent for that Woman whom you ſee, who is no 
better than her ſelt, and for her Adulterer alſo ; She ſaid unto them, Compani- 
ons, My Husband is dead, Have not ] a good Cauſe co weep? The old Wo- 
man replyed unto her, Are you a Fool? Do you forget the Wiſhes that ſo of- 
ten you have made? She made anſwer, No my good Friend; But what will 
the Neighbours ſay, if I ſhall not weep ? And ſince it is the Cuſtom to weep, 
ler me alone, I will have tears in abundance, although I have occaſion enough 
to laugh, 1 will have Onions always in my Handkerchicf, and wipe my eyes 
with them; Speaking thoſe words, her tears ceaſed , Her eyes have learn'd 
the trick to make her tears to run, and ceaſe when ſhe pleaſeth. She after- 
wards proceeded in her Diſcourſe, Upon my Faith he hath done well to die, 
and I wondred what he meant fo long to deterr it, I therefore reſolved with my 
521 ſelf 
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ſelf to aſtiſt him ih it; for having long ago made ſo many deep proteſtations to 
me, to diſlodge from this world, I conceived with my ſelf, that if he tarried any 
longer in it; he muſt needs be damr'd for not keeping his word, if he ſhould 
have upright Judges : Am I not now a happy Woman? all that is in this Houſe 
is mine. He hath given me ic all, at the Contract of his Marriage. I have now 
gained by St. Job», for the evil life which I did lead with him. All the Night 
long he lay by me as unmovable as a Block. Hehad one Member of his Body, 
which long ago, for ought that I do know, was as intirely dead, as if it bad been 
rouched with Thunder. Her Companion replyed unto her, Comfort your ſelf 
then, Behold where your Friend is ! who will give you the beſt Content in the 
world. Hereupon, becauſe all the Curtains about the Bed were drawn, that I 
could not de diſcovered, I lifred up my head a little, and peeping through a lit- 
tle place where the Curtains lay open at the foot of the Bed, I beheld this gal- 
lane, imbracing, and kiſſing my Wife. The pains which I took to raiſe my head, 
were ſuch, that it gave an unexpected paſſage to a furious wind which procee- 
ded from me, and did much amaze them all. O Lord | / ſaid my Wife) He is 
not dead, Hark how he farteth? You will be a Fool till ( ſaid her Compani- 
on) Do you think that dead Bodies do not break wind > Why, things that 
have no life at all do fart. Be you where you will, you ſhall in every place 
hear ſomething or other that will make ſuch a noiſe; be it never ſo little. As 
for him, It may be that ſome of his Cones made a crack at the diſ-joynting of 
them: or rather, it was ſome wind which remained yet in his Body, and find- 
ing not the paſſage open, could not but with violence break forth. Beſides, we 
ought to believe „that his Body (being heavy as it is) did cauſe the Bed to 
crack, which is made but of the thinneſt wood. Ah Villain! / faid my Wife) 
It was all his delight to break wind backward when he was alive, and now he 
doth practiſe it being dead. He had che wind at Command, and high or low, 
would make it ſo to blow at his pleaſure, that I wonder the State did not ſend 
for him, to make him their Marinet: He would oftentimes lay ay to ler 
ſuch a number of Farts at once, which ſhould all come ratling from him like a 
peal of Ordnance, and in two or three hundred at a clapihe would riot miſſe 

ou one of his number. It was his ordinary ſport amongſt his Companions,and 
ke did get a great deal of money by it ; But ( my good Friend ) that we may 
be ſure to be troubled with him no more, It were r for us to bury him too 
ſoon, then too late; Let us therefore put our hands to the work, and give me 
a needle and thred. 

Having ſpoke thoſe words, ſhe did draw the Curtain, and as ſhe ſtooped to 
look upon me, (it being high time for me to act out my part, having known the 
ſmall Eſteem ſhe had of me ) I lifted up my Arm, and applyed my hand faſt 
unto her cheek, which did put her into an exceſſe of fear. I Nad unto her, I am 
not yet dead, you Slut, and (if it ſhall pleaſe God) I one day ſhall lay thee in 
the Earth z and ſince, without juſt Cauſe, thou ſo maliciouſly doſt defire that I 
ſhould depart out of this world, Heaven, the more to enrage and puniſh thee, 
will permit that I ſhall continue here a long time. Then they all three fell up- 
on me, and being unwilling to believe that I was alive, becauſe they deſired I 
were dead, they did their beſt indeavourto fhrowd me, and bury me in this 
Linnen ſheet. I made reſiſtance as long as poſſibly I could, crying out Help, 
Help, Murder, Murder, and telling themthat I was not dead. I do believe they 
had a deſire to have ſtrangled me, and no doubt they bad put it in Execution, 
if out of your goodneſſe you bad not come to my ſuccour, being (as I believe) 
invited to it by my Cries. Now Sir, I do beſeech you, that you will vouchſaſe 
to aſſiſt me, having underſtood the Juſtice of my Cauſe. Procure that they 
perſecute me no more, as they did before your Comming, and be pleaſed to be 
a Protector of the miſerable. 


When he had thus ended his Speech, Franciov, who underſtood the — 
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of bis cauſe, deſired to make peace amongſt them, and the young Ruffian, and 
the old woman who accompanied him, departed, fearing they ſhould be appre- 
hended. The woman of the houſe perceiving that the Gentleman deſired to 
dine there, did goe down into the Kitchin, confuſed, and aſhamed, ro make 
preparations for his Dinner. All chat time her Husband was putting on his 
Cloathes, and kept cloſe to Fraxcion, with whom he diſcourſed on diverſe Sub- 
ets. After dinner, Franco» cauſed his wife to appear, and faid unto them 

oth, that they muſt both of them before bim, make a long, and a durable 
friendſhip, The Husband, who deſired nothing but Love and Honeſty, did 
eaſily conſent unto it, and the Wife did the ſame, being conſtrayned by neceſ- 
fity. I will then, ſaid Franc ion, that Robin immediatly doe ſhew me, if he be 
not ſufficiently valiane of himſelf to give his wife content, without making her 
to run to the Court for help. 

Fair Ladies, you that without bluſhing cannot endure to hear thoſe things 
ſpoken of which beſt of all you do love, I know well enough, that if you caſt 
your eyes on this paſſage , and on many other places of this Book, you will 
preſently lay it by, and peradventure will hate me, or at leaſt will ſo diſſemble 
to doe, to ſhew your ſelves chaſt and recired ; Nevertheleſſe I love the truth fo 
much, that for all the coyneſſe of your humour, I will conceal nothing, eſpe- 
cially of that, which doth profit more by being divulged , chan by having it 
buried in ſilence. ; 

Rebin,after ſome unwillingneſſe, did accord to the deſire of Fraxc;on, being 
very glad to have the eyes of fo great a perſonage to be the unreproachable 
Wieneſſes of the proofs of his valour , but his Wite ſeemed to be much aſham- 
ed, ard affirmed, that ſhe had rather die than endure that ſuch a thing ſhould 
be ſeen before the eyes of the world. And why ſo, ſaid Francion, Doe not all 
men know that which you two doe being bath together? Doe you deſire to 
conceal it? To what purpoſe will that ſerve you? When I have ſeen you ta 
have done it, were I the greateſt babler in the world, all that I could ſay would 
be but that I have ſeen you to have done it- And what news would that be? 
I may fay as much now, for it is but the Truth. Moreover, doe you think 1 
am not as able to judge of this bufineffe as well as the Chirurgians ? and that I 
cannot make as true a judgement as they, whereby you ſhall not be troubled 
to run to the Spiritual Court, where it will coſt you as much mony as atten- 
dance? For all theſe reaſons, the Hoſteffe remained in her firſt obſtinate Reſo- 
lution, and Francion purſuing his intentions, told her, that if ſhe would nor 
doe it, he would command all his ſervants, to bold her by her Arms, until Ro- 

bin had accompliſhed his Deſire; And without any more adoe he took her 
himſelf, and threw her onthe Bed, and commanded Robin to begin what he 
had to doe who, after that cheCavallier had commanded his ſervants to depart, 
and ſtayed alone himſelf in the Chamber, did ſhew himſelf ready to obey him. 
Bat it is ſaid, that whenever his Servants were gone, Francion cauſed him to 
wave the incounter, for he would firſt ſee if he were well provided with all 
things that were neceſſary for him. Moreover, the Detractors doe affirm, that 
he made them afterwards to begin the fight again , and did furniſh them with 
new precepts of Love; you may believe which you pleaſe. It may ſuffice to 
underſtand, that he judged they had no cauſe to be difcoatented at one ano- 
ther, without making any mention umto you, eicher of erection or intromiſfſ- 
on, or ejaculation, which are words that relt#h more of the Court of the 
Church, than of the Court at the Lowvre. The Hoſteſſe had a Siſter to marry, 
and fome there were t hat did goe ſinging up and down the village, That ſhe 
muſt take a Husband upon proof, becauſe that her Siſter was decerved. But no 
great heed ought to be taken to that ſlander. 
Behold this is all that we have to ſpeak like a Libertine in this Book; Are 
you aſhamed to look upon it Gentlemen and Ladies who are the "ou ? 
The 
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The ſtories which are here to be read, are not ſo guilty that they were made 
on purpoſe to prompt you unto Vice; Our deſign is to make you expreſſely to 
hate it, by ſetting before your eyes the bad ſucceſſe of enormous enterpriſes; 
Whatſoever it be, it may eaſily be diſcerned that ic was not made for the medi- 
tation of religious Votareſſes, but to inſtruct thoſe how to live that are in the 
world, where every day they are inforced to underſtand many other things of 
this Nature; for what offences be there that are not dayly brongbt to the 
knowledge of the Courts c Juſtice, and how can it be remedied, but that they 
will adminiſter a Subject of diſcourſe in all Companiess - N. ck. 

But if my excuſes are of no validity, and you can find nothing in this Book 
to pleaſe· you. Readers, whoſoever you are, doe not read it the ſecond time, 
I did not make it for yours, but for my own particulat pleaſure. Doe not buy 
it, if you have no mind to it, there is no man will infarce you to it · But if you 
have it, and that altogether it doth dilpleaſe Jer caſt it into the fire, and if 
there be but one part only which is diſagreeable to you either tear it. ot it 
out, and make your profit of the reſt. But if ſome words only be agaiſt your 
heart, I give you the fair liberty to inſert others which you ſhall better ap- 
prove. I believe there are very few Authors who will ſay as much, and leſſe 
that will grant it, but they are all too ſtubborn, and doe gye themſelves to im- 
pertinent vanities ; For my part, I will take my own Swing, and delight my 
ſelf, without reflecting on any other. Do you afterwards, if you cap, follow 
my Counſels, and allow of my intentions. But let us aow purſue bur more a- 
greeable diſcourſe. be # +, #6: 43> 27 +2442 % 

Aſter that Francion had made his Hoſt and his Hoſteſſe perfect friends, he 
came down, being followed by them to have the reckoning paid, which was 
no ſooner caſt up, but it was immediatly diſcharged . Moreover be gave un- 
to them three Piſtols of gold, to invite them to remember him when he was 
gone, and in the remembrance of him to appeaſe all their old differences, and 
he promiſed them that he would give them a greater Donation, if he wete ad- 
vertiſed that they continued in the obligation of their love; But if he heard 
to the contrary, he threatned rigorouſly to puniſh their new diſſentions. It 
is ſaid, that his Remonſtrances were of great efficacy, and that ever ſince they 
lived in peace, and have had Children. ef = 

A certain man who came to dine at the Tavern, obſerving the and 
great gifts of Fraxcton , did bear a reſpect unto him, and ſeeing him to 
take horle, did take borſe alſo , and underſtanding that he travelled the ſame 
way, he did deſire toaceompany him. The firſt diſcourſe with him, vas, the 
praiſing of his Liberality, from which he fell to the diſpraiſe of Avarice, of 
which he told him he could furniſh him with a moſt remarkable example, of a 
Gentleman who lived in a Village, where the next night they were to lodge, 
He is the moſt wretched man, ſaid he, that the Earth did ever bear; his Te. 
nants are moſt unhappy to have ſuch a Landlord, he doth exact upon them in a 
thouſand ways. The laſt year he made them believe, that be had a de- 
fire to goe to the war for the ſeryice of the King, and that his gοο9 
muſt be at the charge to give him two light Horſes, nevertheleſſe he did not 
goe at — , but only made a journey to the Court, where he ſtayed about a 
monetn.. | it2 | UCEET 

He ſent afterwards to them a comprny ofthe Gen- darmes, which-belonged 
to one of his friends, to ſatisfie his malicious Avarice WhO had plundered 
them to ſome purpoſe, but that reflecting on his own'-profic, h it 
was more diſcretion for him to pillage them himſelf, aud he was 


his dayly extotſion, he had made them ſo poor, that they could bute no 
more unto him. Lou will hardly believe how be babes ende ene 
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niſned, both in their bodies and their purſes, hen they have gathere tu 
ſome ſmall ſticks which they have found about his weeds: | 
"* Qian labourers, 
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labourers, he at his pleaſure putteth back the clock, and makes them to work 
——— — bene inanhar gas He kee- 
peth all his Servants in the moſt penurious way chat poſſibly can be imagined; 
When he putteth Peaſe, or Lentils into the Pot to be boyled, 


he doth couce 
them one by one, and hath tearned Geometry, on purpoſe that his Compaſſe 
may ſerve him to meaſure the bread,to know how much they bave eaten. Never 
any man could make his boaſt that he hath Feaſted with him. When his friends 
( ifhe hath any) doe come in, and enter at the fore-door of his houſe to ſee 
him, he, for fear to entertain them, doth go out at the Back-door, and takes 
his walk in unfrequerted places, where it is impoſſible to find him. In his houſe 
there is no difference at all in their Diet; for his Grooms he taketh none 
but thoſe who are of a melancholick, or a Flegmatick complexion, becauſe that 
thoſe who are of a cholerick humor are commonly too great Eaters. One time 
he entertained a Cook, but he ſoon afterwards deſired ſeave to be gone, pro- 
feffing to him, That if he ſtayed any longer in his houſe, he ſhould forget 
Trade. 

This Covetous wreteh,obſerving his Children to grow up, did one day com- 
plain of it, contrary toall other men, who are = glad to ſee their Children 
ro increaſe in years, hoping thereby to fecrive a ſudden and abſolute content» * 
ment, by ſeeing them either well married, or to be indued with ſome eminent 
quality or ſignal virtue, for their advancement. His reaſon was, That for the 
time to comẽ it would coſt him more mony to buy them cloaths; As for him- 
ſelf, he never makes himſelfready,but on Sundays only,and on Holydays, when 
he goes ro ſhew himſelf in his Pari Church; and he margin >. > — 4 Linſy- 
woolſy frock upon his Cloaths when ever he comes home, and he will not ad- 
venture — by from his ſeat on 3 — — — 
his a wearing. It is , that t iliments th, are 
thoſe of his great Grandfatbers, by which he is ſomtimes pleaſed to be known, 
and which moſt be eth; intending to bequeath and intayl them 
with his Benediction to his Poſteriry. On working-dayes be is covered alto» 


gether with ropes. ; | 

As I remember (ſaid 97 called this perſon, Gentleman; Do you 
believe, in good earneſt, that he deſerves that title, living a life ſo ſordid 2 One 
of the moſt principal Ornaments of Nobility, is Liberality. 

Sir ( ſaid he who did accompany — * muſt acknowledge that I have failed 
in calling bim Gentleman, although be hath many Lordſhips ; for by deſcent 
he is no Gentleman at all: His Father was one oft Vſurers in Frame, 
and made it all his buſineſſe to give pernicious advice to others, to heap up mo- 
ney, and to ſow diflention. Nevertheleſſe his Son, and his Daughter, who are 
one of them at the Age of Twenty, and the other of Eighteen , do nothin 
partake at all of the rs of his race ; They are both of them indued wit 

s Souls, It is pity that they have a Father who' will do to ad- 
vance them. His Daughter is very beautifull, and wants for no attractions ts 
procure her Sweet · hearts; but what is ſhe the better for ic? A man can never 
find the ity to court her, ſhe is always at her Mothers elbow : a wo- 
man as miſerable as her Husband,who will not permit her to go into any Com- 
fr: for fear it will coſt him too much to put her into good habiliments ; 
h 


which is more, Siꝑnior Buiſſen, who is her Father, is ſo fearfull to disburſe 

is money, that he will not hear of any Husband for her. His Son is at this 
preſent a Priſoner, partly by his own will, and partly by force ; for he deſireth 
not to be ſeen abroad, and accompany other Gentlemen of hisrank , having 
neither apparel to nor train to attend, or ſilver to aſſiſt him, either ac 
or at tevellings long ſince he was even with his Father, who being faln 


k, and not able to travel to the City to pay a round tum of Silver which he 
owed to a Merchant, he was conſtrained, to his great grief, to commit the 


charge 
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cruſt himſelf with his own Goods, His Son being tempted with that profitable 
metal, which he ſeldom carried about him, did ine to it for bim» 
ſelf; And inſtead of carrying it where he was commanded, he did bury it in the 
middle of a Field, and having ſold his Horſe and Cloak, he returned in « moft 
n—— diſguiſe unto his Father, and acquainted him, That be had been 
a | by Thins, who had diſmounted him, and not only deprived him of 
his Horſe, but had taken from him by force his Money, and his Cloak. You 
may imagin in what a paſſion old Buiſſon was, he knew not on whom to exer- 
ciſe his Revenge; at the laſt he imputed all the fault unto his Son, he call'd him 
Knave, and did beat him ſoundly, becauſe he made no more haſt out of doors, 
and did not keep the ordinary High-way, where —— poſſibly have found 
one honeſt Traveller or other, who would have relieved him. He gave a charge 
the h 


to the Provoſt of the Marſhalſeys to make enquiry after the perſons who did 
ſteal the money. Oae of the Officers knowing the colour of air, and the 
ight of the Horſe, was ſo diligent, that at laſt he found him in an adjacent 
Vi as with a halter he was led forth from the Stable unto water, On his 
Return, he did go to the dwelling-houſe to which the Stable did belong, and 
demanded of the Maſter, Who it was that ſold that Horſe unto him > He made 
anſwer, be was a young Man, but his Name and Quality he could not tell; but 
if it were his chance to ſee him, he ſhould know him _ very well. By ill 
fortune, young hui an at that time paſſed by, and the Maſter of the Houſe ſaid 
immediat ly to the Officer, Look, yonder he is without all doubt, lay hands on 
him. The Officer replyed, Take heed you deceive not your ſelf; for he 
who goes there, is the Son of that Man who hath loſt the Horie. The other 
yed, It is moſt aſſuredly the ſame young Man who ſold the Horſe to me. 
The Officer being contented with this aſſurance, returned to the old Sighior; 
who confronted his Son with it : his Son was immediately convinced; — fea · 
ing the fury of his Father, did ſecretly depart out of the Caſtle, belike, to find 
— buried money, by the help of which he hath conveyed himſelf away fo 
far, that he bath never ſince been ſeen. Ar the laft he will be inforced to come 
back again, although it be for nothing elſe but to claim his ſhare in the Inheri- 
tance; knowing that the loſſe of this money will be the only way to break his 
Fathers heart. That which cometh by che Muſick of the Cornet, returneth 
back at the Sonnd of the Trumpet. Goods ill got, will infallibly be one da 
ill expended : When the young Man hath them once in his poſſeſſion, we n 
not ask what Riot he will make. 

By this may be underſtood, what pleafure men take to cramm their Purſes 
with Crowns, which they ſhall be then inforced to leave, when they think leaſt 
of it. For my ſelf, I know not which of them to blame moſt, either the Father, 
or the Son: Both of them have failed in their duty, but I cannot deny but that 
all the world may ſee, that the fault firſt of all did from the Father, who 
by his miſerableneſſe hat h, in a manner, prov his Son to take that from 
him by force, which he would not give him of good will. Without doubt God 
is pleaſed that the Son, who proceeded from his own bowels, ſhould be his 
ſc to puniſh him for his avarice- That may well be (ſald Frais) 
and I believe that Heaven hath ſent me alſo upon earth to puniſh the ſame ſin: 
I proteſt unto you, I will not ſpare him at all, or my Spirit ſhall be barren in 
Invention. Tellme paly, If you have any Intereſt in him? Yes pr prom 
the other; for I livg in a Farm which is but a League from his Caſtle, and have 
learned all his Genealogy and manner of life of A certain Boy who ſerved hi 


who comes oftentimes to my houſe. Give me then an Account of it ( ſaid 


Fraexcion ) without omitting thing; whereupon be who did 
him, did declare CS IT nnd of him; I will meaſure him then 
( aid Frexien) by the length of his own Ell, That will do it, I he not ex- 
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charge thereof unto his Son; for be was ſo miſerable, that be would hardly 
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tremely ambitious, to fill up the number of all his other Vices? Is he not eaſie 


to be perſwaded. that he is one of the moſt noble, and moſt apparent of all 
that Province? You bit the nail on the head, replyed the other; If vou bad 
eaten a whole buſhel of Salt with him, you could not have known him better. 
It is the height and force of all his deſire to be eſteemed a Gentleman, and of- 
tentimes he bath baſtinadoed ſome, who ka ve ſaid he was no Gentleman, and 
that he ought to come behind them. So, ſo, ſaid Fraxcion, 1 will goe to him 
howſoever, I will make him as noble as my ſelf, whether he will, or oor, for 1 
know that otherwiſe at the beginning he will not approve of that which I ſhall 
perform, to arrive to my intent. 

As they were in this diſcourſe, they approached unto a little Wood, near un- 
to which they heard a noiſe 5 as if ſome men were offering violence to one a- 


nother. Our Adventurer who would know all things, and puniſh all the for- 


ſeits which he ſaw committed, did put ſpurs to his horſe, being followed by 
his people, he perceived four ſturdy fellows holding a young — by 
his Collar, having firſt diſmounted him. Although he made his approaches 
near unto them, yet they would not abandon him, and becauſe the youn 
Gentleman would not goe with them, as they would have him, they drag 
him along with all their force. You Villains, what will you doe to that gallant 
young man, ſaid Frexcion 2. One of them made anſwer, It doth not belong to 
you at all, let it ſuffice — to underſtand that our proceedings are approved 
by Juſtice; Juſtice, ſaid Fraxcion, What vertuous Lady is that whom you call 


' Juſtice, who cauſeth honeſt men to be ſo rudely intreated? Let the Gentleman 


go, or I profeſſe unto you you ſhall dearly repent it. Sir, ſaid another of them, 
you will give us leave to execute our m—_ are the Kings Officers, we 
are carrying this Man to priſon for his de And is it only for that? ſaid 
Francion, 1 ſwear unto yon, he ſhall not goe. Having ſpoke thoſe words, he 
drew his Sword, and all thoſe who were with him did the like, and did charge 
upon the Serjeants with ſo much reſolution, that they inforced them to ſhew 
their heelsfagheir Enemies. The Neighbour of old Buiſſon approaching, ſaid 
unto Frarcion, Sir, This Gentleman whom you have reſcued, is young Buiſſon. 
In a good hour ſaid. Fraxcion, I am glad at my heart that I have thus met with 
him- Oathatthe — — did approach umo him, to thank him, 
with ſuch words as expreſſed the generoſity of his Spirit, which invited Franci- 
on to uſe him with all humanity of ref dect. He then demanded of him, if it were 
for debt that they would have carried him to priſo! > guiſſon made anſwer, yes, 
and that bis Father allowing him no means, he was inforced to borrow ſome 
moneys of the Uſurer, who, having need of it, did thus rudely purſue him to ſur- 
render it. Inthis entertainment of diſcourſe they arrived'at the Town where 
they intended to ſup and lodge that night. There were two men drinking in 
the Inn as they entred into the Court, one of them had a Noſe as red as a Lob- 
ſter , who eſpying young Bui ſſon, made a ſign to his Comrade; After that they 
did both fall to their cups harder than before, having ſome ſlices of a Gammon 
of Bacon brought unto them, the more to excite their thirſt. Here ( ſaid one 
of them) holding the glaſſe in his hand, Keeper of the Jayl of my Stomach, 
Make ready the Wric for this valiant Champion whom I am going to put / into 
the hole. See yet, ſaid he, another glaſſe of wine, which hath choſen to 
take its lodging in the ward of my Belly, and ſpeaking thoſe words he drank ic 
off. Companion ( replyed the other) having firſt drank a glaſſe of wine, I give 
you the aſſignation, before the throne of the Deity of Barbs, to inform me 
for what cauſe you doe not drink in time and place? I f not make appea- 
tance, ſaid the other, and if you ſhall levy upon the default, whereby 1 ſhall 
be conſtrained to pay the expence, and be condemned afterwards for contu- 
macy, I will a from you, as from an incompet ent ludge, and demand to 
be brought before my Iud ge natural, and domiciliar, as in an Action purely 
Hou per- 
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perſonal. It is no matter for the apparence, ſaid the fitſt, I will bave a 
Deed ſigned and delivered by the Drawer within, by which it ſhall be certi- 
fied that I have drunk more than thou haſt. See here a Pint pot, ſaid the other, 
which ſeems to me not to be compared ro this which is the Original, and bath 
the mark of the City on it, It is a great deal too little, and the Wine is not 
good, I will obtain therefore Letters Patents ſealed wich the great Seal to 
relieve my ſelf „ becauſe I have conſented to give fix Souſes for that 
which is worth but four. But to the purpoſe my Camerade , Thou eateſt u 
all the bread which 1 doe cur, I will form a Complaint for this abuſe, — 
cauſe thee to appeal in a Caſe of Seiſin and Treſpaſle. 

They had much other diſcourſe to this purpoſe, which Francion underſtood, 
and did ſwear he did conceive them to be Serjeants , not only by realon ot 
their Countenance, but by the terms of practice which at every word incon- 
gruoſly enough proceeded from them, and moreover he ſuſpected, that they 
were in the number of thoſe who would have dragged Da Baiſſan unto priſon. 
To prove if it were true, he left him alone in the next room, and did goe out 
of the gate himſelf with all his train, ptetending that he had a great deſire to 
ſee ſome of the ſingularities in the City. Immediatly the Serjeants, who had 
all this while a deſign to carry Buiſſon to priſon , did goe to look him our, 
and having ſhewed him their Authority, they did begin to exerciſe their office: 
but Francton and his people immediarly ame , did hinder them from pro- 
ceeding any further; and having ſhut the gate of the Inn upon them, he told 
them — 2 were at his mercy, and that were it not for him they had both 
been killed. 

Theſe poor Gigots of Iaſtice cryed for mercy to Francion, and Buiſſen, and 
aſſured them that they would not have undertaken ic, but that they were com- 
manded to it. You area couple of Fools, aid Francia, who doe not under- 
ſtand your own Trade, I will teach it you. Will any Serjeant that hath di- 
cretion with him uſe fuck words of Art as you have done before the friends of 
him whom you deſire to arreſt > Doe you not conſider that it is more than 
fufficient to diſcover who you ate? It was for this reaſon only that you failed 
in your enterpriſe on this gallant Gentleman, for which I am very glad; But 

too, tell me at my requeſt , whoſe Prifonier ſhould he be? Sir, ſaid one of 
chem, he ſhould be priſoner to ſuch a Merchant of this City. 1 know him 
very well, faid Bui ſſen. he is one of the moſt deceitfull dealers that is in it. He 
fold anto me bad ſtuffs at a very high price, and helped me himſelf to find out 
a Man who would buy them of me at a low rate with his own money, ſo that 
his ware returned apain to his own ſhop. For my ſelf I did not care, becauſe 
I had got ſome ſilver, of which | was in need, and never minded the danger 
to come. He was always importunate with me to come unto his ſhop, and aſ- 
ſured me I ſhould have what ſtuffs I would, truſting to the great riches 
of my Father, Fra:cion having whiſpered B«ifſon in the ear, commanded 
one of the Drawers to goe to the Merchants houſe, and acquaint him on the 
behalf of che Serjeants, that the young Gentleman who was indebted to him 
was there ready to pay him, and that he ſhould come with all the ſpeed he 
could. The Merchant being come, Supper was ferved in, and the payment 
being deferred cill after Supper, the Merchant was placed amongſt. the Ser- 
jeants to eat with them. He and his Camerades did drink ſo deeply, that the 
fumes did begin to aſcend into their brains. Francron did give unto one of his 
Lackeys a certain powder that he had taken with him amongſt his other curio- 
ſities, which being mingled in the wine they drank of, did render them ſo ſtu- 
pid, that they ſeemed to have rather the Souls of brute beaſts than of men. 
There was no longer any reaſon in their words, and one might doe wich them 
what he pleaſed; for they were as inſenſible Creatures. Fraxcion ſeeing them 
in that condition, did examine their pockets , and took from them che Bills 
and 
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and Bonds which the Merchant had brought, and the Writs and Capiaſſes of 


the Serjeants, and burn'd them all before Buiſſon, who gave him a thouſand 
thanks for the fayours he received- 

Francion afterwards called for the Vintner, and complained to him that he 
had ſent up Wine ſo heavily daſhed, that thoſe poor men of the City who were 
not ſo much accuſtomed to drink as thoſe of his Retinue, were extremely intoxi- 
cated, although they had not drunk ſo much as his Servants had done. The 
Vintner replyed, Thele gallants, Sir, at leaſt the two Serjeants whom there you 
ſee, were more than halt drunk before they came to Supper to your Table. Did 
you not ſee them carouſing together as you came into the Inne? I will ſend 
unto their Wives to fetch them home. For this Man ( pointing to the Mer- 
chant) I will cake the pains, ſaid he, to lead him home my ſelf. 

Having ſpoke thoſe words; he commanded one of his Servants to look out 
the Serjeants wives, who gave them a thouſand evil words, as they did lead 
them home, and that which did incenſe them, was, that they could not get one 
word of ſenſe from them. When the Merchant was come to his own houſe, his 
Wife demanding of him if he had received the money which was due unto him? 
He being not ſo {tupified as the other, had the underſtanding to make anſwer to 
her, That ſhe had a great deſire to be brave; and taking a good Cudgel, he 
did fall upon her, as if the Devil had been in him; Nevertheleſſe he had not 
the leaſt conſideration, whether he had received the money or not, and percei- 
ved not the ſtealing away of his Papers. 

The next Morning, underſtanding the loſſe of them, he did run in a great 
rage unto the Tavern ; but the gueſts were gone very early in the Morning, 
wiſely foreſeeing what was like to enſue : ſo that the Merchant learned to his 
own Coſt, not to cozen young Gentlemen any more, nor truſt them with com- 
modities to be exchanged into ready mony, and imployed in unprofitable ex- 
pences. Francion nevertheleſſe adviſed the young Man to give him ſome- 
_ when he was able to ſpare it, accordingly as his Conſcience ſhould direct 

im. 
When he was on the way, he asked him to what place he had a deſire to go. 


Not that way as you ſteer your conrſe, replyed the young Man; becauſe that 


you are travelling towards my Fathers Caſtle, before whom I dare not preſent 
my ſelf. I have taken ſome money from him, which I will imploy to the beſt 
advantage I can, and I am now going to find out a Lord in this Country, who 
being my near Kinſman, will freely entertain me in his Houſe. Well, ſaid 
Francion, becauſe you are diſpoſed to ramble, find out the means to come to 
Rome, where ſome moneths hence undoubtedly you will find me, and you may 
there paſſe away your time better, than in any other place of the world ; Your 
humor pleaſeth me ſo much, that I deſire to enjoy your Company longer. Ha- 
ving ſpoke thoſe words, he friendly imbraced him, and left him to his ewn 
liberty to take which way he pleaſed. 

He who did ſpeak unto him of old F#iſſov, was yet in his Company, and did 
not forſake him, till he had brought him within fight of the Caſtle : Fran- 
cion taking his leave of him, aſſured him that within few days he ſhould receive 
the News of what he had done, and ſo he departed ; putting the beſt face he 
could on his well-grounded Reſolution, and commanded the Groom of his 
Chamber to take out of his Sumpter the richeſt Cloak he had, becauſe he had a 
deſire to paſſe for ſome great Signior. 

We ſhall in the next Book ſee what War he doth make with Avarice, which is 
one of the moſt enormous Vices in the world; and in that we may underſtand 
that this Comical Hiſtory containerh in it many things Satyrical, to render ic 
the more profitable; for it is not ſufficient to lay forth Vices in all the ir colours 
to the eye, unleſſe we ſhall undertake alſo effectually to reprove them. 


The End of the Eighth Book, 
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His brave Cavallier wlioſe Adventures we have traced, did at 
& laſt arrive at the gates of the Caſtle of the Covetous Sig- 
nior; he would have ſent in one of his Servants before-hand 
as a Harbinger, to advertiſe him of his Comming, were it not 
for fear that he would have ſtollen away, that he might he 
. not ſee him. He came intothe Hall, where he found the 
venerable perſonage ſitting, and reading in a Book of Hesbandry, to diſcover 
that which he might yet put in practiſe to increaſe the profit of his Lands; Mon- 
fieur, ſaid Francios to him, the extreme deſire I have to ſee you, and to witneſs 
- unto you how affectionate I am to do you Service, hath conſtrained me to 
leave the way which my affairs obliged me to keep, boldly co make my ap- 
proach to your Caſtle. Signior Baiſſos replyed, I beſeech you, Sir, to tell me 
who you are, for I know you not? I know you as well as my ſelf, ſaid Franci- 
on, your Renown is ſpread in all places; For my ſelf, I am called Franciox, 
Marquis de {a Parte; l am nearly allied to you, I will tell you by what extraction; 
thereupon he ravell'd out the whole Genealogy, following that which was 
deicribed to him : and although another might obſerve the fallities therein, the 
old Signior did perſwade himielf it was true, ſo over-joyd he was, that a Mar- 
quis who had ſo hononrable a train, did call him Coſin of his own motion, ho- 
ping it would be ſufficient to prove his Nobility againſt all contradiction. Ha. 
ving by his language teſtified unto Francion, what honour and contentment 
this acknowledgement did bring unto him , the firſt Courteſy which he uſed, 
was to ſay unto him, I believe you were never in this Country before, nor any 
of your Secvants, and therefore they cannot tell where good Lodgings may 
be had for them, and Stables for your Horſes, 1 will direct them to a good 
Tavern, to which they and their Horſes may retire themſelves; my Man ſhall 
go along with them to conduct them. Fraxcion obſerving that Du Buiſſen 
bad a deſire to ſhow him a proof of his ordinary miſerableneſſe, reſolved not 
to give way unto it, and ſaid unto bim, Coſin, I have always occaſion for 
my Servants, and deſire that they may not be removed trom me; And as for 
my horſes, I am loath they ſhould be left in an Inne, where none ot my Ser- 
vants are preſent to have a Care of them; Beſides, I dare affure you they are 
ſo weary, that t hey are hardly able to go fo farr. 
Thus Franc ion did defend himſelf at the firſt Incounter. Biſſon perceiving 
that he could not deny him, did immediatly command that Supper ſhould be 
Rr ſerved 
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ſerved in, which was only a Shoulder of Mutton, with ſome Sallets, 
and ſaid unto Francies, Sir, You muſt be contented with a very poor Supper, 
It is no more than what I have ordinarily for my ſelf; I had no knowledge ot 
your Comming (as I ought to have) to provide your better chear, and which is 
worſe, my Wife is ſick in Bed, and there is not any one within to attend the 
Kitchin, and to put their helping hand to the Work. Make not ſo much haſt 
(ſaid Francion) we will loſe nothing for want of attendance, I will give you 
all the leiſure that can be defired to make ready what you pleaſe, and if you 
have any Viands that are more delicate than other, | pray ſerve them in, for 
on ſuch only I am accuſtomed to feed. I obſerved your ſtore of Fowl as I 
aſſed by them, I have not ſeen any place in France that is better provided 
if I did not know that you were extraordinarily furniſhed with all things, 1 
would not be ſo importunate with you to content my appetite ; And now I do 
better remember it, A man of this Country whom I met with in the way, told 
me, that there is one in this Town who goes every day a hunting, and ſells what 
he takes to thoſe who will buy it: You may do well, Coſin, to end unto him 
for ſome Veniſon and Partridges. The Covetous old Man was conſtrained to 
do thoſe things to which Franc ion did invite him, promiſing to himſelf, that 
he ſhould be only for that evening at that exceſſive charge, and that his Gueſt 
on the next Morning would purſue his intended Journy. But he was amazed 
to ſee himlelf ſo over=:un beyond his account; Francion obſerving it, laid un- 
to him, My dear Coſin, Do not ſo much corment your Spirit, as it appears to 
me you do; It may be that I cannot this Night be entertained according to 
your defire; All the dayes that I ſtay with you, we will make every day bet- 
ter chear than other. You ſhall have more opportunity to provide your ſelf 
with all the delicates that can be had. I love your converſation fo well, that 
it will be a great grief unto me to depart from your houſe. How! (ſaid Baiſ- 
ſex to himſclf } Muſt I be ſo long enforced to keep this Man here, with all his 
train? Ah, Here is Thrift and Providence indeed! Doth he hope that I ſhall 
yet make him better chear ? How is it poſſible? Hath he a deſire to undo me? 
One of his Servants who hath imployed himſelf in my Kitchin, hath demanded 
ſo much Spice, and Butter, and other Ingredients to ſeaſon the Viands, that 
in one Supper all my proviſions are made uſe of. 

In this apprehenſion he ſpake unto Frencion, and adviſed him, that on the 
next Morning as ſoon as poſſibly he could he would proceed in his Journy ; 
becauſe the Time was not to be be loſt, ſince the weather was fair, and well- 
diſpoſed ; and if he ſhould ſtay another week, there would fall out many In- 
conveniences, by reaſon of the great rains to come, for, he ſaid, he followed 
the Predictions inthe Almanack of the Curate of Milmonts, who lyed nor. 
My dear Coſin, ſaid Francion, If the next week there be ſuch bad weather, I 
will not depart, but will ſtay till the next week following, But Coſin, replyed 
Buiſſon, There will be allo after that week fifteen days of moſt tempeſtucus 
weather. Well then, ſaid Fraxcion, I muſt have patience till the whole month 
be over; But one word more, dear Coſin, When go away you muſt lend 
me four Horſes, as well to draw a little Waggon, which to morrow I will 
cauſe to be made here, to put my Carriages in it, which is too heavy far my 
Sumpter-horſe, as alſo to eaſe my Lackeys, who are already almoſt weary with 
travelling on foot. You ſhall alſo do me the favour to lend me three or four 
hundred Liuvres, of which | have great need; for when 1 ſet forth from my 
own Houſe, I did not think to have travelled fo far, and therefore took not ſo 
much money with me as was convenient. 

Theſe words did ſo prick the heart of Bu ſſon, as if they had been the points 
of ſo many Swords. As often as Francion did propound any thing unto him, 
he would turn himſelf towards one of the moſt faithfull of all his Grooms, and 
would ſay unto him, Guerin, Guerin, Surely this Man is a Familiar. Supper 
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being ended, be conducted Frau to his Chamber, and provided good Beds 
Seal his Servams; afterwards he did go to viſtt his Wife; whom he would 
— — iid the had been a loug time aſleep. 
Finqing her awakeyhe declared to her the ne Kinred he had found, and how 
dead it had coſt him. Ahl (ay hoes) laid he. purſuing his Diſcourſe, I know 
what a Devfl this Marquewis ; but if he he a Man, be is the: boldeſt that 
ever I ſaw ; Why be is more familiar w ith me, than if he were my own Bro- 
ther, and through all bis life had made it all bhuſine ſſe to frequent my Com 
ny. He tellꝭ mel of his appetites, and commands they ſhould be ſatisfied. 
He reformeth all wic hin my houſe that is not pleaſing to him. He conſtrai- 
neth me to make ſuper fluous exgences, and damineers over all my Servants, 28 
if I had given him Authority ſo to doe · If he ſtays here any long time, I am 
afraid he will become Maſter of all, and at the laſt will drive us out of 
doors. What profit (replyed bis Wife) will /ach acquaintance bring you? 
W herefore did you ſuffer him to come into your houſe? 1 do believe that be is 
ſorae; notorious High-way-maa g without all doubt he is come to rob us. If 
you faw but his Countenance ang bis Carriage, ſaid the Covetous Man, you 
would not be of this opinion; be hath Gentlemen following him, and Lackey; 
apparelled after the faſhion of the Cout. His Retinue is not made upin baſt, 
as are the train of thoſe Perſonages who all on the ſudden would be taken for 
Lords, to put ſome bad enterprile in execution. Howſoever, I am reſolved to 
lodge him no longer than this 2 were he more near unto me than my Co- 
fin German, I ſhall not be much the b tter, though all the World ſhould 
know that he bath lodged here a long time, an that he ia, indeed, my kinſ- 
man; but onthe contrary, the greateſt part of my proviſion would be ſpent, 
and my Goods diſperſed: Aore of Profit, and irſſe of Honour, was the Mot · 
to of my Father. To be of the bloud of a Marqueſſe is not at his. diſcretion; 
although I ſhould make him never fo goad chear, I ſhall be no more his Coſin 
than I am now, and I ſhall beas much, if I uſe him never ſo coarſely. To ſpeak 
the truth, I dare not thruſt him out of doors by the head and ſhoulders, but I 
will uſe ſome gentle means or other to cauſe him to depart,without giving bim 
y open diſcentent. I will pretend to morrow that I have a great proceſſe, 
which | muſt go to the City to ſollicit; you ſhall make your ſelf to be more 
fick than you are, and when they ſhall demand of you for that which ſhall 
be neceſſary to entertain him, you ſhall counterfe it your ſelf to be in ſome ra- 
ving fit, and without Senſe ; ſo that when be finds me gone for many days, 
and my return to be very uncertain, and that be can enjoy neither yours, nor 
my Company, he will undoubtedly be inforced to dep: rc ; But I will forbid 
my to permit bim to take my Horſes along with him, as he faith he bath 
© defire todo. Madamoiſelle B»iſex did approve the reafons, and reſoluti- 
ons of ber Husband, who leaving her in her Chamber, did retire himſelf to 
F lie m another. . | is 
Ia the mean time ber Daughter, who a long time had been courted by a 
bandiom young Gentleman, did advertiſe him by a Letter, that a fair oppor- 
tunity did it ſelf to accompliſn their deſires, becauſe her Mother was 
fick; _ that — —— — — * ſo —— ly, HL — 
regard that a great Lor there that Night, w put all things in 
diſorder. The Lover was y come, — ſo favourably, that a Servant 
belonging tothe Caſtle meeting him, took him to be one of the followers of 
Frais, becauſe he was ſo faſhionable. His fair Sweet-heart was with! him 
in a Chamber, between that of i he pretended. Marquiſſes, and the Chamber of 


as ſoon as poſſibly they could; They made the Bed to ſhake in ſuch tar 
that her Father in the next room did eaſily perctive it, and all the how . 
terwards he did not put bis eye-lids together, ſo much ot unquietneſſe did 
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perplex his Spirit, Ne could not bot think of that which. bis Wiße had 
ſaid unto him , and ſometimes he fo ſuffered himſelf to be carried away by 
diſtruſt, that he took Francia to be ſome grand pillager, who had 1 
ſed to rob him of whatſoever he had in his houſe; in this violence ' of ſuſpi 
he faid unto himſelf, As ſoon as diy appears, I will not. fail to ſend to the 
Provoſt Marſhal , and all the Marſhals men, to apprehend this C ion. 
He ſhall be taken in a ſnare. But, good God, doe! thinł to be more cunning 
than himſelf, ho is the Maſter of all inventions? He perad venture hath done 
his work already, and is fled away; Ab miſerable man that I am, to be ſo 
deſperatly ruined, that I know not which way in the world to redreſſe my ſelf. 
As he was in theſe perplexities, his Daughter and her Swoet · heart coming to 
re imbrace each other, did ſhake the bed again with ſo much violence, that 
he beard ic plainly, He knew not that it was his own Daughter who laythere, 
for he gave expreſſe Order that the Groom of Fr axc50ns Chamber who ſerved 
him as a Gentleman , ſhould be lodged in it; And becauſe there was a Coffer 
in that room in which were bis richeſt habiliments, he conceived that the 
noile which he heard did proceed from his gueſts, who were breaking open 
the Coffer to empty it. He liſtned again attentively, and hearing no-ndiſe at 
all ; 1 know not what new revolution of thoughts did ſurpriſe his Fancy, and 
he began to accuſe himſelf of too much ſuſpition, and to believe that he had 
heard nothing at all, but in ĩma gination only; and ſaid within himſelf, that he 
was a vain man to take a perſon ſo qualified for a thief 3 Nevertheleſſe he 
could. not take the leaſt reſt, and going ſoftly out of his chamber, he did ſee 
if all his Gates tre faſt locked, and if every one were aſleep in their lodgings. 
Being come down into the Court, he was invaded by a thouſand fears; It ſee- 
med to him, that he ſaw men coming down the window on a Ladder, and 
ever and anon he Would look behind him, to ſee if any one was there ready 
with a prepared knife to cut his throat. Perceiving at the laſt the error of his 
judgement and that it was overcome by vain Iiluſi ons, he returned to his 
Chamber, wherehe was no ſoonerentred , but he heard the ſame noiſe as bo- 
fore. He knew then that he was not dectived, but did dra more near unto 
the wall, and moſt attentively liſtned to that which they were doing in the o- 
ther Chamber. Fhbe young Lover who was not able to conceal his own joys, 
did ſay at that inſtant unto his Sweet- heart, I ſee now that there is not any 
thing which per ſe verance is not able to bring to effect. I have fonnd the arti- 
fice to open that hich was moſt cloſe locked, all muſt give way un- 
to it. 8 ‚ 

Now, as Men filled with preſumption, when they hear any doubtſull words 
reported, they turn them all urto their own glory; and as thoſe who believe 
they are hated by every one, do tarn all to their own prejudice: ſo the fancies 
of all men doe accommodate themſelves to their own paſſions, dinari 
doe cauſe thoſe things to appear unto them, which they doe either fear, or 
hope. This moſt particularly doth appear by covetous periom, who nevet ſee 
two men ſpeaking together, but they believe they diſcourſe of the mean#how 
to pillage them of their goods. This old B»ifo»,the grand Horeſicech of the 
world, was of the ſame humour, and hearing theſe words fromthe Lover of his 
Daughter, he did give an interpretation to them according to his own ſuſpi- 
tion; He immediatly believed that ſome one endeavoured to apts his ; 
and the ſtrong fi ion did grow upon bis Soul, when che young Gentleman 
did thus purſue his diſcourſe , I hereafter ſhall have no more cauie co aſf ict my 
ſelf, for I am poſſeſſor of the choiceſt treaſure that is here hut we doe not 
conſider that the Day by degrees is coming on, 1 am afraid j ſhall be diſcove- 
ged: if I goe not immediatly away, but as I goe out of the windows, can 1 
cleave like Ivy to the Wall ꝰ I know not, but ] will-make wrryal what I can do. 


Upon my credit thou ſpeakeſt the truth, ſaid old Jun, Thou art pan 
indee 
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8 of the chaiceſt — — tis thou haſt taken — _ I 
locked uꝑ ia my Coffer, but not carry ic away as t inkeſt, 
| hall ne pallge {1m 4 9 21 
Aſaming then unto. himſelf a generonsrefolution, he took his Sward, and 
came to the door of the Chamber iche thoughi to have broke open with 
bia Feet. Franicien, who that ni ſoundly, and heard not che ſhaking 
al the bed at all did awałe at this new naiſe, and did ariſe to ſee what the 
boſineſſe was, and knowing eld Baiſſan by his Tongue , he demaanded of him 
ſor what cauſo he did grom into ſo great a choler; What canſe, faid he, Have 
I not good teaſon? There is in the next room one ofyaur Servants who hath 
broken apen dne of my Coffers. Francios teplyed, Ivunnot be lieve it, 1 en- 
tertain no Servants but ſuch as [ conceive to be very faithfull. Neverthe leſſe 
let me fee if that be true which you repretent, if it hall appear ſo unto me, I 
will afflict upon him che ſevereſt puniſtiment my ſelf. 8 59 
As be was ſpeaking theſe words, es called one of his Grooms, who 
brought him a Candle, and his Daugbiet having in the mean time cauſed: her 
Lover to hide himſelf under her Bed, did put on her hetticbat, and came to open 
the door, rubbing her eyes, as if ſhe were but newly awake. Her Father wa; 
much amazed to ſee her, and demanded of her, if ſne heard no noiſe in the 
Chamber? She made anſwer, No farſoorh, nevercheleffehe ſearched up and 
down , and came at laſt to look under the Bed, where he perceived her Com- 
panion, hom be knew to be one of his Neighbours. He thought that ſome 
one had been there to ſteal rather the treaſure of his Coffer, than the treaſure 
of his Daughters Honour, conceiving, that neceſlicy, and not love had brought 
bim thither; The young Gentleman ſaid unto him, Sir, I beſeech you to par- 
don the fault which Love hath cauſed me to commit; you know [ am not de- 
of ſo baſe a Family that it will be any diſhonour to you to have me to 
e your Son- i Law; Madamoiſelle your Daughter doth not diſdain ne make 
me then ſo happy that I may have your conſent as well as hero. Monſicur 3 
iſbn would not attend till he had — ag bor abt dus a 
choler, that if Fra»cion had not held him by the Arm, be had run bis Sword 
through his body. Sirrah, ſaid he, are yon ſo i | ked, as to come 
to iliſnonour my houſe, I proteſt unto yon I will make you to repemt it; And 
turding unto Franc ion he ſaid unto him, I pray, Sir, unhand me, and grant me 
a little liberty, If you will expreſſe unto me any teſtimony of your love, per- 
mit that I cake yengeance on this wreech,, who-ooghe todye by no other hand 
than by my on. I ought al ſo in the like manner to pur to death that ungrati- 
on ing of mine, whom 7 own — — Dear Co- 
id' Frais, as as am here; 'you ſhall not dbe them any hurt, I 
my ſelf will bethe — lo juſt a — theirs ; Al having een 
fword ftom the hand of Haien. who was not io himſelf, he did de- 
monſtrate to him, that there was no tedreſſe for d been done; but on- 
ly to authoriaa it and if he ſhould doe otherwiſe, there would be texton e- 
— that the — which he ſo much feared ſhould ——— wh 
ie. Da Buiſſox, in ſome manner approving of his tea ſon, di | 0 
firſt motions of his choler, and fate down ina chair near unto Fraxriony who 
taking him byche hand (ia the earneſt of friendſhip) did unes Him in 
this manner, My dear Coſen, I love you ſo well, that I will make uſe of all 
occaſions to give you che prooſs thereof. The ꝑt eateſt which at this pteſent 
Iean male apparent to yon, is, not to flatter you in any thing , althehigh for 
the moſt part, men are accuſtomed ſo to ſollowing che corrupeiou of the 
you have, not to 
or to increaſe your choler, but for e time 
ou agreeable to choſe mea of worch whom you de dif- 
iſſemble with you, yore too mileradle , eee : 
r 2 ot 
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doch tender himſelf odĩons to all the world, becauſe be doch hide and lock up 
thoſe goods, which every ane ſtands: need of, and which one doth de- 
fire. He makes qo other uſe of them, bar only to put them to uſe. It in impof- 
ſible to gain ary thing by him, for hedoth buy as lictle' as poſtiblySe can, 
and never imployeth any workmen, but when he is in ſuch a condition, az meec 
Neceſli:y doth inforce him to it. He gives no recompence to thoſe who: have 
fair'rhully fetved him. His Friends are neves well-come to his bouſe , he gives 
chef fuch pittifull entertainment, char he ſhema them che deſire which he 
hathico-ſte them no more. You are the Maſter of all theſe vices L will not 
concealirfrom you, Coanſider, and examine your Bwe heard, with as great 
a ſeverity as that man aught to doe, who is to judge himſelf: Von doe know © 
that I dor not unj uſtly accuſe you. Repteſent now uu your · elf. if you are not 
miferably deprived of the greateſt comfort of your life, which ought to be 
the ſociety,of your friends. Doe you not extremely injure your ſelf? for you 
are oftentimes even ready to periſh with hunger amongſt all yaur riches, and 
are ſo atraid to lay forth your money, that vnn da not buy that which is 
moſt neceſſary for liſe. Nay which is worſe thanthat,, you conſtrain thoſe to 
diſobey you, who doe owe you allreſpeR 5 and whoſe wills ate bound to de- 
pend on yours. I date maintain hat L ſpeak, that you inforce even your own 
Children to tread in diſnonourable paths; You bave a Son of age to know 
and lee ihe world, and you will not allow him what according to his conditi - 
on he-quight to enjoy. You have a Daughter as capable to give lote as to re- 
ceive it, and yet you never think of marrying her, inſomuch that The hath 
been inforced to look abroad to provide for her ich, D Bui here inter- 
rupted him, and ſaid, I know not who told you that, for it is certain I have 
bad always a deſire to marry her to the Son of a rich Merchant whom I know. 
Doe yon not ſee, ſaid Fraxciov, your miſtake herein? you look after nothing 
but wealth, and never enquire if he to whom ydu Mill give . 
to het ur not; but let us talk no more of that, ſhe hath found her ſelf a Mate 
already. Idoe now conjure you, that you will altogether abandon your ſordid 
bumour, and I aſſure yon lam come hither for that only purpoſe. I made you 


believe that I would ſtaꝝ here a long time, and put you to great e , bue 
my intention is, - was, to Jepark this Morning, and all bh I — ſpoken 
doth tend only to prove if your avarice be as great as it hath been preſented to 


me, Ns: n 

Aſter this, Frcucope did yet more lively demonſtrate to him the ſoulneſſe of 
dis Vice, inſomuch that the old Signior did begin to abhor it, and did reſolve 
with himſelf to abendan it, and embrace the contrary Vertue; from whence 
he hoped, that all che 1 in the world would redound unto him, but 
aboye all, that be ſhould ſee himſelf honoured and cheriſhed by divers Per- 
ſonages, whom he intended to oblige unto him by bis He promiſed 
thertore that for the time to come he would be truly noble, and that he would 
marty bis Daughter to him whom ſhe had choſen for her Sepzant: ſo that not 
long afterwards the day appearing, Francis departed from his houſe in 
friendſhip, to repair unto the be ſo much de ſired to be pre ſent. He 
did ebe beſt be could to make his Journey profitable for many things at one 
and the fame time; and as we have ſeen through all the Courſe of bis Hiſto- 
ry, he till this inſtant ceſembled thoſe Knights errant of whom we have ſo 
many Hiſtories, who travelled trom Province-to-Province-to repair diſorders, 
to doe Juſtice to all the world, and to correct Enormities. le , that his 
Adventures are not attended with ſo much Bloud; they are the 
more honourable. Neverthelefle his life hath ſomething of mixture in it, and 
thoſe ho are preciſe, will find that it was ggt-alwayes exemplar to with - 
draw other men from Vice, but whoſoever can live better, let him; Our Hi- 
ſtory; ſhall rather encourage, thag hinder ſuch a'perſon. We ought to bug 
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both Good, and Evill, to chuſe the one, and to avoid the other; Neverthe · 
leſſe we ſhall give you an account of thoſe things here, which the 
niceſt Spirits will not condemn, and will judge them only to be but indif- 
ferent trifles. 

It was about Noon, when paſſing by a ſpacious Foreſt, he had a defire to 
repoſe himſelf in the ſhade, near unto a Fountain which was in the middle of 
the Plain. He ſent away all his People into the neighbouring Village to take 
order for his Dinner,and reſerved only one with him, who was the Gentleman 
of his Chamber, in the mean time he did lie down upon the graſſe, and con- 
templated on the Picture of Nays. Some will ſay, that following the Imagi- 
nations of Poets he made this Complaint, which indeed is not much unlike to 
their ayr in che Romances. Ah deareſt Picture! How many Miracles doſt 
thou contain? And in how little a room? How can it be that the mixture of 
ſo few colours can have ſuch wonderfull attractions ? Alas ! thou art nothi 
elſe but a Reſemblance, and yet thou cauſeſt in me a real paſſion? I take de- 
light indeed to touch thee, and to kiſſe thee, and I muſt confeſſe I touch no- 
thing but Wood, and yet the ſight of thee doth cauſe in me unparalleld tran- 
ſportations. What would become of me, if I might be one day ſo happy as to 
have her in my Arms, whoſe beauties thou repretenteſt, the exceſſe of Love 
and Joy would be ſo great, that I ſhould loſe at leaſt my life, ſince that but 
looking on thee I have already loſt my liberty? But fair Nays, I would I were 
now dying, ſo that I were but near unto your perſon. There was a 
Gentleman of chat Country in the ſame Foreſt who underſtood his complaints, 
deing hid behind a tree near unto him, and being defirous to know who he 
was, did approach unto him from his place of concealment, and demanded of 
bim, Whoſe Picture he had in his hands, to which he made ſuch ſad com - 
plaints ? Sir (replyed Frexcion) I am ſorry that you bave heard what I have 
laid; for if you have never proved the force of Love, You will conceive it to 
be the moſt egregious folly in the World. The other making anſwer, that 
he was too well acquainted with the violence which that paſſion doth exerciſe 
upon humane Spirits, deſired to ſee the picture of Nays, and knew ſo well to 
dive into the heart of Fraxciey, that he got the truth out of it, and under- 
ſtood the whole deſign of his journey to lee Nays, and ſaid unto him, Be of a 

lad heart, ſhe is already arrived at the place to which you are addreſſing 
your ſelf. I doe proteſt unto — „I have ſeen her, and doe believe her to be 
the moſt beautifull Lady in the world; Francion enquired furthet of the Gen- 
tleman what train ſhe had; he made anſwer, ſhe hath ſuch a train, as a perſon 
of her quality ought to have, ſhe hath moreover in her company a young Sig- 
nior called Valerius, who in my opinion is as much devoted to her ſervice as 
your ſelf. They pretend both to be ſick , and to take for the preſent thoſe wa- 
ters for their recovery, but I doe believe they doe not drink f waters which 
are brought unto them, but doe privatly throw them away, for that is not 
the water which is expedient for them; you ſay true, ſaid Francion, For Nays 
needs no other water, than to drink of the River of the Paradiſe of Love, 
which I will give unto her, if ſhe pleaſerh ; and as for Valerius, he muſt needs 
take full draughts of the water of the River of Forgetfulneſſe, to cauſe him to 
loſe the remembrance of that incomparable beauty, which doth not ſhine for 
the improvement of his fortunes, but will procure his death, if always he will 
adventure to approach it , as he hath done heretofore. 

Having had ſome other diſcourſes on this Subject, Francion did thank the 
Gentleman for the intelligence he had given him, and departed to the Inn 
where Dinner ſtayed for him, and after that, he gave himſelf no reſt until he 
came to the Village where the fountain was, to which ſo many ſick men did 
addreſſe themſelves.When he came thither in the cloſing of the evening. he un- 
derſtood that Nays was there with Valerius, accordingly as he was i _—_ 
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page, as ſhe did ſtand at the window to take the freſh air. He there beheld 
the beauty which ſeemed to him more wondertull than that of her picture, for 
he obſerved there many excellent lineaments, which the Painter had for. 
gotten. Nays perceiving him, was as ſollicitous to enquirewho he was, for 
ſhe had never ſeen any Signior, who in ſuch a journey had people to attend 
him ſo richly habited. Thoſe that ſtood near unto her, being ignorant of him, 
ſhe was conſtrained to ſend one of her menial Servants to inform her ſelf who 
he was, and what was his name. He addreſſed himſelf to one of his Lackeys, 
who (as all che reſt of them) was commanded to ſay that his name was F/o- 
ri inder; for Francion, contrary to his firſt intention, was determined through 
all hazards to follow the Counſel of Dorini, by that pretence firſt of all to 
make tryal of his fortune. At the name of F/or:ander the heart of Nays did 
leap for joy, conceiving that he, for whom ſhe ferched ſo many ſighs, was ar- 
rived in that Country, according to her deſires. 

She could not, as he paſſed by, obſerve Francion ſo preciſely, to know whe- 
ther or not he was like to that picture of Flariander which ſhe had. She now 
did burn with a deſire to ſee him, and knew not what to doe to make her ſelf 
ſo happy- The worſt of all was, as ſhe thought, that Dorcini was not with her, 
It did much afflict her, that ſhe had not any whom ſhe thought capable to be 
imployed in this great affair, and ſhe knew not how to manage it her ſelf, be- 
cauſe ſhe was a ſtranger; and did not well underſtand the cuſtoms of France. 
Neverthe leſſe, at the laſt ſhe reſolved to accompliſh her deſires, and her Lover 
having (o far prevailed, according to the ordinary cuſtom, to give her a viſit, 
ſhe did lead Valerius ina ring, and did believe, that although he had taken 
the pains to wait upon her, yet ſhe might uſe the liberty allowed to women, 
and freely give that place to another, which he hoped to enjoy in her af- 
fections. 

As ſhe was in theſe apprehenſions, a Poſt brought her a Letter, which ſhe 
unſealed , and found that it came from Dorini; Madam, ſaid the Poſt, Before 
ſhe had the leiſure to peruſe it, wonder not that a Letter is ſent unto you here 
from Italy, which came from France, for I was informed, that there was 
ſomething in it which did much concern you, and that I muſt make no delay, 
but bring it to you with all the ſpeed that poſſibly I could, fearing you were 
not advertiſed that you are more near to Dor ini here, than in your own Coun- 
try; When he had ſpoken thoſe words, ſhe did let her eye fall on the Let- 
ter, where ſhe did read, that her dear Lover was dead. It undoubtedly muſt 
needs be, that the faculties of her Soul were of an admirable temper, that at 
the ſuddeneſſe of this unexpected and moſt melancholy news, ſhe did not 
ſeem to change her complexion, or to ſwoun away. 

That which at that inſtant much conduced to make her paſſe away her af- 
fliction, was, that a ſecond Meſſenger belonging to Francion did reprelent unto 
her, that Floriander having notice that ſhe was in that Village, deſired to have 
the bappineſſe to behold her, and deſired to underſtand at what hour he 
ſhould not be coo unmannerly importunate to wait upon her. Her anſwer was, 
that at what hour ſoever he would pleaſe to come, his preſence would bring 
an abſolute contentment to her. This being made known to Fraxcion, he 
made his addreſſe unto her, as her Soul was riddling in theſe ſtrange uncer- 
tainties, ſeeing on the one fide ſhe underſtood that Floriander was dead, and 
on the other that he was coming to wait upon her. Her Recourſe was to her 
picture, which ſhe ſo well contemplated, that ſhe perceived that Francion 
was not the ſame Floriander, who cauſed her ſo much to langniſh in the feavers 
of love. Nevertheleſſe ſhe received him according to his quality, and with 
a countenance leſſe ſorrowfull , than it ought to be for the occaſion which ſhe 
had to afflict her ſelf, The firſt words of complement being ceaſed , ſhe ſaid 
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unto him, Sir, You can give me certain Intelligence concerning what I am a- 
bout to ſpeak ; There is in Frexce another Floriander beſides your ſelf , Tell 
me, I pray, if he be dead, as I am advertiſed be is > Fraxcion perceiving then 

that it was unproficable tor him to perſonate any other but himſe lf, did miorm 

her, that without all doubt Florsander was dead; but he did not know. the 

reaſon, he ſaid, wherefore ſhe ſhould think that his own Name was Florian- 

der. Nays made anſwer, That his own Servant did give him that Name; at 

which Fræmeios being nothing amazed, did ſay unto her, Truly I underſtand 

now the occaſion ot it, It is becauſe be was a Servant to Flori ander, and be hath 

not been long with me; ſo that by cuſtom the Name ot his firſt Matter doth 

come more often into his mouth, than doth my own. 

After this Nays demanded of him, if he had any Indiſpoſition in his Body, 
which did inforce him to come and drink the waters of that place? He being 
not able to conceal his Martyrdom before her who only could redreſſe it, did 
ſpeak in theſe words, Madam, You doe me wrong to believe that any other 
Subject, but che Deſire only to ſee you, did poſſeſſe me with the Reſoluti- 
on go come hither; Take not from my affeQion the moſt ſenſible part thereo?, 
and believe that I have no other Grief, but that only which your perfections 
have cauſed in me. But alas, it is a diſeaſe that hath no parallel in the rigour 
of it, and which would indeed be inſupportable without che hope that doth 
attend it · Fair Goddefle ! what miracles have you produced > There axe 
ſome who ſee the Sun that are not warmed with the Beams thereof. Thoſe 
who behold nothing but the form of it in a picture, doe feel no heat at all; but 
I have been inflamed even to exceſſe, in beholding but your picture only. 
What happy Deſtiny is it which hindereth, that in beholding you now face to 
face, I am not altogether reduced into aſhes | Was Heaven not ſo favourable 
unto me, to preſerve me in my firſt Eſtate, to make me ſuffer eternally. Be 
ic ſo, or be it not, you, inthe ſpite of the Ordinances of Fate; can reſtore me 
unto my health, and extinguiſh the moſt violent flames which 1 doe ſuffer, To 
this purpoſe I come hither , not to drink the waters of the Fountain, which 
give a remedy to many incommodities of the Body, but to indeayourto have 
other waters far more precious, which exerciſe their functions upon Souls. It 
is your good will and your favours which are 1 to aſſwage my paſſions, 
if their ſtreams doe pleaſe to run down upon Lou ſhall pardon me, 
ſaid Nays, if I tell you (whatſoever to the contrary you pleaſe to allege) that 
I believe you come not hither for any other thing than to make apparent the 
wonders of your Merit, which as in all other things, ſo it is viſible in 
this, that at every word you doe ſhow the flouriſh and acuteneſſe of 
your eloquence, 

This entertainment of their Diſcourſe had continued longer, if Valeria, who 
lodged in another houſe, was not come at the ſame inſtant to wait upon bis 
Miſtreſſe. Francion then did take his leave of her, having not the opportuni - 
ty freely to court her. Valeri, who was ignorant that her Journy to theſe 
Waters was to procure her a Servant, did purſue thoſe ſubmiſſions. which he 
was accuſtomed to render to her; But h he was dead who held her 
heart in ſubjection, ſhe would not throw away her affection upon Veri 
the Inclination which ſhe had to the French was not loſt. She found [attra- 
Rions in Francion, which were no leſſe able to overcome her than werechaſe 
of the Picture of Fleriander, and of the Story, of his Vertues · She ſaid, with 

in her ſelf, What a Fool was I until ibis preſent to fall in love with « - Paure? 
peradventure I might have found that he whom I adored; wis hout leting him 
in effect, had leſſe perfections by farr than were imputed to him. Bat now 
on this choice I cannot be deceived, l ſee moſt clearly before my eys an object 
worthy of admiration. A Signior of Eminence, of a brave port, aud a gallant 
Spirit, and, which is more, caamour'd and hot on me, being fill d, bon pony 
ceive, wich an exceſſive affection, ſo "_ I ſhall not gain him with = 
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difficulty and trouble, as I might have done Fleriander. 
Whilſt Nays entertained her ſelf wit h theſe thoughts, Francion was poſſeſ- 
ſed with the like, which tended to love her eternally , as the moſt excellent 
Lady that ever he beheid. The next day he took an occaſion to walk with 
her, and did lead her under her arm into a pleaſant and ſpacious garden, and 
Valerius in the ſame poſture, and into the ſame place, did lead a French Lady, 
who was there at that preſent. | 

Francion reſolved to aſſiſt himſelf with the knowledge he had of Dorini, 

and acquainted Nays with the gift which Dorins had preſented him after the 
Death of Floriander, which was her own Picture, thinking there was no man 
to whom more juſtly he could give it, than to himſelf, who was one of the en; 
tireſt Lovers in the world; afterwards with words well ordered, according to 
the politeneſſe of the Court, be demanded of her, If ſhe would not at the laſt, 
of her own accord, condeſcend to grant him a more precious preſent, which 
was, the aſſurance of her affection? Sir, ſaid Nays, very ſpiritfully unto bim, 

I plainly perceive that you are of fo unbounded a Spirit, that it is a hard task to 
content you. Wherefore did you not content your ſelt with my Picture which 
was given you? I believe it was becauſe you would poſſeſſe the Original; 
Be not ſo covetous, if you deſire to live in quiet. I am not ſo bold as yer, ſaid 
Franc ion, as to demand to poſſeſſe you, my Deſire only is, that you will vouch- 
ſafe to acknowledge that you do poſſeſſe me; and following his Diſcourſe, he 
did take the Picture out of his pocket, and did ſhew it her. It is the ſame, 
ſaid (be, which I gave unto Dors-3, but only that it looks a little more dark 
and diſcoloured. Think not ſtrange thereat, ſaid Francion, It is the tears on- 
ly which I have powred upon it in the ſtrength of my paſſion, which bath ta- 
ken away the life and beauty of its complexion. Your tears ! ſaid Vay:, I durſt 
lay a wager then that you did kiſſe it both night and day. Fraxciex made an- 
ſwer, It is true. For my part, ſaid Nays, I am not contented at it. Wherefore 
ſo, (ſaid Francion, and ſmiled) Are you more pleaſed that ] ſhould kiſſe your 
ſelf > She repyed, I would not that you ſhould kiſſe either the one or the o- 
ther; For firſt of all, if you ſhould be ſeen to kiſſe me, it would be divulged, 
that in ſecret I did permit you ſomething elſe ; If in my abſence you ſhould 
be ſeen to kiſſe my Picture, it would be divalged, that when you are with me, 
you doe kiſſe me; and from thence there would proceed a more dangerous 
conjecture. But if I kiſſe your Picture, far from any Witneſſes, ſaid Franci- 
en, no Inconvenience will arive thereby. I think not, ſaid Nays. And if I 
ſhould kiſſe your ſelf, not any being —.— ſaid Francion, we muſt alſo ne- 
ceſſarily conclude, that there can be but little danger in it. I will proceed no 
further, ſaid Nays, on this ſubject, let us talk ot things more important; 
However I will leave it to you to judge, it ſuch kiſſes (though they be never ſo 
ſecret ) do not carry ſome Inconvenience with them : but 1 will abandon this 

Diſcourſe, your Arguments are too ſubtle for me. 

As they had finiſhed this, and began ſome other Diſconrſe , they beheld a 
goodly Troop of Men on Horſeback, in the head whereof Ways diſcovered 
one of them to be Ergaſtus, a Venetian Signior, who bad made love unto her. 
He had heard of her departure out of Italy, and fearing that his Rival Valerius 
would carry her in his abſence, and marry her in a ſtrange Country, he ad- 
vanced with all the ſpeed he could to take the beautifull prey trom him, Nays 
did give him better entertainment, than che hatred which in her Soul ſhe did 
bear unto him did ſeem to it. Her diſpoſition was ſo courteous, and ſhe 
was ſo diſcreet in all her actions, that ſhe made a Conſcience to diſreſpect him, 
who only to wait on her had travelled ſo long a Tourney. * — 

There were ſo few commodious houſes of entertainment in that Town, that 
Nays, Francion, and Valerius, with their Train, did take up all the Lodgings. 
Ergafi therefore could not find ſuch rooms as were neceſſary for him, and 
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was inforced to withdraw to the next Town, which was a league from thence. 
The two Lovers who were always with Nays, were glad to ſee their Rival ſo 
farre removed, who in his Sute was the moſt importunate, and the proudeſt 
and moſt ſupercilious of them all, becauſe he had riches and poſſeſſions equal 
to thoſe of his Miſtreſſe, and did believe that for that reſpect ſhe was obliged 
to chuſe him for her Husband. 

Franc ios (to paſſe away the melancholy which poſſeſſed him, conceivin 
there were not a few obſtacles in the progreſſe of his Love) did one day walk 
towards the Fountain where they did drink their medicinal waters. He ob- 
ſerved divers who for a time had a iree relaxation of Spirit, without the leaſt 
trouble in the world. One one fide he perceived ſome Men who drank off 
deep great glaſſes from one quarter of an hour to another. On the other, be 
beheld others who did nothing elſe but make water. Thete were Ladies alſo 
who ever and anon, after ſome ſhort reſpite of time, were conſtrained to emp- 
ty their bladders: Amongſt them all, there were very few who had any great 
or viſible malady upon chem, the greateſt part came only either for curioſity 
or for delicacy.There were alſo ſome Women who came thither on purpoſe to 
find the opportunity to make their Husbands Cuckolds. Nevertheleſſe Frau- 
cion ſaid, We are too blame to take up the rooms of ſo many afflicted perſons, 
who know not where to lodge, becauſe that we have poſſeſſed our ſelves of 
all the chief houſes of Entertainment. It is good reaſon that we ſhould give 
place unto them: What have we to doe here? It it were but obſerved that 
we make no uſe of the Medicinal water, it would be preſently ſuſpected that 
we have ſome extravagant deſign. If Nays. would be perſwaded by me, 
ſhe would immediately return, ſince ſhe knows there is no Floriandey to 
be expected here; and as ſoon as ſhe were gone we would not fail to follow 


er. . 
Having thus diſcourſed with himſelf, he addreſſed himſelf to Nays, whom 
he found well diſpoſed to remove from that- Country, where ſhe could find 
nothing that might any longer detain her. She demanded of him, what way 
he was reſolved to take? He made anſwer, She might as well enquire of the 
Marigold to what ſide it would turn; for, ſaid he, It is well known that it is 
the Nature of that Flower to turn towards the Sun, and it is not to be doubt - 
ted but that I will follow your fair eyes, the Suns of my Soul, in what part of 
the world ſoever they ſhall give day unto them. If you go into Italy, I wil 
goe with you; If you ſtay any longer in Fraxce, I will ſtay alſo there. 
Nays was very glad to underſtand the determination of that gentle 
Knight, whoſe Company was farr more gratefull to her, than that of Ergæ- 
ſtas or Valerins. 

The next morning ſhe reſolved to ſet forth towards her own Country, and 
theſe three Lovers beipg advertiſed of it, did prepare themſelves to attend 
ber; inſomuch that being ſeen to travel with ſo brave a train, ſhe was taken 
for no leſſe than ſome great Queen. In this journey great was the jealouſie 
berwixt the Italian and the French; for ſhe highly preferr'd Franciox in her 
favours, and made but little account ofthe two others: Oſtentimes ſhe would 
invite him to come into her Caroach, and diſcourſe with her on differenc 
things, where he always perceived the quickneſſe of her apprehenſion, and the 
vivacity of her Spirit, which by the reading of good Books ſhe had redeemed 
from the darkneſſe of Ignorance. It was an incredible contentment to bim, 
that beholding the beauty of his Priſon, he could never repent him of the loſſe 
of his Libetty. In the mean time, his Rivals being vexed at the favour which 
he received, did ride ſometimes before, and ſometimes behind, to teſtify in 
ſome ſort their reciprocal diſdain ; nevertheleſſe in the Towns through which 
they paſſed, they did give her chat obſervance, as to take up their Lodgings as 
cloſe uno hers as poſſibly they could. _— pa ſſionately deſired to give 
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chem ſome Camilade, to puniſh them for their apparent raſhnefle, in lodging 


their affections in the ſame place with himſelf, + Los 

He communicated his Deſign to one of the Grooms of Nays, whoſe love he 
had purchaſed by his liberality, and be intreated him to a ſſiſt him in the Inven- 
tion. This Servant being obliged to him, did promiſe him to perform what - 
ſoever was in the compals of his power; and, according to his directions, he 
did repair to Valerius, and told him, That Nays was overcome with the pains 
he had taken to wait upon her, and deſired nothing more than to delight her 
ſelf in his Company; but ſhe could not entertain him as ſhe would, decaufe 
ſhe had two other Lovers, who were ſo imporcunate with her, and eſpecially 
the Frenchman, whom they ought to ſtand in fear of, becauſe as yet they were 
upon the Lands of bis Country, where he had both Friends and Power: Not- 
wichſtanding ſhe was reſolved to grant him ſome hours of Entertainment, and 
deſired him to come in the dusk of the Evening, in a habit like to that of her 
own Servants. | | 

Having acquainted Valerius with this, he addreſſed himſelf to Ergaſtus, to 
give him the ſame Invitation, ſo that they both apparelled rhemielves acror- 
dingly as they were preſcribed, believing that it was highly neceſſary ro keep 
them from being diſcovered. Valerius came firſt to Nays Honle, and as he 
was knocking at the door, Ex gaſtuu arrived, who taking Valerius for one of 
the Ladies Servants, demanded of him, it his Miſtreſſe were in Bed or not ? 
Valerius anſwered ſomething ſtubbornly, That he could not tell; Er gaſtus 
could not endure his arrogance, and being tranſported into choler, did give 
him ſome injurious language, whereupon they fell to blows with their fte 
In this Commotion one came to the Gate with a Candle, by the light 
whereo} knowing one another, they were two of the moſt amazed Creatures 
in the world, and being confounded with ſhame, they returned by ſeverall 
ways to their own lodgings. 4 

Meeting again on the next — they kad the curioſity to demand of 
one another wherefore they were ſo diſguiſed j-And becauſe they could not 
conceal that they were infinitely amorous of Neys , and did whatſoever lay 
in their power to procure her good will, they accounted one unto the other 
the meſſage they received, and perceived chat there was ſome one who had a 
7 upon them. They did ſend to ſeek out the Groom, who did bring the 
meſſage to them, and conjured him to tell them, for what cauſe he had deli- 
vered to them both the ſame errand? 

Seeing they could draw from him no other anſwers, but what carryed no 
probability of truth with it, they promiſed him a great recompenſe; ſo that 
being tempted partly with that, and partly with the love which he did bear to 
thoſe of his own Country, he declared to them , that he had done nothing, 
but by the Counſell of Franc ion. F 

At theſe tydings they were reſolved to be revenged , and as ſoon as an oc- 
caſion ſhould offer it ſelf , to pay the Frenchman in his own metal. Here- 
upon they did ſhake bands, and became entire friends , to have the better op- 
portunity to hurt their common and dangerous Enemy , and propounded to 
themſelves not to proſecute their loves, until they could be acquitted of his 
Company. 

Nays underſtanding the ill will they did bear unto him whom ſhe loved, 
and fearing that ſome miſchief might enſue, would not look upon him with 
the leaſt favour, and did forbear to ſpeak unto him, but when neceſſity did 
oblige her to it. This much perplexed Fraxcion, who pro ounding to himſelf 
that ſhe diſdained him, ic cauſed him to ſend many Letters of Love unto 
her by her Servants, who at the laſt aſſured him, that their Miſtreſſe did 
charge them to acquaint him that ſhe deſired not that he ſhould ſend any 
more ſuch letters to her. One day, as privately as he could , he accoſted a 
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female ſervant of Nays, who did wiſh him well, and conjured ber by all man- 
ner of Imprecations, to acquaint him with-the cauſe of ber Ladies diſpleaſure. 
She conſented to diicover it unto him, provided that he would promiſe to keep 
it ſecret. He having made all the proteſtations that ſhe could defite , ſhe in- 
formed him, that her Lady ſuſpecting the dangerous enterpriſe of his Rivalls, 
would not make manifeſt the affection which the did bear unto him, until ſhe 
was got forth from thoſe unknown places, and ſaw him in her own' lands, 
where ſhe could interpoſe her authority, whatſoever accident might befall. 
This gratefull news did bring him as great contentment as he poſſibly could 
imagin, and for his conſolation he began to nouriſh in his Soul a great hope 
at the policy of his Miſtreſſe, who would make him to languiſh a little in de- 
ſpair , to render afterwards her favours the more precious. When they were 
come into 174%, Valerius and Ergaſtu thought they ſhould eaſily find the 
means to intrap him, as indeed they well might doe. They did protecute him 
with extraordinary reſpect, and did not ſpeak unto him, but in the moſt civil 
Complements of the world. If his Spirit were not at that time entirely poſ- 
ſeſſed with the agonies of Love, which cauſed him to think on nothing elſe, 
be might well conceive that this extraordinary entertainment of his Rivel,vro- 
ceeded only out of a deſire which they had, to draw him into their ambuſca- 
does. Being therefore become a ſtranger to his accuſtomed prudence, he took 
no care of x Jon „and fondly believed that they did bear unto him no leſſe 
good will in their hearts, than they expreſſed by their words. To recreate 
imſelf, he was ſeen altogether in their company, becauſe be durſt not ſpeak 
unto Nas , and he did goe to ſeek them out himſelf in the places here. they 


lod 
= morning he did meet them juſt before the Gate of the houſe where 
Nays was lodged ; where he bebeld a Gentleman wich great joy to ſalute; Er- 
aſtus, as if he had not ſeen him a long time before, — s he whiſpered 
— words in his ear, to which Ergaſtas only anſwered by the ſhaking of his 
head. Gentlemen, ſaid Ergaſtus, turning himſelf afterwards to Valh and 
Francios, Behold here a fair occaſion which offers it ſelf to content your curi- 
oſities. The Maſter of this Gentleman is Governour bf a ſtrong two 
leagues from this place, he hath heard of my arrival, and hath ſent untd me, to 
invite me wit h my company to his Caſtle, you ſhall goe along with me, if you 
pleaſe, according to his deſire. Valerius made anſwer, that he had never the 
happine ſſe to know that Signior , and therefore he could not believe that he 
deſired his Company, and for his own part, he was not ſo ill adviſed , as to 
be importunate with any man, to be obliged to him for a courteſie. Frencion 
with greater reaſon made ananiwer, much to the ſame ſenſe. But Er gaſt as 
ſeeming diſcontented thereat , did — unto them, Loſe not the opportunity 
you ha ve to behold many excellent things. There are great rarities in this 
place to which you are invited to goe. There are the true Bones of a man 
of a prodigious greatneſſe. There are to be teen all forts of Arms, and 
antient a The moſt exquiſite things in all che world are there in one #- 
bridgement to be ſeen. Goe along with me, Ibeſeech you, for I have na de- 
ſire to goe thither without you. Iam unwilling to loſe the opinion of 
my friend, who may be angry with me for having failed to bring thoſe per- 
ſons to him, whoſe Merit he infinitely doth eſteem. Francien, who was not of 
the jealous humour of that Country, did believe the words of Ergaſtus, and 
that there were many rarities in that place to which he would conduct him, 
and ſeeing that at the laſt / alerius did conſent ro goe along with him, he was 
willing to be their Companion, without conceiving that all this was but a 
plot laid before hand to take away his life. He was on Horſeback as well as 
the reſt, and had his Gentleman to attend him, whom be would have had 
to have followed him, with all his train, but Ergaſt us ſald unto him, that be 
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muſ} not be allowed to take any one with him, ſor they could not be permit» 
ted with any great company to enter into the Caſtle. I take none of my peo- 
ple with me, ſaid Ergaſtas, no more doth Valerius, it is requiſite that we 
doe leave them all behind us at Næy- Court, After dinner we ſhall eaſily over- 
take them; We will have none to goe along with us, but only a Groom of the 
Marchioneſſes, whom I doe eſteem above all the reſt. Having expreſſed theſe 
words, he cauſed the Gentleman of whom he ſpake to come unto him, who 
was the ſame perſon that heretofore was ſo much affectioned to the ſervice 
of Francion. 

In a ſnort time they arrived at the Caſtle, where they were honourably re- 
ceived by him who was the Captain. Francion obſerving that they held one a- 
nother in entertainments, which prolonged the time, was extremely ſorry, for 
he burned with impatience to behold the marvails that were related to him. 
He ſoftly acquainted Valerius with it, who moved the Company concerning 
that Subject. The Captain who had the watch-werd given him, no ſooner 
heard ofit, but immediat ly he took a great bunch of keys, and having led 
them a long way, he cauſed themto enter into a ſtrong Tower, where, he 
faid, che greateſt rarities of that place were locked up. He ſhewed them a great 
round chair very ancient, which had truckles under it to move withall. He 
aſſured them, that on whatſoever hour one ſhould ſic down in it, he ſhould 
hear a certain harmonious noiſe which came, as is thought, from under the 
ground, but the cauſe thereof could never be tound ; It was therefore imputed 
ro ſome Spirits who inhabite the place. Er gaſtus laughed at it, and (aid it 
was a phantaſtical imagination, and that he could give no faith to a thing ſo 
extraordinary ; all that ſtood by were of the ſame opinion with himſelf. Make 
tryal of ir, ſaid the Captain, and you ſhall underſtand the Truth, they then 
begun one after another to ſit down in the chair, and riſing in a wonder they 
affirmed that they heard the ſweeteſt Muſick in the World. Francion who 
ſtayed laſt of all,” and did laugh at the ridiculous affirmation of his Compani- 
ons, did, to comply with them, ſit down himſelf, And the Captain ſtanding 
neer unto him, did in an inſtant turn a little cord, whereupon the ſprings fly- 
ing open that held faſt the chair, it did run down with him that was in it into 
a deep Cave, where he continued for a certain time ſo amazed, that he ſtir- 
red not either hand or foot. Ergaſtus and Valeri ſeeing him ſo well ſur- 
prized, did thank the Captain for the good aſſiſtance he had given them, and 
entreated him to continue it, by putting his priſoner to death, when he 
ſhould ſee convenient, From thence they departed toward Nays, whom 
they found in a little Town at dinner. She enquired of them what was become 
of Francioy, becauſe it was told her that he was not in that place where all his 
people were ladged. Her Groom, of whom we have ſpoken, did approach un- 
to her, and ſaid, Madam, He is privately returned to France, and meeting 
with me accidentally before his departure, he did give me a charge to ac- 
quaint you, thar in whatſoever place he ſhould be , he would always aſſume 
the quality of your ſervant; And Madam, Doe not wonder that he is gone 
without his train, It is becauſe he would not make apparent the deſire which 
he hath to depart from you, 2 that if any longer he ſhould ſtay, it would 
redound to the prejudice of his affairs; And there is a great apparence that it 
is ſo, for he hath commanded me to charge his people to return all of them 
into France, and, without making any noiſe, to overtake him in the way. 
Having told this lie to Nays, he repaired to the Gentle man who waited up- 
on Francion in his Chamber, and cauſed him to depart with all the other Ser- 
vants to overtake their Maſter. , 

Nays had all the afflictions in the world for the ſudden removal of him 
whom ſo intirely ſhe affected. Oh, How often did ſhe repent that ſhe had been 


of late ſo averſe unto him, for ſhe believed that ſhe was the cauſe of his de- 
. pirture. 
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parture, Accurſed inen, ſaid ſhe, ſpeaking of Valerius and Ergaſtns ; If you 
bad not perſecuted me with your importurũties, I had not been conſtrained to 
uſe him fo cruelly, whoſe leaſt action doth merit infinite favours. May you 
be puniſhed with the Evil which you have cauſed me to ſuffer. Never hope 
that | will look upon you with a pleaſing countenance again. I will for the 
time to come be more cruel to you than ever yet I have been, or peradventure 
you doe believe that I can be. And as ſhe ſaid, ſo accordingly ſhe did deport 
her ſelf; but had ſhe known the treaſon of choſe two Signiors, ſhe would un- 
doubtedly have been inforced to have uſed them more cruelly. At the laſt 
ſhe arrived at her own houſe, where more and more ſhe did teſtifie her indig- 
nation, and commanded her unfaithfull Groom to ſeek out Fraxcion in all 
places, and to give him a Letter from her, in which ſhe did demonſtrate for 
what occaſion ſhe did not give him that reſpe& which his Vertues did deſerve, 
and covertly did intreat him to come to that place where heretofore he had a 
great deſire to arrive. This Poſt did depart to put his charge in execution , 
and took his way towards France, in which he knew well enough that he 
ſhould not find Franc ion. — tra vailed not far, he returned, and before 
he ſaw his Miſtreſſe, he paſſed by the Houſe where Ergefus lodged, of whom 
he demanded what expedient he ſhould uſe in that affair > Ergaſtus believing 
that Nays had never ſeen any thing written by Frexci9n's own hand, did cauie 
a Letter to be written as if it came drectiy from him, in which, amongſt other 
© things, be did repreſent unto her, that the pleafures in France had cauſed him 
to forget the delights of /ra/y, and that ſhe muſt never expect to ſee him again, 
ſeeing there was nothing that could call him back into Jg Nays, having 
received that Letter, did call Frencios a thouſand times ungratefull and unci- 
vil to wtite ſuch a Letter to her; But being out of the heat of that paſſion, ſhe 
could not chuſe but love him as well as before, and was angry with Nature, 
becauſe ſhe had not given her beauty — to captivate him who did diſdain 
her. Her tranſportation was ſo violent, that ſhe reſolved with her ſelf to live 
always a Widdow, rather than to marry any other but him only whom ſhe de- 
fired, ſo that boch Ergaſtus and Valerius did unprofitably continue to render 
thoſe ſubmiſſions to her, which might have mollified the heart of any other. 

The people of Fraxcios travailed many miles to ſeek out their Maſter, of 
whom they could receive no intelligence. In the mean time he remained in 
the deep Cave, where he was viſited in the Evening by a Man, who opened 
the Wicket of che Gate, to give him wherewith to eat. He enquired for what 
cauſe he was detained Priſoner, and greatly complained of the Treachery 
that was committed againſt him. 

The Jaylor made anſwer, Y ou are not the firſt whom I have ſeen deceived 
in this manner, for during the late wars , the chair wherein you ſate hath ſer- 
ved to intrap many gallant — , Who by ſeveral ſubtilties have been 
betrayed into this Caſtle, Fraxcion having anſwered, That this advertiſement 
was uncomfortable , he was left there until the next day, when he was viſited 
again by the ſame Man, who for eight days together failed not twice a day to 
bring him meat and drink. He had within him diverſe conſiderations, where» 
with he did aſſiſt himſelt co mitigate his afflictions. He repreſented ro bit» 
ſelf, that it was as well for him to be locked up where he was, than to be at 
liberty inthe world, where it is a folly to look for any true contentment At 
the leaſt he was now delivered from the ſight of the enormities of this age, and 
had the leiſure to nourith his Spirit with ſeveral inſtructions of the profoun- 
deſt Philoſophy. 

The Captain, having not cruelty enough to ſuffer him to dye by languiſh- 
ment, nor to cauſe poylon to be given to him, which would have a more ſud- 
den effect, did determine to grant him his liberty, and ſeeing that Ergaſtus 
was now a great way from him, he did not much mind co put what be prone: 
e 
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ſed in execution. He one night did ſend ſome men into the priſan where he 
was, who with all their force did take his cloaths from him, and delivered him 
ro ſome Country-men that were preſent, and baving blinded his eys, and ryde 
his hands and his feet, they carried him to a (mall River which pafſed by the 
fide of the Caſtle ; there was a little Boat on the Bank, into which they did 
put him, and they did permit him to be carried away by the current of the 
ſtream, the drift whereof did bear him a great way. He could never imagine 
in what place he was; but by turning himſelt up and down, he conjectured 
that he was in ſome Beer. 

After that it was morning he was a long time beaten up and down by the 
wind, becauſe there was no body upon the River; at the laſt ſome men who 
were comming up the River in a Bark, did meet with this Boat. They imme- 
diatly ſtopped the Boat, and having drought it to the Bank, they did take the 
Man out of it, and having unblinded him, they demanded of him, who did pur 
him there? He did anſwer them the beſt he could, making not the leaſt men- 
tion of his quality, ſo that he was taken by them to be ſome poor man. Hun- 
ger inforcing him, he was conſtrained to take his Repaſt with thoſe people who 
belonged to the Neighbouring Village. He had no money about him, and 
knew not Whither to go to borrow any. His cloaths were ſo ragged, and to un- 
ſighcly, that he could hardly be taken for what he was, if he had diſcovered 
himſelf, He knew not where his train of Servants were, and it was impoſſible 
for him to go to look them out, becauſe he had no Paſſe to travel, neither was 
he minded to demand one, becauſe he was not aſſured in what place to find 
any of his people, and he was afraid to go into the Towns, for fear he ſhould 
meet with ſome who did know him, and ſeeing him in ſuch an equipage, ſnould 
entertain ſome bad opinion of him; He concluded, that it was his ſureſt courſe 
to attend a little, until Raymond and Dorins were come into /taly, according to 
their promiſes: He aſſured himſelf of all aſſiſtance from them that he could 
deſire, and believed that he might impart his Misfortunes in his Letters to 
them, in whatioever place they were; For the reſt, he was well content for 
a few dayes to keep himſelf in a place where he was unknown, and where he 
might have the leiſure to digeſt into order an infinite number of excellent me- 
ditations which he had in the time of his Impriſonment. 

He who had given him his Dinner, ſeeing him of a good countenance, de- 
manded of him, If he would ſtay with him to keep his ſheep, his Shepherd be- 
ing dead not long before? to which Frexcion did readily agree. And let none 
think ſtrange of it, that he accepted of that Condition; there was nothing in 
it which was not worthy of his gallantry, The greateſt men in the world have 
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been ſometimes addicted to the like Condition, to live with the more tranquil- 


lity of Spirit. The Charge of the Flock being given to him, he did lead them 
forth into the flelds every day, and in the way he ſtudied on divers things he 
had to write. He compoſed many Verſes in the praiſe of N, and on the 
paſſion which he had for her. He alwayes did contemplate on her beauties in 
whatſoever place he was; and although at the firſt he was much afflicted, be- 
cauie that with his cloaths they bad taken her Pourtraict from him, he did pa- 
tiently endure that loſſe, becauſe he had her Picture ingraven in his heart, 
which did better repreſent her, and ſhewed itſelf more lively far unto him in 
darkneſſe, than by day. 

He did one day repair to the houſe of a Gentleman, where he ſaw a little 
Lutg, on which there was not any one who could play. He did demand it of 
him, aſſuring him, that he knew a little how to finger that Inſtrument z and 
having it given to him, he found the means to accouter it wich goed ſtrings, 


and became afterwards the Orphews of the Village. The Gentleman whom he 


overcame by his Importunities was nothing ſorry of his gift. after he had heard 
him to play ſo well therean; To the Muſick of the Luce he had alſo ſuch good 
Songs 
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So That bis company began to in earrequeſt, On Sundays and Ho- 
dsh he was always aw Feaſts, — 2 one, and ſometimes at ano - 


ther, where he did eat and drinł with as much appetite as at the Court. and did 
laugh as heartily. T hat which moſt of all did pleaſe bim, was, that he did not 
fear any envious eye to be ſuch an obſerver of his actions, as to make à gloſſe 
upon them; and to defame him by back-biring him. There was no-perfon of- 
ended. chat he did not give unto him due honor, and that he excha not 
with bim Complement tor Complement. He —_— an abſolute l. in 
whatſoever place he was, inſomuch that be confeſſed in himſelf, that he 
never did lead ſo happy a life; and he bad always kept himſelf in that Condi- 
tion, were it not that ſometimes he had moſt violent fits of his amorous/Fea« 
ver, which did inflame him with a deſire to ſee bis Nays ; Nevertheleſſe, when 
occaſion did ſometimes preſent it ſelf ro taſt a little of the ſweet pleaſures/ of 
Nature, he was not ſo ſcrupulous as to believe he offended his Miſtreſſe there- 
in. He oftentimes did cake bis Lute wich him into the fields, and che hand ſo- 
meſt and moſt lovely maids of that place would forſake their ſheep to heat him 
play under the ſhade of ſome Cople, or in ſome Cavern; When he was alone 
yow any one of them, he did not forget to uſe his beſt indeavours to gain 


There was a brown Laſſe amongſt them that did infinitly pleaſe him, but he 
could not arrive to the end of bis deſires, which was to enjoy her, if one day in 
private he had not adviſed her, aſter he had done playing with the Lute, that be 
could play alſo on anotber Inſtrument ſo well, that ſhe would be even raviſhed 
with the harmony thero!,howſoever he would not have that Muſick to be made 
knownto all the World. Sbe, who took great delight to bear him ſing, did 
molt inceſſantly beſeech him, T hat he wguld make her ſo happy, as one day 
to partake of that rare Muſick. I will, ſaid he, provided you acqua int no bo- 
dy therewith; for I deſire not to manifeſt to the world what I can do. Come 
to me to morrow to the Wantons Cave, ven, without all doubt, ſhail find me 
there with my Iaſtrument , which 1 will not forget to bring along with 


The Brown Laſſe, being as glad as if ſome great I reaſure had been offered 
to her, did not fail on the next day to come to the place that was appointed, 
which was unfrequented by the Country people. Well, ſaid ſhe, I ſee you keep 
your promiſe. He made anſwer, Yes, I am ready to do you ſervices: She 
thereupon did fit down cloſe by him, and intteating bim, to ſhew her his In- 


ſtrument, and to play therewith. He ſaid unto her, Sweet - heart, You -never 


ſaw ſo miraculous a thing as I do uſe to produce my melody. To conceal no- 
thing from you. I have not my Inſtrument made either of Wood or of Horn, 
the Harmony proceeds from the Members of my Body, which doth produce ir 
alcogether. The Maid then imagined, that in uſing certain geſtures, and ſome 
ſtrange motion of his Body, he had the art to make his bones ſo to crackle , as 
to make ſome other kind of an agreeable ſound ; Or elſeche had ſome melodi · 

ous knack with his fingers; Or with his hands did ſo-ſtrike-on the other mem · 0 
bers of his body, that there was a certain concent of Muſick in the noiſe which 
it produced. But ſoon afterwards ſhe perceived that there vas ſometbhing elſe 
to be done; for he ſaid unto her, Sweet - heart, Since you will have pleaſure, 
you muſt cake ſome pains your ſelf; I cannot exerciſe my artifice- alune, you 
mult joyn with he in ir, and help me if you pleaſe. Shew me then, (ſaid the 
brown Laſſe) that which I muſt do. Immediatly Francion did imbrace her, 
and kiſſed her at his pleaſure; afterwards he endeavoured to accompliſh the 
reſt. Ob God ſ ſaid ſne) you do me wrong | Let me alone: Patience (ſaid 
Fraxcion ) the Event will be better than the Beginning. Immediatly ſhewas 
ready to ſwoun away with plaaſure, finding 1 know not What extraordinary. 
ſweetneſſe: And obſerving that Francion began to retire from her, ſhe ſaid 
Te unto 
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antd him, What | Have you done atready# you due hut quit now begun. 
Oh my Sweet heart, ſaid Francia, I did truly prophecy that it would not hurt 
you, and you would deſire that the Melody ſaſted longer. ruby ſo I do, ſaid 
che'Givl; your Muſick is ſo. ſweet that it makes uo nbiſe at all, one cannot hear 
u but one may feel it with delight enough. ls there no way for us to begin 

ain ? Dear Sweet- heart, ſaid he, All good things are rare, aud hard to be 
aided, This is of the ſame Nature: But cell me and ſpeak truly, Have you 
not found a great deal of pleaſure in that which I have done ? I ſhould hive 
tot myſenſes, ſa id ſne, if l ihoulũ hot itonfeſſe as much. Some time after that 
pleaſant entertainment, they had the means to begid again their incompara- 
ble TMufick, which was no leſſe agteeable at that time, than it was be- 
1 Afeerthis, the brown Laſſe did go very day to find out her Minſtrel, as ſoon 
as ever ſhe: could get hway from her Fathers houſe; but ſhe was ſo full of 
tongue, that fe revealed her ſecret to one of her Companions j who deſiring 
to participat in the Contentment, did come along with her to give à viſit tõ 
our Shepherd in the Melodious Cave. This brown ſaſſe did mike a requeſt to 
the Shepherd for het, but at the firſt he ſeemed to ſtaud off and to wake 
ſtrange thereat; and checked her much for having diſcovered that which ſhe 
had promiſed to coneeal. Neverthelefſe he gave them both ſmooth words af. 
cerwards,) and ſaid, that he would content her Companion, becauſe ſhe ſhould 
not vex him wich her daily importunities, to have her to taſt ofthe ſame plea« 
The brown Laſſe did deliberate with her ſelf to be gone for a while, to give 
him the opportunity to play with the other, and thereby ſhe did the Muſiti- 
an a great Courteſie, who in one time could not refider them both intirely 
contented. Her Companion pet with him, and making ſome reſiſtance at 
firſt; as if ſbe was uinwilling to endure that which he had a dGefireto perform, 
ſhe proved at the laſt the ſweetueſſe of his harmony. The brown Maid being 
returned, demanded of her Compùnlon bow ſhe found her felf> and if ic were 
poſſible to imagine any thing that was more delicious ? Truly ( ſaid ſhe) I amn 
beholdinꝑ to you ; bat in this I find nothing at all which is new unto me: for 
a Groom of my Fathers did cauſe me to underſtand as much as this many years 
ago. This Shepherd doch no more than all othet men do, nor is he more 
cunning in his art than they are. Say that t be ſo, ( replyed the brown girl ) 
yet I had rather chat he ſhould give me this Contentment than any other 
whom d know, for he is a handiom Man, and I will never endure that thoſe 
foul Clowns, whom I ſee every day, ſnould approach me as he doth, by putting 
thei bodies and their mouthes to mine, If you take him for that; ſaid the o- 
ther, I muſt excuſe you; for you kave the belt reaſon for it in the world, and 
the bandſomeſt Mafirian amongſt chem all : But have a Care that his Muſick 
prove not dangerous to you; for, it may be Nine moneths hente, to your a- 
maement, a rybung Muſician may come forth from your Belly, wich Mu- 
ffering from bis; It will bes young Child, who will do nothing &fe 


ſick far di 
but cry, untill you hall give him t hat breaſt to ſuck which your Shepherd hath 
ſo often kiſſedʒ and this is the reaſon why I counſel you as much 25 I can to re- 
frain for the time to come from going to the melodious Cavern. 

The Brown Laſſe followed the advice of her Companion g but Frarcion, 
for all that, did want for no Game to ſport himſelf withall e had many o- 
ther female practitioners, as well as her ſelf, inſomuch that he ſeemed to be 
the Town-bull of that, and all the other places chereabouts, f he found any 
Girl)tbat was more toy than the reſt, he had recourſe to bis old artificks to o- 
vercome her. I am of an opinion (ſaid he to himſelf) that it is of no great 
Impottance whatcowſe of life it is We tive, if fo be we have contemment with 
it. We ought not to take any care ut all from whence this Contentment dotft 

| . proceed, 
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proceed, if it comes according to our wiſh, What occafioa then of ſorrow 


bave I, although ofa Gentleman I am become a Sbepherd, fince I en 


| joy all . 
the ſweeteſt delighes in the world? Ought Ito afflict my ſelf co ob he 


means I muſt uſe to arrive to the end of cy intentions, ſince ſo hapy y do 
accompliſh them © n 8 
Thas did he argue and tea ſot on his own fortune, and many voluptuous 

perſons have the ſame thoughts, without dreaming of the pabiſhments that do 
follow ſo licentious a life. Some having deffoured Maids , and got them with 
child, are by Juſtice conſtrained to marry them, or to ſuffer impriſonment, 
or to give a round ſam of money to marry them to others; Sometimes alſo the 
Parents themſelves, being reſolved to be revenged on thofe who doe diſhonour 
their Children, doe cauſe thoſe perfidions Loyers to fall under the hands of 
Aſſa ſſinates. Amongſt thole poor with whom he did convetſe, Fran- 
cos was in ſome reputation, and becauſe he had no deſire to continue long a- 
mongſt them, it made him the more hardy; howlſoeyer; for all that, he ſhonld 
not have indangered himſelf; and as for the Country Wenches that ſuffered 
themſelves ſo eaſily to be abuſed , they made their weaknefle and their fim» 
plicity the more apparent. It is true, that Fratiov had # more generous coun- 
renance and deportment than all the peaſants in the Country, but this ſhould 
render him to be the more ſuſpected amongſt them, eſpecially becauſe he was 
a ſtranger. Nevertheleſſe, we muſt confeſſe that Love comes to be Maſter 
of all manner of Spirits. There was not a Wench in tte whole Country but 
was charmed by the gallantry of this brave Shepherd; #nd acknowledged 
that perfectly they did learn by him the whole method, and the art of Love, 
far all the ſloth, and the clowniſh ſimplicity of theit ĩpprebenſions. The Wife 
of the Labourer with whom he lived, was as much enameured on him, and 
indeavoured to diſcover it to him by all the means ſhe could invent. She 
would let him goe in the morning to the fields, withott giving him where- 
with to put into his Satchel , becauſe ſhe might take the occalion to goe her 
ſelf unto him to carry him his dinner. She took a great plea ſure to pull a mor- 
ſell from his hands, of which he had bit ſome part, td tat it after him, She 
would doe nothing but play the wanton when ſhe was wich him, and with 
the leer of (miling invitation, ſhe would turn her eye aſide upon him, as who 
would ſay, I even dye for the love of thee. Francion did obſerve it well e- 
nough, but he made as though he had not the leaſt thought of it in the world; 
for this woman did ſo diſpleaſe him for ſome imperfectioũs which he had ob- 
ſerved in her, that be could not but abhor to kiſſe herr. | 

One day, to dive into the bottom of his heart, ſhe imiling ſaid umto him, 
Thou knoeſt not, on my faith, what a report is brougbt unto me of thee 
which is noiſed over all che Country , it is, that thou are in love with me, and 
that thou haſt knowledge enough to take upon thee another condition of life 
than that of a Shepherd, but that thou art glad to take upon thee that pro- 
ſeſſion, to have the means to ſtay with me. You muſt take no noxite, ſaid 
— — ien. 2 — they "ny — run _ Detra 1 
well enough that they ſpeak not the truth. Say you ſo, Wife 
why! Is it a thing impoſſible ? No, ſaid — d but r Chet 
on our will, is not always put into act, although it lyeth in our power.” B 
this defence he ſet her farther off from the mark at which the aimed than ſhe 
thought he would have done, and he ſeemed not to regard che 'rowling' mo- 
tion of her eyes which 2 with luſt in propounding to her ſelf the 
fruition of incomparable delights. The gext morning her Husbaud being 


gone many miles from home , ſhe determined with ber ſeifto make uſe of the 
opportunity, and whiles the Shepherd was in the fields? the took zwey his 


Bed, Sheets, and Coverlet, and bid them from him, {6 that when be was 
ing to take his reſt, finding all ching: removed out of his Chamber e. 


Tr 2 unto 


| lodge that night, O God, 

ſaid ſhe, I bays carryed up all your bedding into che Oartrg go have it aired, 

e All peri tht ym ee om 
me perm Sau cake 

ding 9 * it was that ſhe 


opes in her 
5 ry 2 4 down again. About the midgle of the 


2 
can 


—— your ſelf to be, if you have any malady, it proceeds only from your 
ancy, and ſo let it goe for me. In the abſence of yout Hushand: you ſhould 
deſire no other company but only that of your Pillow. She did grow imo! a 
rage to bear thoſe words , yet her iſdain was not of force ennugh to turn in- 
to hatred the affection which ſhe did beat unto him. She continued the good 
entertainment which ſhe was accuſtomeg to give him, and endeauoured #s 
much as lay in her power to procure his favour. At the laſt, having a defive 
to deliver himſelf from ber importunities, be diſſembled that he did beay more 
good will unto her than heretofore he had done, and becauſe bis: Maſter was 
returned , he acquainted her that ſne muſt take the teſolution her ſelf to come 
unto him one night when her Husband was aſleep, ta paſſe away ſome 
time in her Com The Bargain being made, ſne was the moſt contented 
woman in the World, and propeunded to her ſelfthat undoubtedly he would 
accompliſn her deſires. 2401 W ab Jy 

But Fraucion, being not of the fame mind as was her ſelf, deſired the Swine- 
heard, and the Herds- man, who lay over the Stables, to come and paſſe a+ 
way one night in his Chamber, to ſee a Spirit, who failed not every night to 
come unto him to torment him. They made anſwer to him, that they would 
not come, for they had reaſon to be afraid of fuch beaſts. Come boldly to 
me ſaid Francion, you ſhallnot receive the leaſt prejudice. I believe it is the 
ſame Maid Servant which we bad the other day, who comes to. affright me. 


Do 


Lib. g. V Francion. 


Doe you only provide your ſelyes with good Rods to whipher ſoundly,” that 
ſhe may have a d e to return no more unto me. The twWO Drolls eh 
dig chat news, were as glad as if they had hren invited to a Wedding. They 
open in his Chamber, without making the leaſt noiſe, having in their hands 
hoſe armes which were neceſſary for theexecation of the defign. The poor 
inamoured Hp oblerying that her Husband according to his old cuſtom was 
fait aſleep, did foftly riſe from him, and going fotch of her Chamber, the did 
doublelock the door, that, if peradventure he ſhoald wake, ſne might have the 
leiſure to come away from Francion, and not be taken in che Beech but might 
perſwade him that ſhe had been ac the Privy. Cee 
F —— heard her coming. gave order to his Companions to make tea- 
dy their forces 4 for the pretended Spirit unt approaching- They were not 
deaf co his advertiſements , for their Miſtreſte was no ſooner entred into the 
Chamber, but they took u her {mock , and did give her ſo many, and Tech 
ccuel laſhes, that the rudeſt anin the World did never ſo whip 4 Cur- 
rſe, that would not promiſe him money to be more gently entreared by 
— Perceiving that they were more than one who did proſecute her in this 
manner, ſhe durſt not cry out, nor ſpeak the leaſt word, for fear of s diſco- 
vered, and for the ſhame ſhe had to be taken out of her Bed · At thelait( be- 
cauſe that without any reſpite they ſo continued in thei hot exerciſe ; and all 
her body was pittifully torn ) ſhe could not forbear from crying out Help an! 
Murder. Her Husband being awakened at that noiſe, and in amaxetment not 
knowing from hence the voice did proceed did goe out at another dot of 
the Chamber, and not at that which his Wife had deuble locked, and came 
down into the Court to ſee what the buſineſſe was. At the laſt Fravcion, ha- 
eving pitty of his Wiſe, did take the Swine · heard by the Arm, to make bim · 
underſtand that he had done enough. Thereupon he did leave off, and his 
Companion alſo ; She ſtealing away, did open the door ef her Chamber; a1 
did lye down in her Bed as before. Her Husband progres there was 
not any in the Court, did come back into rde Houſe , and"sJviſing with him» 
ſelf chat, poſſibly, the noiſe which be heard might ariie- Fom the 
Chamber, he ſoſtly did gos tluther ro know if he were aſleep. The two 
Companions who held ſtill their rods in their hands, did conceive t hat it was 
another Spirit, and having taken him by the Arm, they began to lay about 
him, as heretofore upon his Wife. He, feeling the imart, became ſuddenly out- 
ragious , and delivering himſelf from their hands, did ſtrike them with his Fiſt 
with all the ſtreugth be had. They imagining to themſelves that ſuch hea 
e not proceed — — - mortal * „ did believe that = 
was truly a Hobgoblin, t they did aſlay to avoid his incounter, d 
hide themſelves on the other ſide of the Bed, where they' miphr 0. have 
been found, if they had been indeed purſued by a Spirit. ou 
ſaid the Labourer to Frarcion. He anſwered from his paſſet O my God, 
make all the haſt you can away, Here are Spirits that do nothi 8 
ment me, Immediatly in a great fear he departed, and did — " the 
Shepherd had told bim, and having both locked and boked big door ; 
2 bed to his Wifey who counterfeited her py ry droufje; aſi 
did lay, far her own part ſhe did hear nothing at afl. — 6 a ſhort ac- 
count, and declared only unto her, that he had been whi | 
fort to her. The Labourer did much lament his poor 
expoled to the fury of thoſe evit Spirits, and. che — 
ly.. But as for his enamoured Miſtreſſo ſhe was in a great doubt 
Tt 3 were 


| roy „ who. 

vaniſhed away ia a moment. She was glad to und 7 85 be had 

a ſhare in the paniſhmenc as well as her telf, and this was tome kind” of com- 
eplierd ; who! vis 

more particularly of him hat were che corments' 

ted ſuch a number of them, that they drew tors from the ofafith 
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. obey his Inſtructions, although ſhe failed not in Her will to tranſ- 
greſſe chem. ſ 


; 225 ſomething change, which was obſerved by F-anciev, Beſides that, 


: 


| | into 

ly Bay. At 4 : ophecy of 
N did publiſh ir as a miracle, which did higbly advance his reputati- 
on., It may be well, believed chat they did all admire bis knowledge; but 


that hich made the matter not ſo bad, as other ile it would have been, war, 


that the Husband vowed that the Child was his own, and that his Wife 
would not take a Husband, without having firſt made tryal oſ him, for ha- 
ving ſcen a ff the cloath, ſhe might try whether it were good or not, 
af it did not pleaſe her, ſhe might freely leave it to other Cuſtomers. It 
was added to this confideration ,, that it was a long time ſince ſhe was of age 
to make love, and chat a Maid is like a Tree-which wult be ſhaken before the 


| fruits 


Lib. 9 Of Francion. \ 
fruits be ripe, The next morning Fraser who ſomething doubted of the 
truth of what he had ſpokes, dith fing, Ss! Well the Gunner biel hss 
Graund. | [97-4713 2% a 7 Va, erm (HS N10 0 3 K. 

_. There were ſome who did ſpeak pleaſantiy that 2 — 
workman to have a child the firſt week, but thoſe who expreſſed themitlves 
more ſeriouſly , were amazed bow his Wife could carry her great belly fo well 
that it could not be diſcovered , but no doubt ſhe uſed ſome artifice to conceal 
it, ty 


The next morning one of the moſt ſtupid fellows in the Village believin g 
there was nothing unknown to Franc ion did ſend unto him, to know who'was 
he amongſt all his lervants who had ſtollen from him a piece of Pork which he 
had preſerved in his Cellar? for ſure enough he was, that was not ſtolen by 

ſtrangers. Francion had at this time loſt che reputation he had gained, if he 
had not aſſiſted himſelf with a ſubtle invention. He did therefore pull out of 
bis Pocket a piece of a Lorch, and ſaid ; that in the compoſure of it he had 
mingled druggs of that Virtue wich the wax, that when it was lighted there 
was none could blow it out, but the thief only who had ftollen the thing con- 
cerning which the diſputation did ariſe. You muſt come ſaid he, ſpeaking to 
the ſervants ) one after another into chis Chamber where 1 will be alone. I 
will bring you all to your tryal. Immediztly he entred into rhe room, and 
the firſt who followed him being innocent, did nat counterfeit, but did blow 
as ſtrongly as be could, thinking co juſtifie himſelf , and not relying on that 

which Fraxcios had ſpoken , he did blow the Torch out; at which Fraucdon 
was infinitely amazed , and ina cohfuſion replyed unto im, My Friend, you 
ſee what my Torch doth make me to believe, Iwill ſay no more, doe you'poe 
your way and make not the apparence of any thing, and bid your Compani- 
ons to make haſt in, one after the other. Me being gone Francia did light 
his torch again by the means of a Flint, that by conterit ion ſparkled out fire. 
After the firſt, another of the ſervants came, to whom arrived the ſelf ſame 
ſortung, as to the former, and io it hapned to the others; for the Toreh had 
no Ingredient at all in it, that could make it reſiſt the force of their breath. 
Nevettheleſſe thoſe who came forth, were put all to their interrogatories con- 
cexning what paſſed, but they would not ſpeak the leaſt word in the world, 
but attended the end of the tryal, and did not ſo much as communicate what 
was done to one another. | « 

. Thoſe who were in the Houſe would fain have feen all the ceremony 
of Fraxcion , but he gave an expreſſe charge that no "perſons ſhould en- 
ter into Aon 2 — was 1 but —_ only 5 he was — Gan 
mige, berauſe „ he ſaid, he could not proſecute his enterpriſe 
— Ibe laſt whom be was to examine was not fo — 
others, for he had not ſo clean a Conſcience , he did blow fo ſoſtly. 
that be made the flame of the Torch hardiy to tremble- ' Fraxcion per- 
ceiving by it, that he undoubtedly was the guilty: perſon, did goe to 
look out che Maſter of the Houſe, and told him that be bad nothing 
to doe to acquaint him whether his Torch were blown ont or hoe, but 
only did aſſure him that he who came laſtsto blow Was che thief* that 
had ſtollen away his Pork. The Labourer ſent to the houſe where his 
Servants Wife did lodge, and. found that ſhe was then into the 
Pot a piece of that Pork which her Husband had ſtolſenm e was con- 
vinced of the crime, and Frarcim highly commeded for his koavwledge , 
and recompenſed with ſome money, which at that tima was very well 
come to him. | dean ie ee et 2000 Ng 

He afterwards was ſo believed by every one to be one of che greateſt 
Diviners in the World, that being to travell, and che Way, — diffi- 
cult co find out, he very civilly demanded of a Man (who knew every 


at ſuch Ignorant Men as my ſelf, Do you ask the way of me, who 
— ſets, and all | ways done in it > Having 
ſpoke thoſe words, be left him, and Frazcios meeting with no man 


Night. | 

We haye made mention before, that when he made Verſes, he would ſpeak 
ſo punRually,tbat thoſe who heard him did believe that he held Diſcourſe with 
ſomeramiliar Spirit. His Miſtreſs at che ſame time bad the ſame belief: Often- 
times ſhe would ſay unto her ſelf, This young fellow is of a jovial complexion, 
and inclined to love, Ido not well know how it comes to paſſe that he doth 
refuſe the Courteſie which I have offered him. 1fI were one of the fouleſt 
Slaces in the world, yet ſuch a fellow as he is, ſhould be glad, me- thinks, ſome» 
times to have me to abate the heat of bis concupiſcence. What myſtery is there 
in it, that he ſhould ſo much undervalue me ? It neceſſarily muſt fall out, that 
he hath ſome other Miſtreſſe on whom he doth diſcharge the extra vaganc ies of 
his fourth Concoction, which doth trouble the repoſe of his Spirits, and bis 
Bloud. | 

Thus did ſhe argue with her (elf ; but ſhe could not diſcover ſo much as one 
Nett amongſt all thoſe Birds to which he was accuſtomed to retire himſelf, for 
he carried his affairs the moſt privatly in the world. One evening ſhe came 
ſoftly to him, as be was lying on the graſſe, and in a frolick humor, making a 
Sonnet which began thus, | 


How laden am I now w:th bliſe, 
My Chloris that I ſhall thee kiſs. 


He -oftentimes-repeated that couplet aloud, being not able to finiſh 
the Stanza. His Miſtrefſe thinking that he did ſpeak» to ſome Girl whom 
be had in his Arms, ſhot forth her diſcontented eye as far ss ever ſhe could, to 

find who was that Maid that was ſo happy; bur perceiving not any one 
near unto him, and that he ſtretehed forth lus armes in che remembrance of 
ſome paſſed pleaſures, ſhe reflected on a thought which deſerves to be recor- 
ded in this Story. On the Sunday before, (he bad heard the Curat affirm in 
his Pulpit, That there were Magitians who” did lie with Devils transfor- 
med into Women, that were called Sucenbe; She immediately believed 
that Francios had then with him one of choſe gallant Miſtreſſes, becauſe he 
pronounced words more amorous than the former, and lively expreſſed all 
that, which can be ſpoken in the full enjoying of a Beauty. | 

After that time, ſhe did take no more thought to underſtand with what 
Woman he aſſwaged the defires of bis youth, and looked not up- 
on him, but with a horror onely, thinking that he had alwayes a De- 
vill at his cayl. And ſhe then believed her ſelf, That it was his Succu- 
be that did fo laſh ber, becauſe ſhe had ſo great a deſire to lye with 
him. | 

To reflect a little on theſe laſt gallantries, I hey were contrived on pur- 
pole to puniſn Vice. It was well done to whippe this inconſtant 
Countrey Wife , who forgot the Faith which ſhe had ' promiſed to a- 
nother, and would have her Servant to commit Adultery. It is true 
enough, that ſhe was diſagreeable, and that her Beauties had not at- 
tractions for the curious eye of Frencign ; but let us not look fo 
much the Cauſe, the Effect is always good. 

As for the contrivances which remarkably expreſſe themſelves , they 

| : may 
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may ſerve to inſtru& thoſe who have failed, to make them acknowledge 


— 


e e e eee 

ren dert CON > to 
heaer their choler or their complaiots ; for” eee Vic which 
are commonly practiſed , and make mention of no act which hath not been 
committed; and we may fee how Ingenibus Spirits are deluded , and cir- 
cumvented with-fond Inventione, hen only Igaorants and Ide ons ave condem- 
ned to be ſurprtued by them. | 
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= T is true that the ſtiles Comical and Satyrical,are as profitable 
as they are delightfull. For your Example, you may here 
ſee all things repreſented to the life. All actions doe a 
without diſfimulation , when in Books more ſerious , = 
care certain reſpects which doe hinder the Authors from ex- 
2 preſſing themſelves with ſo much liberty, and this is the Rea - 
ſon that Hiſtories. are ſo, imperfect, and filled more with Fables than with 
Truth. If we will be curious, as in effect we ought to be, where can it better 
be expreſſed than here? I am of opinion, thatin this Book you may find the 
French Tongue moſt intire ; and that I have not omitted thoſe words which 
the vulgar doe uſe, which n lefle is not to be ſeen throughout the whole 
Book, forinch | hich are more immodcſt , we are not allowed 
the liberty to make uſe of them; neverthaleſſe oftentimes the wantoneſſe of 
choſe humble conceits are more delightfull than thoſe which are more high. 
Nay, which is more, I have repreſented to the life, as much as poſſibly may 
be, all the humor and aQi of thoſe great perſonages whom myſtically 1 
and my adventures can be no leſſe agreeable than many o- 
igbiy eſteemed I make freely this confeſſion, for being ſup- 
ili paſſe with the more authority. There are ma- 
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ported by many progfs, it will-paſl Ire a 

ny who will read this Book, wh — 2 not what it meaneth, believing 
that to make a Book compleat, e ate only to heap words on words, without 
regarding any other thing, but only clapping in of ſome odd adventures to de- 


ſufficient advertiſements from 


light the Idiots. Nevertheleſſe I have re: 
pahgmſelves to underſtand what ſoever 


ſeveral perſons , who ſay that the 
is good herein. Some doe diſlike one palage, and ſome another, ſo that there 
is nothing in the whole book whien th not both been praiſed and blamed. 
If I would I might have done like the Painter who hid himſelf behind his Pi- 
Qore, and having heard the different Judgements of the People, did correct 
it according to their directions, and inſtead of an accompliſhed Picture, did 
make it atleaſt a ridiculous Monſter. It is better to leave things as they were 


at firſt , and expoſe them at adventure to pleaſe whom they may, ſeeing a- 

m narrations, it cannot be but of 

will pleaſe one or other, How is it poſſible univerſally to pleaſe all men? For 

a letterd man who hath been bred up in the Univerſity doth love to read theHi- 

ſtoxi cbolar, a mongrell Tr who hath bad his education only 
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not which way in the world to give my ſelf that contentment , bur « ly by: 
means , you — — 5 Till, 20 the 

goner, with all my heart; for Fraxc-on was one of his heſt friends betat 
Noftes . Ee his Maſters houſe, aud in other plates; Doe 
on come to me, ſaid he; ben I am to gor, yon are known fo wel, thar 1 
bee chey ill not ſhut the Gates agai -- I am-known too well, ſaid 
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tiſed him that be was ready to drive away. Ton. ivered his 
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ments which the place couſd afford him; did goe to meet the Waggoner, and 
found him according to his wiſh in a Lane: here be had the e te hide 
himſelf ln the Waggon, that no man ive him. In the Evening be 
arrived at the houſe of /ocunde. The ner raking out all che Hay him- 
ſelf, did cauſe Frexcion to hide himſelf in ⁊ private where he dd lock 
him up, which was unadviſedly done both by the one and the other, For if 
they . it would have been reported that they had a defi 

to have the 

have ſuffered for it by the hand of Juſtice. But Fraxcios was reſolved to make 
tryal how far his good Fortue would extend. * Ar 


In the mean time Jecunde was in the greateſt inquietudes in the world, not 
knowing whether he was come, or not, Ihe tod not find any means to be ſa- 
tisfied in the truth thereof, for it was not diſtretion ſhe thought to enquite of 
the Waggoner for him, fearing thereby to give him any cauſe of ſaſpition , and 
ſhe her ielf was in doubt if her Loyer had hid himſelf inthe Hay, or not, with- 
out his knowlege. At the laſt, all the worſd being retired}, ſhe did repair to 
the place where he was, knowing that he could no where elſe ſo privately 
conceal himſelf, He was already gone forth from his N of retirement, to 
become his own Scout, when ſhe came into the room with a Candle in her 
band, and knew him, We need not to demand if they did kiſſe at their firſt 
ſalutations. They embraced each other above half an hour; with ſo exceſſive 
a Joy, that it took from them the uſe of their Tongues.” Being come out of 
this extaſie, they deliberated with themſelves where they moll paſſe away 
that night. ocxnda was unwilling to bring Francia to her own Chamber, 
fearing he might be perceived to goe up the ſtairs, or that ſome other misfor- 
tune might arrive. They continued t in the ſame place where they 
were, and Frexc'on did ſpread abroad the cloath that covered the Mule upon 
the Bottles of Hay, that no duſt or other inconvenixnce might annoy his 
Miſtreſſe that Jay on them. We may eaſily believe that they took 20 much 
pleaſure on that hard lodging, as if they bad been lying on à Bed of Down. 
During one of the truces which they made in their amorpbs war, Franc ios rela- 
ted to her the fine invention with which he had abuſed the Waggoner, who 
was gone to ſleep in another part of the houſe,” that he intended to 
paſſe away that night in the Court, in deholding the beanty of the buil- 
dings by the light of the Stars. /ocainds" on the other ſide acquainted 
him, that ( not to lye that night in ber Mothers Chamber as n 
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Frs dd riſe; bur not without much pain, and bein hardly able to up- 


bold himſelf, he leaned'sgainſt the Wall as he puſfed by it» He did well to be 
gone; forthe Groom, having received a charge is Maſter to go with his 
arms to the Market · place, did come forth immediatly after him. id walk 


as well as he could, but ic was ſo faintly; that at every ſtep he was ready to 
fall down on the ground, when at laſt caſting his eyes towards the ſtreet, he 
perceived a Chair with Elbows, from hence he ſaw a Man to riſe, who, al- 
though he appeared as lame as bimſeli, yer he did make haſt to be gone with 
all che ſpeed that poſſibly he could. Truly (faid he) I ſhall not be ſo diſdain- 
fall, nor ſo proud as you are, I willingly will fic down and reſt my ſelf in that 
chair, if once Lcaa come to it. Having ſpoke thoſe words, he did inforce 
himſelf to approach unto it, and ſo much prevailed, that he came to it, 
and fate down on a loft Cuſhion, which at that time was not unwelcome to 
him. 2 
While Frexcien is there reſting himſelf, { muſt account unto you who he was 
whoſe place he poſſeſſed. He was an old Man, full of the Gout, & the moſt wio- 
ked one in the whole City, or peradventure the Country; although it {warmed 
with ſuch Companions. It was his deſigu to plant diviſion amongſt ali, &, if he 
could, amongſt the greateſt Perſonages. He bad a plot at that time upon cheSig- 
niot, ho not long before was inveſted with the government of that who 
he had more reaſon to reverence, ſeeing that not one in the whole City com- 
plained of him; But the only Cauſe was, that he had always a wretched diſpoſi- 
tion to ſpeak evil of Magiſtrates. It was known well enough, that he only did 
detract him, to follow his old and vicious Cuſtom; For he had never ſo much as 
once ſeen him, & had ner heard of any of his actions, whether they were good 
or evill. The faults which he imputed to him, were thoſe which he had obler- 
ved in other Governors: He conceived, that being of the ſame quality, he muſt 
partake alſo of the ſame Imperfections. It is true, be had great familiarity with 
a Perſonage whoſe Authority was not to be diſputed of; And to beget in him 
anenmity againſt the Governor, he one day informed him, that he knew this 
Governor to be one of the moſt treacherous perſons in the world; he coun- 
ſelled him therefore to have a great eye over him, for he ſaid, That be had a 
deſign to deliver up the City to a Stranger. This accuſation of the gouty Old 
man was believed as an Oracle, becauſe he did know ſo well to diſpuiſe his 
wickedneſle, that one would take him to be a Man filled with all prudence. He 
moreover affirmed, that he had heard by divers Citizens of ſome pernitious 
deſign that was on foot. ä 
It ſo hapned, that the Governor, for ſome particular & good deſign, had that 

evening been in all the Streets of the City with his Guard. He who received che 
advertiſement of this malicious perſon, did obſerve it, and infallibly believed 
that he had a deſire to accompliſh ſome. bad Inteation ; Wherefore, having 
aſſembled the greateſt part of the City, and declared to them what he heard, 
he took counſel with them to exhort the reſt of the Citizens to be armed, & to 
ſtand upon their guard to prevent the Miſchief that was to come. In the ſeveral 
quarters of the City they were commanded to repair to the Corps de Guard, ſo 
that allwas in a tumult. The Governor hearing this,was come forth more ſtron 
and better accompanyed than before, to underſtand for what cauſe they did 
fo riotouſly aſſemble themſelves, without his particular Inſtructions. If the 
fury of the „ had not been reſtrained by the wiſedom of ſome amongſt 
whom the talſe Report of this Treachery was ſpred, they undoubtedly had 
thrown themſelves upon the Governour, aud cut him in pieces. The gouty 
old man, to excite them thereunto, did ſtand at his Window, and cryed out, 

Liberty, Liberty, Gentlemen hang up that Wicked man, who would ſell your 
Fortunes and your Lives at once: But the voice of the wiſeſt Magiſtrates ha- 
ving more power than his own, did tie up the hands of the moſt mutinous per · 
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ionages. The Governor had notice of it, who teſtified nothing bat bis intire 
affection to the publick-z-Nevercheleſly ſome of the Jnteriour Officers, who 
troubled every quarter, did ſtill perſiſt ro advertiſe the Citizens roftand upon 
their guard, deſiring that every one might partake in the Combuſtion, 
One ot theſe men was come to the houſe ot the Merchant, as beſore I have 
memioned. 

The Governor at laſt, who underſtood of the Seditious exhortations of the 
gouty man, andwwas fully advertiſed t hat it was be who had kindled the fire a- 
mongſt all the people, was reſolved to ſend for him, to chaſtiſe him according 
to his de ſerr. This Commiſſion was given to two ot his people, who had been 
at his houſe, to acquaint him that their Maſter underſtanding that he was a man 
of a pregnant apprehenſion, and mature Counſel, deſired that he would come 
to him, to aſſiſt him in giving ſome reſtraint unto the Commotion of the Peo- 
ple. He would believe nothing at the beginning, but they made ſo many ſeri- 
ous proteſtations to him, that at laſt, conceiving to himſelſ that the Governor 
knew nothing of thoſe words which be had ſpoke againſt him, he flattered 
himſelf with a belief, that poſſihly it might be that he would be glad to affiſt 
himſelf with his adviſe. - Propounding then unto himſelf the welfare and the 
honour which thereupon would red ound unto him, he reſolved wich bimſelf 
not to refule his Invitation. He thereupon permitted that the two men ſhould 
put him in an Elbow chair, which they bad brought for that purpoſe, and wil- 
lingly he ſuffered himſelfto be carried to that place, whither they could never 
have brought him but by force. They had carried him a great way, when a 
Citizen by chance did meet with thoſe wo carried him, and ſpake ſoftly in the 
ear of one of them, Th Gevernour i not now in the place where you lift him, 
be is gone to the Caſtle, canduſt the ud Knave thither: He, who had better 
ears than they conceived, did readily underſtand thoſe words, which cauſed 
him to conjeRure ſome ſiniſter event did attend him. Before they did carry 
him reſpectfully as a man of State and Quality, but they now conceived that 
he ſnould not be ſo well intreated when he was to come to the Caſtle of the 
Cicy; Nevertheleſſe he ſate very quiet in the Chair, and knowing that all 
the words in the world were unprofitable in his misfortune, he pretended to fall 
faſt aſleep, and began to ſnore. His bearers being not accuſtomed to carry ſo 
heavy a burden, had their arms extremely wearied, and in great drops their 
ſweat did abundantly fall from their faces; ſo that being at the corner of the 
ſtreet where locandaes Father lived, it being an unfrequented place, they had 
a deſire to repoſe themſelves, and being gone into a houſe of Reſort to quench 
their 'thirſt, they drank a draught or two extraordinarily , imagining 
that the man would not ſo ſuddenly awake, and if he ſhould awake, he would 
never have the deſire to run away; or it he had the defire, yet he had not the 
power to put it in performance, his leggs being ſwollen with the Dropſie, and 
his feet and toes tyed into knots by the Goutꝭ but they were deceived, tor they 
no ſooner were departed from him, but he knew well enough how to uſe his 
limbs, fearing the anger of the Governor, and leit that place empty, which 
Francion filled. ; 

The two Conductors having drank ſufficiently, did return to their Office, 
and did not conſider whether it were the right man or no who was in the 
Chair, becauſe there was a Curtain about it, by the means whereof Francion 
was concealed; for they could ſee nothing of him but the tops of his toes. 
They undertook their charge again, and brought him away chearbvully, the 
Wine having given new forces tothem. Fraxcion ſaid not a word, fearing to 
ſtop them, and being very glad to be carried into any place whatſoever, becauſe 
he could not travel on foot by reaſon of his late bruiſes. He ſaid within him- 
ſelf, Theſe Fellows, no doubt, will carry me to the Hoſpical, inſtead of the ſick 
man that is run away, It is no great matter, I ſhall do better there than in the 
Streets, 
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ſtreets, where my feebleneſſe would conſtrain me to continue. If my fall 
hach done me any harm, I ſhall have there the advice of the Chirurgion, The 
men carryed him all the while without (peaking oue him; taking him 
for the Qld man, whom they would not w & they were in 
the Caſtle, did carry him up into a Chamber, without looking on him, 
deſſting with all ſpeed to impart unto their Maſter that they had led his 
Commandment, for fear they ſnould be checked for their delay. 

The Governour having oben to them, did take the pains to come to ſee 
him with one of his Gentlemen, and becauſe he never ſaw the gouty old Man, 
and never heard whether he were old or young, he miſtook Fraxcion for him. 
Taking him then by the arm, and ſhaking him very ſtrongly, he aid unto him, 
There is but little reſpect in you, Sir, and leſſe honeſty; Why doe younot riſe 
to doe your reverence to thoſe who are in authority over you. Fraxcien bei 
not able to ſtand on his Leggs, did ſalute him no otheryiſe but with a nod 
only of his head. The Governour ſaid unto him, How | Dord your Gout hold 
you fo obſtinatelyꝰ ſhall quickly rid you of it, I warrant you. 1 have not 
only the Gout, laid Francion, but Rivers of afflictions, Lam afraid you will 
not ſo = cs them to glide away, ſay what you will, for the ſprings 
from whencethey are derived will be never dry. The Governour interrupted 
him, and ſaid, Forbear that diſcourſe, I ſent not for thee to paſſe ay the time 
in ſuch unprofitable complaints. Tell me, Art not thou 4 perſidious, and a 
wicked diſturber of the publick peace? Lied wage have lived in much quiet 
under my protection, which was ſo agrecable'to them, that they could not 
complain of any of my actions, but thou, who deſireſt to ſer the whole City 
on a flame to fatisfie thy 1 deſire, haſt raiſed a dangerous tumult. 
What willt thou allege for thy own defence? willt thou yet affirm that thou 
hadf} not a deſign to trouble the repoſe of the Inbabitants, to. cauſe me to be 
either killed of driven away from this place? Come hither, and declare unto 
me who it was did induce thee to it. Haſt thou found any ill iage du- 
ring the time of my Government? Is it for any particular offence which I have 
done thee ? not remember that I ever gave thee any cauſe to be offended 
at me. Fy..ncion hearing all this diſcourſe, and being not able to-apprebend 
the reaſon of it, did at the laſt imagin that they did but make ſport wich him, 
for the Governour ſpoke not with the countenance of an a mat». His 
mind was not ſo ſick as his body, and the adventure which be did meet 
with that night, did fender him very joyfull, he therefore determined with 
himſelf to make as good paſtime with the Governour , as the Governout did 
with him. To anſwer to all your points, ſaid he, I tell you, that I would have 
ſet all this City in a Tumult, becauſe nothing is more agreeable to me than to 
ſee it in ſuch on eſtate, The He Neighbour now enters into the houſe of his 
Female Neigbbour, ind ſhe poes into the houſe of her next Neighbour; Lovers 
enter into thoſe places, the doors wheteof they before durſt not look upon. In 
this confuſion, thoſe who are gallant ſpirics have the opportunity to play bold | 
ly, and at all adyenture, Do not believe that I do bear unto you any hatred at 
all, 1 never knew what hatred was, although, not to diſſemble , I have ſub- 
ject ore. to be angry with you, becauſe you doe not here eſtabliſh one Or- 
dinance whictis neceſſiry: What Ordinance is that? faid the Governour; 
The beſt und the _ juſt one inthe world , 2 Franciam, It is for the 
time to come, that Women ſhould once a year goe ſtark naked qui — 
the City, that ſo the Inhabitants may feed their eyes with the f of a 


deſirable object, for what reaſon have they to cover and hide t hemſelyes with 

ſo much care? Is there not as great an abſurdity in it, as poſſible can be ima- 

ined ? They doe ſhow them naked in particular to one, one after 

ber „And what danger can * „10 to ſhew themſelves, when * 
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ſhall be all together? I aſſure my ſeſf that you will allege into me that we all 
looking on chem, we ſhall better mark choſe imperfeRions which they have, 
for two eyes ſee more tan one, and this will be to their prejudice. 1 may 
be you have deſire to atm, that we vught not to lool upon their naked bo- 
dies, but only ohe by one, that ſo we may all think we are the particular en- 
joyers of that happineſſe. You can allege no other reaſons but theſe, and 
theſe are imperfe& ones enough, for it 1 well known what it is that we to 
much doe defire to ſet in Women, and the fine inventions of graver men, are 
to no effect. For the Women, you ought not to take their part ſo much, as 
any ways to procute the diſadvantage of Men, who have more reſemblance 
unto you. The Governour knew not whether he had beft to laugh, or to be 
angry ar this delicate Oration, and made ſo much to the purpoſe, in relation 
to that which he had ſpoken. Nevertheleſſe be did ſpeak to Fraxcion in this 


manner, Obſerve what I ſay, and doe not think to eſcape by playing the Fool, 


for I will ſpeedily cauſe you to be apprehended, I ſpeak in good earnelt to 


ou. | 
l On thoſe words there entred ſome of the Counſellors of the City, ho de- 
manded of the Governour if he had ſent for the Gouty Delinquent, He 
made anſwer to them, See where he is, but I conceive him to be either a Fool. 


or a Cdunterfe it, I cannot get an anſwer from bim that hath any reaſon in it. 


One of the company demanded of bim, Who is he that brought that Man unto 
vou > Do you take him ſot that Gonty perſon whom we come to demand ? 
he is as much that Man, as Iam the King of Spas, The Governour ſaid, that 
he was then abuſed , and that he was brought unto him for that Man. Where- 
fore hecalled thoſe men to him who did conduct him thicher , and demanded 
of them wherefore they had deceived him, for he was not the ſame perſon of 
whom he had ſpoken to them. They turning their eyes towards him, did aſ- 
jure him, that they did not bring that Man to him, but another, who was ve- 
ry lame, and antient. The Devil then, ſaid the Governour, bath carryed 
him away, and put this Fellow in his place. Every one did exerciſe his Judpe- 
ment on the miſtake , and told him all with one voice, that he alone could 
ſatisfie bim from whence the error did proceed. What need you to be ſo per- 
plexed? ſaid Francion, He who was ſet in the chair is fled away, and the de- 
ſire which I had to reſt my ſelf, did make me to take his place. | 

The Porters were then checked for their ne ce, and they were com- 
manded to goe forth again to look out the old Incendiary, who not long after- 
wards was apprehended, and put into the hands of Juſtice , and condemned to 
be hanged ; which-aceordingly was put in execution; and from that day he 
was cured of his Gout, and all his other maladies. 

As for Fr anciov, they did let him goe whither he pleaſed, without any di- 
ſturbance. He conſidered with himſelf a long time, it it were his beſt courſe to 
return to the — * or not, and at the laſt he reſolved not to go thither any 
more, and all his thoughts reflecting upon Nays, he did not regard to perform 
chat which he had promiſed to Iocumda, becauſe the enjoyment of her had ta- 
ken away that little paſſion which he had for her. By this mearis that Maid 
was juſtly puniſhed for abandoning her ſelf to a;Man, of whom ſhe had no 
more knowledge , and who did goe away from her, without bidding her 
Farewell, or taking the leaſt care for her. She ought for the time to come, to be 
tircumſpect how ſhe contracted ſach uncertain loves. As for Fraxcion,we can- 
not find that any misfortune did befall him, out of which be was not releaſed, 
for although he committed ſome faults, yet he never deſiſted to have an inglina- 
tion unto vertue, and God will not loſe or deſtroy thoſe, who one day will 
become vertuous. | 
Having uo more affeRtion to the pleaſures of the Country, Francion reſol. 
ved to repair to Lyons , to borrow ſome moneys there, to put himſeff into an 


equi- 
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equipage to follow his former adventures. The ſirſt man whom in the way he 
did meet with, was a Souldier very empty of = ; hewas cloathed wich an 
old pair of Red breeches , and / with a leather doublet, which was very grea- 
fie. He demanded of him, If he would change cloaths with him ? and pro · 
miſed him ſome money over and above in advantage. The Souldier agreed 
wich him, and for a httle money did renounce his Nobility, to take upon 
him the habit of a Peaſant, ' Framus began to udmire himielf in this goodly 
attire, which did pleaſe him more than any other and having bought the Sword 
alſo of this gallant Warrier, he was much troubled how to wear it, becauie the 
Souldier would not fell his Belt; for, he ſaid, be would reſcrve that, to ſerve him 
always as a Witneſle that he came from the Wars; there being abroad in 
the world many ſuch Companions,who having fold their Mu+ kers, do content 
themſelves to carry their Ref#s with them. | 

Francion at the jaſt remembring that he had about bim a great leather thong 
with which he did rye and lead his dogg when heretofore” he performed the 
Office ofa Shepherd, did think good to make uſe of it, and did carry hi tword 
in that, as in a ſcarf. He had a Hat with a narrow brim, and picked at the top, 
made after an antick faſhion, which pleaſed him very highly. His journy was 
long, he therefore travelled ſometimes oa horſeback , and ſometimes on foot, 
according to the occaſions which he found, but his diligeace made ajl the diſ- 
patch that poſſibly it could, and he expended not any mony, bur with great 
wiſdom and moderation. I w* pot tell you whether in bis way he travelled 
over Rivers, or over Mouncalts'Se paſſed through Cities or Towns, Lam 
not in the humor to buſy my ſelf with thoſe particulate. You may obſerve 
that I have not repreſented to you in what place N. yr was at the Vite, whe- 
ther it were at Panfu, or any other place; neither have I given you the 
Name of the Fortreſſe where Francien was a Priſoner , nor of the Village 
where he was a Shepherd, or of the Ciry where /ocx»dafived. It is a ſign T 
have no deſire you ſhould know it; becauſe I do not name it to you. Let us 
content our ſelves that Fraxc:on, after the travel of certain days , did lodge at 
a Village not far from Lyons, and the next day being Sunday, he came 
early in the morning to a Town more near unto it. Every one was then at 
Church to hear Maſſe ſaid. Finding none at the Inne to give him wherewich 
to refreſh himſelf, he determined with himſelf to fit under the great Elm in 
the Churchyard, which did grant him a favourable ſhade, and to ſtay there un- 
til they did come out of the Church. One of the T own having ſome buſineſſe 


to perform more than the reſt, or being more haſty to eat his Dinner, did firſt 


of all come forth, and paſſing by Franciow, did take him for one of thoſe Trum- 
pets, who after the Wars are ended do go up and down the Villages to fell 
Drugge, and (hew:juggling tricks by the virtue of Hocxs Pecus. You Trum- 
peter, ſaid he, What have you co ſell there? The moſt excellent druggs in the 
World, ſaid Frencion, who immediatly apprehended what he was taken to be; 
they cure all manner of Diſeaſes: I make knowing thoſe who are ignorant, I 
make rich, in a ſhort time, the pooreſt men in the World. Where have you 
pur them, ſaid the Peaſant, 1 ſee neither Cloak-bagg nor Portmantua? Thou 
art a Clown, replyed Francses, T hiakeſt thou that my Merchandi-e is like to 
that of other men? No, no, It is not made of the ſame Ingredients, It hath 
nothing viſible in it, I do carry it in my head. Pronouncing theſe words in a 
grave and ſerious manner, the Peaſant believed that he did-jpeak the truth, and 
forgetting all his other Imployments, he would have the honour in the firſt 
pace to acquaint all thoſe of the Town with the News of this ſo rare Mounte- 
ank, who did know, and could do all ching. Every one ot them had the 
Curioſity to ſee him, and the Maſs was no ſooner ended, but he was incompaſ- 
ſed round about with perſons of all ages. 
Being obliged to act the Mountebꝭ ak, when he ſaw himſelf invironed =_ 
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ſuch a multitude, he reſolved to make a pleaſant ule of the opportunity which 


was and putting himſelf into a good humor, he began to utter a thou · 
ſand — — chem with.- When he obſerved that bis Audi - 


tors did give him a favourable attentioꝶ to underſtand whither his Diſcourſe 
would tend, he made this Orationto them. 

My good People, Take notice that I am none of thoſe Impoſtors who run up 
and down the Country, and ſell you Oyls and Balſoms that will take away all 
Evils, and nevertheleſſe help not one, I will furniſh you wich divers. I am 
more full of knowledge than the illuſtrious Tabarin, whom who is there al - 
moſt who hath not ſeen in theſe flouriſhing Cities of France d I call my ſelf a 
Phyſician, and am rather a Profeſſor, than a maker of Medicins ; According to 
the Diſeaſes which 1 find, I do either preſcribe Phyſick, or I do make it my ſelf. 
Moreover, (my dear friends) There is another kind of Merchandiſe which 1 
do bear in my brain, have ſo much Underſtanding and Spirit, that I can fell 
ſome of it to others: I diſtribute to all men apprehenſion, ſubtilty, and wiſ- 
dom. Mark me well, he that looks upon me, let him know, chat I am deſcens 
ded ofa Race, where all the male Children are conſtantly Prophets ; So were 
my Father, & my Grandfather:but alas they underſtood nothing at all in com- 
pariſon of me, I have my own knowledge by Nature, beſides that which they 
have taught me. If I would my felf, I ſhould alwayes be at the elbows of 
Kings; dut I prefer liberty above riches ; It js more meritorious for me, and 
I ſerve God better by going from Town . to aſſiſt all man- 
ner of Perſons, than to continue ſtill in o t or City. Iwill not trou- 
ble my ſelf to relate ſome odde Story to you, according to the antient Cuſtom, 
to ſtir up your Attention by Laughter, It becometh not a man of my Learnin 
to be ſo great a Buffian. Let thoſe who have need of my Counſel in their af 
fairs —— unto me one by one, to my own Lodging. I can inform young Lo- 
vers if their Miſtreſſes be Maids, or not, I can inform Husbands if their Wives 
have made them Cuckolds, or not. For the ordinary Diſeaſes of your 
Bodies, I will diſcourſe further of them too morrow, when I ſhall come upon 
this place again. 

As he ſpoke thoſe words, the Peaſants did ſo throng about him, that a Lev- 
ret could not paſſe between their leggs. T hey leer'd upon him with glances of 
higheſt approbation, and made of admiration , liſtning moſt atten- 
tively to what he ſaid ; and becauſe they did believe bim, they did not dare to 
enquire any thing of him. Every one imagined that if he ſhould make it ap- 
pear before others that he ſuſ his Wife had made him a Cuckold, they 
would undoubtedly believe that he was one, and would ever afterwards laugh 
at him. Thoſe who deſired to be ſatisfied in that particular, did determine 
with themſelves to ask him in privat ſome other time concerging it, and the 
Lovers were of the ſame adviſe to underſtand the chaſtity of their Miſtreſſes: 
But to make trial of the knowledge of the Mountebank in other particulars, 
divers queſtions were openly propounded to him. Maſter ( ſaid a Waggo- 
ner) Tell me ſome Invention, by the practiſe of which I never may want mo- 
ney. Travel perpetually, ( replyed Francion ) for thoſe who will pay thee 
well. Lend nothing to thoſe who have.not a deſire to reſtore it, and every 
day in a hole which thou ſhalt make in the ground, bury one Sens, and thou 
ſhalt find there at the end of the year Three hundred ſixty and five ; But the 
Waggoner (who had an acute deſire to ſhew himſelf to be as witty and frolick 
as the Mountebank) ſaid unto him, Maſter, Since a few ſeeds of Corn ſown in 
my ground, do bring me ſo many ears full laden, will you adviſe me to ſow as 
many Crowns? If I ſhould ſow them, tell me, I pray. What would they 
produce? They would produce Thieves ( ſaid Francia who would come 
to digg them up. , / 

here was at the ſame time a Peaſant who faid unto him, I have been late- 


ly 
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ly married to a young Woman who doth nothing elſe but follow me, I would 
fain know for what it is? It is becauſe thou before, laid Franciom. To 
all ſuch fooliſh Gant pg ſuddenly returned the like anſwers , which made 
the Peaſants langh z for ſu h entertainment was proper for uch perſons. Bat 
Hunger prevail.ng on him, he deſired the Company to give him leave to 
go to Dinner, and adviſed them to come afterwards to the Tavern, 
where he would endeavgur to ſatis fie them all concerning that which they 
deſired of him. : 

The Taverner, who was preſent, did conduct him to his Houſe, and leaving 
the Company of his Wife, did come to take his repaſt with him. When the 
were both together, and no other wich them, he laid unto him, I have a Wite 
which is fair enough, as you your ſelf behold, 1 have had alwayes in my mind 
an Imagination that ſhe bath made me a Cuckold, Deliver me, I beſeech you, 
from this unquietneſſe of Spirit. I will, ſaid Fraxciow, you appear to me to be 
a brave man, and it is moſt fic that you ſhould know how the affair doth ſtand 
in that particular; This Ever ing, goirg to Bcd, tell her you have underſtood 
from me, chat before too morrow morning all Cuckolds ſhould be turned into 
Doggs ; Obſerve what the doth ſay, and moreover what ſhe doth thereupon, 
and you and I will adviſe together ot the reſt. 

The Taverner did content himſelf with this Counſel,and did ſpeak no more 

unto him, when immediatly there entred into the room a Company of Pea - 
ſants, to be reſolved of Fraxc:ox in ſome doubfull points concerning their aſ- 
fairs. There were young Men who came unto him to demand if their Miſtreſ- 
ſes had their Maidenheads. He enquired after their Names, and the Names 
of the Maids, and having made a little pauſe thereupon, he told to ſome that 
their Miſtreſſes had loſt their Maidenheads, and to others, that t hey had ſtill 
preſerved the flower of their Virginity, accordingly as it came to his Fancy. 
As ſoon as they were gone, there entred a good old Farmer, who did take him 
aſide, and faid unto him, Sir, I am very much perplexed, My Daughter hath 
acquainted her Mother that ſhe is great with child, and ſhe doth not know by 
whom; If we knew who it were, we would cauſe him to marry her if he were a 
rich manz and if he were not,we would cauſe him to be puniſhed; My Wife and 
I were for a certain time abroad ina Pilgrimage, In the mean time, ſhe did ly 
alone in our Chamber, and ſhe cannot tell who it was that came to raviſh her 
Maidenhead from her, He that did force it from her would not ſpeak a word. 
Francioz made anſwer, It is very likely it was one of your Servants; I do con- 
ceive ſo too, {aid the Peaſant, but there are ſix of them, two Ploughmen, two 
Tilemakers, a Shepherd, and a Swineherd, to whom of theſe ſhall 1 addreſſe 
my ſelf? tell me Sir, I beſeech you, what I ſhall do in this Caſe. Francion re- 
plyed unto him, Do you and your Wife lie this Night out of your Lodging, 
and let your Daughter ſleep n the ſame Bed in which ſhe loſt her Maidenfead, 
and let che door be no more locked than it was at that time. He who already 
hach been familiar with her, will come again to viſit her without doubt; and 
if he will not yet ſpeak, ſhe ſhall mark him on the forhead with a certain mix · 
ture which 1 ſhall give her: che mark will not ſo ſuddenly go out, but the next 
morning you may diſcover it very plainly, and by this means you may diſco- 
ver who it was. 

After that Frencion bad ſpoke thoſe words he entreated the Peaſant to leave 
him for a little time. that he might prepare his drug. He took Lamb-black, 
which he mingled with Oyl, and afterwards brought to him, ſaying, that his 
Daughter with chat ought to mark the forhead of the man who came to lie 
wich her. The Peaſant returned home, and communicated the affair to his 
Wife, who did agree to all that which he deſired. After that, he departed 
with his Wife from his own houſe, and repaired toa Friends houſe in the 

Neighbouring Village, where be reſolved to ſup, and to lodge there — 
nig c. 
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night, Night being come, his Daughter did goe to Bed in he! o Chamber; 


and did not make tait the door with the bolt. Her Fathers ſix ſervants were in 
the Chamber directly over againſt it. They were all aſlerp byr the Shepherd, 
who was he that had before been too familiar with her; He was inamoured on 
her, and ſeeing an occaſion as inviting and propitious as ever to lye with her, 
he determined with himſelf co go unto her, and riſing from his own bed, be ſott- 
ly opened the door, and came to the Bed of his Miſtrefſe 

The expeRation and deſign which ſhe had, did hinder, her from fleep, fo 
that hearing him to approach, ſhe prepared her ſelf to perform that which ſhe 
was commanded ; As he indeavoured to kiſſe her and imbtace her, ſhe did 
thruſt him back with one hand, and with one of the fingers of her other hand, 
which ſhe had dipped inthe oyl, ſhe touched his Forehead, and afterwards 
was not ſo carefulll to defend her ſelf thinking that ſhe had done enough. In 
the firſt reſpite after their imbraces, having her judgement more free tkan in 
the time of pleaſure , ſhe deſired him to confeſſe unto her who he was, and aſ- 
ſured him that he could get nothing by concealing himſelf, for the Mounte- 
banck who is now inthe Town, and knows every thing that is done, would 
on the next morning diſcover him unto hef. She ſaid unto him, whetefore doe 
you not ſpeak unto me? How would you have me to love you, when I cannot 
know who you are ? He then confeſſed to her that he was the Shepherd, and 
did repreſent unto her how entirely he did love her. O Lord, ſaid ſhe, 
I would you had ſpoken to me a little ſooner, I would not have marked you as 
I now have done, you have a mark on your Forehead which will not ſuddenly 
be wiped away, and too morrow my Father wilt know by it, that you have 
lain with me, you xnow that he doth not love you, and will never give way 
that we ſhall be marryed together, he will cauſe you to be puniſhed 57 Juſtice 
for which I ſhall be extremely ſorry , for I always loved you above any other, 
although | never did expreſſe as much unto you. I thank you for your good 
will, ſaid the Shepherd, and I muſt beſeech you to continue it; But give me 
that drug I pray, with which you have rubbed my Forehead , and 1 will ſo 
order it, that your Father ſhall not know who it was that lay with you. The 
Girl thereupon did put into his hand a little pot, where the Black waz, and he 
anointed one of his Fingers with it, and going into the Chamber of his Com- 
panions, who were all aſleep, he marked che Forehead of every one of them. 
Having done that, he came again to bed to his Miſtrefſe , with whom he paſ- 
{ed away that Night. - 

The day no ſooner appeared, but the Maſter of the lodging arrived, who 
deſiring to know if he could diſcover him who had lain with his Daughter, he 
cauſed all his Servants to come before him, and having looked upon , 20 all, 
he was amazed to ſee all their Foreheads marked with black , whereupon in a 
great choler he did goe unto his Daughter, and ſaid unto her, If all thoſe 


who have their Foreheads coloured with Black have Iiin with thee this Night, 


there was never the Daughter of a Husbandman that hath been more ſoundly 
occupied than thy ſelf. She did proteſt unto him, that there came but one un- 
to her, againſt whom ſhe could bave well defended her ſelf, but then ſhe could 
never have diſcovered him, and ſhe knew not bow the reſt came to beſo mark- 
ed. All the remedy which the honeſt Peaſant had, was to have recourle a- 
gain unto the Mountebanck ,and to acquaint him with that which had arrived, 
and to know of him in this Caſe whatExpedient he had to uſe. Franc ios havin 

a little while conſulted on it, did fay unto him, Return home with all che ſpecs 
you can, and cauſe all your Servants again to come before him, and obſerve if 
there be not any one amongſt them who hath one of his Fingers black, It is he 
wichout doubt who hath lain with your Daughter. He made all the haſt he 
could to his own houſe, and having looked on all their hands, he found that 
there was not any one of them that had a black finger but the Shepherd only. 
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Ha, ſaid he, It is thou then who haſt diſhonoured my houſe, I will cauſe thee 
to be apprehended, and, being condemned by ſuſtice, to be hanged, What a 
moſt impudent knave art thou, when ſhe was aſleep, to violate the Daughter 
of thy Maſter. Speaking thoſe words, he did take the Shepherd by the Collar, 
and commanded that the reſt of his Servants ſhould le y hold on him to carry 
him to priſon, bur the Shepherd ſaid unto him, Ah good Maſter, It is true 
that 1 have lain with your Daughter, I cannot deny it, It is as true alſo that 
the firſt time that 1 did come unto her, ſhe was aſleep, but immediatly after- 
wards ſhe did awake, and petmitted me quietly to accompliſh what I was a- 
bout to doe, ſo that you cannot affirm that I did force her, for thoſe of her 
age, and of ſuch a patience too, cannot properly be ſaid to be raviſhed. 

As he did ſpeak this, The Mother, the Uncle, and the Aunt of the Daughter 
arrived, who being advertiſed of the fact, did perſwade the furious Father to 
be pacified,repreſenting to him that Marriages were made in heaven before they 
were celebrated upon Earth, and that without doubt Heaven had ordained 
that this Shepherd ſhould marry his Daughter; they declared that he was a 
thriving young Man, and that of neceſſity he muſt marry them together to re- 
dreſſe —— fault, if it were any fault at all. The buſineſſe was fo well diſputed, 
that on the very ſame day the accord was made, to the great contentment of 
both parties, and the Father declaring the admirable inventions which the 
Mountebanck had taught him, to diſcover him who had defloured his Daugh - 
ter, did determine with himſelf to give him many thanks, and a round re- 
ward. 

While theſe things did ſo happily fall out, the knowledge and the Fortune 
of Fraucion had yet another effect. His Hoſt, who would prove the chaſtity of 
his Wife, did ſeek after that which he deſired not to know, and going to 
Bed, he failed not to put his counſell into practice. He ſaid unto his Wife, 
Sweet- heart, you do not know what ſtrange news I have heard. Why ! what is 
it, ſaid ſhe, Is it not poſſible for me to be partaker of it? No, No, replyed he, 
you are too great a Pratler. Upon my Faich, ſaid ſhe, I will not ſpeak a word, 
will you not cell me? will you not? well I ſee now you do not love me, you 
know I can conceal any Secret, Say you ſo? replyed he, and that is yery 
ſtrange. Well! 1will tell you, but be you aſſured that you ſpeak not of it. 
The Mountebanck hath aſſured me, that all the Cuckolds in the Town ſhall 
before Day break be metamorphoſed into Dogs. Is that all? ſaid ſhe, why 
what need you care, you are not one. The Hoſt muttered to her between his 
Teeth, I know it well enough, nevertheleſſe we ought to have a fellow fee- 
ling with thoſe who are our Neighbours. His Wife purſuing the diſcourſe, did 
ſay unto him, Howloever it be, we ought not to believe ſuch an ungifted 
Prophet as he is; He never doth foretell Holydays unto us, but when they 
are already come; do not you ſleep the worſe for him; for my ſelf, I cannot 
yet have the leiſure to go to Bed ſo ſoon, I muſt go down and heat the Oven, 

our Servant being but newly come knows not well how to do it. She did 

peak theſe words to take an occaſion to go out of doors, and inſtead of going 
to heat the Oven, ſhe did goe to the Churchyard, where all her female Neigh- 
bours were aſſembled. It was impoſſible for her to hold her Tongue, ſhe 
therefore diſcovered to them what ber Husband had imparted to her. They 
were all amazed at the tydings, and immediatly every one of them 
made haſt co declare it to all thoſe Women who were of their acquaintance, ſo 
that in a Moment the whole Town was full of the news. 


The Taverners wife going afterwards to Bed to her Husband, did with much 


impatience attend the break of day, to perceive what would arrive unto him; 
As ſoon as it was light, ſhe did riſe, and caking the Coverlet from his Face, ſhe 
obſerved if he had his accuſtomed ſhape. When ſhe beheld that he was ſtill a 
Man, ſhe let him alone, being unwilling to wake him, and did make her 
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ſelf ready to go down to follow her Imployment. But preſently afterwards 
her Husband awaking, and remembring the counſel which on the night before 
the Mountebank had given him, he reſolved with himſelt ro make tryal of it, 
and did counterfeit the voice of a Dogg. His Wife, who ( to ſpeak the truth ) 
did at that time moſt entirely love him, hearing him to bark like a Maſtiff, be- 
ing affrighted to hear that noiſe, did fall down at the feet of the Bed, and with 

her hands liſted up, did begin to cry out, Oh good God! For two poor faults 
only muſt my poor Husband be turned into a Dogge? He immediately did 
ariſe, and ( although the manner of her Complaint was enough to ſoften any 

heart) be did beat her ſoundly, ſaying to her, No, No, It is not I who ſhall 
be turn'd into a Dogg, God doth not puniſh Husbands for the offences of 
their Wives, It is you who ſhall be transformed into a Bitch, or a She-wolf, 
or into any other Beaſt, if there be any more ravenous and ſenſual than that. 
Have you twice indeed made a forfeit of your Honor ? Tell me how; in what 
place, and with whom? Dear Husband, ſaid ſhe, If you will promiſe to par. 
don me, I will conceal nothing from you. Yes, replyed he, I do pardon thee; 
but tell me all, and have a care that you commit not the (ame fault any more, 
She ſaid unto him, About eight days after we were married, you may remem- 
ber that there was a young Lord who lived in this Village, who was a brave 
Companion, and did come to court me; he declared to me that Women of 
the City were not ſo ſtupid as thoſe in the Country, and that they refuſed no- 
thing which was demanded of them, and that I being young and handſom 
ought to do the ſame, to = favonr and eſtimation amongſt Gentlemen of fa- 
ſhion. He thereupon did come to kiſſe me, and did proceed further, without 
any reſiſtance; for I had a deſire to repreſent unto h im, that I had proficed 
by his Inſtructions, and I believed it was a diſcourteous part to deny him any 
thing. So with him I paſſed the firſt paſſeʒbut not long afterwards the Groom of 
his Chamber having incountred me in a Dark Entry, when he would have made 
much of me, I ſhewed not my ſelf ſo eaſie tu him. He thought that it was op- 
portunity which made a Thief, and that being both where none could ſee us, 
I would permit my ſelf to be abuſed by him; but I knew well enough how to 
ſay unto him, Go, get you gone, you are not your Maſter, Do you think that 
any one will give that liberty unto you, as unto bim? Since I have under- 
ſtood ſufficiently, that I ſhould give no admiſſion at all, either unto Ma- 
ſter, or toMan, and my Innocence was the Companion of my Youth. 
Neverthele ſſe there being Souldiers here one day who ranſacked the houſe 
when you were in the City, there was one of them who ſaid unto me, Of two 
things I muit needs have one, 1 muſt either take away all your Hens, or lie 
with you. 1 had rather that he ſhould lie with me, becauſe I would not incurr 
your diſpleaſure ; for if he had taken away the Poultry, you would have per- 
ceived it, but you could never perceive if he did lie. with me or not: for in that 
Theft nothing is taken away, nor is there any thing put out of its place. You 
ſee here (my Husband ) how I have failed twice, but in my own judgement, ĩt 
is not worthy of your puniſhment, It is a common ſaying, that the firſt fault 
deſerveth admonition, and the ſecond ought to be pardoned ; and that the 
third only, and thoſe which follow afterwards, are to pay for all. You do well 
to pardon, becauſe I have not offended thrice. In good time ( ſaid her Hus- 
band) but Miſtreſſe, I would have you know, that twice is enough to make a 
Man a Cuckold; he indeed who hath on his forehead bur one point of the 
Horn, cannot properly be ſaid to be Cornuted ; for he muſt have there bath 

ends thereof who is a Cuckold of the right ſtamp. But Husband ( ſaid the 

Wife) you muſt underſtand, chat he is no Cuckold, who doth not think him- 

ſelf to be one; and ſince I was ſo ſimple when I offended againſt the Laws of 
Marriage, that I did not conceive to make you a Cuckold, yon are not one in 

effect. There is another thing of which } have heard wiſe men to ſpeak,When 
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a Woman hath a deſire to make her Husband a Cuckold, although it ſhould 
never come to effect yet is he ſtill to be ranked amongſt the number of Cuc- 
kolds ; but on the contrary, if ſhe ſhould loſe that deſire, and love none but 
only her Husband, he is no longer to be reputed to be one; Otherwiſe, Why 
ſhould that blemiſh ſtill continue, when the Occaſions, and all Inducements 
chereunto, are happily vaniſhed 2 Shall an old Man be ſtill a Cuckold when his 
Wife is full of age, and witherd as himſelf? Her Husband did approve her rea- 
ſons, and for the time to come did reſolve with himſelf to live in peace and love 
with ſo wiſe a Woman. 

The other Women, who by the common report had been advertiſed that all 
Cuckolds ſhould be metamorphoſed into Doggs, did much perplex themſelves 
about it, eſpecially thoſe who had too careleſſy forfeited their honour. T hey 
could not ſleep all that night, & ceaſed not to feel if the hair were come all over 
their Husbands, & if cheir ears were not longer, and more pendent than before; 
There were ſome who were not ſo ſecret, but acquainted their Husbands with 
what they heard; who obſerving that they fear*d they ſhould be metamorpho- 
ſed, did from thence conjecture, that their Wives were not ſo chaſt as they ought 
to have been, & did beat them ſo ſoundly, that chey had not afterwards a de fire 
to be circumvented by the fair Language of their Wanton Lovers;Nevertheleſs, 
they knew not what wel to believe concerning the prophecy of the Mountebank; 
for they all cook him to be a Man of great —— & experience, and it being 
Holyday, every one with impatience attended the hour to ſee him come upon 
the place. Francion, to content himſelf, had imployed all that night in making 
Unpuents with Butter and Bees-wax, and Oyl, and the juyce of ſome herbs, 
with other Ingredients, and reſolved with himſelf to diſtribute them, and to 
take good mony for them, of which at that time he was in great Neceſſity: 
He had learned how to compoſe Druggs by the books which he had read on- 
ly for curioſity ; and to ſpeak the truth, his Medicaments did conduce rather 
unto Good than to Evil; for he would not perſcribe any thing, but with de- 
liberation and judgement. It was quite croſſe to his deſires, that this frolick 
adventure of his ſhould procure damage unto any one, but he endeavoured ra- 
ther to render himſelf profitable to all, as in effect whatſoever we have ſeen him 
do in this Village, did afford more pleaſure than prejudice. 

The Hour being come in which he was to appear in publick, he cauſed all his 
Merchandiſe to be carried in a great box on the place by a little boy. He would 
have been glad to have been accomodated with a Gittern to delight his ſpecta- 
tors, & to counterfeit a Mountebanł in the beſt manner that he could: but there 
being not a Gittern in the Ton, he entertained them with a Diſcourſe which 
plealed them better than Muſick. He made no mention at all of the Cuckolds 
that ſhould have been transformed into Doggs; for the Women who were 
jealous of the event, and ſound the error ot, did now laugh that report into 
ſcorn. The Otation which he made to commend the excellence of his Druggs 
was hardly begun, but behold there came into that place a Man on Horſeback, 
who having ned to him a little time, and well obſerved him, did alight, and 

cleaving through the Preſſe he did approach unto him, and kiſſing his Thigh, 
he ſaid unto him, Ah my good Maſter | In what an equipage are you here ? 
How glad am I chat | have found you again? Frazcion knew well enough, 
when ever he diſcerned him, that it was the Groom of his Chamber, but he 
was not yet pleaſed to ſpeak anto him; and having ſaluted him with a little 
Ceremony, he only faid unto him, Wichdraw your ſelf, We by and by will 
diſcourſe together. Give me leave a little to content theſe honeſt people. Im- 
mediatly he did fall again on the Commendation of his Druggs, and to diſtri» 
bute them to thoſe who did defire them. Some of thera he ſold for one Sons, 
and ſome for two. He took as much as was needfull for every Drugg, which 
with a knife he did put upon a Paper; and to make it apparent to the _ 
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his Druggs were good, he took ſome part thereof upon the point of a knife, 
and giving it to his Boy, he would ſay unto him, Go too, Sirrah, you are a 
good Boy, you ſhall have this licouriſh bit, and this, and this, and this; 
Nay, and this allo. That which is moſt excellent is in the bottom of all the 
Budget, the beſt is alwayes there, when you are a married Man, ask your Wife 
if it be not ſo. He had many other terms which the Mountebanks do uſe to 
allure and circumvent their Merchants, and the complacence of his geſtures 
did adde much grace to his Diſcourſe ; inſomuch that Petroni us, who was the 
N Groom of his Chamber, was never more aſtoniſned; and having conſidered 
with himſelf the Repulſe he gave him, could not well be perſwaded that it was 
his Maſters voice : But at laſt, all che Confections being ſold, he abandoned 
the Company, and entertained Patronius with the teſtimonies of an Incompa- 
rable Joy. The Aſſembly of the Peaſants being diſperſed , they repaired to 
their Inne to repoſe themſelves. Francios demanded of Petronius in the firſt 
place, where were all his Servants * He made anſwer , that after the loſſe of 
their Maſter they were all departed to ſeek their fortunes, believing that be 
had been dead ; and as for himſelf, he ceaſed not to ſeek after him, as well in 
France; as in Italy, and if he hadſaot now met with him, he would have gon a- 
gain to Rome to ſee if he could there find him out. 

Fraxcion did briefly declare unto him all his adventures, which did wonder- 
fully aſtoniſh him, and aſſuring bim that he languiſhed with a deſire to be at 
Rome to ſee again his Nays, he reſolved preſently to take horſe for Lyons, to 
ſupply himſelt with moneys to ſatis fie the expences of his Journy. Petronins 
aud unto him, That having loſt him, and not knowing what to do with his 
Horſes and his Baggage, de had ſold all, excepting one Horſe, and that he had 
ſtill about him the greateſt part of the money. Francios was very glad to 
hear that, and having received the moneys of him, he bought a little Nagg for 
Petronius in the ſame Village, and mounted himſelf on the other, and imme - 
diately departed, leaving all the Townſmen very highly ſatisfied. It was late 
before they could arrive at Lyons, ſo that Francion was not ſeen with that good- 
ly habit on his back. ö 

The next morning very early he did ſend for a Taylor, who did apparel him 
Cap- a- pea, he addreſſed himſelf alſo to a Money: merchant of his Acquain- 
tance, who promiſed to lend him as much money as he deſited, knowing well 
enough, chat he ſhould loſe nothiug by him. He demanded of him Letters of 
Change to receive money at Keme, and gave him others to ſend unto his 
Mother for the re-disburſement of the money which he was to borrow. Ha- 
ving thus put his affairs in order, he travelled the direct way towards Italy, be- 
ing attended by Petronius only, to whom he promiſed great Rewards for his 
Fidelity. He made ſuch a Diſpatch, that he minded not to take notice of what 
rare things were to be ſeenin the Towns which he paſſed thorough. He de- 
fired to ſee nothing but Nays, whoſe ſight he preferred above all that which 
is eſteemed moſt precious in this world. 

There fell not throughout the whole Courſe of his travels, any thing wor- 
thy to be recorded; For he had not the leiſure to regard the Towns as he tra- 
velled, nor to ſport himſelf wih thoſe Men hom he tid meet with in the way. 
It may be ſufficient to underſtand, that after the Journeys of many dayes he 
arrived at Rome, and took up his Lodgings in that place where the French 
have ordinarily their Reſidence; and fix dayes were not fully paſſed , before 
he was advertiſed of the arrival of Raymond and Dorini. He immediatly re- 
paired to ſalute them, and it may be well affirmed, that never in any Interview 
of Friends there was manifeſted ſo much true Joy, as at the meeting of theſe ; 
When Francis declared to them his adventures of a Shepherd, and of being 
a Mountebank, he did raviſh them all with admiration. O Lord ! (ſaid Deri- 
i How ſorry am I that we came no ſooner iato /ra!y ? We might poſſibly 

have 
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have received the news of your diſaſter, and we would not have left you in 
ſuch a bad condition. You deceive your ſelf, ſaid Francion, I ſhould be ſorry 
replyed Raymond, to have taken Francios from that eſtate of life wherein he 
was; He would not then have performed ſuch gallant things; They are fo 
rare, that I aſſure my ſelf he would _— moſt treely renounce the greateſt 
dignities to atchieve the like, you would have done him an injury as but in the 
imagination to have thought to have relieved him. You have reaſon ſo to ſay, 
ſaid Fraxciow, and truly I would not have lived otherwiſe than I have done, 
Nevertheleſſe, I will aſſure you, that even this courſe of life is at the beſt 
but a meerfolly and trifling vexation. It is true, ſaid Raymond, buttheſe follies 
are oftentimes of more worth than the moſt ſerious imployments of thoſe who 
govern Nations.Ifthey ſhould fall into the ſame diſaſters as you have done, they 
wonld have enough co endure them with che ſame conſtancy of Spirit, and to 
rejoyce and make ſport at the calamities which Fortune had prepared foryou. ; 
Let us abandon this diſcourſe, ſaid Francion, lt is not to me to whom ſuch 
praiſe doth belong. We are now in a Country whertithere is nothing of true 
merit bat Nays only ; Tell me Dorins, Have you. received no intelligence of 
her? She is undouhtedly in this City, ſaid Dor, 1 wili by and by addeefſe my 
ſelf unto her, ſor the love which I bear to you. Doriuis deed did jump, and over- 
take his words, and immediatly he departed to give a viſitation to his, Kinſwo- 
man, who had a houſe in R-me in which ſhe was more often than in herMannors 
in the Country. After their firſt Complements, he did ipeak unto ber of Flerian- 
dey , and demanded of her if the had not received the news of his death. She 
made anſwer, yes, and he purſuing his diſcourſe did ask her, if ſhe had not ſeen 
him whom he ſeat unto her in exchange of him, who was a Gentleman of no 
leſſe deſert. She made anſwer , that ſhe underſtood very well of whom he did 
intend to ſpeak, but he was, ſhe ſaid, a moſt inconſtant, and an ingratefull 
man, ſeeing, having received from her the woſt courteous entertainment in the 
world, he did forſake her without ſo much as bidding her Farewell, and had 
fince ſent her a barſh and anuncivil Letter. Dern defired to ſee the Letter, 
and having peruſed it, he aſſured her that it never came from Francion, for 
beſides he was too civil to have writren ſuch rude lines it was not his hand, I 
have Verſes, ſaid he, in my Pocket which are of his writing, you ſhall be wit- 
neſſe your ſelf F the hand be like unto it. But all this is nothing, from whence 
was it that he wrote this Letter to you? It is only an invention of his Rivals, 
who are jealous and revengefull ; you do believe that he hath forſaken you, 
when thoſe two wicked men did keep him priſoner. He hath been reduced for 
our ſake to extreme miſery, and hath been thrown down into the moſt 
ordid condition in the world , you ſhall hear the relation of it from his own 
mouth, He is now in this City with a reſolution to wait upon you, if you will 
give him permiſſion. Nays giving belief to the words of Doris, and deteſting 
in her heart the malice of Ergaſtus and Valerius, did throw the Letter into 
the fire which they had ſent unto her in the name of Francion. She declared to 
Dorini chat (he ſhould be very glad to ſee him. Dorins returned with this well- 
come news, which did render unto Francion an intire contentment. Th 
made haſt co dinner to give a viſit to her in the afternoon , and did afterwar 
with Reymord go altogether to wait upon her. Raymond, who before had ne- 
ver ſeen her, did much admire her, and found her to be far more beautifull 
than in her picture ſhe was repreſented to be, and the others who had ſeen ber 
before, did acknowledge that her perfections increaſed with her years. Dorins 
ſaid unto her, Madam, behold here the braveſt Cavalliers of France, who have 
forſaken their own Countries to pay homage to your beanties. Thereupon 
Raymond and Fraxcion did begin their Complements , which the fair Marchio- 
neſſe did anſwer according to the terms of her ordinary courtefie. Fraxcien 
had a great deſire to take her aſide, = declare unto her the miſeries 1 — 
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love had made him ſuffer for her, in his abſence, but he thought it unmannerly 
to deprive his friends of the ſight of that beautifuſl Lady. Dori»s immediatly 
did recite unto her the Adventures which he paſſed in his Impriſonment, and 
afterwards he ſeeing himſelf obliged to ſecond the narration, his Miſtreſſe be- 
ing preſent, who was the principal occaſion thereof, did repeat them himſelf, 
he did lively deſcribe the miſeries ot his Priſon, and the poverty in which he 
was being a Shepherd, but he had a care not to ipeak at alt of his ſeveral loves 
at that time, for fear it ſhould be diſpleaſing unto Nays. He diſguiſed ſome 
things as much as poſſibly he could , and added co the confirmation of others, 
which made the whole ſtory the more agreeabie z Bur above all he criumphed 
when he was to ſpeak how he did perſonate the Mountebanck, for he repreſented. 
that perſon in the ſame words, and the ſame geſtures, as he did act it on the 
Stage himſelf, which was fo pleaſing unto Nays, that ſhe profeſſed ſhe never 
did hear any thing that conveyed a more abſolute content unto her, ſo that in 
ſome ſort ſhe could not be angry at the treachery of Ergaſtus and Valerius, 
which was the cauſe of ſo many ſucceſſefull adventures. It is in this ſenſe that 
the Philoſophers do give thanks to Fortune for the miſeries ſhe hath ſent unto 
them, becauſe ſhe gives them thereby an occaſion to illuſtrate their merit, and 
make Poverty the Inſtrument of their Virtues. | 

Dorini was advertiſed that Francion would be revenged of the two Rivalls, 
but he aſſured him it were better not to waken an Injury, which had already 
ſlept ſo long, and that Ergaſtws being returned to Venice, and Valerius to his 
Country houſe, becauſe they were weary in the purſute of a beauty which they 
could not obtain, it was better to leave them with that remorſe of Conſcience, 
which the guilty do indure. He could not make them ſubmit unto him withour 
ingaging all the world concerning that which was paſſed, and Francion deſired 
not to have it known that he was in priſon, or that he was afterwards conftrai- 
ned to live like a Peaſant. 

Although theſe things were taken for gallantries, and agreeable adventures, 
yet he forgat not moſt paſſionately to declare himſelf, and to inſiſt moſt of all 
on the unquietneſſe of his Soul being ſeparated from Nays, but his proteſtation 
was ſo well underſtood, that at this time it paſſed only for an indifferency. 
After diverſe intertainments theſe brave Cavalliers did take their leave of her, 
and returned to take their reſts in the houſe where they were lodged. 

On the next morning, as they were at Breakfaſt, It was told them, that two 
French Gentlemen were at the Gate, who deſired to ſpeak with Francicn, He 
did give order to let them in, and was amazed to fee young B«5ſſon, and one 
named Auiebert, who was of his own Country; he did courteouſly ſalute 
them, and having told Buiſſon that he was a Man of his promiſe, he would 
know of Audebert how they met together; Audebert made anſwer to him, that 
be ing both at Lyons, they did there meet, and ever ſince did not part from 
one another, and that it was above a Month ſince they came to Rowe. But 
there is one thing more, ſaid Hui ſſon, It ſeems to me that Heaven ordained to 
cauſe all you beſt friends to come hither to be the witneſſes of all your gallant 
atchievements. Aude bert hath not yet told you, that 1 have brought along 
with me a brave man, who boaſteth to have been ſometimes your Schoolmaſter, 
He is one of the Oracles of theſe times, and doth at every word vomit his 
Greek and Latine: Who is that? ſaid Fraxcios; who? ſaid Aadebert, Have 
you not heard of the incomparable Herten ſias? Horienſim! ſaid Francion , 
and cryed out, O God, how well might I ſay as Philip of Macedon, when in 
org, inſtant he received the news of two Victories, O Fortune, ſend me but 4 
little ſorrow to qualifie the exceſſe of ſo much happineſſe. Was it not enough 
that I muſt underſtand of the coming of Audebert whom I have known from 

my Youth, and of Biſſon whoſe humour doth in finitely pleaſe me, but I muſt 
be informed that Hortenſius is alſo here? That Hertenſiu I do mean, who is 
King 
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King of all che brave Spirits in the Vaiverſity of Pars. O moſt happy 
Adventure ! But my dear Friends, tell me, How comes it about that 
he is now in Rowe? He was not well pleaſed to continue any longer in 
Paris , ſaid Audebert. He believed that his elaborate Vigillations 
were not well recompenced ; ſo that hearing I was determined to goe 
into Icaly, he was reſolved to accompany. me. But why ( faid Fran 
cion) came not he along with you to ſee me? Doth he think to 
do here, as when he was in Frexce? At Paris he would always obſcure 
himſelf from me; and if by chance he did meet me in the Streets, he would 
ive me but a ſlight ſalucation, without ſpeaking to me at all. He muſt not do 
io here. It is the Cuſtom of the French to viſit one another. It is requiſite that 
we ſhould wait upon him. He hath always (ſaid Andeberr) been ſomething 
afraid of you, and I believe it is, becauſe he conceiveth that you are of a lively, 
and a frolick humor, and do make ſport with him; but I have ſo prevailed up- 
on him, that he hath almoſt loſt that conceit. and the reaſon why he came not 
along with us at this preſent, is, becauſe you know he is very ceremonious, and 
withall, he is but poorly apparelled ; and beſides all this, he muſt ſtudy ſome 
new Complements to ſalute you, for, having not ſeen you a long time, this firſt 
Interview mult needs be remarkable. You do him wrong (replyed Francion) 
he hath a Spirit promot enough to ſpeak to me without any preparation, But 
tell me, By what means gained you che acquaintance of ſo illuſtrious a perſo- 
nage? That indeed deſerves to be accounted to you, (ſaid Audebert) and if 
you have the leiſure to hear it, I will declare it to you. Frexcion having then 
aſſured him that he was ready to lend an ear to whatſoever he ſhould ſay, 
SRgWIng chat he would ſpeak nothing that would appear either tedious or 
iſagreeable) he cauſed him to fit down, and all choſe who were preſent did 
the like. 
As I was at Paris ( ſaid Audebert) to paſs away my time in all ſorts of com- 
any, I did fee almoſt every day two Poets of the Court, one of them was cal» 
led Saluſt, and the other Eſeluſet, they were both of them good Companions. 
Saluſt one day had a deſire to tranſlate into French the fourth Eclogue of Vir- 
gil; bur becauſe.he did not perfectly underſtand the Latin tongue, and could 
not perform the work, but only by conferring it with ſome old Tranſlations, 
he determined with himfelf to communicate it to ſome learned Man. 
A Printer, one of his friends, did make mention to him of Horten, and 
told him moreover, that he was very skilltull in the Greek and Latin Tongues, 
and that oftentimes he did write very well in French, and had many Tranſla- 
tions extant, and did himſelf compoſe very good Verſes. S4/uit had a deſire 
to ſee him, although he had no acquaintance with him, and declared to E/- 
cluſet with what Complements he would accoſt him. Eſc/sſes did ſo much 
eſteem whatioever Saluſt wrote, that he did keep the Copies of all his works. 
He had the Eclogue already written, and he came to me, and deſired me alſo 
to tranſcribe it, aſſuring me, that ic would be a happy Prologue for a gallant 
Scene of Mirth to come. He informed me, that Saluſt was reſolved to com- 
municate that piece unto Hertevſi us, and that before- hand we two ſhould go 
both of us in his place, one after the other, and affirm that our Names were 
both called Saluf. It was eaſie enough to counterfeit his perſon ; for as Na- 
ture doch ſeldom make men perfect, but gives one imperfection or other to 
their bodies, who have an acompliſhed Spirit; fo ſhe had made him to ſtammer, 
and he did write a great deal better than be did ſpeak : So Homer was blind, 
and Renſard deaf, and the defects of theſe great Perſonages were repaired by 
the excellence of their Uaderſtandings. Eſcluſes having notice on what 
Day Saluſt intended to give a Viſit to Hartenſ us, did addreſſe himſelf unto 
him a little before, and in a better hour; and having found this Man of know- 
ledge in his Chamber, he made an humble reverence unto him. Sir, ( — 
e) 
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he) I amcome hither to have the happineſſe to make a tender to you of my 
ſet vice. I would no longer be deprived of che converſation of ſo excellent a 
Spirit, by which 1 may benefit my (elf, and having taken ſome pains of late in 
the compoſure of ſome verſes, I ſhould be very glad to have your approbation. 
I am called Salaſt, I ſhall be always ready to ſerve you, | know not if ever 
you have heard of me, or not · Hertenſius who had ſeen many Poems printed 
in that name, but had never known the Author by his face, and knew nothin 
elſe of him but only that he ſtammerd, did verily perſwade himſelf that it was 
he, and with much courteſie cauſed him to fir down, giving him many thanks 
for the honour he had done him. The pretended Salaſt did then take the 
Eclogue out of his Pocket, and did read it to him. Hertenſius did attempt to 
find one fault or other almoſt with every verſe , that ſo he might make known 
unto him the acuteneſſe of his apprehenſion and judgement , nevertheleſſe he 
affirmed at the laſt, that the beginnings of the verſes were very good, and the 
fancy of the Author was ſuitable to the pre ent time. Eſcluſer thanked him 
for his patienceto hear him, and having taken his leave of him, he came to find 
out me, to acquaint me that it was time for me to go to act the ſame perſon, and 
that we ſhould receive a great deal of contentment by ic. He taught me the 
lame Oration which he had ſpoken to Horrenfu, and I making my addreſſe 
unto him, did counterfeit to ſtammer ſo extremely, that I was almoſt half a 
quarter 0f an hour in bringing forth every Syllable, and I alſo told him that I 
was called Saluſt. He heard all this with a frowning ſilence, and ſaid but lit- 
tle, ſeeing that in ſo great a City as Paris, it was poſſible enough that there 
might be two Poets of the ſame name, and that ohe of them might ſtammer 
as well as the other; but when I began to read the Eclogue to him , which was 
the very ſame that he heard before, he could not contain himſelt, bur ſaid un- 
to me, Sir, There departed hence a Gentleman but even now, who calls him 
ſelf Saluſt as well as your ſelf, he ſhewed me alſo the very fame Poem, who 
was it of you two that made it ? Is it poilible that you ſhould both have the 
ſame Genius, as well as the ſame name, and that you ſhould both write on the 
ſame ſubje& , and which is more, have the ſelf ſame words? Upon my faith a 
Man may give but a bad interpretation of it; ] know not who is he that is de- 
ceived in this particular , but will you be pleaſed to take the pains to go ſome 
where elle, to look out one to paſſe his cenſure on your verſes , I have been 
tormented with them too much already. Go axk the other Saut what I al 
ready have ſaid unto him. 

Speaking thoſe words, perceived that he was in a great choler, ſothat with · 
out any great Ceremony I did take my leave of him. Not long afterwards the 
true Saluſt arrived, and made him a Complement like unto ours, at the leaſt in 
the ſubſtance of it, for in the grace of ſpeaking he did far excell us, and did 
ſtammer a great deal handſomer. He did imitate himſelf better than we could 
imicatehim. Nevertheleſſe, when he began to tell Herten ſius that his name was 
Saluaſt, and that he would ſhew him an Eclogue , he did thruſt him out of the 
Chamber with all the force he had, and if he had not ſhifted from him, he 
had thrown him headlong down the ſtairs. How now ( ſaid he Why this laſt 
is a veryer knave than the other two, and ſpeaks a great deal worſe, Will they 
not leave coming to me till it be night? Ah theſe are cloſe lurchingCompanions. 
Theſe are the Nimmers who would rob me of all my moveables. Who ever 
hereafter ſhall come to ſee me, I will not open the door till he hath rold me 
his name, and if he ſtammers , or calls himſelf Saluſt, be ſhall not enter within 
my doors. Hortenfims having ſpoke this, had a ſtrong deſire to have ſer the 
Serjeant upon Saluſt , to have him apprehended as a Thief, but he could find 
no body in his houſe to imploy onthat errand. 

In the mea n time Saluſt made all the haſt away that poſſibly he could, and 
we repaired directly to his houſe, to know of him, if he bad ſeen Herter ſius 
He 
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He told us that he was with him, but the Fool was ſo furious, that he had not 
the patience to hear what he would ſay unto him, and that he would have 
bearen him without any ground at all, ſo that he chougbt himſelf 
happy to bave eſcaped his hands. Eſeluſes could not contain himſelf 
from diſcovering the trick which we had put upon him, which gave him fo 
much content, that he (aid, It was very expedient that all the three Salvſts 
ſhould go alt together to ſee Monſieur Hortenſius. That advice did pleaſe us 


* well, we returned to his Lodging. but he being not within, we did all go to 


the Printers houſe, where we did find him coriecting Proofs. We deſired him 
that he would not be angry at our proceedings, for we were brethren, and that 
we all three made Verſes , but to ſpeak the truth, it was the eldeſt only who 
made the Eclogue. He made anſwer, I have ſince thought upon it, and am 
not now in ſo much choler ; It ſ-ems to me that all you three might well make 
that Eclogue, and that the eldeſt did make the veginaing, the (ſecond the mid- 
dle, and the younger Brother the end of it. So it was, ſaid I, but we durſt not 
acquaint you with it. He at that time did believe us, but afterwards our de- 
ceit was diſcovered to him; whereupon he did bear us no more good will, but 
would rail at us in whatſoever place he did ſee us. We reſolved to take of him 
a pleaſant venge+nce, and having ob'erved, that, becauſe he would be taken 
for a Gentleman, he was alwayes booted and ſpurred, as was heret ofore Ama - 
dis de Gaul, without ever being on horſeback, we deſired to make ſport with 
him concerning that particular. His Boots were ſo old, that they ſeemed to 
be thoſe which Archbiſhop 7 #rpix did wear, when he marched with good Kin 
Charlem tin againſt the Saracens; full often had they been mended, and ſoled, 
and ſoled, and mended again; I believe that all the Coblers in Paris were well 
acquainced with them, and that there was not one amongſt them all who had 
nor at leaſt ſet a piece or two on them. The (eggs of the Boots had been men- 
ded and pieced in ſo many places, that with truth enough it may be affirmed, 
they were not the ſame which they had been at firſt, they looked like the 
Boat of Theſes, which was kept for a Monument in the Haven of Athens. 
Whenſoever that any new hole appeared, Horrenſins would thruſt into it a 
little piece of coloured Taffaty, which it ſeems he would do on purpoſe, to 
make it ſhew more gallant. 

One day, as thus booted he walked along the Streets,we were drinking with 
ſome Serjeants of our acquaintance, who being balf drunk, did by our perſwa- 
ſions take him by the Collar ina little lane chat did lead unto the Counter; 
They told him that he muſt go to Priſon for the great Treſpaſſe he committed, 
having hurt a child of one of the Burgeſſes of the City. He made anſwer, he 
knew not what they would have; nevertheleſſe they halled him to the Court 
Leveſqae, as the Judge was then upon the Bench. He was brought before 
him, and a certain Man whom we had feed for that purpoſe, did put into the 
Court a Declaration againſt him, alleging, that Hertenſias on that morning, 
making his Horſe to prance and corvet in the ſtreets, had a deſign to kill a 
young child of his, and had chrown him on the ground, and much bruiſed his 
head. He deſired that proviſion might be made tor the cure, and ſatisſaction 
given for all expences and damages, and that he might be bound to the good 
behaviour for the time to come. | 

The Judge demanded of Hortenfixs if this were true? He flatly did deny it, 
but durſt not at the firſt plead that he was never on horſeback, becauſe he was 
alwayes booted ; but at the laſt he was conſtrained thus to declare for himſelf, 
Alas Sir, How is it poſſible that I being on horſeback ſhould hurt any child; 
ſince I will prove unto you, that I was never on horſeback all my life? and 
when 1 did travel to my own Country, 1 went alwayes ina Coach; I was once 
being a little Boy mounted on an Aſſe, Sir, He was ſo ſawcy that he did throw 
me on the ground, and diſplaced a bone in my ſhoulder , ſince which time, 1 
would never have any thing to do with Beaſts. The Iudge told him, that 5 
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muſt produce Witneſſes that he was never on horſeback. He Cemandey a cer- 
rain reſpite of time, which was granted him; at the laſt his own Oath was ta- 
ken, and he was releaſed from the Serjeants, paying ho charges at all, buc only 
ſome ſmall thing which he gave them to drink. 

Being inlarged, he was atmoſt angry with himſelf that he was not eſteemed 
to be ſo generous, as to be guilty of the fact for which he was acculed, that he 
might make the world believe that he was not ſo deſpicable a perſon, bur that 
ſometimes he had been on horſeback. We did imagine what he thought, and 
afterwards we began to make port with him on the brave adven ure which ar- 
rived to him. He, ſeeing himſelf ſo laughed at, had fo much judgement as to 
know, that the only means to avoid it, was not to ſeem incenſed, but to laugh 


with us; So that finding us one day in a Book-ſellers ſhop, as we were entring 


upon a diſcourſe concerning Boots, he told us, That he would make us a Speech 
in the praiſe of them: and to ſhew himſelf pleaſant in earneſt, he did thus be- 
gin, O how much are thoſe Authors to be accuſed of Negligence, who having 
ſearched into the Invention of things, have not left in writing who was he who 
firſt found out the uſe of the Boots? What a heavy and a ſtupid Spirit did poi- 

ſeiſe our Predeceſſors, as not to accommodate themſelves with ſo warm an 
accoutrement, but only when they were to ride abroad, contenting themſelves 
to walk in the Streets with Stockings and Shooes ! We, who are more advi- 
ſed, do uſe them daily, not only when we ride, but on foot alſo; for there is 
nothing more profitable, eſpecially to ſave Silk ſtockings, againſt whom the 
Duſt and the Dirt in the Streets do make continual warr, and above all places 
in this City of Paris, which from Lutum, that is, Dirt, is called Lutetia. Is 
there not a Proverb which affirmeth, that the Pox of Roan, and the Dirt of 
Paris, are near of kin to one another? Js it not a great advantage of Honor 


when you walk abroad, to appear (by being booted only) to be a Cavallier, 


although you have no Horſe at all, becauſe thoſe, whoſoever they are that ſee 
you, will ſuddenly be apt to imagine, that a Lackey not farr off is waiting with 
your Horſe for you? Thoſe of Forein Nations who live amongſt us, are a- 
mazed how ſo much Hay and Oats ſhould increaſe in France, to nouriſh the 
Horſes of ſo many Men who do wear Boots in Paris only ; but we cannot but 
laugh, and laugh again at their Ignorance, for we may demonſtrate to them, 


that the Horſes of thoſe Gentlemen whom they ſee to wear Boots, do not coſt 


" 


much money to keep them. Allthe brave Men who are at this day booted, 
do declare unto us, that a Boot is an eſſent ial part of a Gentleman; and in this 
we follow the Noble Remant, who did wear a Buskin, called in their Lan- 
guage Cothurnus, and left to the inferiour rabble the little property called 
Focc us, which came no higher than the ankle, in the ſame manner as we leave 
ſhooes to Men only of baſe Condition. But the Romans indeed had no true 
Boots, but ſomething like to Boots; for had they Boots, and known their 
convenience, and their profit, they bad erected a Temple to the honour of 
them, as well as to all other things which they eſteemed, and on the Altar 
they would have placed a Goddeſſe booted and ſpurred, who for her Prieſts 
and Sacrificers ſhould have had Curriers and Shoo- makers, and her Victims 
ſhould have been Cows and Bullocks, whoſe skins had been flead off to make 
Boots withall. But what need we prepare a Temple for them, ſince every one 
doth carry them about him in his heart, and on his feet; and there are ſome 
who have gone above three years together in one pair of Boots only, to the 
end only that they might appear the moſt brave, and the moſt faſhionable 
Men in this City > The Knights of the Round Table were alwayes ſo armed, 
that it ſeemed their arms were not buckled, but did grow upon their bodies. 
The Centaures were always on horſeback, and did fir ſo faſt in the Saddle, 
that it ſeemed the Horie and they were bur one piece; and for that Cauſe 
the Poets feigned they were half Men and half Horſes : ſo, not to forget 
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the Boots, It ſeems to me chat it ought to be one of our Members, and when 
any one is killed in war, we ſhould only ſay that he hath left off his Boots, as 
if they were the only reſidence of his Soul, and the eſſential part of a Cayallier, 
which did chooſe rather to inhabit there than in the Body; And to ſpeak the 
truth, it is from thence we ſhould take the courage to manage the Horſe on 
all occaſions, to which practice of Horſemanſhip we do often owe the ſafety 
ofour lives. 

Ic will be here objected, that a Baron having found a Shepherdeſſe in the 
Fields, was ſo inamoured of her, that he did give his Horſe to his Lackey, 
and did take her inco a private place along with him to gather a Roſe, buc the 
Girl deſiring him that he would permit her firſt to pluck off his Boots, for 
fear that he might ſpoil her Coats and Stockings with the durt of them, did on- 
ly pull his Boots but half off, and fled away, leaving him ſo intangled , that on 
the firſt ſtep he made to follow her , he fell down amongſt the — „which 
lamentably and revengfully did ſcratch and tear his face. Behold here a fad ac- 
cident, but it is to be imputed only to his own folly, who ſuffered himſelf to 
be ſo much abuſed. Boots are not to be thought the worſe of for that misfor- 
tune; It is with thoſe the Curate doth gallop to a benefice , with choſe the 
Merchant doth adventure to his Traffick , with thoſe the Lovers do ride to lee 
their Miſtreſſes. There is a neceſlity for gallant men co wear them, if they will 
appear to be that which they are, and for other men to wear them:alſo, if they 
will appear to be that which they are not. If a man be cloathed in black, he is ta- 
ken for a Citizen, if he be in colours, he is taken for a Player on the Viol, or 
peradventure for ſome Juggler, ſpecially if he wears ſilk ſtockings of a colour 
different from his cloaths, but if he hath Boots on, it doth enrich and ennoble 
all manner of habiliments. Let no man blame me therefore for being Booted, 
if he will not appear to be of a Spirit Heteroclital. 

This was the ſubſtance of the demonſtrative Oration which Hort enſius made 
for Boots, and | would I could remember the Latine paſſages which he inter- 
mingled with ic. We pretended that we did like it excellently well, and the 
firſt time afterwards that E/c/»ſes ſaw him, he preſented him with theſe verſes 


on the ſame ſubject. 


Boots in ſuch reputation are, 

A: Hortenſius doth declare, 

And warm, as well as they adorn, 

T hat by our Minions they are Worn 
C Gods, whe by that faſhion riſe 
Among ſt the Gentry of the S Let. 


The Deſtimies for grief look thin, 
Becunſe they Want a Ruffia thin ; 
Their Shoes are old, and ont of date, 
And time in Pantefles of Matt 
Believes he ſhould not move ſo low, 
If be ceuld once but booted goe, 


And to purſue this thriving ſtrain, 
I have a whimſey in my Brain 
Tells me how needfull tis and meet 
To put in Boots my Verſes Feet, | 
T hat they way prove as ſwift as terſe, 
And gallop through the Vuiverſe. 
o Horten, who believed that Eſclu- 


O how theſe Verſes were — 
ſes did highly eſteem him ia he loved - after that better than other men, and 
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my fine Poet continuing to diſſemble, obtained of bim wt oever he d eſired. 
They never ſtirred from one another, and ir ſeemed to me that they two were 
but one. Nevertheleſſe their friendſhip at laſt began to diminiſh. Eeluſes ha- 
ving communicated ſome verſes to Hortenſius, the Pedant did not approve 
them, and the other maintained they were good. Hortenſias told him that he 
did not underſtand any thing at all, and that he ought not to ſpeak any more 
to him, for you muſt underſtand, that he thought himſelf knowing and able e- 
nough to read a Leſſon to us all, and believed that he was our King. Ecluſes 
alſo, who at other times was pleated to allow him that title, or whatſoever o- 
ther that he would arrogate to himſelf, could not at that time contain himſelf 
within the bounds of ſilence or of complacence , but told Hortenſine , 
that he was as able every way as himſelf, wbich did put him into fuch a 
choler , that with violence he cauſed him to go out of his Chamber, and 
threatned to beat him, if he ſhould perſiſt any longer againſt him. E/cluſes 
addreſſed himſelf to me, to acquaine me with the quarrel that was betwixc 
them; I told him, that it was not well done of him, ſeeing Hertenſius had lent 
him money, and done him many other courteſies, and that he muſt not fall 
out with him , if he would not have it to be believed , that one of thera was of 
as bad a humour as the other, and that it belonged to his diſcretion to diſſem- 
ble and paſſe by offences. This did prevail fo much upon him, that on the 
next morning he very early repaired to Hertenſius to make his peace with him. 
He was then in bed, but his Servitor opened the door for him, and E/cluſes 
being entred into the Chamber did ſpeak thus unto him, I muſt ſincerely pro- 
feſſe (Monſieur Hortenſius ) that in your works you are more than a Man, 
but in your choler you are worſe than a Beaſt. pl 
Hertenſius, feeling himſelf touched, did riſe out of the Bed in a red Cap, and 
a red Waſtcoat, and made anſwer to him, If J am a Beaſt, I am that Beaſt of 
the Paradiſe of Mahomert , who hath Eyes of Saphyre, and Feet of Emeranld:, 
his Body of burniſhed Gold, and on his Breſt twelve pretious ſtones, that is to 
ſay, the Sardoix, the Topaſe, the Emerauld, the Carbuncle the Diamond, the 
Agatt, the Saphyre, the Jaſper, the Amethyſt, the Chryſolite, the Onix, and 
the Berill. If you have all thoſe pretious ſtones ( ſaid E/cluſes ) I do vow un- 
to you, you are the braveſt, and the richeſt Beaſt in the world. I tell you 
moreover ( ſaid Hortenſius) If I am a Beaſt, Iam one of thoſe Beaſts of Hea- 
ven, who give light unto the Earth , as the Bear, the Dragos, the Sway, the 
Pe gaſus, the Crab, the Scorpion, the Capricorn, the Whale , the Centanre, and 
the Hydra. He made ſuch a ſound with thoſe words, and ſmiled as he pro- 
nounced them, as if he had ſpoken ſome excellent thing. Eſclaſes made an- 
ſwer, I doubt not of the truth of that which you ſpeak, but which of thoſe 
Beaſts doe you moſt reſemble? Do you crawl backwards as a Crab, or have 
you horns in your Forehead as the Capricorn? Hortenſius replyed, that he com- 
pared himſelf to the Swan, and Eſcluſes indeavouring to turn all into an up» 
braiding mirth, Hortenſius did grow again imo a great choler. At the ſame 
inſtant I arrived, and made them both friends; Nevertheleſſe 1 could not pro- 
duce a right underſtanding betwixt them, and Hertenſius hating Eſcluſes , 
would hate alſo all thoſe who did keep him company, inſomuch that I was in 
the number of his Enemies, which was the occaſion that I contrived a way to 
make my ſelf merry with him- 

One day walking on the New-bridge , I ſaw a man on Horſeback towards 
the Azgu/tines , who had on him a furred Coat, a Taffety Cloak, a Sword 
hanging on bis right ſide, and a Hatband made of Teeth, which were filed 
all to one evenneſſe; His garb was as antick as his Habit, ſo that I ſtood ſtill a 
while to look upon him. He ſtayed at the foot of the Bridge, and although 
there were not any one near unto him, he began to ſpeak inthis manner, and 
to ask queſtions of his Horſe for want of better company, Come hither my 

Horſe, 
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Horſe, and cell me, Wherefore is it that we are come into this place? If thou 
kneweſt how to ſpeak, thou wouldeſt make anſwer, To do ſervice to all honeſt 
people. But ſome one will ſay unto me, Gentleman of /ra/y,in what is it that you 
can be ſerviceable to us? To draw your teeth ( Gentlemen) without putting you 
to any pain at all, and to put others in their places, with which you may eat as 
well as with teeth naturally your own. And with what doſt thou pluck them 
out? With che point of a Sword? No Gentlemen, That way is too old. It 
is with this which I hold in my band. And what is it which thou holdeſt in thy 
hand, Signior of Itahy? My horſes bridle, Gentlemen. This Tooth-drawer 
had no ſooner begun this goodly Oration, but a Porter, a Lacky, a Woman 
that cryed Cherries, three that cryed Mackarel, two Apprentices, a Ragg-man, 
and a ſeller of Almanacks, did all ſtand ſtill to hear him. For m ef (pre- 
tending as though I looked upon ſome of thoſe old Books which the Bookłſel · 
lers do there commonly lay forth upon their Stalls) did liſten to him as well as 
the reſt. Having ſo many venerable Auditors, he re-inforced his eloquence,and 
did continue in theſe words, Who is he that draws our the teeth of Kings and 
Princes? Is it the Carmelice ? Or the Zngii.man inthe yellow Ruff? Is it 
Maſter Arnaultꝰ who to make the world believe that he is a Tooth-drawer 
for potentates, hath painted about his own Picture the Pope and all the Con- 
ſiſtory of Cardinals, every one of them with a black plaiſter above his temple, 
repreſenting thereby, that none of them are exempted from the Tooth-ache ; 
No, No, It is not he. Who is it then that draweth out the teeth of thoſe great 
Princes? It is the Italian Gentleman whom you ſee. It is my ſelf Gentle · 
men.) It is I, I it is who am the Man. He did ſpeak that ſne wing himſelf in a 
full body to them all, and laying his hand upon his Breſt. Many other foppe- 
ries he repreſented, and asked all the queſtions of himſelf, and undertook to 
deliver himſelf in pure Italian, when he was by his birth no other than a Vor- 
man. Lo hear him ſpeak, it you could but believe him, as well as hear him, 
there is not any one who would have a tooth any —_— his head, He pre- 
ſented a Beggar to them from whom he had taken ſix he had put them 
in but a little before, and holding — his mouth which was moiſt, and 
of a red complexion, he ſeemed alwayes to be ſpitting of bloud. Gentlemen 
( faid the Mountebank ) I cure the Souldiers for courteſie, the Poor for the ho- 
nour of God, and the rich Merchants for money. Vou may ſee what it is to 
have a tooth vitiated, rotten, or corrupted. You will go to a Senator to re- 
commend your Sute unt o him, you begin to open your Cauſe, he turns aſide 
from you, and cryes out, Oh the putretaction I Withdraw my Friend, your 
breath is very noyſome, he will not endure to come near to hear you, and ſo 
your Cauſe is loſt. But you will ſay unto me, Have you any Remedy for it? 
Yes, Gentlemen, I have, and for many other Inconveniences: I have a Pom- 
mada to make fair the skin, It is white as Snow, and odoriferous as Balm or 
Musk. See here my Boxes, This great one will coſt you eight Souſes, the little 
one with the writing, five; 1 have an excellent Oyntment for all wounds, If 
any one be hurt, I can cure him; I am neither Phyſician, Doctor, nor Philo- 
ſopher , but my Oyntment is as ſoveraign, and can do as much, as all the Philo- 
ſophers, Doctors, and Pbyſicians in the world; Experience is better than bare 

knowledge, and the Practick than the Theory. 

Whiles the Mountebank did thus extoll his own Art, many honeſt peo- 
ple gathered about him, and amongſt others, Hertenſius, whom I well ob- 
ſerved. I immediatly entertained an Invention to make him the Ladder on 
-which my mirth ſhould climb · I ſtayed there not long after; for the Tooth- 
drawer was conſtrained to retire. There came another Monntebank on 
horſeback who laughed him co ſcorn, and did ſtrike at him with the flar of his 
Sword. Since they were both ſo cunning , and ſo prompt in the drawing of 
Teeth, I knew not why in a revengefull emulation, they might not draw one 
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another off their Horſes, J hoped they would have done it, but our [raliar 
fled, and would appear no more, giving place unto the other. 

One Morning Irepaired to him with Eſeluſet, and ſaid unto him, Sir, there 
is a Kinſman of ours who is much troubled with the pain of his Teeth, we 
have adviſed him to have them drawn , but he is ſo extremely fearful}, chat we 
cannot prevail upon him to reſolve upon it; He ſaith, that you will put him to 
torment, although that very lately he hath ſeen you to take out many Teeth 
without any pain at all, a little deneath the Bridge. Alas, Sir, faid the Moun- 
tebanck, I will not put him to any pain, If you pleaſe that 1 ſhall preſently 
take out one of your Teeth, you ſhall perceive how ſwift and eaſie is my hand. 
No ( ſaid I ) Iwill believe you rather, But our Kinſman is afraid that having 
no teeth , he cannot chew his meat for the time to come, nor pronounce his 
words ſo pleaſingly as now he dot h. If you provide for that inconvenience by 
artificial teeth, you will do him a greater pleaſure than he is yer ſenſible of, in 
delivering him from ſo great a torment; I know the man very well, and he 
would with all his heart that it were done, therefore we do deſire you to go 
to him, and whether he will or no, to take out thoſe teeth that are ſo painfull 
to him. You are ſo excellent at it, that when he but opens his mouth to ſpeak 
unto.you, you may draw them out , and he never ſo much as think of what you 
are doing. That being done, he will pay you very thankfully, if not, we will 
ſee you ſatisfied our ſelves. The Mountebanck believing our words, we ac- 
quainted him with the houſe in which Herteuſias lodged , and the Mounte- 
banck foreſeeing the difficulties that might enſue , did rake with him two Vo- 
luntiers to accompany him , and, if need were, to aid him in his enterpriſe. 
Hortenſius, who would take any pains for a livelyhood , had with him four 
Scholars who were Penfioners, and were then going to the College of Box 
Court, He cauſed them to repeat their Leſſon when theſe people entred in. 
Sir, ſaid the Mountebanck, your Kinſmen have told me that you have teeth 
which do put you to * torment, Is it your pleaſure that I ſhould draw 
them? Whol( aid tenſiu) I have better teeth Sirrah than thy ſelf, thou 
miſtakeſt me for another. No ( ſaid the Mountebanck ) It was told me that 
you would conceal the pain you endure, that I might not draw them out, but 
I am commanded to eaſe you for ever of that torment, I muſt perform it. Boys, 
hold him faſt , and open his mouth as wide as you can, I will put you, Sir, 
ro ſuch little pain, that you ſhall not feel it at all. The two Voluntiers whom 
he brought along with him , did begin to take him by the arms, according to 
their inſttuctions, but he did beat them back, and did ſtrike at them with all 
the force he had, whereupon the Mountebanck ſaid unto the Scholars, Gen- 
tlemen, Aſſiſt us, I beſeech you, I muſt pluck ont your Maſters teeth, I have 
a command laid on me ſo to do, It ought to be done, and he would be very 
glad of it himſelf, but he fears that I ſnould hurt him, and 1 will not put him 
to the leaſt pain in the world; The Scholars believing it, did begin to take 
hold of their Maſter, and he had much to do to clear himſelf from ſo many 
hands... At the laſt he ſaid unto them, What! Be you alſo againſt me? 
Do you not ſee what bold Impoſtors theſe are who affront me? If you will not 
defend me , I will complain to your Fathers of you. Speaking thoſe words, 
they did let him alone, and all turned upon the Mountebanck , and his two 
Companions, and not without ſome difficulty they did beat them away; Hor- 
tenſins took a good Cudgel,with which he ſtruck the Mountebanck,and forced 
him to go out of doors with his retinue, who durſt not defend him againſt a 
man who was ſtronger than themſelves, being in his own houle, and upon his 
own defence, The Voluntiers being in the ſtreet demanded of the Mounte- 
banck their hire for their good ſervice they had done. He told them, that he 
had received no money at all, and conteſted ſo much with them, that they did 
fall upon him to beat him, and had broken his head if the Neighbours had not 

in- 


UN 


Of Francion. 


Lib. 10. 
interpoſed and parted them. I know not well how it was with the Tooth-draw- 
er, but Hortenſius afterwards took great pleaſure when any mention was made 
of this adveuture. | | 

He knew not that I had any hand in this affair, ſo that one day meeting me 
in Paris, he did accoſt me, and made his complaint that he did not ſee me oft- 
ner: I made anſwer to him, that I had made a little journey out of the City; 
and was ready to make a greater, for I was determined to go into /taly. 

This Journey pleaſed him ſo well, that he would goe along with me, diſ- 
claiming all the intereſts which he had in France. He believed that this Coun- 
try, and eſpecially this City, being full of Prelats, that good Letters would be 
more acceptable, and that he ſhould be more eſteemed in Rome, than when he 
was at Paris. For my ſelt, who am not ſo moving and ſo haſty as Eſeluſes, I 
have travelled all the whole journey in great peace with him, and have not 
laughed openly at his extravagancies , but on the contraty have modeſtly re- 
proved him for ſome faults , and above all, have indeavoured to make him a- 
bandon his pedantick humours, and thoſe ſcattered Latin Rubricks , with 
which he always intermingles his diſcourſe. 

Audebert having in this manner finiſbed his Hiſtory of Hortenſiuu, Francion 
intreated him to give him an aſſurance when he ſhould ſee him; he affirmed, 
that he did highly eſteem of him, to the end that he might come more freely 
to give bim a viſit, and to have ſome paſtime with him. Raymond alſo and 
Dorixi had a great deſire to ſee ſo rare a u inſomuch that Audebert 
made a promiſe to them to bring him with him as ſoon as poſſibly he could. 
They had all a deſign to make him the ſubject of their pleaſure, as heretofore 
they bad done, in which there was nothing for which they might be condem- 
ned. All that we ſhall collect ſerveth only to laugh at the impertinence of ſome 
fooliſh and preſumptuous perſons, and there ſhall nothing be contained in 
this ſtory that ſhall give the leaſt offence to the moſt ſcrupulous apprehenſiong; 
you ſhall find no more conceits but only gf innocent mirth in all the following 

iſtory, where the moſt cunning having deceived many others, ſhall at the 
laſt be met with and paid in their own Coyn, which may inſtruct us to under» 
value none, and to live our ſelves a more governed life, 
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Ortenſiut was ſo well perſwaded by Audebert, that on the next 
morning he came to give a viſit to Frencion,who received him 
with many teſtimonies of joy. This brave Maſter thought 
yet to have found him his Scholar, to whom he might have 
taught many important Leſſons, inſomuch that to ſhew him 
he was incomparably able to perform it, he affected certain 
Phraſes which he had learn'd by heart, to ſerve him on all oc- 

caſions How my brave Francios | (thus he begun) I believed that you could 

no more eaſily remove from Paris, than could the Arſenac or the Palace, and 
that we ſhould ſee you as conſtancly at the Louvre, as the Stones of the great 

Stairs, or the Hall of the Switzers. Francion, to give him an exchange by a 

Complement like unto it, did reply unto him, I conceived, grave Horrexfins, 

that we ſhould have found you to continue as long in the Vniverſity of Paris, 

as the Vell Certain, or as the Schools of the Decrees, or the Kitchin of the Car- 
melites, or Monſieur Royer, the Diogenes of the Age. You ſee (replyed Her- 
tenſius) I am come hither to rank my ſelf near unto thoſe who apparel them- 
ſelves in the colour of Roſes, and to whom the objects moſt gratefull to the 
eyes are not diſtaſtefull; But Sir, I am informed you only are come bither to 
make love, and to renounce that Liberty which was as dear unto you as the 

Republick of Venice. Have you ſuffer'd your ſelf to loſe a thing, for which the 

Hollanders fifty years together have made War with the King of Spain ? You 

love ſome Beauty, who in the heighr of the Combar will let the arms fall down 

from the hands even of Monſieur a Mays himſelf. I muſt confeſle unto you 

( faid Francien ) the truth in ſome part of that which you have ſpoken; but not 

that 1 am like to the Yenerians, or tothe Hollander: Thoſe Compariſons are 

too farre removed; but, I beſeech you, let us go up unto the Chamber of Count 

Raymond, who will be very glad to ſee you, We will there diſcourſe more ful 

ly of our affairs. | 

Thereupon Huiſſon and Audebert, who were with Hortenſins , did go up 
the ſtairs without any Intreaty ; but Horten/ius could not be perſwaded to go 
up before Franco», ſo courteous and ſo humble he was. Monſieur, (ſaid Her- 
ten/ins ) Be pleaſed to go before, you need to have a greater Virtue than pati- 
ence to follow after me. I have been ſick during the time of my travel. I have 
no lepps left me, but only by the way of civil deportment to make my reve- 
rence to my Betters. My Body is as diſealed as if it were the Popes; and at 
ſix 
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ſix and thirty years, I am no leſſe ruined than is the Caſtle of Oſtend, I am more 
old than my Grandmother, and as much uſed as a Veſſel which thrice hath 
made a Voyage to the Ie. Francion ſmiling, ſaid unto bim, Sir, If you had 
faid that you had beed uſed as much as the great Cauldron of the Friers, would 
not the ſimilitude be better? Mock not, I beſeech you ( ſaid Hortenſens } 
for on my faith, neither in the Deſerts of Africa, nor at the Fair of Saint Ger- 
mant, is there 10 cruel a Monſter to be ſeen, as hath been my ſickneſſe; But 
for your part, Sir, you have ſo ſtrong a Body, and ſo impregnable againſt all 
Diſeaſes, that nothing is capable to alter it, unleſſe the fall of ſome Moun- 
tain ſhould overthrow you. You are able of your ſelf to people Colonies. 
All this is nothing ( ſaid Frencion ) your Excuſes are not valuable; If you will 
not go up the ſtairs of your own accord, I proteſt unto you I muſt help you as 
I come up after you, I muſt beſeech you put me not to that Trouble. I would 
have you know, that there is no Honor which I do not owe unto your merit. 
Hertenſius replyed, Sir, you but reach me that which I ſhould ſpeak my ſelf, 
Will you not give me leave to know my ſelf, and that I ſhould forget my own 
Name, as if I were ſome Pope? Sir, I muſt profeſſe unto you, that you are more 
fill'd with Complements and Ceremonies, than the Old Teſtament , or the 
Court of Rome. Let me ſtay upon theſe Stairs till the end of the World, I ſhall 
defend my ſelf from that Enemy well enough, who throws nothing but Roſes 
on my head, and bears me not, but with a Foxes tail. Let us not diſcourſe 
then of the Pope, or of his Court ( ſaid Fraxcion ) we are now at Rome, where 
we muſt be wiſe whether we will or no. Are you not afraid of the Inquiſition ? 
Not I, ſaid ( Hertenſius) I fear it not. Let them make never ſo many terrible 
Pictures, and Figures tull of Tigers and Serpents, my Innocence (hall out- live 
them. 

Raymond, who from his Chamber underſtood that theſe Gentlemen were 
in their long Ceremonies, did come downthe Stairs, and made Hertenſius to 
go up firſt, whether he would or not. Frascion ſaid unto him, Sir, We ought 
ro give extraordinary entertainment to this rare perſonage, who is the only ho- 
nour of France. Ah Sir ( ſaid Hortenf6us ! ) turning towards him, 1 beſeech 
you to have a juſt regard to whom you attribute theſe terms of any, rare, and 
extraordinary, for they are proper to the Sun, the Comets, or ſome Creatures 
of ſtupendious excellence. I ſhut my ears to theſe praiſes, as I do my doors to 
Enemies and Thieves. Let us rather diſpute of your merit, I muſt profeſle 
that you are more eloquent than all the Parlaments, Preſidentiaries, and Se- 
neſchals, or the ſubalternate Courts of Iuſtice in France. When you lodged 
in Saint James his Street, you were the moſt able man that lived there, no diſ- 
praiſe to the [acobins, or the Ieſviſts. Francion replyed, you flatter me too 
much. Speak no more of me, Let us talk of Raymond and Baiſon. What ſhall 
I ſay of them (replyed Hortenſius) but that they are the two rare workman- 
ſhips of Nature ? If all the world were like unto them, the Univerſities would 
be the moſt unprofitable part of che Commonwealth, and Latin (as the En- 
tertainment at Milan) would be rather a witneſſe of our Luxury, than an ef- 
fect of our Neceſſity. Fraxcion made anſwer, You do not give them now that 
Honor which is due unto them, to imply that they underſtand not Latin; but 
ſuppoſe they ſhould not know it, and ſhould undervalue it, as the greateſt part 
of the Court do at this day, muſt we therefore ſay that Latin is improficable ? 
T hink better of your antient Livelihood, I beſeech you, and conſider, that La- 
tin ought not to have the leaſt mixture with any riotous entertainment. When 
Francion ſpoke this, he ſo ſmiled withall , that Horten/iws was not offended, 
who ſtill continued to ſer forth bis Eloquence, the new ſtile whereot aſtoni- 
ſhed all the world. 

He came at laſt to ſpeak of the pleaſures at Rome, concerning which he had 
many extravagant expreſſions. He ſaid, that the Servants ſprinkled = much 
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Sweet- water in his Chamber, that he was even glad to ſwim to fave his own 
life; that the Muſcats he did cat were ſo great, that only one grain of them 
was enough to make all E»g/axd to be perpetually drunk; And ſpeaking of the 
Miſtreſſe of Francion, he ſaid, that he eſteemed her to be moſt happy to have 
captivated him, and preferred that Victory of hers, above all thoſe of the 
Prince of Orange, or of Hewy the Great. But he ſaid he nouriſhed an infectious 
fear, that in often ſeeing of Fraucion, he ſhould at the laſt become amorous, as 
Frncion was, and that he ſhould not be able to look upon a handſom Beppar, 
without ſome ſecret deſires z and moreover he was highly afraid that he ſhould 
fall in love at laſt with ſome diſdainfull Creature, who having flattered him to 
his deſtruction, and chrown him down the Precipice, would ſay unto him in the 
end of all, God ſave thee. 

After that, they came to diſcourſe of Books, and he affirmed they were the 
oreateſt part of them ſo ill made, that after the ordinary Ballads, and the Bills 
of Quackſalvers, he found nothing ſo ill. For bis own part, he had ſought 
out all the Remedies that could be imagined againſt the Ignorance of che Age, 
and perfectly had found out an elaborate Idea of Eloquence, He uſed moreo- 
ver ſo many extraordinary terms, that Fraxcio» could not with any patience 
have endured him, if he had continued to ſpeak as he had begun; for there 
was nothing inthe whole compoſition of his ſtile, but ſtrange Hyperboles, and 
Compariſons drawn from far, that they much reſembled the ravings of a Man 
in a Feaver, or the Language of the Emperor of the Corn-cutters. What, 
ſaid Hortenſius, Do you find defects and blemiſhes in the face of the Sun? le 
is a long time ( you know) ſince I have excelled all others, and have found out 
that, which they ia vain bave ſought for. They who will not believe me, let 
them erreamongſt the Turks and Infidels, who are the greateſt part of the 
World. Take heed what you ſpeak ( ſaid Buiſſen,) one may prove by the 
ſame Conſequence, that if the Pope and the Capac bins do not praiſe your works, 
they ſhall be taken to be as very Turks as Amurath, or Bajazet ; which is ve- 
ry — to allege. Do you make it an Article of Faith to believe that you 
write well? Hertenſius, with a forced laughter, did reply, Be ſilent, ar 
Spirit, and know, that my Works are worthy to be laid on the faireſt Beds of 
France; but take heed (ſaid Buiſſon) that it be not on the beds of thoſe who 
bow taken Phyſick, and will take your Books along with them to their Stool 
of Office. 

Raymond, obſerving they began to grow into words, did take off their cho - 
ler, by putting them on another Subject, and demanded of Herter ſius, If he 
had not wherewith to make them to paſs their time away with pleaſurezwhere- 
upon he ſhewed them a Book of his, in which he derided whatſoeyer the Anti- 
ents bad written. Frexciondid importunately intreat him that he might ſee it, 
ſo that being no longer able to reſiſt him, he ſaid unto them, Gentlemen, Ta 
give you a ſight of ſmall pieces, as Letters, or Sonnets, Iwill not do it at this 
preſent, I will ſpeak unto you of a Romance, which is better than all Hiſto- 
ries; for even my diſtempers are of more worth than the meditations of the 
Philoſopbers. I will do that whicþ hath yet never entred into the thought of 
mortal man. You know that ſome Wiſe men have affirmed, that there are 
many worlds, which ſome have placed in the Planets, and others in the fixed 
Starrs ; For my part, I believe that there is a world in the Moon. Thoſe ſpots 
which we ſee in the face thereof when ſhe is foll, I do conceive to be the Earth, 
and that there are Cayes, and Foreſts, and Iſles, and other things which are 
not fully repreſented; but the places which are reſplendent are the Seas, which 
being clear Bs receive the light of the Sun, as doth the brightneſſe of a Mirror, 

Take heed ( ſaid Francion) what it is which you affirm ; The Earth which you 
ſpeak of, is the ſame Earth wherein we are, and he who ſpeaketh of things 
done here, will appear too vulgar. Hortes is made anſwer, I will deſcribe 
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the thin gs only which are in the body of the Moon; I will deſcribe the Cities 
which are there, and the manners of the Inhabitants, and the horrible en- 
chantments. | 

There will be a Prince as ambitious as Alexander, who ſhall come to con- 
quer this world; He ſhall make great proviſion of Engins, either to deſcend, 
or to aſcend (for to ſpeak the truth, I do not yet know whether we are above 
that world, or beneath) He ſhall bring with him another Archimi let, who 
ſhall make him all manner of ſtructures, and ladders, by the means whereof 
he ſhall enter into the Fpycicle of the Moon excentrick to our Earth , and 
there it ſnall be where he ſhall find ſome place habitable, where ſhall be Nati- 
ons unknown, whom he ſhall overcome. From thence he ſhall tranſport him- 
ſelfinto the great Orb, ſloping to the part Epicycle, where he ſhall find vaſt 
fields which ſhall be peopled only by Monſters; And purſuing his adventures, 
he ſhall tilt with the Cavalliers along the Eccliptick line. After that he ſhall 
viſit the two Coluri, and the Meridian Circle, where he ſhall meet with ma- 
ny gallant metamorphoſes, but approaching too near the Sun, he and his 
people ſhall gain a malady, for which God hath provided no remedy but poy- 
fon, and precipices. He ſhall have a feaver upon him which ſhall burn ſo vio- 
lently, that if the antient Tyrants and Pagan Princes had heard of it, they 
would have tormented the Martyres with it, and never expoſed them to the 
bitings of venimous beaſts, 

This is the end which I will put unto this work, which ſhall laſt as long as 
Nature her ſelf, in ſpite of the envious and malicious ſpirits that ſhall condemn 
it. Conſider now with your ſelf if theſe are not the ſtrains of a tranſcendent 
underſtanding. All che Company were ſurprized with amazement to hear 
ſuch grand extravancies , and to receive yet greater pleaſure from Hoertenſius, 
Raymond ſeeming to admire him, did ſay unto him, Certainly I never heard a- 
ny thing ſo divine, as is this which you relate unto us; I would to God. that 
as you have given us now , but as it were the firſt draughts of it, you would 
be pleaſed another time, to give us the more full ſight thereof in all its parti- 
culars. It is enough for this preſent { ſaid Hortenſius I will now deliver ſome 
other obſervations of Importance to you. Know then, that if the world doth 
ſcem unto usto be great , our bodies do appear in compariſon of it ro be no 
bigger than an Apple, or a Ball. Now there is no body fo little which can- 
not be divided into innumerable parts, ſo that it may be, that within ſuch, 
or ſuch a little Body, there may be yet leſſe Creatures, and ſo little, that they 
may live there, as in a ſpacious world, and poſlibly they may be little men, to 
whom ſome good fortunes anſwerable to the proportion of their bodies do ac- 
crew. In this conſideration there is not ſo little nor ſo deſpicable a part of the 
Univerſe where we may not imagine but there are little worlds, I will make 
a Romance of the adventures of their people; I will ſing of their loves, and 
of their wars, and che revolution of their Empires ; and above all I will ſtudy 


to repreſent the Eſtate where people may be which inhabit the body of Man, 


and Iwill demonſtrate, that not without great reaſon the Body of Man is 
called a Microcoſm, Iwill have another treatiſe by it ſelf, where all the 
Members of the Body ſhall ſhew their diſagreement or complyance with one 
another. The Arms and the Hands ſhall make war againſt the Feet, and the 
Thighs and Eyes ſhall make love to the Privy Members, the Veinsto the Ar» 
teries, and the Bones unto the Marrow. This is not all, I have yet an admira- 
ble deſign in my Fancy which ſhall take away the glory from Argenis and Cha- 
riciea. I will make a Romance upon the waters, where I will build Cities, 
more ſtately and more magnificent than any we have on the Coaſts of the Me- 
ditera nean Seas, or in the Rivers which pay tribute to it, where the Tritons 
and the Nereids have their reſidence. All their houſes ſhall be builded with 
che moſt pretious ſtones and pearls. There fhall be alſo Parks and 3 
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Corall, where they ſhall go to hunt the green Cod, the Herring, and ot her Fiſhes. 

The Trees for the moſt part ſhall be of Ruſhes, and plants, of the moſt tender 

rowth, and ifthere ſhall chance to be any battail or Turnaments, the Lances 
ſhall be of the prickles of Roſes. | 

As Hortenſius was ſpeaking theſe words, Francion, deſiring to witneſſe that 


he was rapt with admiration , did begin co cry out, O my God! what rich in- 
ventions are theſe > How infortunate were the Antients not to have been born 


in theſe times, to hear ſuch excellent _ 2 and how ſorry will our Nephews 


be, that they came into the world too late to have ſeen you, and to have been 

acquginted with you? But it js true howſoever, that the belt part of you, that 

is your divine writings, ſhall ſtill live, and ſhall Aouriſh amongſt chem. O Pa* 

, an untortunate City to have loſt ſuch an incomparable wit, and happy art 

thou, O City of Rome, to have procured it. You underſtand not all ( ſaid Her- 

tenſizs ) I have other deſigns wherewith to raviſh the world. Know, that I 

have ſo many Romances to compoſe, that I am even diſtracted in the imagi- 

nation of them : Contemplating ofthem in my C hamber , me thinks they be 

always about me in viſible forms , like ſo many litcle Devils, and chat one of 
them pulls me by the Ear, another by the Noſe, a third by the Breeches, and 

the fourth by the Garters, and that every one ſays unto me, Monfieur Hor- 
tenſius, make me firſt, I am the faireſt, and do promiſe beſt, Begin with me, 

and having begun, go through with it, leave not me for another. Upon my 

faith ( ſaid Francion ) me thinks I now underſtand the Fable of theſe Fairies. It 

is laid that when they go to the ſtool they do do nothing but Musk, and when 
they do render their Urine, they make the water of Angels, if they ſpit or blow 
their Noſes, from their Mouths, and from their Noſes there doth proceed E- 
meraulds and Pearls, and when they waſh their hands, inſtead of foul water, 
there doth fall down into the Baſin pretious ſtones. I believe the ſame in eve- 
ry action which Hortenſius doth , he doth drop books unto us when he doth go 
to eaſe the burthen of Nature, They are his Tranſlations, if he but blowes his 
Noſe, there comes a Hiſtory from it, and if he ſpetteth, he ſpetteth nothing but 
Romances. I will avow all to be true which you ſpeak ( ſaid Hontenſius) for 
you ſpezk only by a Figure, and to expreſſe my facility of writing: You are 
ſtill in your old skin, and full of upbraiding mirth , But to demonſtcate to you 
that all that which I ſpeak is not mockery , I will give you a fight of the firſt 
draught which I have made of my Romances of the Epicycle, and of that of the 
parts of the Body, for I travail at one time with two or three things as well as 
Cæſar. ; 

Having ſpoken this, he did put his hand into his pocket, and did take out a 
Key, adiſcoloured and ſweaty pair of Gloves, a foul Handkerchief, and 
ſome papers as greaſie as the Bill of the long expences of a Cook. He turned 
the leaves over, but could not find that which he looked for, ſo that he did begin 
to put it all up again, affirming that he would ſhew them that rich piece ſome 


other time. In putting them up, he did let fall ſome few of his Papers, but 


he was ſo tranſported with the joy he received to hear himſelf ſo exceſſively 
praiſed , that he did not mind it, Franco took them up with his own hands, 
without ſpeaking any word, with an intention to read them at his leiſure; And 
the better to divert him, he asked him who were the beſt writers who at that 
time had the Vogue in Paris. Do not you know them as well as I my ſelf? ſaid 
Hortesfius, there are too many commended who are more worthy to be repro- 
ved: You have at the Court three or four young fellows, who make verſes 
more fit for a Ballad, or ſome ordinary ſong , than for a Courtiers ear; They 
have never read any other Books, but the Delights of the French Pocſie, and are 
ſo extremely ignorant, that it is impoſſible to be more, Moreover, there are 5 

or 6 ſilly knaves, who gain a livelyhood by writing Romances, there are no 
other as I know of but an Uſher of mine who following me hath ſerved the Je- 

| ſuiſts, 
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ſuiſts, and doth delight himſelf by dabling in the Ink todefile white paper, 
His chief Eſſay hath been the Collection of Tabarins forced Speeches, which 
ſo long time did charm the ears of the brazen Horſe , a Book that did find ſo 
quick a Market, that Twenty thouſand of them have been fold, when the Im- 
preſſion of a good Book, although there are but fix hundred of chem, will hard- 
ly be vented ; but there are more people you know who buy Herring, than 
freſh Salmon, and Buckrom, than Sattin. Fools are ina greater number than 
Wiſe men. 

This Uſher of mine calleth himſelf Guilliaum, and in the firſt Romance that 


ever he printed, you ſhall find that he was well contented with that Sirname; 


but a year afterwards, having compoſed another Book, which he dedicated to 
the Queen of Exg/and, he would appear amongſt the Nobility, and therefore 
inthe Title be ſaich, Compoled by Seinr de Guliaum, to the end that the 
ſyllable de might perſwade us to believe that he is a Gentleman; but the ig- 
norant Aſſe doth not perceive, chat it is not ſo much grace to put this Prepoſi- 
tion De before the Name ot a Saint, as before the Name of a Signiory , and 
is not afraid that the Saints ſhould take offence, and puniſh him for it, 
becauſe they never did affect the vanity of the Honours of the world. 
Beſides that, my fine Uſher did play another prank as ridiculous as the former, 
He took up a Sattin Suit at the Brokers, to preſent his Book, to the end that at 
the Court he might be taken for a Gentleman, and if the Queen had not gi- 
ven him his Reward preſently, he durſt not, by reaſon of his ill babit, have 
returned any more to the Lune to proſecute his Sute. But he ought not to 
make any difficulty at it, or to be aſhamed at all; for the ſight of his ragged 
cloaths would have moved pity, and ſomething indeed would have been rather 
contributed to him by the way of Alms. He hath cauſed other things to be 
printed, for he hath taken old books & changed; or 4 lines at the beginning, & 
cauſed them to be afterwards printed with new titles, to abuſe the people; but l 
ſwear unto you, if I were one of the Judges, I would puniſh as prievouſly ſuch 
falſi fiers of books, as thoſe who coyn falte mony, or do counterteit Obligations 
and Contracts. To conclude, my Servant bath written already more — my 
ſelf; but bis Books be all good for nothing elſe, but to wrap up butter in 
them; and it is ſaid, that the laſt winter the Butter - women had a deſire to go 
all cogether to him, to give him thanks that he made proviſion for them, when 
the Leaves of the Vines failed. The Parlament nevertheleſſe, who regard not 
their particular profit, ſhould, for their greater honour, have condemned him 
to drink as much Ink as he hath ill imployed, and I would have him to take a 
full Cup of ic from the hands of the Hangman. There are others worthy of 
the ſame puniſhment, but for their own defence they will all ſay, as he who was 
to be baſtinadoed for having ſtollen away a Romance from Queen Margaret of 
Navarre, and afterwards cauſed it to be printed, Woe is me! Pardon me I 
beſeech you, that which I have done was only to procure me bread. I had no 
Intention of my ſelf to doe evill. But let us have Peace amongſt our ſelves, 
and diſcourſe no more ofthis. I would not that my Eloquence ſhould be as 
pernitious as the Beauty of Helena, I underſtand well enough the viſages ot 
the Hebrides, and cachochimichal humors, and erroneous pretences, and Var- 
lets cloathed in the skins of Lions, for they never change their habits, who en- 
tertain the people with their diſtempers to procure themſelves a little bread , 
and — do cauſe themſelves to be painted with a Crown of Lautel 


on their heads, as it they were thoſe illuſtrious perſonages whoſe lifes are re- 
corded by Flut arch, or as if they had gotten the priſe in the Olympick, 

ames. Another time I will ſpeak more/unto them, I will then chun» 
er againſt them, and condemn them to the Galleys, becauſe they are 
ſounprofitable to the world; An Oar would do better in their hands than 
a Pen. 
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l lis Diſcourſe of Hortenſius was tarre more agreeable to the Company than 


all the other which he made; dut this would not prevail to cauſe his Audi- 
tors to entertain a good opinion of him, and Francion, with impatience deſi- 

ring to peruſe thoſe papers which he had taken from him, did begin to ic 
upon them, and found they were leaves which he bad torn out of other books. 

Hertenſius obſerving him to read, and by the faſhion of the leaves conjecturing 
what they were, ſaid unto him, Ah Monſieur, I beſeech you to reftore thoſe 
Papers unto me. I will by and by, ſaid Franc ion, but I will firſt read them over. 
No, replyed Hor tenſius, I will give you whatſoever you will deſire of me, pro- 
vided that you will not read thoſe papers. And I, ſaid Frencion , will give 
you whatſoever you ſhall deſire of me, if you will but give me leave to read 
them over» Speaking thoſe words, he locked up himſelf in a Wardrobe with 
Raymond, and having peruſed thoſe looſe and printed ſheers, he found the 
oreateſt part of thoſe Phraſes in them, which Horten ſius had thar day ſpoken. 
He came afterwards to reſtore them to him, and inſtantly did requeſt him to 
tell him out of what Authors thoſe pieces did proceed. MHortenſims made an- 
ſwer, That the ſheets came from an Author, who was the firſt man that had 
taught che world Eloquence ; but he would ſhortly make it appear that he was 
not the only Wonder. Say you lo, replyed Franc ion, I do believei 1 under- 
ſtand your deſign : I do remember when I was in the College with you, you 
did indevour ſo much to imitate Maleherb, and Coiffetean, (as Raymond may 
perceive by your Diſcourſe, of which I have given him an account) that on 
my faith it did render you ridiculous ; you would do the ſame again with this 
new Autbor upon all occaſions, as you make it apparent by all the Diſcourſes 
which you have had with us. But take heed how you imitate any Author in 
that which is defective or impertinent. To imitate ſuch, is to imitate a/ man 
who is alwayes coughing,or breaking wind backwards. I remember, that when 
I was at Paris, had a Lackey who was extremely enamour'd on a Maid-ſeryant 
in the next houſe. Having found in my Study the Lpves of Nervez4 and Deſ- 
eſcuteaux, which I kept to make me laugh, be did tear out all the leaves 
where the Complements were, and learned them by heart, co repeat them to 
his Miſtreſſe, and carried them alwayes in his pocket to ſtudy on them, for 
fear he ſhould forget them. I believe that you tread in the ſame path as he 
hath done, my dear Maſter. | ; 

Having ſpoken thoſe words, he began to uſe ſuch Mimick geſtures about 
Hortenſius , and obſerving that he looked ſtedfaſtly on the ground , without 
turning to any ſide, and that his hat did hang down over his eyes, he plucked 
off his Hat to fee. what he had within it, and found in the bottom of the crown 
a Book of ſome bulk, in which he bad written, A Salate at the firſt Entrance, 
The Serious Emtertainment, The Jovial [nterlocution, and The Farewell, or 
Complement at the Departure. And in the purſute of theſe Titles, he had in 
the end of every one of them elegant Phraſes,which were all new. What? ſaid 
Francion, Are theſe the things which you have to ſhew unto as? You may be 
een be jogging now, we ſhall be all of us well ſatisfied by that time as we ſhall 
have read them over. | 

The ill adventure of Horten ſius, accompanied with thoſe ſcoffs , did ſo in- 
cenſe him, that he had gone away, were itnot, that having loſt his Book, he 
had forgotten his Complement of Departure. Franciox being unwilling to 
provoke him any further, did ſay unto him with a moſt pleaſant ſweetneſſe of 
voice, You obſerve, Sir, that as the natural whiteneſſe of the complexion, is 
more agreeable by farre, than that which doth proceed from Painting, ſo the 
proper Subjects we diſcourſe on, and which we invent of our ſelves, are bet- 
ter than thoſe which we take out of Common places. 1 ſhould more extoll the 
language of the College, than that which you affect. Horrenſiws was ſo a- 
ſhamed, that he knew not what anſwer to return, and Franc ion changing — 
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Subject of his Diſcourſe, did intreat him to leave with him what he had of the 
works his new Author. Hertenſius did readfly conſent unto it, and to put 
him again in a good humour, they did ſpeak no more of what was paſſed, 
but did fall on praiſing the incomparable Inventions of his fabulous Hiſtories;ſo 
that he departed well-contented with his Diſciple. 

After his departure, Fraucios did turn over the leaves which he had lent him, 
and perceived they were Letters addreſſed to ſeveral perſons. His judgement 
thereon was, there was many good things in the Auchor , and to balance thar, 
there were alſo as many bad, to that it ſome of them deſerve crowrs, others 
did merit the laſh ; Beſides, he deſcryed, that what was good in them was all 
ſtolen out of antient books, and that which was impertinent did proceed from 
the Author himſelf; Nevertheleſſe, it might well be that che ignorant might ap- 
prove them well enough, they being the only men that did eſteem them, who 
took no heed to diſcover the thefts, becauſe they never did read any good 
book» There was nothing within them to obſerve, but certain fancies, which had 
much of the Air of thoſe of Turlupin, and were untowardly mingled among 
things of Gravity and State. The Author did write unto Cardinals, and o- 
ther grave perſonages , as if he had been {peaking to ſome voluptuous people, 
who Pad taken delight to hear their vanities repeated and reputed. Francion 
obſerved alſo ſome other part icularities, at which he laughed with Raymond, 
both of them wondring at the high eſtimation which was given to ſuch works, 
and how that he who made them could have that preſumption which he teſtifi- 
ed in his writings; Another book ought to be made in that, to mark the faults 
of it all over. But let us leave theſe follies of the time, and let them be prai- 
ſed by thoſe who have a mind unto it, it-is of no conſequence at all, ſince 
there is no man doth conſtrain us to extoll them. I do believe it will never 
* , * Kings have ſomething elſe to doe than to make Edicts to that 
t Heer - ; f 
Francion being retired from reading that book, the extravagancies whereof 
did afford bim much 22 he did bring it back himſelf to Hertenſſas, ſays 
ing nothing to him of it either good or bad. He had no more a deſire to make 
himſelf merry at any ſubject which arrived, Love did too much proſecute him, 
and he did goe to wait vpon Nays, who, were he alone, or were he accompa- 


nied, did content her ſelt to teſtifie the courteſie to him, and would not have 


it to proceed as far as love. 

He at that time had received money in Rome from the hands of a Money · 
Merchant, ſo that he increaſed his train, and began to be wonderfully gal- 
lant. He lived at a great rate with Raymond, who called him brother, ſo that 
one of them was every where eſteemed for a Count, as indeed he was, and the 
other for a Marqueſſe, He oftentimes gave viſitation to his Miſtreſſe, and in 
the cloſe of the Eyening would always ſing after the Muſicians , to make him- 
ſelf and his love more apparent. What Lady could not be overcome by his me- 
rit? He had a good gard, He did ſing well, He did play on many Inſtruments 
of Muſick, He was of a ſweet diſpoſition, and of the moſt complacent in the 
world; a (Gentleman of a great knowledge, and who diſcourſed excellently 
well, and did write far better, and not on one ſubject only, but on all; He 
compoſed both in Verſe and in Proſe, and was admirable in both. When he 
diſcourſed on a ſerigus ſubject there proceeded nothing but wonders from him, 
and when be would exerciſe his fancy in a Satyrick mirth, he would have made 
the ſevereſt Stoick to laugh outright. There are many to be ſeen who have 
ſome one of theſe perfections, but how rare are they who have them all, and 
N in ſo eminent a degree as he was maſter of them? He was the Sub- 

ject of all the diicourle at Rowe, There was not any one who durſt openly ap- 
pear to be his Rival, and thoſe who did know that he had ſetled his affections 
on Nays, did eſteem her to be moſt bappy in ſo accompliſhed a Servant; 

More- 
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Moreover, he was found to be of honourable parentage, and to have in France 
ſuch large poſſeſſions, that he deſerved to have her for his Wife. She had a 

od and a great opinion of him, but her fear was that he would not eſpouſe 
an Italian, and that baving paſſed away ſome time in courting ber, he would 
return into his own Country. She communicated this her fear to Doris, who 
did diſcover it to Raymond, and both of them did go to Frencion to acquaint 
him with it. Brother, you ſee, ſaid Raymond, It is now time to conclude, and 
to be no longer paſſionate for Nays ; you profeſſe that you love her above all 
things, Conſider, if you can reſolve with your ſelf ro paſſe away your life with 
her; She is fair and rich, and which is more, ſhe lovech you; Delay her no 
longer, if you will not marry her, and intend to leave her, you do but hinder 
ſome one elſe, who would be a ſervant to her; you will gain nothing by her 
but by marriage, ſhe is too wiſe to part with her honour ; If you love her ſo 
entirely as you profeſſe, take her to your Wife. Francios embracing him did 
reply , My dear Brother , If I conceived my ſelf to be worthy of that which 
you propuund unto me, I ſhonld arrive to the height of all my joys. Dorin 
interrupting him, did promiſe that he had ſpoken as much for him as was poſ- 
ſible , and he believed that his Coſin would not diſdain him. He failed not 
the ſame day to purſue his accuſtomed ſollicitations, and in the proſecution of 
it, Francion himſelfin the Afternoon did make his addreſſes to her, where ſo 
fully he declared his ſervice, that they both made a promiſe to love one another 
eternally , and to accompliſh their marriage as ſoon as their affairs could per- 
Mit. 

Franc ion the next morning diſpatched a Poſt with Letters to his Mother, to 
adviſe her of his good fortune, & entertaining no more any care that might feed 
upon his ſpirit, his only imployment was to paſſe away his time in delight, and 
to make his Miſtreſſe to be partaker af it. He would every morning breath 
himſelf, and his Horſe , in running at the Ring; After Dinner he often danced 
in Masks, and made ſumptuous Feaſts, and in every thing he did ſhew him- 
ſelf ſo magnificent, that he charmed the hearts of all the Italians. The gal- 
lant Spirits of Rome made it their ambition to be acquainted with him. There 
were no Verſes compoſed but in the praiſes only of him, and of his Miſtreſſe, 
but they were not comparable to thoſe which he did make himſelf. Hertenſius 
made Verſes alſo, and did infinitely extoll him. Amongſt other things he 
made Achroſticks, and Anagrams, as being moſt proper to his Pedantick Ge- 
nius. He made alfo other Verſes , where in many places he did equivocate up- 
on his Name, and the letters of it. He informed him that his name was 
Fraxcion, becauſe he was ſo Frank and free, and becauſe he was the braveſt 
man among all the French , and that if any one ſhould undertake to write his 
Hiſtory , he muſt call it Franciade, and that it would be in as great eſteem as 
that of Ronſard, and if Fraucion the Son of Hector was the common Father of 
the French , this Frexcion of our Age mult be the Protector of the French, and 
capable to furniſh them with moſt excellent Counſell. Fraxcion demanded of 
him if he would do him the honour as to digeſt his Adventures into order, and 
make them memorable to Poſterity , but Horte»/ius made anſwer, that he did 
leave that cbarge to himſelf, and that there was not any one who more lively 
than himſelf could repreſent thoſe forrunes to which himſelf arrived. Some few 
days afterwards being alone with Raymond, he recited to him the anſwer of 
Hortenſius, Raymond did very well approve of it, and demanded of him if he 
would not one day take the pains to compile his own Hiſtory , which was ſo 
worthy to be known , and if he had not a deſire to ſee in publick under his own 
name ſo many brave works which he had compoſed. He replyed, I have not 
wrote ſo much as you believe, and ſome things may be ſhewen to you, as pro- 
ceeding from, me, which are but meer Impoſtures. Beſides , what pleaſure 
hall I reccive.to ſee a Book printed in my Name, ſeeing there are abroad fo 
many 
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many Ignorant and ridiculous Pamphlets which every day do diſgrace the 
Preſſe. I leave it to you to judge, ſince Hortenſius and his Uſher are of the 
ſame Trade, that the people that ſhall bear of them, looking on other Books, wil 
believe that they do proceed from perſons of the ſame Complexion. All which I 
have done as yet; bath been as privat as hath been poſſible for me to do, and to 
ſolace my ſelf when I was conſtrained to be a Shepherd, I made a Book, which I 
believe will be paſſable enough, but it is not my deſire that every one ſhould ſee 
it. I can now be too hard for you, ſaid Raymond, I have the Key of the Cabanet 
where all your papers are, which Iwill not reſtore unto you, till I have peru- 
ſed that Piece. You will have much to do to find it, replyed Franc ioa, for it is 
in a ſure place; for know, it is not written, but in my Memory, only but allow 
me ſome Pen-men, and in eight dayes I will dictate the whole work intirely to 
them. Your, Memory, ſaid Raymond, is admirable, and your fudgement is 
no lefſe. But tell me, By what Name do you call thoſe Books which you have 
compoſed ? Francion made anſwer, There is one Book of Love, which I have 
dedicated, or had rather a deſire to dedicate, to Philemon, I have heretofore 
made mention of it to yon, and ſince that time I have wrote anocher Book of 
Field Recreations, with ſome Playes and Comedies, and other Inventions. 
There is alſo another Book in which I have pleaſantly deſcribed ſome of my 
adventures, which | call The Errors of Touth. If any one ſhall impoſe any o- 
ther Book upon me, I ſhall diſavow it. It is true, that not long fince a Friend 
told me, You have compoſed ſeveral Books, for you have — this, and that, 
and another Book, and named a number of Books. On my Faith ( ſaid I un- 
to him) you have not yet the perfect number of them; It you will be exact, 
to mark all that is done amiſs, I will ſhew you ſome pieces which I did write 
at eighteen years of age, and will you put thoſe alſo into the number of my 
Books ? That Anſwer ſtopped bis mouth; andi muſt aſſure you, if you will 
oblige me to you, you muſt forget thoſeipetty ſollies of my Youth, and not re- 
proach me with them. 1 was then but of a tender age, and therefore I ought 
to be excuſed · Would you believe, that even that Book made in my Nonage, 
hath found ſome to commend it > Not longfince I did goto give a viſit to one 
of my Friends, whom I had the happineſſe to find in his Chamber. There 
was a Gentleman who was well acquainted with us both, and one of his Kinſ- 
men, who did not know me; who falling into Diſcourſe of that Book, the o- 
ther demanded of him, If there were not good things in it? He made anſwer, 
They were very rare things. I asked of him,what be found well in it? & talked 
a long time of it, as ot an indifferent thing, He did the like, and freely told me, 
That, in his opinion, the Author did too much amuſe himſelf in Scholaſtick me- 
ditations. I coldly to him, and without altering my Countenance, I hat 
it was that which pleaſed me, and which, I believed, would pleaſe alſo all 
Ingenious people, ſince there are no Men of Quality who have not hadabeir E- 
ducation in the Vniverſity. He was ſurprized with amazement to find that I 
was the Author of the Book which he undervalued; and afterwards, to cover 
his fault, he cold me, that he did like it very well himſelf. I proteſt unto you, 
( ſaid x then to Fraxcion ) This is one of the moſt generous actions that 
I have ever heard of; and moreover this ingenious way to diſcover your ſelf 
was truly excellent. A Fool would have leaped into a Rage, and called all 
the World to witneſs ; but for you, there is nothing here to be found, that 
could trouble the tranquillity of your Soul. You acquainr me- with ſome 
Apothegms, which are worth all thoſe that are recorded to have been ſpoken 
by illuſtrious perſonages, and although I do remember that you call them, The 
Eſſays of your Youth, yet they may be read with ſingular delight, fince we 
take pleaſure to hear the Adventures of Beggers and Thieves, and Shepherds. 
ir is moſt true, ſaid Fraacios, and I aſſure you, that although there are ſome 
who affirm there are things ia that _ | ich are not worthy to be recorded, 
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yet, before they judge ofthem, it is requiſit that the Readers ſhould chrough- 
ly underſtand them; 1 know as well as they what ought to de inſerted, and 
what to he omitted, but I was pleafed to write of ſome things that concerned 
my ſelf; which being true, do need no other Ornaments, than their own live- 
linefſe. For all chat I will not debaſe my ſelf, and I will not be aſhamed to ſay, 
that 1 know not if thoſe Writers ( which at this day are ſo glorious , being ſg 
young as I was when I compoſed that Book of which I ſpeak unto you, being 
{ a5 have ſaid) bur of eighteen years of age) would have given ſuch demon- 
ration of their underſtanding. - I will not travel farr for any Example, I 
ſhould be glad if cheſe makers of Romances by the dozen, and thoſe who ex- 
preſly do compoſe Letters to have them printed, could perform any thing bet- 
ter, ia ſo ſhort a time, and with ſuch little Study as I did take in that Book. I 
compoſed in one day no lefle than two and thirty pages for the Preſſe, and it 
was moreover with a Spirit inceſſantly perplexed wich other thoughts, and 1 
could not intirely addict my ſelf unto it. Sometimes I was heavy, and halt a- 
{leep, and knew no other motion, but that only of my right hand; ſo that if 1 
did write at that time. any thing which was good, it was only by Fortune, 
Moreover, it was a pain unto me to take the pains to read over my own Wri- 
tings, and to correct them; for by what Incouragement ſhould | perſiſt on this 
Sloth of Study? I ſhould gain no glory at all it I had made a good Book, and 
ſhould I have received it, it was too vain by farr to have charmed me. It is 
eaſie therefore to collect by this neglect, ( which according to the ſincerity of 
my Conſcience I do acknowledge ) that choſe works ( in which I have exerci- 
fed all the faculcies of my Spirit ) will be of another price; but it is not cer- 
tain that I can ſo intirely addict my fetf to any particulars, for I do much hate 
thole uoptofitable obſervations to which our Writers do devotę themſelves. It 
was never my Intention to follbwy them, and being, as I am, altogether of a- 
nother temper, I ought not tube putiim the ſame rank with them, unleſſe they 
will give me a quality which I am not in a capacity to receive. They inceſſant- 
ly trouble their Imaginations, to furniſh them with ſome new ſub jects to con- 
tent the deſire they have to write, which goeth before the confideration of 
their ability, and I write not, but only to put into order thofe Conceptions 
which a long time I have entertained. If any one ſhall think that in this man- 
ner I do deſie them, I will not take che pains to remove that opinion from 
him; for I am confident, that in making profeſſion religiouſly to obſerve the 
rules of a Gentleman, or Nobility, I may challenge my adverſaries, if I plegſe 
my ſelf as well to the combat of the Pen, as of the Sword. I ſhall not teſtiſy 
a greater'vanity n one than in the other, in promiſing my ſelf the Victory. 
Nevertheleſſe | will not vex my ſelf ar ſo poor a thing, and having alwayes 
made a greater account of actions than of words, I had rather exerciſe m me 
in Virtge, than in Eloquence ; and thoſe ſhall deceive themſeſves, who obſet - 
ving that which above | have mentioned, ſhalfconclude me to be arrogant: 
They will object unto me, that to praiſe my own Works, is to follow the Cu- 
ſtom of the Mountebanks at New - bridge, who extoll their Balſoms, and of the 
Comediang, who in their papers which they ſtick vp in every Corner of the 
ſtreet, doe give their Plays the titles of admirable, and incomparable; But it is 
to be conſidered, that if any one deſerveth to be blamed for that, they are thoſe 
only who having endeavoured to- perſwade us that they haye made a good 
Book, would perſwade us withall, that their perſons are indued with excellenc 
qualities; not weigbing with themſelves , that even looſe and lewd Men do 
{omerimes accompliſh a good Piece. Let the World then take notice, that J 
take things at another turn of the Scale than theſe Men do, and being atten- 
ded with mare Innocence than Vanity, I cannot but with ſome reluctat ion af- 
fixm, 1 hat if I confeſſe I write well, it is becauſe I find it to be ſo poor a per- 
fection, chat id is no great glory to become Maſter of it, if I find not my ſelf 
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withall to be Maſter of other perte&ions with ir. What is it fora Man to boaſt 
that he hath overcome, and ſurmounted all Misfortunes. and that be knowech 
how to govern Nations, but only to demoniſtrate that he is the Maſter of an 
inſolent Spirit? If there are any who will not be contented with this reaſon, 
and will take diſtaſt at what I have ſaid, I do let him alone to believe what he 
pleaſeth, and that my Book being petulant all over, all may be taken for raile- 
ry which I have ſpoken. - That which maketh moſt for me, and which clearly 
ſheweth, that I do not mind the reputation of a — Writer, is, That having 
not put my Name unto my Book, the glory which I do give my ſelf can convey 
unto me no profit at all. I am a meer ſtranger to this Impertinence, againſt 
which an Antient Writer hath ſo much cryed out, who having made a Book, 
upbraiding the vanity of thoſe, who by their Writings would purchaſe renown 
unto themielves, did not forbear tram naming himſelf the Author of it. I have 
not been ſo vain as to commit the like fault, after I have ſo much miſprized that 
glory. I am not ignorant of the ſubtilty of Phydias, who being forbidden. to 
write his Name at the foot of the Statue of Minerva which he had made, did 
draw his own Pourtraict in a little corner of che Buckler of the ſaid Goddeſle, 
that there it might be alwayes ſeen ; but if I ſhould find room to ſet forth my 
ſelf in ſome part of my Book, wher it might be diſcovered who] am, l do believe 
that I ſhould not do it; At the leaſt, I ami moſt confident that I ſhould never 
ſuffer to have my name printed in the Frontiſpiece, or firſt Leaf of the Book, 
much leſſe to have it paſted on the Walls of the City: for it is not my humor 
to take pride, that on every Sunday my Name ſhould afflict the Doors of the 
Churches, and the Pillars in the corners of the Streets; Nor ſhould I glory to 
have it ſeen amongſt the Titles of the Comedians, or to ſee it on the Walls, 
keeping Company with thoſe who profeſſe they cure the Pox, and broken Bel- 
lies. I doubt not but many, ſeeing my reſolution to conceal my elf, will have 
as great a reſolution themſelves to enquire after me, and will importunately 
deſire the Bookſellers to acquaint them who Jam; I will therefore ſend them 
back with chat brisk anſwer of the Lacedemoni an, who being demanded by a 
Friend whom be did meet with, what he carried under his Cloak, replyed 
to him, The queſtion which you propound unto me, is in vain; for, if I had a 
Deſire that you ſhould know what it is, I would not cover it. With the ſame 
mony I muſt pay thoſe, who have too much Curioſity concerning this Book, 
and I'am content that they ſhould take it to be as ſome Infant found in the 
Streets, who hath either made up himſelf, or who hath no Father that can be 
found to take care for him. Do the Readers believe that | am obliged to ac- 
uaint them with my Name, when I can never learn their Names, and when 
an infinite number of Men, who are never to be of my Acquaintance, ſhall read 
it in my Book ? lt there be any to whom I ſhall be obliged to diſcover my 
Name, it ſhall be to my intimate Friends, who will take my pains in good 
part; whenthoſe who do notknow it , will, peradventure blame me, finding 
that I did addict my ſelf to ſuch petulant and idle Subjects, hen I bad ſo many 
ſerious Thoughts to deliver. 

As Francus was ſpeaking this, Raymond was very attentive to him, and ſaid 
unto him, I muſt confeſſe tbat you have the moſt noble, and the moſt generous 
apprehenſions in the world. I ſhould be never a weary to liſten to you. You 
exquiſitely do expreſſe your (elf on a variety of Subjects, which do all deſerve 
to be recorded; and ic ſeems to me, that the Readers of your books ſhould 
be glad to find there the like advertiſements which you now declare. You do 
too much oblige me ( ſaid Francion ) but I dare aſſure you, That it is moſt ne- 
ceſſary oftentimes to make an Advertiſemenc, ora Preface to the Reader; for 
many particulars are there oftentimes contained, which conduce unto the ad- 
vancement of our Underſtanding ; nevertheleſſe moſt men are ſo careleſſe, 
that they ſeldom, or never, read the Preface , not knowing, T hat oftentimes 

B bb 2 there 


— — 


% 


— — — — — IS CO —— 0 äNR&8——c᷑ũ%ũ , ——j— 


13 


T he (omical Hiſtory Lib. 11, 


there is more there than in all the reſt of the Book, and the Author there 
makes manifeſt with what ſpirit he is endued, One day I demanded of a Gen- 
tleman of that humour, wherefore he did not read the Prefaces. He made an- 
ſwer, becauſe he believed they wereall of one making, and baving read one of 
them in his life, he conceived it was enough; he conjeRured alſo that the Con- 
tents and the Title reſembled one another. Bur let not choſe do ſo, who ſhall 
have my Books within their hands, it they will oblige me to have any eſteem 
of them. Let them be carefull to read all my Prefaces ; for I am moſt elabou- 
rate in them, and inſert not any thing which is not uſefull. I will be none of 
thoſe Readers ( ſaid Raymond that ſhall tail in that particular; But tell me, I 
pray you, what is the Book which you compoſed laſt? It is a pleaſant Hiſtory 
( ſaid Francion) It is already made, and yet not one word written of it; It is a 
ſharp and a pointed Satyre on the minds and manners of ſome men, of whom 
] aſſume the liberty to ſpeak moſt freely; and becauſe the ſtile is not ordinary, 
and 1 cannot give ſuch a Title to the Book as is able to expreſſe what it doth 
contain, I will call it 7he Book without a Title. That ſhall be the Title of the 
Book, and yet that ſhall not be the Title of it, howloever it will agree well e- 
nough with ſuch a fantaſtical piece. The Subject on which I will expreſſe my 
ſelf, ſhall be to decipher the life and the vices of many perſons of great quality, 
who pretend to be grave and ſerious, and have nothing but Hypocriſie in their 
hearts. And as the Book doth bear a Title, and yet is without a Title, fo I 
have thought upon another thing which is very agreeable to it, It is, to inſert 
an Epiſtle Dedicatory, which ſhall be no Epiſtle Dedicatory, or at leaſt to 
dedicate it, without having of ic dedicared at all. This is my Invention, you 
ſhall find theſe words printed in the beginning of the ſecond leaf, in great Let- 
ters 70 THE GRANDIES, as if it were the addreſſe of a Dedicatory, and 
under it ſhall follow this Epiſtle. 

It is not to dedicate this Book to you that I make this Epiſtle; but it is, that 
you may underſtand that I do not dedicate it unto you. You will, peradventure, 
object, It is no ſuch great Preſent, and but a Packet only of idle and fooliſh 
actions, which I have as idly obſerved, and collected, but you will ſay, Why 
do you not give unto us an account of virtuous Deeds?Why ſhall I not have the 
liberty to ſpeak of thoſe things which great men dare do? I have too free a Spi- 
rit to conceal the Truth, and if 1 had the leiſure, 1 had inlarged this Volume 
with the lives of infinite perſons, who do ſeem to challenge place in my Hiſto- 
ry, by their continual enormities. But if thoſe, of whom in my Satyrical enter- 
tainments I have already made mention, doe not conſider that I appear firſt of 
all in the rank, and are not contented to ſpeak unto me, becauſe I have ſpoke 
of them, Do you know what they will gain to find themſelves offended ? Tis 
this, T hey will diſcover to all the world, that it is of them whom, ] do ſpeak, 
which was not known before; and moreover, they will procure, that for the 
time to come | ſhall not feign to name them, becauſe they have begun to do ir 
themſelves. Do you conceive that a man of ſuch a temper doth perplex him» 
ſelf about the Dedication of Books? and that I whocan adore no perfections 
but what are divine, ought to humble my felt before multitudes, who are obli- 
ged to give thanks to Fortune, that ſhe hath granted them riches to cover their 
defects? You are to underſtand,that ] look not on the world but as a Comedy, 
and eſteem of men no more, but only as they do act well t he part which is gi- 
ven to them. He who is a Peaſant, and liveth according to the Rules of bone- 
ſty in that condition, doth ſeem ro me more commendable, than he who is 
born a Gentleman, and performeth not the actions of a Gentleman. So that 
prizing every one according as he is, and not according to that which he hath, 
I do equally eſteem thoſe who have the charge of the greateſt affairs, with 
thole who have only buta charge of raggs upoa their baggs, it Virtue doth not 
make the difference. Nevertheleſſe, I have not ſo little a conſideration to the 
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truth, but that I do believe there may be found a Generation as illaſtrious for 
their Merit, as their Birth and Fortunes, and that this age is not ſo barbarous, 
but that there are ſome of you who love honourable actions, let but thoſe who 
are of the number cauſe themſelves to be known better than heretofore, and I 
promiſe them that then I will not only dedicate Books unto them, but ſtall be 
ready to live and dye in their ſervice. 

This is the Epiſtie which I have addreſſed to the Grandies , which is for all 
that not an Epiltle, or at leaſt is not dedicative, but it is rather a negative E- 
piſtle. Ri mond replyed , It is bold, and gallant, and no man can be offended 
at it, for it is not to men of Virtue to whom you ſpeak, they are exempted , 
but wlien will it be that in earneſt you will ſet your ſelf in work about it? I hope 
( ſaid Frexc:ow ) that within a ſe days I ſhall put Pen to Paper, to write my 
laſt work, but Iwill not publiſh it, no more than Iwill the entire Hiſtory in 
which 1 will labour when I ſhall attain unto the Haven where I do defire to 
arrive. For my ſelf, I do not affect to torment my ſp-rits , I doe not write but 


only to divert my ſelf, and before I do take my Pen into my hand, I do take 


my Lute from the Caſe, and aſter I have wrote a leaf, I do walk, and play, 
which is to me as the reſpite of Muſick betwixt the acts of a Comedy. Obſerve 
what are the pains which I take, 1 bite not my Nails in meditation of what I 
am to write; Would it be fit, do you think, to make poſterity partake in things 
no better ſludied ? I ſhould have repented to have been elaborate, for I deſire 
that none but my familiar Friends may peruſe thoſe works which I ſhall com- 
poſe. It will be ſome comfort to me ( ſaid Raymond) that I am one of that 
number, and alſo I do perſwade my ſelf, that your Hiſtory being finiſhed , you 
will not forget me. My brave friend ( ſaid Francion ) upon my faith you ſpeak 
too ſeriouſly concerning that which is nothing worth; I will not leave you in 
this error; you muſt underſtand I am no ſuch great Scholar, as, ſince our firſt 
acquaintance in France, I have made you, for pleaſure to believe. There is more 
of me in apparence than in effect; I have by heart ſome pieces of my friends, 
of which I debate oftentimes with my ſelf, and when I have preſented any 
thing to perſonages of Honour, I in the like manner do aſſiſt my ſelf with the 
labours of other men, or do add ſomething to it of my ſelf which is of no value. 
How can it be, that ſo poor a Cavallier as my ſelf ſhould have learned ſo much? 
It is for thoſe to be learned who are Gentlemen of that profeſſion , and have 
ſlept upon Parnaſſus Hill. See here a pleaſing Diſſimulation, Do you think 
( faid Raymond) to excuſe your ſelf from ſnewing me your works? Becauſe 
you will have it ſo ( replyed Francion ) I will ſhew unto you all that which I 
have compoſed, although it be not worthy of your eye. It was well known 
that Francion had not ſo narrow a capacity; Ina ſhort time he was able to 
accompliſh whatſoever he undertook , but it was true, that this was the ſea» 
ſon, in which ke had rather give a Subiect to others to write upon, than to 
write himſelf. He was now buſie on other thoughts, and ſeeing that Hortex- 
ſis, who was always the ſame man, was indued with an incomparable pre- 
ſumption, he determined to pur ſome pleaſant deſign in practice to make him- 
ſelf merry with him. He communicated this deſign to Raymond, Du Buiſſon, 
and Audebert, without whom he could do nothing at all, and the more to 
advance the plot, he made partakers of it four A/man Gentlemen, with whom 
he was acquainted , Men of a gallant Converſation, and whom Herten as 
yet had never ſeen. One day as he was with him, Audebert entred into the 
Chamber, and ſaĩidꝰ? There are lately ſome Po/onians come to Rome, Know 
you not what buſineſſ e they have to do? It is ſaid that their King is dead, but 
1 have not yet heard who is he whom they have choſen to — him, It muſt 
be ſome Prince of Italy who is now in this City. 

All who — ſaid, it was the firſt news they had heard of it, and diſ- 
courſing with themſelves who ſhould be King of Polonia, One named one 
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Prince, and another another. I his paſſed in this manner, and Du B#iſſon 
departed from them on purpoſe to walk up and down the City; and re- 
turning afterwards to Raymond, as Francis, Doriri, and Horten/ins , 
whom he had left with them , were fitting down to Supper, he did ſpeak 
with a ſerious Countenance, Hardly, on my taith, will you believe that which 
{ have learned abroad; it is true, there are Polonjans in this City, who 
are come to find out him whom they have choſen for their King. I have 
enquired who it is; It was repreſented to me that they have elected a French 
Gentleman, who, being indued with ſingular Learning , will eſtabliſh Ju- 
ſtice amongſt them in her primitive ſplendor, and by his + good Counſell 
will make them ſucceſſefull in their Warrs. I did ſpeak to one Man, who 
told me, that he who is to be their King, is called Hertenſius, and that the Po- 
loniaus did much rejoyce to have a King, who; in a direct line procee- 
ded from an antient Conſul of Rowe, and turning to Horten/iss, he pro- 
ceeded , Sir, It muſt needs be you. But is that true which you ſpeak 
ſaid Horte»-ſins ? Buiſſon replyed, Let me not live if it be not fo ; 
You ſpeedily will find ſufficient aſſurances of it, Thereupon every 
one did begin to ſpeak ſeriouſly of it, rejoycing at ſo good a For- 
tune, inſomuch that Hertenſius was quite beſides himſelf. 

They had not half ſupped, but a Caroach and ſome Horſes were heard to 
arrive at the Gate of the Houſe, and there was one who twice or thrice knoc- 
ked at the Door; Petronius, a Gentleman who belonged to Francion, was ſent 
down to underſtand who it was. He brought word they were Pol-nians, who 
ſaid they would ſpeak with a Signior named Horrexfins. It is you (ſaid Fran- 
cion ) they would ſpeak with; there is no doubt to be made of it. Good 
God ! Why did we Sup ſo late? How rudely doth this Chamber ſhow ? They 
will find all things out of order. Hertenſius had then a glaſſe of Wine in his 
hand, which he was conveying to his mouth; but as the Proverb doth affirm, 
That many things do happen betwixt the cup and the mouth, this News did ſo 
raviſh him with an exilience of joy, that his hand failed, and both glaſſe and 
Wine did fall down together; It is ſpilt and broken, but it is no great matter, 
ſaid tranſported Hortenſi ; But what a Fool was I to put on ſuch diſgracefull 
Cloaths, this day > What will che Ambaſſadors ſay, to ſee me ſo ill appoin- 
red ? I would that I had been advertiſed of their comming but a little ſooner, 
I would have taken care to have accommodated my ſelf better, and Raymond 
would have lent me his richeſt Cloak. You muſt be ſomething ( ſaid Ray- 
mond) in the faſhion of their Country, I will tell you what you ſhall do; 
whereupon they all riſing from the Table, the Groom did take away, and put 
all things in Ryymonds Chamber in as good order as poſſibly he could. Ray- 
mind (ent into his Wardrobe for a ſhort Coat lined with Furr, the out- ſide be- 
ing of Roſe-colour Sattin, which he was accuſtomed to wear when he was not 
well. He ſaid unto Hortenſius, I hrow that upon your ſhoulders. The Po- 
loniant will give you the more reſpect, ſeeing that you are already habited ac- 
cording to the faſhion of their Country; for there they make uſe of Furrs al- 
together, becauſe it is more cold in their Country than in this. Horten ſius 
was poſleſſed with ſo extreme a Joy, that he believed all manner of 
Counſels. He put on the Coat very readily, and being ſet in a high Chair, 
according to the advice of Francion, they did all ſtand bare- headed on both 
ſides of him, to give an opinion to the Poleniant that he was ſome grand Signi- 
or. Raymond whiſpered him in the ear, Be ſure you have your Latin Tongue 
in a readineſſe, for, no doubt, their Oration will be in that Language, it is as fa- 
miliar with them as their Mother Tongue ; and 1 aſſure my ſelt, that one of the 
reaſons for which they elected you to be their King, is, becauſe they are adver- 
tized you are an extraordinary Latin Scholar. 

As he ſpake thoſe words, the four Aims , who were apparelled according 


to 


Lib, II. Of Francion; 


16 


to the Polonian faſhion, did enter into the Chamber, with ſix Torches burning 
before them. The moſt apparent of the Troup, who repreſented the Ambaſſa- 
dor, did make a profound reverence tb Hortenſiu, and thoſe who attended: on 
him, afterwards he made this Speech, having firſt methodically coughed , and 
ſtroaked and wiped both his Maſtachioes one after the other, 

Mortus Ladiſiao Rege noftro , Princeps inviſtiſſime, (he did pronounce 
thoſe. words in a loud and moſt pracefull accent, ) Polos divine numine offlati 
te Regem ſuffragits ſuis elegerunt, cum te Juſtitia & Prudentid adeo ſimilem 
22 credant, ut ex cineri bus illius quaſi Phanix alter videaris ſurrexiſſe. 

unc er. ge n 5 tibi ſubmittimus, ut habe nas Re gui noſtri ſuſcipere dignerir. In 
purſuance of this, the Ambaſſador made a long Panegyrick to Hortenſius, in 
which, to ſpeak the truth, he had many elegant expreſſions; for he was a v 
learned man. Amongſt other things, he declared, That the Reaſon whic 
moſt particularly moved the Po{orians'to elect Hertenſius for their King, (be- 
ſides the renown which he had gained by bis Writings, which were ſpred 
through all Countries ) was, That he was the Man of whom the antient Sages 
of that Conniry were believed ro ſpeak in their Prophecies of a learned 
King which ſhould make Polonia the happieſt Country on the Barth. When 
the Orator had ended, Hortenſins laluting him with a nod of his head, which 
ſhewed his gravity, did make anſwer in theſe few words, Per me redibit aurea 
etas, Sit i ius populus bonus, bonus ro Rex. He would ſpeak no more at that 

preſent, believing, that Princes ought not to be too prodigal of their words, 
ſeeing that one accent of theirs is worth fiye hundred of their Subjects. The 
Poloni aus made unto him many humble Reverencez, and taking their leaves of 
him, did uſe ſuch ſtrange geſtures, as if they had been raviſhed with admiration. 
Oge of them could not forbear from ſaying,0 miraculum Mundi ! O Rex Chry- 
heme, quali Pattolns ex oro us emanet ? Another cried out, O alter Amphion ! 
quorgrbes ſouus tud-vocu edificarnyint eft ? And fo they departed, accumulating 
him wich all praiſes, and Prefages, as the future glory of Polania, and Franci- 
on 2 _ them down with#n extreme joy, to ſee them act their parts un- 
tothe liſe. 855 
Upon his return, Buſſin being newly come out of his extaſie, in which he 
feigned himſelf to be, did caſt himſelf down before the knees of Hertenſias, and 
* anto him wich a voice weak and faint, Great Prince, Have a care of your 
faithfull Servant, now your Virtues have added one ſpoke more to the wheel 
of your Fortune; Make me your Creature, and give me ſome place in which I 
may live with Honour. Frascios plucking him from him, reproved him for 
his impudence, ſo ſuddenly to importune the King, and ſaid unto him, Cannot 
you have the patience to attend unt il he be arrived to bis Dominions ? If Da 
&uiſſon do not deport himſelf more wiſely ( ſaid Hertenſiut) I ſhall tell him, 
That he deſerveth to be rejected when he demandet h any thing; 
and that F4ancios deſerveth to have any thing granted to him when be 
demandeth it not. | 

As this paſſed, there did ariſe a queſtion, whether Hertenſus ſhould ſtay 
where he was, or return to his ordinary Lodging? Kaymond. was of opinion 
that he ſhould not go, becauſe the place was too little, and that it were expe- 
dient he ſhould ſtay there, where he ſhould be as Maſter of them all; and be- 
cauſe that all the French Nation would think themſelves honoared by the 
Kingdom of Polonje, who had made choice of him, there was ſcarce a French 
man inRewe, he ſaid, but would come to attend upon his perſon, as if they were 
his followers , and do him honour before the Polonians. Raymond having 
ſpoken theſe words, did refigh the poſſeſſion of his Chamber to him, and liea- 
ving him a Groom to help him off with his cloaths, he retired into another 
room with the reſt of the Company. | 
They were no ſooner departed, but Hortenſius called for Audebert, being - 

ready 
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ready deſirous to uſe the authority of a King; hen he was come, he told him 
that he muſt ſit up the greateſt part of that night by his Bedſide, becauſe the 
cares which did poſſeſſe him did binder him from ſleeping. Au iebert was ve- 
ry glad of it, for being of a pregnant underſtanding , he hoped , by his long 
5 — , and extravagant diſcourſes, Hortevſius would become a Fool, and 
that ſo they ſhould receive the more pleaſure from him. A«gebere my friend 
{ ſaid Hortenjius } Didſt not thou remember that the Polonians ſaid, rhat th 
had Prophecies concerning me, they are not deceived in it; If we ſhall but 
conſult with the Ephemersdes , we ſhall diſcover very rare conſequences ; Didft 
not thou read when we were at Paris the Almanack ot J. Petit of Parw, and 
that of Larivay the young 7 roen,' I. am periwaded that they did pro noſti- 
cate of my adventures. One of them ſaith, that on this time there ſhall be a 
change of the affairs towards the North, and that the humble ſhall be exalted. 
Is it not a great change, when they come ſo far to look for a King ? and have 
I not always walked humbly before God ? Itis to be imagined that you have 
( faid Andebert.) I would that we had the Oracles of the Sibylls , the Book of 
Abbot loachims,the Revelation of Saint Fridger, the Prophecies of Merlin, or 
the Centuries of Noſtradamus, we ſhould there, no doubt, find ſomethin 
which hath been ſpoken of you, and to tell you che truth, all choſe books are 
very gentile, and very uſefull ;, Things are not to be marked there, but when 
they are come to paſſe ; But whether they have made mention or not of your 
Royalty, what need you to care, ſinte it is arrived to you? O ( replyed 
Ho tenſias) It would be of great uſe unto me, for I may poſſibly find that alſo 
which may befall me all the remainder of my life, and by that means I may 
withdraw my (elf from the dangers; which do threaten me. Wherefore, if you 
will gain my favour, make it now appear unto me by your expedition, and 
ſeek out tor me the Revelations of Saint Bridget, our Hoſt bath ſome part of 
them. Audebert, who to pleaſe bimſelf did indeayour to pleaſe him, did in- 
quire for the Book, and at laſt obtained it, Herteuſius cauſed him to read the 
Prophecies, to which he liſtned with great attention, and when he heard an 
thing which ſeemed to ſquare with his own adventures, he did read it himſelf 
nine or ten times over, and did merk the Page with his Nail, and havin 
made extravagant explications thereon , he did dictate them to Audeberr, who 
did wrire them down for him. In this manner they paſſed away the preateſt 
part of that night, and at the laſt their heads nodding to one another, as if 
they would both fall from their ſnoulders on the Book, they reſolved to give 
ſome hours of Indulgence to ſleep and reſt. Hertenſius being in bed, did ſpeak 
to Audebert to come to Bed to him, but he was very ceremonious, and alle 
that ir was too much honour for him to lie with a Prince, and therefore he 
would not commit ſo great an overſight , but Hortenſius aſſured him that he 
ſhould lie with him for once , and that he would not permit him to refuſe that 
happineſſe, ſo long as the Scepter was not yet in his hand. Awidebert in obe- 
dience to his command, coming into the Bed to him, they both of them imme» 
diately did fall aſleep, and ſo ſoundly, as if they had laid a wager which of 
them ſhould have their ſenſes moſt beclowded. As for the Groom of the 
Chamber, he did goto bed long before, being weary of waiting on ſuch a 
Ma ſter. 

The next morning Audebert awaked very early, and having put on his 
cloꝛths, he called to the Groom of the Chamber, to come and an Hortenſius 
to make himſelt ready ( for he would have him to be obſerved with all reſpect) 
and he had the honour himſelf to bring him a clean ſhirt : In taking of t he foul 
ne, ſo ranł a ſmell did ſurprize his Noſtril, that he could noc forhear from 
ſpe*king to him; Wo is me how ſtrongly do you ſmell > And how do] ſmellꝰ 
re, ſyed Hontenſius, Do not you conſider that I begin to appear to be a King 

in all things? Do you not perceive how much already I 1avour of Alexander? 
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dinary ſucceſſe. He who had wrote ſo many Romances found it not ſtrange 
at all, that from a poor Writer, he was become a Kings ſeeing that he had 


often wrote of the hike adventures, in which he could find nothing fo truly re- 
ſembling the condition of a King, as he perceived in his own, and he was ſo 
accuſtomed to theſe things, that he found nothing extraordinary. 
As Francion, Raymond, and Hortenſius, did ſeriouſly entertain themſelves an 
theſe Prophecies, Dx Bui ſſos did interrupt them, and ſaid to; Hortenſewr, Be 
pleaſed to inform my Ignorance,I know not yet by what Fitle to call you,whe- 
ther by the Title of Monſieur, or Monſigneur, or of Sire. Horren/ins made 
anſwer, When I have the Crown upon my head, it will be good to call me Sire. 
For the preſent, I will content my ſelf with the Title of Monſeigneur- Pardon 


us ( ſaid Raymond) if when you ſhall be pleaſed to command us, we in this 


ſhall diſobey you. There is no queſtion of it to he made, but you at this ꝓre- 
ſeat are to bs entituled Sire; for you a lonꝑ time have been King by merit, al- 
though not by condition. Do as you pleaſe then ( replyed Hartenus, ) But 
vod Ds Buiſſon, what is it that you would ſay unto me? Sir, Idemand of you 
ſaid Du Burſſox ) If being in Polonia you would not equally — Ju- 
ice ? And, as you recompence Verrve, whether you would not alſo puniſh 
Vice? And remembringſchſe who have heretgfore offended you, whether 
you would not by ſome fair pretences dra them to your Court, to put them 
there to death? I have heard mention made of Eſcluſtu, of Saluſt, the Tooth- 
drawer, and ſome Serjeants, who have not intreated you as they ought, Will 
you not call chem to an account for it? Hortewfius having a little meditated 


* 


with himſelf, did make anſwer, Underſtand me, It is not requiſite that the King 


of Polonia ſhould take care to revenge himſelf of the lajuries which were done 
to the Poet Hortenſiam. Icompoſe this Apothegm « having that ofa King of 
of France for my Example, who after he was Kidg , would not revenge 
himſelf of the Injuries done unto; him when he was but Duke of Orle- 
ance. My readings in this Nature ſhall profit me much for the time to come, 
and I will write unto my Hoſteſſe of Pari to ſend me my-HFooks of Common- 
places, which I have left in pawn with her for five and thirty Sous which: 1 db 
owe her; When I have thoſe Books, no Subject ſhall be propounded to 
me, but I will bave an anſwer ready, from thoſe. of the antient Monarchs 
whoſe lives I have folded down. But until thoſe Books come; I will make uſe 
of Plutarch, and the Collections of Eraſmut; And you, my dear Friends, who 
do now aſſiſt me, Iwill teach you, and I will give you all that 1 have, in the 
Imitation of Alexander, and reſerve to my ſelf oni the Hope · Do you ſee 
tohat an application] make of things, and I will fo continue them, that the 
Book which hereafter ſhall be made of my Hiſtory, ſhall be the moſt excellent 
one in the world. You Audebert, it ſeems toane that your Humor is appre- 
henſive, and curious enough, it ſhall be your imployment to collect all my 
Apothegms. In the morning you ſhall come unto me, and it ſhall: be late at 
night before you depart from me, ang ſometimes you ſhall lie all night — my 
cc am- 
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Chamber ; for in the Night · time, if | awake, and ſpeak any thing at all, it will 
be ſure to be an Apothegm. Busſſ#» interrupted him, and ſaid, What? If you 
ask for the Chamber-porto make water, or what if you are married , will you 
entertain Madam the Queen withApothegws only? Hold your peace(ſaid Hor- 
tenſius) it is not to you I ſpeak, it is to you my Audebert » who ſhall keep a 
Regiſter of that which every day I ſhall ſpeak of. It is an excellent invention, 
and which will coſt nothing · They keep a Regiſter of expences in every houſe, 
be it never ſo little; The Receivers and Treaſurers of Princes are impleyed all 
the year in keeping of Accounts; And ſhall chere not be a Man appointed 
punGually to ſer down whatſoever word the King doth ſpeak? 1 will not fall 
into that fault, and you ſhall be my Hiſtoriographet. What penſion will you 
allow me (Sir) ſaid Andebert ? The King of Polonia made anſwer, You do 
precipitate too much to demand that ion. Be patient till I can ſee what 
acres I can ſpare, I cannot diſpoſe of places of Preferment to you, according to 
your expectation, until I am firſt acquainted with the Courſe of my Af- 


An 

As he ſpake that, Raymond told him, That he ſhould ſuddenly have the op- 
portunity to inform himſelf of the Eſtate in which his Kingdom was, and that 
the Poloniars were invited to come to dinner to him. This news was very 
wellcom to him, being deſirous to know their humour. He was apparalleld 
as on the day before, in a Suit of Spaniſh cloath, of colour 4e Rey. They 
cauſed him to throw over his ſhoulder his little furred Coat, and they made 


faſt a great Brooch to his Hat , that he might the better appear in the Poloni- 


an garb. 

, that hecame down into the Hall, where not long afterwards the 
Germans came diſguiſed in Polonian habits ; They did ſalute him with infinite 
reſpe&s, and made a great difficulty to be ſo bold as to dine with their Ma- 
ſter at his own Table. To reconcile all, Hertenſius ſate at the upper end, lea- 
ving three or four places empty, and the company obſerving that diſtance, 
did fie down on either fide of the Table, which was a very long one. Dus» 
ring the time of Dinner, all the diſcoutſe was to his praiſe ; Every action 
was admired, and he ſpake not a word, but it was cryed up for an Oracle, ſo 
that his preſumption did blind him more and more, and made him believe 
that all which he heard was true. When the cloath was taken away, there ar- 
rived many French Gentlemen, to whom Raymond had imparced the 
drollery , who came to eſtabliſh a Court for Hortenſius , as if he had been a 
Prince of their own Nation; ln the mean time Doris addreſſed himſelf to 
Nays, toacquaint her with this Comedy, and to know if ſhe pleaſed to en- 
tertain this delightfull Company. He no ſooner underſtood that ſhe would 
be moſt glad to ſee this new King, bat immediatly be returned to acquaint 
Franxcies with it, who demanded of Hertenſius if he would paſſe away that 
Afternoon with the moſt beautifull Lady in Italy; He made anſwer, he ſhould 
be glad to ſolace himſelf with that divertiſement, and immediatly three Ca- 
roaches were prepared for all the Company. He refuſed to goe abroad with 
his Coat lined with Furr , becauſe the Poloniavs bad no iuch attire them- 
ſelves , but it was repreſented to him, that they did not accuſtom themſelves 
to wear Furts in that Country, becauſe it was a warm Climat, and although 
it was not untaſhionable to have a Cloak unlined as was theirs, yet it would 
not become him to ſhew himſelf ſo moveable or uncertain, as to leave off 
that faſhion and habiliment which he had taken. In this manner they conten- 
ted him, and he took his Caronch , the Poloni ant being with him in it, and 
Audebert, who was always tobe with him, to write down whatſoever he 
ſaid. The other two Caroaches were filled with French Gentlemen, and they 
followed the former which wasmuch looked upon by all the People. Some be- 
lieved they were Maskers, & that they were to dance ſome Mask, but they were 
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m uch amazed to ſee Mummeries at that ſeaſon of the year, which Wes 
off from Shroversde, Nays entertained them honourably, and at that time 
invited Ladies did arrive to ice the new King of Polonia. He ſhewed 

himſeif ſo courteous , that he would not (it down unleſſe that they were ſea- 
red allo. For the Gentlemen to teſtifie their reſpe& unto the Prince,, were 
contented to be barcheaded , and to lean ſome againſt one place, and ſome a- 
gainſt another. The firſt Complement which Nays ſpake, was, that ſhe wat 
exceſſively glad of the happineſſe which was arrived to the molt excellent per- 
ſonage in the world , and the had now a reaſon to believe that God would 
deſtroy Mankind no more, becauſe he was pleaſed that the Scepter ſhould be 

iven to ſuch a one , who would reſtore the Univerſe to its Primitive Beauty. 
That which (Madam) you ought more to admire ( ſaid Buffon ) is, that of 
a ſmall ching be hath vouchſafed to make a great one, as if a Pyramid ſhould 
ſtand on its own ſpire ; and ſo indeed all things do increaſe , the ſmalleſt Ri- 
vers do ſwell into a Sea, an Acorn grows into an Oak, and our King who 
was almoſt nothing , is now advanced into a Potentate, His life is governed 
by a Deſtiny, contrary to that of Dionyſius the Tyrant, who from a King de- 
ſcended into a Pedant, but he from a Pedant is promoted to a King. Learn 
to ſpeak more modeſtly ( ſaid Hortenſius ) How fooliſh and inconſiderate is 
your youth! I deny not ( ſaid Hortenſins ) that I ariſe but from ſmall begin- 
nings, but what need t his de ſpoken? We ought to forger all which is paſſed, 
as if it had never been, and we ought to believe that Fortune is drunk, and 
doth not know what ſhe hath done ber ſelf, when ſhe lendeth calamities un- 
to Kings. How many Kings have been known to come from a ſordid pedigree, 
that have not been eſteemed the leſſe for that? Tamberlas was a Swineberd , 
Ag atbecles was the Son of a Potter, and to put him in remembrance of his 
Parentage , he commanded that they ſhould mingle Veſſels of Earth with 
thoſe of Gold and Silver, It is well known that Aaſonius who was a good Au- 
thor Compoſed this Verſe. Fama eſt Fiftilibmr cœnaſſe Agathoclea regem, 
&c. But without going ſo far, One of the Pings, even of our Polonia, was a 
Labourer, and yet in memory of him, they laid up his Sandals in the Treaſu- 
ry. It is an obſervation of no uſe, Beſides it is well known, I am not of ſo 
baſe aPedigree,and if peradventure I were, I ought not to be eſteemed the leſs. 
Look in the Romances all over, and you ſhall find what a cognizance there 
is. Chariclea was believed to be the Daughter of a Prieſt, but ſhe was pro- 
ved afterwards to be the Daughter of a King. Daphnis and Chloe were con- 
ceived to be the Children of a poor Shepherd, and it was afterwards diſcove- 
red that great Signiors were their Fathers; and I believe that the paſſages of 
my life being interwoven with ſo many wonders , I ſhall be acknowledged at 
laſt to be the Son of ſome great Prince. They will bring me my Cradle, my 
Mackinder, and my Hobbyborſe garniſhed with pretious ſtones , which will 
add faith to the Nobility of my Race. My Heart tells me ſo, and I am confi- 
dent ir is notin vain that I make this preſage , for the celeſtial inſpirations are 
never found to be Lyars. It is eaſie to be ſeen that I am of the Royal Progeny, 
for never any Man bad ſo great a deſire to be King, as I have. 

All this which you repreſent unto us is true ( ſaid Frascion ) and moreover 
take notice that the year of Fabilee approacheth, and we ought not to doubt 
but that many Princes who have made clandeſtine marriages will then diſco- 
ver them to receive abſolution for their offences. I have heard it reported, that 
on the laſt Jubilee there were ſome Potentates who acknowledged in this man- 
ner their own Children. Hortenſius did ſtill hold ſome diſcourſe in conſiderati- 
on of thisSubject, & obſerving that Audebert did for bear to be attentive to him, 
being buſie in communication with De B=iſſon, ini omuch, that although he 
had taken his Table Book, to write down all that which the King ſhould ſay, 
yet be had not of late written any thing at all, he made a ſign to him with his 
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eyes, and then ſaid unto him, Audabert, write down all, Do you not ob- 
ſerve that this is remarkable? I have put downall already, ſaving the Latin 
only ( ſaid Audebert) Whereupon Hertenſius all along did dictate to him 
the Epigrame of Auſeniu, believing it was ſomething of great conſequence 
to his life, which convayed an incredible pleaſure to the ſanders by; But 
Da Bxiſſon who could not hold his peace, did ſay unto him, Sir, I kao but 
one word of Latin, and it is, Simia ſemper Simis. Heretofore you have ſpo · 
ken it your ſelf, and now you prove it. Obſerve but this Wagg\ſaid Her res- 
ſis ) yeſterday when the Gentlemen of Polonia had told me that their Com- 
patriots bad given unto me the Scepter of the Nation, I believed that I ſhould 
want nothing but Jeaſters about me to be a King, but now I ſee I ſhall not 
fail of them. All theſe Anſwers of Horten ſeemed admirable to the ſtan- 
ders by, and at every word the Ambaſſadours would lift up their hands to 
Heaven, ſpeaking with admiration in the Latin Tongue. O how great is this 
his wiſdom ! He is as full of ſweetneſſe as of clemency ! how contented ſhall 
our Polinia be to have him! Piat faith, That to make Commonwealths 
flouriſh, Philoſophers muſt reign, or that Kings muſt be Philoſophers. Behold 
here one of thofe Kings which he deſireth; Since we are informed that he 
bath been a Regent Maſter in the Univerſities , he muſt of neceſſity teach Lo · 
gick , which is the firſt part of Philoſophy , and he muſt have it alſo at his 
fingers ends, Becauſe that Nays did not underſtand the Latin Tongue, Fran- 
cion ſtood near unto her, and expounded every word what they laid. For 
the French Tongue ſhe did ſpeak it perfectly her fell. 

At the laſt,to put Hortenſius upon ſome agreeable diſcourſe, ſhe of her own 
accord did ſay unto him, that ſhe had beard he had a defire to compoſe five 
or ſix excellent Romances , ſome part whereof he had begun, ſhe demanded 
of him if he would now take the pains to continue them. He made anſwer, 
that he now had other things to doe, and rhatthe might have Scholars enough 
to accompliſh them for him. As for himſelf he was fo reſolved that words 
ſhould give place to actions, for he had an extreme deſire utterly to extir- 
pate the race of the Orromans , and advance his own perſon to conquer the /- 
dumæn palmes, ſo that he was determined to put all into Armes, as ſoon as 
he ſhould come into Polenia. Remember me then I beſeech you(faid D BU 
ſon ) and give me a company of Carabivs upon the Sea · Go too then ( ſaid 
Hortenſius ) you ſhall have a Company, but I believe that you merit rather 
the place of the Kings Fool, than 2 other. 

Franciam fearing that the King of Polonia would grow into a choler, and 
that Da Bui ſſon would not be able to contain bimſelf, did alter the ſcene of 
the diſcourſe, and ſaid unto Herten, But what are the Laws and Ordi- 
nances which you will eſtabliſh to make your people happy? I would willin 
ly 5 of this, replyed Hertenſius, but that the Paleniſhᷣ Gentlemen who 
are here preſent may underſtand me, I will thereſore that my Eſtate be made 
famous, as much for Letters as for Arms, and the rather to foften the ſtub- 
born humour of the Coſacks , who are a Martial people, I wilt cauſe a whole 
dozen of Poets to come from Paris, who ſhall eſtabliſh an Academy, and 
give Laws for Poeſie and Romances, My defire is, that all the world ſhall 
make Books in my Kingdom, and on all Subjects. The Romances ſhall be 
no more of Love and War only, but they ſhall contain as well ſubjects of 
Law, of Merchandiſe, and of Receipts of the Exchequer, In this courſe of 
Affairs there ſhall be dayly brave and new adventures. No man before 
me had ever the leaſt imagination ofthis; I am the Maſter of the In- 
vention. In this manner the Draper ſhall make Romances on his traf- 
fick, and the Advocate on his practice. All the world ſhall be good 
Company, and Men ſhall ſpeak nothing but Romances, and Verſes 
ſnall be in ſuch reputation, that a certain price ſhall be ſet upon them. 

He 
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He who hath no Money, and preſenteth a Sranza to a I averner , ſhall 
receive for big pains a quarter of a pint, half a pint for a Sonnet, a pint for 
an Ode, and a quart of Wine for a Poem, and fo higher for other pie- 
ces. This will provide well for the neceſſities of the people; For Bread, 
Meat, Wood, Candle, Cloath and Silks, (hall be bought according to 
the price which ſhall be fer upon Verſe, whoſe fabjeR ſhall be the praiſe 
of Merchants, and their Merchandizes. This Comfort ſhall poor po- 
ets have, when they have no money. This will I eſtabliſh for Commerce. 
Forchat which belongs to Juſtice, it ſhall be uprighe as brief. If che cauſe be 
full of perplexity, it ſhall be unraveld and expounded at the charge of him 
who ſhall gain it, or he ſhall have the Law to paſſe on his fide who ſhall be 
the moſt learned Man. As for the Laws of War, No man ſhall be entertained 
into the place of a Captain, who hath not by heart Amadis de Gaul, and the 
K uight of the Sanne; for without thoſe Books a Man cannot be couragious. 
For other thing, I have wany Stratagems to rout the 7arks, I will cauſe Men 
co be mounted on Chariots which ſhall appear all in Fire, there ſhall be jave- 
lins and Lances of Fire, Granadoes and Petarhe, and many Blazing Starres, 
and Dragons flaming ia the air, that the Barbarians beholding how I imitate 
the Thunderer, the Comets and the Starrs, ſhall believe that Iam ſomething 

reater than Mahoret himſelf. I will have great Circles of Chriſtal , on the 

ack whereof I will cauſe certain lights to be placed, which (half make them 
ſhine as the Bow in Heaven; fo will I counterfeit the part y- coloured /r3s, 
that brave nothing which is all things, that divine Arbaleſt, that rich Arch, 
which is not to be ſeen at the Bridge of the Exchange at Pars? , but at the 
Bridge of the Angels in Paradile, glictering all over with celeſtial Goldimirhs 
ſhops. Haw will cheſe Viſions trouble my Enemies ? How ſhall they be poſ- 
ſeſſed with the affrighting noiſe which my people ſhall make, who overcome, 
and they themſelves who thall be overcome ? 

Theſe luventions of Hartenſis: were found to be excellent, but Audebert 
did not forbear to acquaiat him, that he was amazed to fee him reſolved on fo 
many and fo. great Combats; for fometimes he had heard him fay, that he 
would never go to War, but when che Muskers ſhould be charged with Cyprian 
powder, — — with pellets of Sugar, and the powder in the pan ſhould be 
the powder of Orras, He made anſwer, That he feared not the Alarms of war, 
becauſe be had the Right on his, and that neither force or Stratagem ſhould 
be ever ſeen to be wanting in him. 

Whiles he ſpake this, the Ambaſſadors conſulted together, and Francion» 
who was their Interpreter, made known unto him, that they could not approve 
what their King ſaid, for they were aſraid, that the Grandies of their Coun- 
try would not give way tu have their antient Laws to be exchanged into new; 
but Horienf: ſaid, That they ſhould then ſee what would be done, when he 
ſhould prove unto them that bis Propoſitions were juſt. 

One of the Ladies in the Company of Nays being very curious, deſired to 
know if the King of Polonia had not a reſolution to marry. and Praxcion pro- 
pounded the queſtion to him.. He replyed, That he perceived welt enough 
that there was ſome Italian Baggage who deſired to be a Queen ; but ſhe was 
miſtaken, ſor he would have none but either ſome Daughter of rhe Royal bloud 
of Eng lang,or of Dem, who above all things, ſhould bring her chaſtity 
for her Dowry. The Po/oniens acquainted Francion With what they conceived 
fic to be done; and he ſpake aloud unto che Company, That the Ambaſſadors 
were afraid their King would but deceive himfelf, if he thought ever to have a 
Wife who bad yet the Roſe of her Virginity, becauſe it was the cuſtom of their 
Country, to put their Queen, the firſt day of her Marrizpe, into a great cham- 
ber, whete all the Grandies of the Realm did lie with her one after ano- 
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ITc̃ bis did put Herten ſius into a great choler, who proteſted he would never 
endure that Villany, and that he had read the Chapter of Polonia all over in 
the Book of Eſtates and Empires, but it made not the leaſt mention of ſo exe · 
crable a Caſtom. The Ambaſſadors maintained that it had alwayes been ob - 
ſeryed; and that to know if a Man hath a crooked noſe, he muſt not look upon 
his Picture, but he muſt ook upon himſelf, and it his Book were a lyar, or a 
flatterer, he muſt not give ſo much credit to it, as to any thing which properly 
did belong unto him, and that for their own parts they had no mind to aboli 
the good Cuſtom of their Country, to lie wich their Queen ; for being the 
prime and firſt of the Eſtate, they were to taſt firſt of all of the Wife of their 
King. The Ladies were all for thein in that behalf; and although that Dis 
Bui ſſon affirmed, that he ſhould take heed how he married in that year of dif- 
grace, for, without all doubt, by the diſordered and too haſty revolution of 
the Sphere, when his Wife ſhould be in the ſign of Gemini, he would be in that 
of Capricorn, yet they counſelled him not co lead a ſingle life, affuring him, 
that he ſhould never be deceived in his Queen. | 

After theie ſeveral Entertainments, all che Company, ſaving Francion, took 
their leave of Nays, and they brought back the King of Pelenia to his Lodg- 
ing: There was a great Preſſe of People to ſee him paſſe by. The report of 
his folly was ſpred over all. Rem. Some laughed, and others were amazed 
at it. For himſelt, he believed that the Multitude was only to admire him, and 
being well ſatisfied in his on particular; he locked himſe if up in his Chamber 
as ſoon as poſſibly he could, with his H iſtoriographer, to cauſe him to read o- 
ver to him whatſoever he had writ of his Diſcourſe at the Houſe of Nays, to 
correct them in ſeveral places where they failed. 

In the mean time Frencios entertained his Miſtreſle with the pleaſant ex- 
travagances of this new. King; and, to make amends for the time in which 
they kept a ſerious Countenance before him, they now both of them laughed 
their fill. But becauſe this was not that which did moſt nearly concern them, 
they ſoon did alter the ſubjeR of their diſcourſe. Francion did acquaint her 
with che violence of his paſſion,and Nays was ſo touched with a tranſportation 
of Love, that ſhe did take out of a little Box the Picture of Fleriander, which 
ſhe had yet reſcrved, and did give it to him to do what he would with it, re- 
preſenting to him, T bat ſhe would not regard any thing whatſoever, that 
ſhould make her think of any other but himſelf, He made ſome difficulty to 
take it, alleging, That he doubted not of her Fidelity, and that he was not of 
ſo outragious a temper, as to enter into a jealoufic. Nevertheleſſe he did 
rake it along with him, and on his return he did preſent it unto Faymond. Nays 
being a Widdow, although ſhe was the Miſtreſſe of her actions, yet ſhe de- 
manded the Counſel of her Kinred concerning her Marriage, who although 
they were not altogether ſatisfied that ſhe ſhould marry a ſtranger, yet they 
pretended to like well of it, becauſe they did know her to be entire in her re- 
ſolutions, and that ſhe would not forſake them for any Remonſtranees of theirs. 
Fraxcion had already made a viſit to ſome of them with Dormi, and ſhewed 
many excellent proofs of his abilities; but their Diſpoſition was not ſo tracta- 

le, as to be taken with him the firſt or ſecond time. Nevertheleſſe the affair 
did ſo far advance it ſelf, that the, Matriage was to be ſolemnized within fix 
dayes. Our Lover thought the time long, and did languiſh during this delay, 
ſo that he had reaſon to ſeek ſome recreation to divert himſelf amongſtthe ex» 
travagances of Hortenſims. | n! l 
Being returned to him, he cauſed him to ſup with him, in the ſame Ceremo - 
ny as at Dinner, and Night being come, he did ſleep in the ſame bed as he did 
the Night before. The Ambaſſadors demanded of him, when he would be 
pleaſed to depart, and take upon him the Government of Palonia, which lon- 
ged for his preſence? He made anſwer, It ſhould be when they pleaſed ; but 
Francion 
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Fraxcien interpoſed, and told him, that ſuddenly he was to be married, and 
that be muſt do him the honour as to affiſt at bis Marriage, which being cele- 
brated, they would joyfully go all together, with all the French Gentlemen in 
Rome, and that other Nations would tollow him alſo, of which he might com- 
poſe an Army, which would make bim formidable in all the places he ſhould 
come. The P6loxian Gentlemen did allege, that they had a Command to 
make no delay at all in their journey; but their Monark did ſwear unto them, 
That on this fair occaſion which offered it ſelf, he would ſtay, although he 
ſhould loſe all his Provinces and his Royalties to boot. At this the Ambaſ- 
ſadors ſeemed to be diſcontented, and, in a garb which ſhewed themſelves to 
be much unſatisfied, departed from him with very few Complements. He 
cauſed them to be called back, and did appeaſe them, demanding of them, 
What was the reaſon they were not ſatisfied ? They made anſwer; That their 
deſire was, that they may be lodged in the ſame Houſe with him; for ic was 
the Cuſtom of their Princes to allow Chambers in their Palaces to all thoſe of 
their quality. FHorten/ims made anſwer, He would do that; and more 
alſo, and that he would come and take up his Lodgings with them; where- 
upon he did riſe, and made himſelf ready ro goe unto their Houſe wich them : 
and although themſelves did not well like of it, yet they did conduct him thi- 
ther, alleging they ſhould receive a great Contentment by it, becauſe for the 
time to come they ſhould alwayes have their King with them, and obſerve his 
Diſpoſition to be conformable unto theirs. They did prepare- for him the beſt 
Bed they had, but on the next Morning, having very early put on their riding 
cloaths to travel to Naples, they diſlodged without Trumpet, and paying their 
Hoſt but half of the account that was due unto him, they did aſſure him, that 
their Companion , whom they had left behind them, would diſcharge the 
reſt, | 

When he was thoroughly awake, the Hoſt entred into his Chamber, and des 
manded of him, If he would have the expences of his Companions put in the 
ſame Bill of Affair with his own ? He made anſwer, That he was not yet to 
depart his Houſe ; But the Hoſt replyed, The reſt are all gone, Her- 
tenſius demanded, If there was never a Poi left in his Houſe > To 
whom the Hoſt replyed, There was never any Poloniax lodged here, 1 
only do defire to know, If you will be reſpoaſible for the four Aimans which 
are gon, ſeeing they honoured you as their Maſter, 

They were in this Diſcourſe, when the firſt Hoſt, in whoſe Houſe Hortenſcur 
lodged, having heard at Raymond: Lodgings where to find him, did enter al- 
ſo into his Chamber, and making a great complaint _ him, he demanded 
of him the Rent for his Chamber, and other moneys due for other ex F 
and called him Impoſtor, for going away without bidding him Adieu, becauſe 
he had not an Intent to pay bim. Audebert, who at Raymonds Lodgings had 
directed the Hoſt where to find Hertenſſus, and ſuſpected the quarrel that 
would be berwixt them, did follow him afarre off, and found Hortenſizs in a 
hot diſputation with the two Italian s. Horrenſins ſeeing bim, was forprized with 
joy, and cryed out, Ah Axzdebert ! You are come in a good time, theſe two 
Brothers in Oppreſſion and Deceit do tyrannize over me, without reſpect un- 
to my quality. Declare unto them that I ſhall be a King, and ſhall have 
Mears enough to diſcharge them. Aud. bert, having taken pleaſure enough 
by their Conteſtation, did appeaſe the two Hoſts, promiſing them that Home 
tenſius ſnould pay them very honeſtly, and that he would paſſe his word 
for him, ſo that they returned him his cloaths again on which, they had laid 
their hands, and principally on the little Coat lined with Farr, having a re- 
ſolution to have ſold them all, and to pay themſelves what he owed them; 
for they would not intreat him more reſpectfully, ſeeing he ſeemed to them to 
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Hertenſius, having quickſy put on bis cloaths; did depart with 4#ud:bert, co- 
vering himſelf with an ordinary Cloak ; for he would wear that which was li- 
ned with Furr no longer, , becauſe he had none of the Polomiens to follow 
him. He repaired to Raymond and Frauc on, and all the way as he did go a» 
long he was in a great diſtemper ; when he was come co them he made his 
complaints that the Pelonians were gone without bidding him Farewell,which 
was the true ſign of a great incivility in them, for which he could not con- 
jecture any cauſe, You ſee ( ſaid Fraacion) that they are diſcontented at you. 
Yeſterday you propounded new Laws, which, being King, you would obſerve 
in their Country, to the prejudice of their antient government, I do believe 

it did much diſpleaſe them, and moreover you did not intreat them wich that 
Honour and Courteſie which they expected; As ſoon as ever you had heard 
of their arrival, you ought. to have accomodared them with a fair houſe, and 
rich moveables, and to have entertained chem at your expence, and after that 
you had given them audience, you ought to have ſhewed your ſell liberal, and 
have given to the principal of chem a Seal heavy with Diamonds, and to eve- 
ry one of the reſt a great Chain of Gold., Thele are the gifts which Princes 
at this day do beſtow onthe Ambaſſadours ſent to them, and ſometimes they - 
doe give things which are more pretious. It may be ſo ( ſaid Hertenſius ) but 
I never obſerved it in any Book. Franxc:onreplyed, The chiefeſt Book which 
you can read, is the Experience of the world. The preſent mode of the ſe times 
it but a folly to me ( ſaid Hortenſixs ) I do govern my ſelf according to the 
Antients, and having nothing to beſtow upon them, I did reſerve my boun- 
ty to a better opportunity. 

But tell me, What think you of it ? Did not they ſay yeſterday, that they 
could not attend any long time fox me, having a charge to return with all 
ſpeed. This, no doubt, was the ground of their ſudden departure. For our 
parts we will follow them as ſoon as your Marriage ſhall be ſolemnized. Fran- 
cion replyed, Betwixt this aud that we will take further Counſel ; I am afaid 
they will not have you for their King, and that they are gone to ſpeak evil of 
you in their own Country. | | 

Theſe laſt words did leave a deep impreſſion in the heart of HortenfSw. He 
conſidered with himſelf, that poſſibly he had loſt the Kingdom of Polonia by 
his own fault , and that he ſhould have borrowed round ſums of money, and 

put himſelf into a garb to have received and honoured the Ambaſſadours.But 
Raymond, to comfort him, ſaid unto him, For what do you afflict your ſelf? 
If you ſhall not be King, you ſhall not be leſſe at the worſt than you were 
ten days agoe. What pleaſure could you have to command a barbarous and 
an unknown people? It is better by far to be a Peer at home, than a King a- 
broad, and to be a Companion, as you always are, with men of gallant and 
ingenious ſpirits» A King is nothing elſe but an honourable Servant; The 
people are merry or aſleep , when he is awake, and hath his head full of cares 
for them. When the Diadem was brought to Seieucu, did not he ſay,chat he 
who knew the griefs and cares which it covered, would not deign to take it up 
from the Earth? and have you not read in Plut ark many other excellent Ex- 
amples concerning this ſubject? | 

This Diſcourſe touched the very Soul of Horte»ſ;us, who immediatly , to 
overcome his affliction, cauſed a Book to be brought unto him, the ſubject 
whereof was, T he contempt of War [dly Creatures, on which he did amuze his 
Spirit, whilſt the others did ſolace themſelves with all varieties of;entertain- 
ments. ö 

Franc ion, obſerving that this Pedant did fall into a humour which brought 
no pleaſureto theu, did paſſe away the greateſt part of that day in diſcourſe 
with his Miſtreſſe, and the day following, conſidering that Hertenſius could 
furniſh them no more with accuſtomed entertainments of delight, inſtead of 
; his 
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his natural Comedy, had recourſe to the 174 4 Comedians, who came to 
play at Nays houſe. He found them to be a gallant Company, and after a 
few days be acquainted chem with all the pleaſant ſtories of this brave Maſter 
of his, when he was in the College under him, This was the only plot of 
their play, and at that time Signior Do ter ated the part of the Pedant. Hor- 
tenſiu was preſent at this Comedy. but he thought it was not concerning him- 
ſelt of whom they ſpake, he had too good an opinion of himſelf, to think 
would make plays of bis actions. | | 
The next morning the Comedians ated another play at Raymonds Houſe. 
The Plot was a new invention, and compoſed of divers languages, which 
were but asa Medley, ſo that thoſe who underſtood the {ra/ia» Tongue 
might eaſily apprehend them all. But oa the day following there was a more 
famous company of Comedians, who had a Stage to act on. Francion , Ray- 
mid, Audebert , Du Buiſſos, and two other French Gentlemen, had not 
long before , given them a Comedy, in which they had all a hand ; It was 
acted at Nays houſe : They bad made it ſpeedily, and very familiarly. It 
was altogether of Verſes, which they had taken out of Ro»ſard, Bellcar , 
Fuif, pre. rg Garmer, and other modern Poets: They made uſe ot no- 
thing bur what they had already by heart, ſo that they had accommodated 
their Comedy according to that which was in their own Spirits, when others 
do captivate their Spirits to the rules and diſcourſes of Comedy. Neverthe- 
leſſe theſe pieces being hanſomly brought together did ſuit very well, al- 
though it was fantaſtical enough. There were only ſome Melancholy 1rati- 
ans who took no pleaſure in it, becauſe they could not but with difficulty 
comprehend the French Potſie. Francion did indeavour to content theſe men 
with another device. The next day he cauſed a Comedy to be ated, which 
all manner of Nations could underſtand, for it was acted only by ſignes. He 
had cauſed it to be played in France once before; The ſigns and geſtures were 
ſo familiar, that in a ſhort time the Spectators might eaſily underſtand 
it; 
Although he exerciſed himſelfin all cheſe Fancies and Inventions, as we 
have ſaid , yet they were not ſo long or tedious, but he had ſome time remai- 
ning to intertain his Miſtreſſe. The day following was altogether dedicated to 
theſe affairs, The Company whom they had invited ſazped that Evening 
with Nays: Signior Hertenſius was not forgotten, who, ſeeing all the world 
diſpoſed unto mirth, was conſtrained to the ſame himſelf, although he was 
not now taken for a King, and had no more ſuch great honour done unto 
him. And although ſome amongſt them did begin to be ſerious, yet he 
would be now a little frolick , and having in his band a Venice glaſſe made in 
the faſhion ofa Gondalo, he faid , that thoſe Philoſophers were of all the 
moſt certain, who affirmed , that there were ſhips on the land, and that 
mean it by ſuch a Veſſel as that; and ſeeing Audebert about to drink, he ſaid 
unto him, Take heed how you put good wine into à bad Veſſel: What! 
Do you think ( ſaid Audebert) I will pour this wine down your throat? Har- 
tenſius finding himſelf to be hit ſo home, did change the diſcourſe, and ſee- 
ing two Partridges in one diſh, he told Audebert that there were three Par- 
tridges, and did attempt to perſwade him to it, ſaying oftentimes unto him, 
One and Two are Three. Audebert, to put an end to his Sophiſtical diſputa- 
tion, did give one of che Partridges to Buiſſos, and took the other bimſelf, 
and ſaid unto Hortenſius, the third is for you, Do you take it. Horten ſius 
obſerving himſelf ſo mocked , was deſirous to be revenged , and the better 
to ſhew the ſubtilty of his Spirit, there were directly before bim four Pi- 
eons in another diſh, by which he conceived he ſhould be able to prove his 
— manner of argument to be of ſome value. He preſented one of them to 


two ſtrange Gentlemen, who laughed at him, and ſaid, One and Two are 
Ddd Three; 
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Three, and afterwards he preſented another to Audebert and Ds Buiſſen, 
and repeated the former words; which having done, he took the other two, 
and did put them on bis own Trencher , ſaying, One and Two are Three. 
This Device did pleaſe ſo well, that event who were deceived did ap- 
prove it; But Fravcion, and the other Gallants who (at above, could not take 
notice of it, becauſe the Table was long, and there were many who fate be- 
tween them; but it was ſoon publiſhed, and Francis commending it, (aid, He 
remembred that Hertenſius once before did play his part as handiomly i For 
when I was (ſaid he} in the College under him, a Gentleman who was my 
Kinſman, did come to Pars with his Family, and invited us to a Supper. A- 
mongſt other things, there was a Pheaſant on the Table, Monſieur the Pe- 
dagogue was intreated-to cut it up, and to diſtribute it; He gave the Head to 
the Maſter of the Feaſſ, ſaying, that it belonged to him, being Chief at the ta- 
ble; He gave the Neck to his Wife, becauſe ſhe was joyned to the Head, as was 
that; To the two Daughters he gave the two Leggs, becauſe ( he ſaid ) they 
loved Dancing; And to his Son, and to my ſelf, he gave the two Wings, 
making us believe that it was our part, becauſe, being young Gentlemen, 
we ought to love the Hawk on his Wing; For himlelf, he reſerved the 
Body, ſaying, He ought to bave it, as repreſenting the Body of the Vniver- 
ſity of Paris. a 

In the purſute of t his Account they entred by degrees, and as were inſen- 
ſibly upon others, where Fraxc:o» made ſo — his Wit, that all the 7. 
taliant who were preſent, had afterwards for his own particular , the whole 
people of France in greater Eſtimation. As for Horrtenſius, He would alſo 
ſet forth himſelf, and that knowledge which he had; And as the Muſicians 
were pla ing and ſinging, he did exerciſe his Eloquence in the Praiſes of Mu- 
ſick, and aſſured them, That the paſſions and affections of Men, did repreſent 
the ſeverall parts of Muſick; Humility (he faid ) did bear the Bafe, and Am- 
bition the Trebble; Choler did bear the Tenor, and Revenge the Counter- 
Tenor; Prudence did keep Time; Nature did ſing the plain Song, Artifice 
did quaver , Grief made the ſtops, ſighs, and Diſfimulation the feignings; 
And for the Inſtruments of Muſick, Avarice played on the Harp, Prodiga- 
lity on the Cornet, but not on the Melodious Cornet, but out of that Horn 
out of which the Gameſter doth throw his Dice; Love playeth on the Violl, 
becauſe it doth violate the Girls; Treaſon playes on the lewes- Trump, 
for it trampeth all the World; and luſtice playes on the Hault-boyes , 
_ ſhe raiſet h up that Gibbet, on which the MalefaQors are exe- 
cuted. R 

Theſe new applications gave much pleaſure to all the Compa , and 
they intreated the Doctor to make a more particular explication of what- 


ſoe ver he had ſpoken in reference of the paſſions to Muſick, which he did ve- 


4 


ry willingly, believing that all the world admired him. After that, obſer · 
ving that Raymond did ſometimes joyn with the Muſicians in the Song, he did 
praiſe him to the Skies, and told him, That he ſhould acknowledge himſelf 
moſt happy, if he could alwayes hear him. You are too full of Comple- 
ment (ſaid Raymond.) Muſt 1 hold my peace then, ( {aid Horrenſine ) when 1 
behold an accompliſhed perſonage ? You do equivocate now, ( iaid Raymond.) 
I will make it appear (ſaid Horrenfims) it is no Equivocation ; for I will ſhew 
you from whence the word Complementer is derived, Monteur in French, is 
a Lyar, and a Complementer is no more than an accompliſhed XMemrexy, that 
is to ſay, an accompliſhed Lyar. To pleaſe Hertenſſus, they made him believe 
that be had ſpoken fat better than Raymond. 

Whenthe Gueſts were all departed, and Horten/iws ſtayed only behind 
with theſe brave Gentlemen of France, Francion demanded of him, what he 
thought of Nays? and if he did not believe that he was happy to have fo 


tair 
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fair a Miſtreſſe? Hertenſius, who had not wiſdom enough to conceal what 

he e de anſwer, That thoſe who marry Widdows ; had no 
Viands than Wiest twice heated, and at the leaſt diſcontent whieb ; 
Wives ſhould receive from their ſecond Hus bands, they would upbraid them 
wich their former, | But f arriving when theſe-words: were ſpea- 
king, did officm, That it was not to be but that Nin would find 
ſuch qualities in the perſon of Francia, that it would make her to forget 
her firſt affections. For my ſelf ( faid — cannot perceive that it 
will be any wayes diſadvantagious to me to eſpouſe a Widdow;She knows beſt 
what it is to love; I mult of nece ſſity have one; & if ſhe hath had an Intereſt in 
another Man beſides my ſelf, what of that > How many Women have I known 
for that one Man? They had other Diſcourſe on this Subject, after Herten · 
fs was retired, and Frencien declared, That nothing could diſſwade him 
from his choice of Nas, but that moſt highly be did eſteem his Form ;for 
all the Regſons that could be alleged, were not able to divert him from his 
Love, and his Deſign of Marriage. He did begin to look on all things with a- 
nother eye than he had done heretofore, and did believe it was now high time 
to make an honeſt retreat. 
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$ cheſe two perfect Lovers did diſcourſe together of their 
Airs een N ctedly arrived a certain Gentleman, 
tO 10 Mer \ Berga wit , wih whom Francion 
Sf" "a 2 227 
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N. If 


10 ben me li - eee he did conceive vay 
well * him, becauſe he was of a. moſt pleaſant converfati 

on. He gave him — — told him, chat 
he wondred wheretore he fo long had abſented himſelf, 
and that he had loſt much Mirth , , becauſe he had not been in their 
Company, d my" 5 


Comedies a 

made a ſhort; 

other recreations that Followed 

telligence, | as ſorry 
his affairs hag huvdr If in their 
Company. | for the 
time which gichout bim, by a long en agreeable 
Company. lid nor tpe * 7 — (peak the tenth, be 
could not find in 16. WA ore proper for 
thoſe Recreations v Wands EA had been a Come- 


dian himſelf, and way eſigenatdl the chief of chat ptyſt non. Having left ic 
off, it was all his Imp e Coartiert, and to vifit ſometimes 
one, and ſometimes another, and IF Tay thouſand tricks before them. It was 
reported alſo, thatir was no long TRIP dene chat he ſhould continue in the 


Company of the Actors, becauſe H e 76 act a whole Comedy himſelf. 
And to ſpeak the truth, they were gotflextred who made that Report; for 
there were ſome Parts which were N, irpoſe for him, which he often- 


times would act without having Second; and 'baviog a Curtain 
drawn in the upper Corner of the Ha P be would oftentimes come forth, 
changing his habit according to the conditions of the perſons whom he repre- 
fenced and he would ſo diſguiſe his Voice and Action, that be was not to be 
were divers other aRors with him. This 
inte might ſerve for thoſe Scenes, in — but one Man was to be ugon the 
— there were to be ew be uſed ſome other artifice, 
e not to-ſeck. As f e would ſometimes act the 
ic: on ora Lover, ſpeaking unto his Miſtreſſe, whom he counterfeited to be 
locked 
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locked u up in Priſon by her angry Father, or her jealous Husband, he would 
turn towards the wall to entertain her, and ehen it came co her turn to peak, 
be would counterfeic a woman Voice, and fo different trom the former, chat 
one would verily believe, there were ſome Woman ſpeaking behind the Arras; 
that uo (nan miglie 


for he would turn his back o his lips to mob. 
Sometimes alone by himſelf he would repreſent a plealaay + and 
would ſhew his art very ly, acting chree or four ns as they were 


ſpeaking to one another the Theater- He had a oply of Gowns , 
Cloaks; Hats and Bonnets, which be ſuddenly would change in the Preſence of 
the Spectators. withour going behind the Arras. When he acted the pate of 
a King, be would ſit in a chair, and ſprac gravely to ſome Qourtier ; und im 
mediatly afterwards he would put off bw — babiliments, and bis Crown, 
and riſing up from the chaw;be would put mſelt into chepoſtare of a Knight; 
and being afterwards to repreſent the part 0fa Country — — herwould 
chearfully to it, and being clad in he would act his part fo much 
unto the life, that there coulbnothing! be beheld more- telighefull, Aſter- 
*wards he would cake to the Chait of State again, o and be in che quality of a 
Prince, and would change bis — — and bu ee direny! cliat it 
was truly wondertull. 449 1 2 
- This could he do as 2 Colnaditd, — ihe di Waulation de mighe 
hive been of great uſe in the gallantries of Fraxcion, who had reafouto be tor- 
er his abſence. For theneſt,;horhadiis extraordinary an underftadding, 
We bis familiar Diſcourſes wereatwayes filled trich remarkable Obſervations; 
and none in pleaſance did exceed bio 22 By reaſon of this,be waswelcom to afl 


— — — .ſor nor applying bunte 
—— one of in particular, he nad ao — 


felt. They were g —ů— — bus they who: — 
whom 


ved him at their Table, did as grebe Men are to do, 1 
they do thoſe Men much hotoun and to eat 
them. And yer be muſt bea jotuſar, and a frobeli Companion wich them 3 ſor 
ie he had R pp rap be feonld ox have been welooim uo 
ther tie. (7 gre vl bats „12275 dine 
"is was e eee of choſe Men ws hd tg : : 
ner but ſe A upper; uppers are rare in 
— —— but cold. — gat 
Ade acquaintance of Francia who lived ———— 
Flach; — — bis Company. 
Helrcmed andveo'be much and 0 —— 


any work} for dect tinrhioide- 
the Parlor, bere rh 10 = — —— 

platr · o * might not 
wd that it was done = and beings diſcreet Man, he kept bimfetfac 
extiſtance; and mud not bear what bis Friends had nodefire to dom t 
Untebin.  - Heri demanded of Fr, How long in h fince be had 
ſeen the fair Emilia, who was an Italian — wich Was acidain- 
tub Gade be came to Rawe Funn, — — great ear untoi t he 
CatSino; did sk him, If he did — ated Th the ule Cary end of 
Fhesche mould marry; Nas ad told bun tyoreover 5 That being'contra- 
t ed to her, hecduid no longet attend to vit other Ladies 1 knowyldid Boy- 
ier — — o Nays is the publick Diſoodrſe of this City: 
it u not more ſtrong and more obligatory, tan yourigbomiſe made unto 


Eee, which was befare fo ham Wineſſes: Moreover, the firſt promiſes 
* W411 Ddd 3 do 
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do oblige us, and do render us incapable to make any other. Fraencion' re- 
plyed, Yon do much amaze me td ſpeak unto me in this manner; But you 
more amaze me, (aid Bergamia, to pretend to be ſurprized with amazement. 
Fraxcion made anſwer, I am no wayes obliged to Emilie. Burſhe alleget b 
that you are ( laid gigi ſo that you cannot marry with Nays; as you 
propound.umo Jon. „ „„ 

Ber gamis ſpoke this with a moſt ſober countenance ; But Frewrion concei- 
ved it to be but a device, and that Bergewmin did but play with him, fo that 
the more the did. ſpeak, che more did  Frencien remain without belief, and 
ſaid unto him, I perceive well enough that you are in Jeaſt ; But whom do you 


play with? It is with me who have given Leſſons unto others ; you, poſſibly 


do believe, that I know not fo much as your ſelf, It may be fo, yet at leaſt I 

know well enough how to defend my ſel from your artifices; let my deer R- 

mond partake of this contentment with us. 115 22 
Thereupon be called Raymand, who of himſeif was very glad to come un- 


to them, for by the manner of their Diſcourſe he conceived that there was 


ſomething ofextraordinarypimportance; when he was approached, Fraxcim . 
told him, that Ber gamin was one of the. moſt deli | Companioris 
inthe world, and that he would make him to believe that he had promiſed 
marriage to Emilia, Raymond, who bad beard ſome Diſcourſe concerni 

chat. Lady. did begin to give ear td what was ſpoken ; but Bergewin — 
ling his aſſurances, did ſpeak in this manner; Lam glad that you have called 
kicker a witneſſe, for yon ſhalt both perceive that I ſpeak: nothing, but 
trhat is to the purpoſe, and moſt credible. Take beed Frencios that you are 


not deceived your ſelf; I proteſſ unto you, thut Elia hath aſſured me that 
yon have promiſed to marry her upon the faith ui a Gentlemen and that you 


tenot to conelude any thing with Nn to the prejudice o your Word 
Honour; Her Mother hath requeſted me to come unto you, and to ad- 


viſe you not to be ſa diſloyal as eo proceed further in that matriage. To this 


Bergamis did joyn a long Diſcourſe againſt thꝭ unfaithfullnefſe of Lovers; 
where he ſhewed the excellence of bis memory in reciting deveral Authors 
which he had read, and he made apparent alio the vivacity of his Spirit in 
apprapriating ſeveral choice things of dis own invention. Sometimes he in- 
couraged bimſelf and gave more grace unto his words by thegeſture of an 
'Qratar, and kept his Countenance ſo well, that he ſeemetb tui be as extel- 
ent an Orator, as he wava Comedian., Franc knen not well how. Be 
ſhauld de port bimſelf, — ſbould la or whether) be ſhould be 
angry; Nevertheleſſe be ſaid unto Ber gamiuy that by bow'mackthe better he 
did ſpeak, by ſo much he did teſtifie, that he knew the beter hom to diſſe» 
ble. Bergamig made anſwer, that, in truth, Frascias had ſeen ſoiqe mi- 
mick fictions proceed from him, but they were appropriated to ſuch perſbns 
a; deſerved to be abuſed, and not to Francien, who ought ti be intreated in 


another manner. and that he was reſolved to ſpeax no more unto him tbr yds 
denlyche would hear of othet; aſſutances, which would be more forcible chan 
any#bich he had (| of as yet : Speaking thoſe words: he departed ina 
great paſſion, to obſerve, heretofore he was acruſtomed to pre · 
yaticate with Fables they did nom believe, cha ha meither yen or ever could 
be able to ſpeak one 8 of Truth. wat $2. 0,7 mum 121 22 

By this manner of his abrupt departure, it was collected, That whathedid 


ſpeak was in carneſt, for had it been in jeaſt, he mould have at laſt turned in- 
to laughter all that he had ſaid, knowing well enough that he had not novices 
to deal with. When be was departed, : Reymord ſaid to Frencion, L 
am: confident ebat your Conſcience is cleao af che Crime which is impoſed 
on yon. Nes (treplyed - Fraxcien } I dare aſſube you that there is no ſuch 
thing, and howſoever it be carried, it muſt needs be ſome icandalons inven+ 

tion ; 
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tion; but it moves not me at all, for | am above all theſe aſſaults. 

They had ſome other Diſcourſe onthis ſubject, and afterwards they par- 
ted to go to their repoſe : The next morning F/ axci»» would wait upon Nays 
to give her a good morrow, but — * enter into her Houſe with that 
liberty which he thought did belong unto him, one ot the Servants came to ac- 
quaint him, that Nays was not yet ready. He ſtayed therefore ſome time be- 
low, of his own accord, but believed, whatſoever the Cuſtoms of the /tali- 
ans were, that he might be permitted co come unto her, if (he were but half 
ready, conſidering the Condition in which he was; and having a little time 
continued in this Patience, he attempted to go up the Stairs again; but it was 
told him, That on that day Nays was not diſpoſed to ſee any one. Fraencion 
replyed, I believe you do not know me, honeſt Friend, or at leaſt you pretend 
that you do not know me. If Nays ſhould give order that no Man ſhould 
have acceſle unto her, | believe I ought to be excepted, Tell her therefore It 
isI who am here, and ask her, If ſhe cannot make a diſtinction betwixt me 
and others. The Meſſenger made haſtto perform the Command, and there 
came one of her Pages from her, to acquaint him from bis Miſtreſſe, That on 
that day ſhe would neither ſpeak with him, nor any one elſe, but for the dayes 
—_— it might be ſhe would admit ſome others to ſpeak unto her, but not 
himſelf, 

Franc ion was ſo moved to underſtand this anſwer, that he could willingly 
with his Cane have corrected the young Man for his ſawcineſſe, were it not 
for the reſpect which he did bear to the Livery, and the Colours of his Miſtreſs. 
At the firſt be perſwaded himſelt that this Anſwer proceeded from the Inven- 
tion of this malicious Servant, but afterwards he concluded, that he would ne- 
ver have been ſo unadviſed as to bring ſuch an anſwer to bim, it he had not re- 
ceived a Commandment expreily for it. Believing therefore that this Anſwer 
came from Nays, he could not find the Cauſe of this io ſudden an alteration. 
He asked thoſe who were with him, What they conceived ſhould be the reaſon 
of this denyal ; but they could not render him any ſatisfaction to his demands. 
Sometimes he repreſented to himſelf, that it was altogether impoſſible t hat 
Nay- ſhould ſo undervalue him, and that all this was but a Device to ſolace 
her ſelf a little; and he thus diſcourſed with himſelf thereon, If ic were a Ca- 
miſade which my Miſtreſſe is pleaſed to give me, I ſhall give her a greater oc- 
caſion to laugh at me, if I ſhould return without ſeeing ber, as ; too 
great an apprehenſion to diſpleaſe her; ſo that it would be better to uſe 
violence, and enter with confidence into the place where ſhe is, for all the ad- 
vertiſements of her Servants; for although ſhe ſhould be a little angry, I know 
how to appeaſe her, and the contract for our Marriage being already paſſed, 
I am confident I may be well allowed to aſſume that liberty But on the 
contrary, if it be true that ſhe doth diſdain me, and that ſhe already repen- 
teth what but yeſterday ſhe did, to what purpoſe ſhould I go unto her 2 would 
it not cauſe her choler to increaſe againſt me? And were it not better to pro- 
ceed more geatly oa this affair ? 

The Spirit of Francios was hereupon in a great Incertainty, and ſometimes 
he would conclude with himſelf, that it was no eaſie thing to put up this af- 
front, and if ſhame had not diſwaded him, he would have forced his way to 
the ſigat of Nays, but he conſidered with himſelf, that if he could not then 
ſec her for all the violence he ſhould uſe, ſhe would but laugh at him the more: 
ſo that, at the laſt he concluded, that it was better to uſe ſome artifice, and to 
diſſemble that the Meſſage ſent unto him did not much diſpleale him, and to 
return without the leaſt noiſe, Having better thought upon it, he ſaid unto 
ſome of the Servants who were then about him, I muſt profeſſe unto you (ho- 
neſt Friends) that I have but a Treacherous Memory, I bad quite forgot that 
Nas yeſterday did tell me, that ſhe deſired I ſhould not this day take the 

pains 
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pains to come unto her ; but the Impatience of my affection is the Cauſe there- 
of. Having ſpoke that, he did go away chearſully ro outward apparence, 
but ſo inwardly afflicted, that be hardly could expreſſe unto Kaymord the In- 
dignity he received. He ſaid, It made but ill for him on whatſoever fide it 
was, for if it were true that Nays did undervalue him, the ſhame thereof 
would redound unto himſelf more than unto her, but if ſhe were plecſed to 
make ſome mirth thereat , it was alfo very diſadvantagious to him, havin 
deſerved to be uſed more honourably; And if the affairs had not been paſſed 
ſo far in the way of marriage, it were not ſo difficult to provide a remedy , 
but they had ſo far advanced themſelves, that he could not now diſingage with 
honour. Raymond did remonſtrate to him , that he ought not to trouble his 
Spirit with ſo many ſuppoſitions , without knowing what was the true cauſe 
which gave this diſtaſt co Nays, for the effecting whereof, he ought, he jaid, 
to have recourſe to Derini, or ſome other of the Kinred of N. Francion 
replyed thereunto , that it did moſt of all afflict him, to ſee that his Fortune 
was ſo ſuddenly changed, when he thought it was the moſt eſtabliſhed, and 
he believed that for the time to come every one would laugh at him, and 
by turns make him the Ladder for their mirth to climb upon, as B-rgamis al- 
ready had begun to do. Raymond conſidering this adventure, and compa- 
ring it with that which before arrived to him, he conceived that the one 
might well have relation to the other; wheretore he deſired him freely to 
declare unto him how Bergamim came to enter into ſuch a familiarity with 
him, as to know the courſe of his moſt private affaires, and what was the 
ground thereof, when he ſaid , that he had made a promiſe to marry E- 
milia. 

It is true ( ſaid Francion) that amongſt friends, ſuch as we are, there is no- 

thing to be concealed, and how can you give me Counſell in my affairs, if 
you are not entirely acquainted with them? A Phyſician can preſcribe no Re- 
ceipt unto his Patient, without firſt he be acquainted with bis Diſeaſe: I com- 
mitted a fault yeſterday to ſpeak thereof too ſparingly unto you. It was a Treſ- 
paſs, I muſt confeſs,againſt the laws of my Duty, but you will hold me excuſable, 
if you will conſider that it proceeded rather from a ſhame, which did detain 
my words, than from any defect in my affection. I ofa truth therefore doe 
declare unto you, that having received the aſſurances of the good will which 
Nays did bear unto me, and having made many oathes and proteſtations to 
her, that I did know not any one more beautifull, and found nothing in the 
world more agreeable than herſelf, 1 had no longer the curiofity to look after 
other beauties which before I eſteemed ; Bur wherefore ſhould this Lady ex- 
erciſe over me ſo tyrannical a power, as to have my eyes blinded from behol- 
ding any other objects? Hath not Nature ordained fight and Judgement 
unto men, to contemplate, and to admire all the beauties in the world? Be- 
ing arrived at Rome, which is the Queen of all other Cities, I ſhould ſhew my 
ſeſtto have but little Spirit, If I ſhould not obſerve if the Ladies are not more 
beautifull here than in any other place. As for the Courtiſans, we way ſee 
them eaſily enough, but for civil and virtuous women it is very difficult, and 
this difficulty doth augment the deſire, and renders the pleaſure more 
great when we arrive to the height of our deſign. I have uſed my utmoſt 
endeavour to ſee ſome of them, both in their Churches, and in the places 
where they are accuſtomed to walk, and ſometimes they have not been ſo well 
veiled, but I have contemplated their beauties ; but amongſt all thoſe whom 
I have ſeen, there is none ſo beautifull as Emilia. 

Since my firſt comming unto Rome I have converſed with ſome French 
Gentlemen, amongſt whom I alwayes found this Bergamin, who was moſt 
familiar with thoſe of them who were moſt debauched, and given co the 
greateſt expences. His gallantries did ſo much pleaſe me, that I deſired him, 
that 
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That we might often ſee one another z and he himſelf, according to his pro- 
miſe, did not fail to give me many viſits; One morning he made his addreſ- 
fes to me, as I was comming out of the Church, and he did me the favour to 
conduct me to another, where I beheſt. two Ladies, one of them ſermed to 
ſtoop under the burden of age, and the other, whom I conceivedro be her 
Daughter, was one of the beſt featured, and the moſt beautifull that poſſibly 
— be ſeen · I ſuppoſed with my ſelf, That Ber gamin had ſuch Acquain- 
tance in Rome, that he could tell me-whe they were ; but at that time he was 
unable to inform me; for this City is ſo. peopled, that hardly one Neighbour 
knoweth another, how ſoever he aſſur d me, that in a very ſhort time he would 
fatisfie my Deſires. I requeſted him to have me in his remembrance; and be- 
cauſe theſe Ladies were going from the Church towards their own Lodgings, 
he counſelled me to ſtand ſtil] a while, and he would follow them, to ſee into 
what Houſe they entred. He ſtayed three quarters of an hour, which ſeemed 
very tedious to me, and Lwas even about to be gone, believing that he had 
loſt his way. At the laſt he returned, and aſſured me, That thoſe two Ladies 
had their Lodgings cloſe unto that Church, and ſhewed me the Houſe ; but 
the reaſon, he ſaid, wheretore he ſtaid ſo long, was, becauſe that hard by he 
had met with a Gentleman whoſe company was of great conſequence for 
the knowing of that which I ſo much deſired. He told me, that he was the 
Man who was imployed in the managing of all their affairs, and that at that 

nt they were intricately moleſted in a great Sute at Law, having been 
inforced to forſake vice, their Native Country, to come to Rowe —— 
their Cauſe. He told me, that the Husband of Lucinda who was the Mo- 


ther of Emilia, had commenced a Proceſſe againſt a Gentleman of Rome, 


who deſpairing of his Cauſe, had recourſe to Violenee and treacherouſly 
killed him; whereupon the Widdow and her Daughter were come to Rome 
to demand Juſtice on the Offender. When I underſtood this, I demanded, 
If the Sollicitor were not of power to bring me to the of the Ladies? Ber- 
gain replied, It would be unneceſſary, I do conceive, at chis time to propound 
that queſtion to him. When I underſtood that the Name of the old Lady was 
Lucinda, I immediately changed the Scene of my Diſcourſe, and did bias it 
another way; I aſſured him, That ben I demanded of him who thoſe La- 
dies were, it was out of a curioſity of Indifferency, and not out of any vehe- 
mence ot affection. We Italian: (ſaid Bergamin ) are prone to jea louſie, and 
far from that Liberty which you Frenchmen do profeſſe; But becauſe the Sol- 
licitor, whoſe Name is Salviati, is of a ſocia ble diſpoſition, I promile you I 
will take the opportunity to be more familiar with him. 

Having ſpoke this, Bergamis did withdraw himſelf, to go to Dinner to a 
Signior who had that morning invited him. The nent morning he came to 
me again, and told me, That he had another conference with Salviati, and 
that he had ſpoken to him of me, and aſſured him, chat although I was a 
Stranger, yet my Condition and Deſerts did render. me moit eſteemed a- 
— che Great Ones, inſomuch that I was very capable co aſſiſt thoſe 
who were in Diſtreſſe; and that having heard ot the Diſaſtec which had 
befallen che Houſe of Zacinda, I bad pity of her, and; wiſhed that ic might 
lie in my power to do her any ſervice, He therefore adviſed him to ad- 
dreſſe himſelf to me, and to give me a particular account of the whole buſi · 
neffe; for he ſaid I was throughly experienced in the affairs of Law : But 
as for the manner of the Death of Fabi, the Husband of Luc ind-, he ſaid; 
It were better if l would be pleaſed to take the pains to (peak with ber my 
ſelf. I promiſed him ( ſaid Ber gamin) to acqua int you with it, and behold 
how all things do ſucceed according to your Deſire > Hereupon I did embrace 
Bergamin, being tranſported with a great joy, that I had found the means to 
de acquainted with Lxcind a, 2 ſaid unto me, But ſtay a little, ” 
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muſt be wiſe, and uſe precautions in this buſineſſe; I can — to Salviat i 
of Lucinda, becauſe ſhe is antiem, and vherefore not to be ſuſpected, but 1 
know not how to make mention to bim of her Daughter. With moch diffi- 
culty I have learned that her Name is Emiſia. I reptyed io him, Let me a- 
lone wich it, I will deport my ſelf according to the Jui humor; and be- 
cauſe you have given ſuch a good report to Salriati of me, I will be carefall 
that you ſhall not therein be found @ Lyar. Ber pamia, having continued with 
me a little while after this Diſcoutſe, did repair into the City, and aſſured 
me that he would bring Sa viati along with him; I was unwilling that be 
ſhould- come unto my own Lodging, decauſe of the great numbers of French 
Gentlemen who conſtantly came to viſit me. I was at that time, brave Ray - 
mond, lodged in the ſame Houſe with you, and,1 will not diſſemble with 
you, it was from you from whom moſt preciſely I would conceal my ſelf. 1 
thought, if you bad underſtood of my dealings and _ with the Itali 
aur, you would have ſuſpected ſomet hing, and hindred my Deſign. Oh no, 
ſaid Raymond, To believe chat, were to doubt of my affection. You knew, 
replyed Franc:ou, It was at the ſame time when I was courting of Nys, and 
that was one of the Reaſons why I did conceal it from you. What 2 ſaid 
Raymona, Do you take me to be an Enemy unto Nature? Since you are not 
yet poſſeſled of Nays, Why ſhall it not be permitted to you to court ano- 
ther ꝰ Nay, Suppoſe that you had been married to her, you would not be 
the firſt to whom Love hath given paſſions co inthrall your ſelf to another 


Beauty. Let us live together as we have been accuſtomed j there is _— | 
So, fai 


that ſhould diſſwade you from declaring your Secrets unto me. 
Fraxcion, We ſhould be guilty of one anothers iDebauchments ; Give me 
leave to tell you, There are ſome things which even Shame doth forbid us to 
declare unto our Friends, and 1 — not to be offended if they do not 
reveal them; for , if they be but Indifferences proceeding from Female 
cauſes, it will no wayes diminiſn Friendſhip to conceal them. But to per- 
fect my adventure, I muſt acquaint you, That I deſired Ber gauis to bri 
Satriati with him to a Church where I would be walking. Bergamin di 
applaud the counſel, for that, ſaid he, would be as if by accident we did meet 
with you, and I will not acquaint him, that you are waiting there in the ex- 
pectation of him. In this manner it was carried; and although I perceived 
that S Mati did put on a grave and a reſerved Countenance, I with many 
Complements did invite them both to Dine with me. Salvia ſeemed to be 
very unwilling, and ceremonious; but Bergemis overcame his reſiſtances, and 
we did go together into an Ordinary where we might be accommodated at 
what rate we pleaſed. There we did enter into a perfect acquaintance , and 
Bergamin taking an occaſion to ſpeak of Lucinda, did openly profeſſe that 1 
might be very belpfull to her. Sir, you ſhall then perform a great work of 
Charity ( ſaid Sai ) ſhe is a Widdow, without Friends, and withont pro- 
tection. She knows not any one in Rowe, except my ſelf, who have a long 
time dwelled in Venice ;but all that I can do is but to follow the Law for her, 
having no countenance at all from the great Officers of Iuſtice. I could wiſh 
that ſhe might be fo Ape to find one that may aſſiſt her, not only tor the 
good will Ido bear unto her, but alſo for my own conſideration; for the 
compaſſion which I have had on her Misfortunes, bath ingaged me in certain 
round Sums of moneys unto divers Merchants, which I know not how to 
return, if her Sute in Law doth not find a happy event. Ireplyed to him, 
That 1 was acquainted with ſome Cardinals of the greateſt power, with 
whom I had been familiar at Pars, before chey arrived to that height of 
Digaity ; and * them fince my comming to Rem, they ſo no 
dly intertzined me, that I believe they will not deny any civil courteſie which 
I ſhall demand of thera* He made anſwer, That in truth it is daily obſerved, 
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that thoſe great Perſonages do render themſelves more eafie and favourable 
to Strangers, than to thoſe of their own Nation ; for they undervalue thoſe 
whom they ſee every day, and in obliging 
do hope, it will render their courteſy, and their renown, more glorious. 
Thoſe words were not acceptable unto me, for they tended not to cauſe me 
to underſtand, that if I were high inthe fayour of the Great Ones, it was for 
ſome eminent Deſerts with which they ſaw me to be indued. I looked on 
bim as a blunt Fellow, who knew not what did belong to the Civilities of a 
Courtier, and becauſe they ſhould not entertain a baie opinion of me, I gave 
them to underſtand, That it was not my Cuſtom to Dine in ſuch places as 
where I then was, but 1. that time I did inforce my ſelf unto it, that 
more freely I might enjoy their Company. Speaking thoſe words, they both 
ſtooped, and made many Reverences unto me, and having both expreſſed 
their thankfull obligations, Salviati ſaid unto me, That if I would take the 
tins to give a viſit to Lacinda that afternoon, ſhe would take it for a great 
Cave and receiving the particulars of her Cauſe from her own mouth, 1 
ſhould be the better able to inform them to whom the greateſt places in the 
Seats of Juſtice did belong. 1 was raviſhed to hear this Propoſition, hoping 
that I ſhould have the happineſſe to ſee Emilis alſo, although he. made not 
the leaſt mention of her. Bergemin knowing that his preſence was unneceſ- 
ſary, did willingly leave us, and accompanied with Salviati, I came to the 
Houſe of Lucinda; It was bur a little one, but commodious for a 
Widdow-woman, who lived alone in it. Sa/v5ati entred into it as freely as if it 
had been his on, and we found Lacinde in the Halland her Daughter Emilia 
with her. I muſt proteſt unto you, that I never did behold a more delicat crea- 
ture; I faſtned my eyes upon her, but as ſoon as ſhe perceived it, ſhe did re- 
tire her ſelf into the Parlor: Salvia — to Lacinda, that I was the 
Man of whom in the morning be had mention to her, and that he ho- 
ped 1 ſhould be very profitable ſos the advancement of her Affairs. She re- 
ceived me with very civil complements ; for ſhe was a Woman of a gallant 
Spirit and Bebaviour, and was lovely enough, being not ſo old as the weeds 
of her Widdowhood did make her to appear. 1 to me all along 
the proceedings of her Husband againſt one called Tofat , who deteined a 
great part of his Eſtate from him ,ſhe told me alſo how he was killed as he was 
travelling from Venice unto Padua, and that the (aid Taſtat being apprehen- 
hended, ſhe came to Rome to follow the Law againſt him; and hoped, that be- 
ing condemned to Death, (be ſhould have great Damages 
warded her. I repeated to her the promiſes which I had made to her Sollici- 
citor ; bur I proteſt unto you, I had much to do to remember the words ſhe 
ſpake, ſo much was my Spirit diverted by the Beauties of £mi/3e; Icould not 
but curſe the Cuſtom of the /ta/:ans, which do not allow us the civil li 
to look on their Wives or Daughters. At the laſt it ſo happily did fall out, that 
Lacinda did begin to talk of her, which was a great —— to me. She ſaid, 
That the did not much care for any great Dammages the Law ſhould give her; 
for ſhe had enough already to content her during her life, having Fae one 
Davghter, who was ſhortly to enter into a Religious Houſe, and to have no 
more to do with the goods of Fortune. I aſſumed the freedom to demand 
of her, If it were ſhe whom I ſawwhen I firſt came into her Houſe ? She 
told me Yes; and as I did enc unto her that there were ſome Men who 
would think themſelves moſt happy to have ſuch a Wife, She replyed;ſhe was 
deſcended of Honourable Parentage, but having not means enough to mare 
ry ber —— to her Birth, the way ſhe could take with her, was to 
put her into a Nunnery. We maintained other Diſeourſe on this ſubject, 
and after that I conceived that I had ſtayed long enough , I took my leave of 
her : Being gone, 1 demanded 1 Ys if in good earneſt Emilia was _ 
See 2 | 
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ved to cofifine her ſelf unto a Cloiſter? He wn. We es; and that ſhe only 
ſtayed for money to give unto the Prioteſs, which her Mother hoped to receiye 

from the charity of well · affected people. For my ſelf, ſaid I, I (half be revey to 
aſſiſt her; but 1. Mould be more glad tuy money ſhould ſerve to marry ber, 
than to retire her from the world. He laughed at thoſe words, and we dil- 
courſed aſterwards of her Beauty, and her Merit. Imuſt conſeſſe tinto you, that 
having ſeen her, I was the more imeited to do ſomething for her Mother, and 1 
endeavoured what lay in my power chat ſhe might gain her Proceſſe, to the 
end that ſhe might have where with to marry her Daughter according to her 
Condition and Degree. * | 
I xook my leave of Salviati, and viſited all thoſe one after another whom I 
conceived to be capable to afsiſt Lucinda. After the end of two days I returned 
to her, to give her an account of what Thad done. She thanked me moſt hegr- 
tily, and told me, That the ſhould confefle her ſelf to be much obliged to me 
all be dayes of hier life. We were then alone in the Hall, when behold Zms/le 
came in. She ſeemed to be ſomething abaſhed to behold me, and made as 
though ſhe would return from whence ſhe came; but her Mother did command 
ber to ſtay, which was indeed a very acceptable tecompence for the pains I had 
taken. I parlyed to her with that diſcretion which is praiſed in that Coun - 
try, and I did not praiſe her but very modeſtly. Nevertheleſſe 1 made it appear, 
that ſhe had couched me within my heart, and that I much deſired to have ſuch 
a Miſtreſſe. I ſtayed with ber as long as poſsibly I could, and taking my leave, I 
promiſed her Mother that I would viſie ſome other Lords on her behalf, which 
I performed with extraordinary care. I muſt confefſe that Nays is beautiful, 
but Emilia hath ſuch attractions, that het fee not Nays, I cannot bur 
contemplate on Ei. I no longer did content my felf with my antiem de- 
lights, I had rather have perperuatly entertained my ſelf with this, if it had 
been poſvible for me; but I found I could not arrive unto it but by marriage 
only. To marty Emilia was not pieaſing to me, ſhe having no other riches 
but what were grounded on a Proceſſe, which might be as well loſt as gain ed. 
Nevertheleſſe I deliberated with my ſelf, that if I'would receive any Pleaſure 
from her, it muſt be by the pretence of Marriage; fo that oftentimes I diſcour- 
ſed with Salviati concerning her, and told him, char he muſt not give way unto 
her to enter into a Relligious hovſe;thar it was no true Devotion that did per- 
ſwade her to it, but her Mothers, and her own Ambition, becauſe for the 
preſent ſhe had not wealth enough to Marry her according to her Condition: 
She was endued, I faid, with fach perfections, that divers perſons of quality 
would take her freely without demanding any Dowry but her Vertue. I in that 
manner did fo diſcover my ſelf unto him, that he perceived I did ſpeak of my 
ſelf, of which he was very glad, and I believe did advertiſe Lucinda of it, But 
becauſe I could not ſee her every time I did go to her Mothers houſe, and could 
not ſpeak aloud unto her before her Mother, it did much afflict me, being ac- 
cuſtomed to * freely to young Gentlewomen, after the Manner of the 
French, I could not expreſſe my Love unto her, nothing did ſpeak but my eies 
only; but in this Country of Italy, but one glance, or little action, will often- 
times ſpeak more to purpoſe, than all the long entertainments of other Nations. 
I could not be ſatisfied with that, and was therefore reſolved to write unto her, 
and to deſire Salviari to deliver my Letters. To write unto her a Letter of 
Love ſeemed to be too bold, and too difficult an enterprize for the firſt time, 1 
only compoſed a Diſcourſe, where I introduced a Shepherd complaining , that 
he could not diſcover his paſsion to his Shepherdeſs ; This was as a thing in- 
different, which did not addrefle it ſelf unto any one in particular, and havi 
ſhewed it to Salviati, he promiſed me to find out a way that Emilia ſboull 
bave a fight of it, although ſhe had taken an Oath not to peruſe any thing ac 
all which did not ſpeak of Devotion; for in things which are excellent to _ 
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world, we look not ſo much on the Subject as the Beauty of the Piece. I uſed 
all my Art and Jaduſtry, and did write it in Icaian, with the help of a Pet of 
this City, ho corrected the tales which I made; for having been refidenc 
here but a ſhort time, I have not᷑ yet the propriety of the language. My Sal- 
licitor of Love, rather than of Law, did on the next morning inform meæhat niy 
Letter was very pleaſing to Emilia, ſo that took the confidence to write: un- 
to her two or three Letters of Love one after the other, which this man id ve- 
ry willingly deliver for me; We now called one another Coſins, and-Zergawin 
had ſpoken ſo well of me, that with what be himſelf obſerved in me; he was 
woadertully incited to ſerve me ; May, he did more, he procured me an anſwer 
from Ennlie: It was & ſhortone indeed, but very favourable, and ſuch a one 
as my ſelf could have wiſned. The fdir Hi ia did permit that on that Eve- 
ing I ſhould give her a Viſu, her Mother being in Bed, by reaſon of the In- 
— of her Body. I feed not to wait upon her, according to her dire» 
ion, without tearing what might arrive; ] found the Door of the Houſe only 
put to, and not latched, I therefore entred into the Hall, where Emilia did at- 
tend my comming, having wich her no ligſit but that of the Moon , who dart- 
ed her beams into a little window, the Ca ſement whereof was open, I there- 
upon had light enough to diſcover that I was not deceived, and that I had be- 
fore me that wondertull Beauty; I would have thanked her for the favour 
ſhe had done me, in the faireſt words I could expreſſe; but ſhe aſſured me, that 
I muſt be thankfull only to my own importunity, which had overcome her to 
permit me to come unto her, to naderſtand what was the Subject of my Com- 
glaint. I made anſwer to ber, ] hat the greateſt happineſſe that po 
arrive unto me, was to ſee her, by what means ſoe ver it could be effected, 
ſne ought not therefore to rezet the Obligation which 1 pretended to 
Beauties. By fittle and little I entred into Diſcourſe with her, and mide: 
more ſenſible of my paſgion by my Tongue, than I had done before 
Pen. I diſcourſed with ber of 


rake _ Period to her Misfortunes, and to render ber the happleſ} ; and 
moſt cbntent ed Creature in the World. I did ſpeak unto her in theſe 
terme, and added not one ſyllable more unto them; and the conceiving to 
ber ſelf that I had made a promiſe of Marriage to her, did ſ ear unto me faith- 
fully to recomprnce my affection. I kiſſed ber hands, and her naked arms, as of- 
ten as I pleaſed, but I touched not her lip but only once. I had a defire to have 
uſed all my force in ſome other place; fbr we who ate true Wartiers do under 
ſtand well enough, that ſome Forts are more eaſie to be taken in one coruer 
than another; I did attempt to feel her Bteſta, & three or four times L obtained 
what I deſited. I had a violent deſire to pas further, and at that inſtant to 
ha ve enjoyed all that I could hope for ; for in Love we muſt take all that we 
tan while Fortune ſmileth upon us. Iris Diſctetion to take, and to make uſe 
of that to day, which we do not know whether we may have to morrow or 
not: But I perecived that I fell far ſhort of my Account. She aſſured me, That 
ſhe would never fee me more, if I would not my ſelf mere civilly to- 
wards her; and that I ought to content my ſelf wich che hazard, into which 
for my ſake ſhe had put her ſelf , which, if it were known, — 
to diſhonor her for ever. I would not force her; for I believed it would 
unprofitable ; and when ſhe made me to underſtanil that it was time for her 
to retire, Id as conrentedly as I came unto her; and of Neceſgity it 
muſt de, that they were all faſt aſleep withia, or that the Men and * 
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ſervants were of the Plot with her; for I heard not the leaſt noiſe arall. I 
would not diſcover unto Salvia: that I had been with her; It was ſufficient 
for me to be happy, without making others acquainted- with je. He did con- 
ceive that I was beloved by Emilia, having delivered into my band & Letter 
from her; bur 1 did not open it before him, becauſe I would not ſhew him the 
Contents thereof. Nevertheleſſe he freely declared himſelf, that he doubted. 
not but that the moſt beautifull Maid had a defire to witneſſe to me all fort of 
affections, in the recompence of my own , becauſe ſhe was extraordinary glad 
to have found a Perſon of Honour that would marrie her, and maintain her in 
the world, having no mind unto the Cloyſter, but only in caſe of neceſſity. I 
made no anſwer to him, but only in obſcure terms; to the end that he might 
interpret them as he himſelf pleaſed. Howioe ver 1 hoped that by this means 
at laſt I ſhould be able to ſatis fie my love · I did write again unto Emilia, and 
I received an anſwer which did permit me co give het a Second Viſie, but I did 
no more than at the firft time. She - ſeemed to be much incenſed againſt 
my violence, and told me], That 1 did uſe her far more uncivilly than 1 
ought ; and, if my affectiom were ſo impatient, I ſhould demand her 
in marriage of her Mother. I did demonſtrate to her, that I was a Stranger, 
and although I bad large poſſeſſions, I could not be ſo well accommodated, 
as is a Man in his own Country; That before I thought of Marriage, I oughe 
to put my ſelfinto a condition to ſupport the Charges of it, it being a buſineſſe 
of that conſequence, that I ſhould acquaint my Kinred with it. She replyed 
to me, That if I bad loved accordingly as I faid, 1 would ask no counſel, but of 
Love only; and as for Wealth, I had enough where I was to content her. I 
believe ſhe did perceive that I had an Intent to have deceived her ; for after 
that time ſhe entertained me with no more favourable Language, ſo that ab- 
ruptly I did depart from her. I afterwards did write three Letters unto her, 
to which ſhe returned but one Anſwer, in which ſhe accuſed me of treachery 
and ingratitude. For all that, I continued to come unto her Mothers Houſe , 
but I did ſee her Daughter but ſeldom, or if I had ſeen her, it was without ſpea« 
king to her. I only conferred with her Mother, to be informed of the time in 
which I was to make my moſt powerfull Sollicitations on her behalf; but S- 
viati did repreſent unto us, That by reaſon of the crafty proceedings of the op- 
poſite Party , a Demurre was made in the hearing of her Canſe. When I per- 
ceived there was no hope to gain what I d of Emilia, I did not with 
ſuch heat follow che Sute; and becauſe at that time alſo I courted Nays , who 
daily did increaſe her affections towards me, I only ſerved her, and doubled 
my attendance on her. At that time the learned Hortenfixs, by his gallantries, 
did cauſe us to pa ſſe away our time in laughter, which brought ſome eaſe to 
the impatiency of my Spirit. Salviati once or twice demanded of me, How I 
thrived in my Loves? And what was the reaſon that I was ſo rare a Gueſt at 
Lacindaes houſe ? But Icoldly replyed, That I was afraid to appear too im- 
portunate. I believe he ved well enough that I had a thoro ang 

upon me; but ſe he did ſpeak no more unto me, I alio did en- 
deavor to eſchew his Company, as much as poſſibly I could: and ſome time it 
is ſince I heard any mention made of Emils, until Signior Bergamin did now 
ſpeak of her: I made nothing of it, as you perceived; for what reaſon had 1 
to yield unto that which he alleged. It may ſuffice that I have told you the 
truth of all, without augmentation or diminution,and you may now underſtand 
if Eilia bath a jnſt Canſe to defice any thing of me. 

Francion having thus finiſhed his Diſcourſe, ſaid unto him, That if 
this in truth were all, Emilia could not conſtrain him to any thing; but ſince 
ſhe had diſcovered her moſt ſecret affairs, which were made known to Berga- 
min, be ought to have a care of that Bergemi», who by his flouting Arts might 
make him ridiculous to the World. I know not what he will do, ſaid Fran- 
| cion, 
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cien, for I uc indaes and ENA ſake, but I conceive he came to the intelligence 
of it from Falviai. I believe they gave him this commiſſion to came unto me, 
being a man of a more apprehenſive Spirit, and of a wore courily prtſence, than 
his friend. But howſoever it be, neither one nov the other of them have any 
cauſe at all to laugh at me. 1 have taken much pleaſure at the entertainment of 
Emilie, and can tell you ſomething elſe which is more than that, but that was 
not able to tecompence my ſervice, far at that time 1 deſired notbing more 
than her preſence, and eſtecined it to be equal to the greateſt happine ſſe which 
the world could afford. It may be alleged, it hath coſt me ſomething it may he 
fo , but it is ſo little, that it is not conſiderable. Calviati taking notice one 
time that I was buying ſo many yards of Genes Sattin as would make me a 
compleat ſuit, did tell me, that he would alſo buy ſome of the ſame piece, to 
make him a Doublec , which he would wear with a pair of Breeghes of Shih 
cloatch. He took ſome of the ſame, and ſuffered me to pay for his Sattin with 
my own. ln the ſame manner he ſometimes allo ſollicited my libetality, and 
his Camrade was not wanting in the ſame invention, but becauſe they had done 
ſome courteſi es for me, I did not refuſe to be aſſiſtiag to them. To what end 
do riches ſerve but for honourable expences? You bave reaſon ſo to ſay, re- 
plyed Rayword , we mult have pity on thoſe hagelt tellows, whoſe imploy- 
ment it is to make us Men are made to be helpfuil. one to another; and 
for ſuch Drols as theſe - they could not live if it were not (for ſuch perſons 
as our ſelves. But if Bergawis ſhall come again, I would adviſe you 
not to deſpiſe his Remonſtrances ; It were better co gain him by mildneſſe 
{which I believe is an eaſie thing to doe) that ſo you may me be aſſured of 
him, and the management of your loves may be concealed. 
A they were in this comm unication, Dorin came to ſre them, and turni 
to Francia, be told him, that all was ſpoiled, and that Nays wat in ſuch a pa 
ſion agaiaſt him, chat ſhe could not be appea ſed . Hex love, he ſaid, was tur- 
ned into batred, and ſhe would break whatſoever bed paſſed betwixt them, 
and had ſworn to the performance of it, Are you ip good earneſt, ſaid Fran- 
cio, and is it by her expreſſe commandement that I muſt come no more unto 
her? It is a reſolution unworthy of her, and 1, deſerve! not to be ſo rejected. 
Dorini made anſwer, But obſerve the reaſons of my Kinſwoman , I will de- 
declare unto you what moſt unfortunately hath happened. Yeſterday late in 
the Evening there came two Ladies to het houſe, who deſired to ſpeak with her, 
one of them was called L«cinds, and the other was her Daughter Emilia, they 
are both of Vevice, and are come to Rewe to follow a ſate of Law. Nays be- 
lieved that they addreſſed themſelves unto her to ſollicite ſome friends of hers 
on their bebalf, as ſhe hath ſome Kinſmen who ſir in the chief ſears of Juſtice, 
ſhe therefore commanded that they ſhould come is, being extreme)y charitable 
to all of her ſex ; But ſhe heard another buſineſſe, quite contrary to that which 
ſheexpeRed,  Fraxcions heart began to pant at this word of Emilie, and al- 
ready did ſuſpect his miſ- fortune; which when Dorin perceived, he thus 
continued his diſcourſe. Lvcizda having taken Nays aſide, did repreſent un- 
to ber, chat ſhe was very ſorry that ſhe no ſooner underſtood what had paſſed 


betwixt you and her, but at the firſt intelligence ſhe made all che baſtſhe + 


could to forbid che Banes, and to declare unto her, chat you had promiſed mar- 
riage to her Daughter. Howſoever ſie hoped that the affair was not fo far ad- 
vanced, but that a remedy might be yet appled, and that Nays had underſtan- 
ding enough not to be married to ſuch a man, who having contracted himſelf 
to another Lady, had ſo manifeſtly abuſed both of chem. N- bad a good o · 
pinion of theſe two Ladies, who were accounted to be boneft and honourable, 
and ſhe made no doubt but that their allegations were true. At che laſt Emilie. 
produced a Letter which yon had wrote unto her, by which Ny moſt appa» 
rently did perceive , that you were moſt paſſionately inzmoured on her. — 
2, 
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cinda moreover did acquaint her, that you had ſeen her Daughter alone, and 
that you then had promiſed to eſpouſe her. This did wonderfully poſſeſſe 
Nays, and did exaſperate her againſt you, which at that time ſhe did not 
make apparent, for ſhe is a Woman of an admirable diſcretion, although ſhe 
cannot but with great impatience indure an affront. Emilia ſaid but little, 
but ſne wept abundantly, as well for her own fault as for yours, being aſnamed 
that ſhe had ſo much obliged an ungratefull perſon to her 4 but her Mo- 
ther did ſpeak for ber, and related to Nays the good Fntertainment which 
oftentimes ſhe had given you, in hope to have you her Son- in Law, in 
which ſhe forgat the Cuſtom of her Country, where Men are not fo freely 
entertained by Ladies, as in your own. e 
N ay: ſeemed to be ſatisfied at the teſtimonies which the had (cen, and with- 
out the leaſt ſign of paſſion, aſſured Lucinda, that ſhe for her own part would 
no ways hinder your return to Emilia; and being convinced of your-inconſtane 
cy, ſhe was reſolved no more to eſteem of you, and not ſo much as once again 
to ſee you. With this aſſurance Lucinda and Emilia —— „ and Naye 
bringing them to her door, did thank t hem for the favor they had done ber, 
in delivering her from the danger in which ſhe was ready to have involved her 
ſelf, by marrying a Man ſo perfidious as your ſelf. I believe ſne did take but 
little reſt that night; for the day no ſooner appeared, but the unquietneſſe of 
her Spirit was ſo great, that ſhe ſent for me to come unto her, to acquaint me 
with theſe ungratefull tydings. I could not FO ſo ſoon as ] deſired, becauſe I 
was implo i in affairs of great importance; but comming to her at the laſt, 
ſne related this unto me in a marvellous choler, and tranſportation of Spirit, 
and commanded me to deſire you to come no more unto her; for ſhe: belie- 
ved ſhe ſhould be guilty of a great crime, if ſhe ſnhould permit you to come 
within her Doors. When ſhe makes any mention of you, it is with theſe Epi- 
thets of Perfidious, and Jngrateful, and with the appellations of Tayter, and 
Monſter; and ſhe hath reſolved with her ſelf to make void whatſoever ſhe Hath 
contracted with you. For my part, I know not what to ſay unto her., ſhe is 
very angry with me, and tels me that I am the c. uſe of her Misfortune, having 
ſpoken better of you than you deſerved. I maſt confeſſe, to my own ſhame, 
that ſhe hath juſt reaſon to complain; Emilia bath left wich ber one of her Let- 
ters, which ſhe hath ſhewed unto me; and never take me to be the Man as 1 
am, but to be without Eyes and Judgement, if I do not believe that you did 
write that Letter. 

Francion, having liſtned to bim very attentively, ſaid, That be would never 
deny but that he had wrote Letters to Emilia, and that he had often ſeen her; 
But (my brave Dori®s) ſaid he, Doe not you underſtand me better > Doe you 
think that I ceaſe to be what I have been, or that you are changed from what 
you were? Do you not know that we have alwayes lived in that liberty,which 
untill this hour you never did complain ot? I know not for what cauſe you do 
ſpeak unto me with fo much animoſity. Der ini did reply unto bim, When! 
ſaw you firſt of all in France at Kaymond: Caſtle, I was not moved at your irre- 
gular and unconſtant affections, for you were then in the of ye 
Youth ; but now you are to put on a more auſtere; and reſerved garb. I do 
profeſſe unto you, ſaid Francion, That now I am obliged fo to do — 
day I was contracted unto Nays, and if hereafter I ſhall commit any Wanton 
Act contrary to that obligation, I ſhall adjudge my ſelf to be extremely guil - 
ty; but at that time when I courted Emilia, I was not contracted unto Ny 
But why, replyed Dori, Did you Court her with ſo much Paſſion, having 

profeſſed ſo much Service to my Kinſwoman ? You had otherwiſe been excu- 
ſable, and we do believe that Emilia, in ſome Letters of yours, can ſhow your 
promile of Marriage under your own hand. Did the ſhew any ſuch Letter 
unto Nays, ſaid Froxcion ?. No, replyed Der ini, but ſhe believes ſhe hath re- 
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reſerved that Letter with an intent to ſhew it to the Iudge before whom you 
will be brought, which will make. much againſt you. I proteſt unto you (ſaid 

Franc ion ſhe hath no ſuch Letter. But for all that, replyed Dorsni, We doe 

imagine that you had your pleaſure with her. Y ou know ſaid Francos) that 
1 alwayes have been addicted to the pleaſures of Love; You may therefore 
believe I ſhould not have bees ſorry to have enjoyed her, neither would I con- 

ceal it if | had done it; for ſometimes it is one part of the contentments of a 
Conqueror to ſing the glories of bis Triumph. And, if it were ſo, I do believe 
ſhe could have no great Action againſt me; for the Iudges obſerving her light 
neſs to be ſo ſoon ſurprized bya Stranger, would be prone to take my part, 
and to apptebend that ſhe had been before of a luoſe Converſation : And Nays 
ought in reaſou to reject me far that, for we ſee no Man ſo ſenſleſs as to refuſe 
his good Fortune; but all this is hut nothing, I am confident that I have not 
failed in any thing, and do not deſerve that rough uſage 1 have received, 1 


will conceal nothing from you, but give you a fuiſſaccount of all that hath paſſed 


betwixt Emilia and my ſeif. 

Hereupon Frartion repeated che Hiſtory almoſt in the very ſame words as 
he told it before to Rimini, and Doreni profeſſed to him, that if there were 
not hing ele, he in trutli was not ſo faulty; but he ſhould find a very hard task 
to perſwade his Coſin to beleive it, who was a Woman entire in ber reſoluti- 
ons, and would abſolutely make all void that ſhe had contracted: Neverthe- 


leſſe be promiſed Fr-nciav, that for his own” part he would act nothing a- 


inſt him. Raymond, who had a great power over, did intreat him not to 
Pail in this promiſe. to his Friend, and he would demand no other 
re for the great affection which he had alwayes born unto him. 
He aſſured him, that he would be favourable to bim, and ſo took his leave 
of them both, being amazed at ſo ſudden, and ſo great a change. | 
T his did reader F»acios very me lancholly, for he knew he (could no where 
meet with a better Fortune than Nays ; & did torment him to loſe her, and it 
did more torment him that he muſt loſe her with diſhonorgbur Reyward did the 
beſt he could to draw him out of his amazement and affliction. He told 
him that he muſt put on — reſolution, and if he married not Nays, 
he might find every where Women enough, They, he faid, were a Common 
ndiſe, and it would not be for his advantage to aba ndon his Fortunes in 
Fraxee, to d well in {ta/y, Raymond ſpoke this on his own behalf, for it pri 
ved him to loſechis Company, and to be inforced to return to Franc: 2 
bim; fothat, whatſoe ver he had ſpoke to the contrary, he had rather his Mar- 
tinge ſhould be broken off; than accompliſhed. Fravcios ſeemed in ſome mens 
fure co eof what he ſaid. and both conſented to go abroad, the ber- 
ter to paſſe away their Diſcontents, for it was not yet Dinner time, and they 
had — paorame;s by — * 3950. * 5 * 
They repaired to the nent Church, here there were but ſem people, yet 
oercheleſs as they walked-ig the'Cloiſters they were ſo preſſed with theGioing 
that they were amazed at it. At the laſt, as they entred into un obſcure ha- 


pel, Frumcion felt a hand — his Pocket. He was ſubele and 
diligent, and mmediatlydid put his hand down to take hokdpot his whB⁰D a 


tampering with his Packet 4- bur the Pick- pookerwi ſo ſuddenly, that 
— Walle of s intention. He immediatiy cryed ont, a Cut; purſe 5-2 
Cutpurſe, and commandedihis Lackeys to purſut um; but he conveyed him - 
ſelf away ſo cuaningly, that t hey could not find him. Frama, having put his 
hand imo his Pocket, did ' bis money wii there, inſomuch that 
be 11d That the ſlippery Companion had not the leine to finiſh his work, 
and that he to comfort himſelf; for if he trad loſt his money, as he had 
loft his Love, be had reafon to ſay, that all che Misfortune in the world had 
happened to him on that day. After — Maſſe with Royywond, and 
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as they came out of the Church, they refolved with themſelves to walk into 
the City. Francion, as be paſſed by them, found himſelf much importuned by 
the Tradeſmen , who perpetually demanded of him, What do you lack? What 
do you lack? which did begin to diſpleaſe him, and he always found ſome of 
thole men croſſing him in his way, whom. he had oblerved at Maſſe, who 
were people but ot a mean condition, and preſaged no good unto him. In 
the end he ſtayed at a perfumers ms baving a deſire ro buy ſome Cyprian 
powder, and pulling his money out of his Pocket ( for. he never uſed a Purſe) 
he:was much aitonifhed co find t hree times as much money in his Pocket as he 
had put into it, and that they were pieces of more value; be ſhewed them to 
Raymond, and ſaid unto him , that he believed that the money did grow and 
mulriply in his pocket, or elſe he muſt acknowledge, that at Rome were the 
braveſt Cut- pur ſes in the world, who inſtead of raking away mens moneys, 
doe give them a great deal more than they had before; And if that this did 
ſo fall out on every day, he would let them dive into his Pocket as often as 
they pleaſed. 1 he Cut · purſes of Paris were but knaves and bunglers, he ſaid, to 
the Cutpurſes of Rome, and had no ſuch Art that was ſo profitable to the people. 
Raymond made anſwer to him, That the Cut-purſes did politickly in it, to put 
in more money, for it was to charm thoſe Pockets they did intend to pick , 
thar ſo having helped to fill them at firſt, they might empty them ac laſt for al- 
together. You ſpeak with good reaſon, ſaid Francion, I believe this Pilferer 
would have done the ſame, or peradventure he conveyed in my Pocket the 
money which he ſtole from others, that I ſhould keep :it for a time for him. 
See here his Quadruples which I never touched before; If this money be not 
preſently imployed, it will peradventure be of no profit to me, for it may be it 
was not well got, I will therefore find one ſpeedy way or other to lay it forth. 
As he ſpoke that, there approached to him four meny and one of them ſaid unto 
bim, that he muſt give him an account where he had that money, and that was 
not all, for he told him that he had ether things to lay unto his charge, 
whereupon he commanded the other three to apprehend him, and carry him 
away to priſon. Fraucion told him, that he had committed no fault at all, and 
Ray with the Lackeys would have reſcued him, but there came in half a 
dozen Ser jeanes to ſecure the priſoner. There were alſo many Citizens, who 
walking up and down the ſtreets, would have; been ready to have aſſiſted 
tbem, and moreover, a man ought ta be moſt carefull in that well- governed 
City, for if he had affronted a Ser jeant or his Yeoman, or any other officer , 
he ſhould be moſt ſeverely puniſhed, Raymoud, having done what be could 
for his friend, witbout uſing any violence, was contented to goe along with 
him, but the Officers would not give way unto it, and he bimſelf on matu- 
ret deliberation did believe, ĩhat being at liberty he Mould be more ready to 
aſſiſt his friend in his neceſſities, and to draw him out of the calamity into 
ubich he was fallen. He knew not whether it was aps that tauſed him to be 
arreſted, or Elia, and he could not believe that either of them could be ſo 
cruelbto him. In the mean time Francien was with the Serjeants, who made it 
their firſt work to ſeize upon all his money. He intreated them not to diſ- 
grace him, nor take hold of him as they lead him, which they would hardly 
cuadeſcend unto, for they were afrald that he being pimble of body would 
make an eſcape, although they had on every ſide-mncompaſſed him. They 
were a great way fram apy priſon, therefore feating that in ſo long a way he 
might paſſibly find ſome friends to reſeue him, they brought him into the 
houſe of one of the Officers, ho was: commanded to have a ſpecial eye over 
him. They put all his money upon the! Table, and having looked upon the 
Quadtuples, they ſaid , that moſt aſſured ly they were counterſeit, and that 
be was ane of thoſe who were the — of falſe money. The ludge, having 
looked upon them, and made trial of them, ſaid, they were ſtark naught, * 
| f 12 verthele ſſe, 
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vertheleſſe, for his further ſatisfaction , it was neceſſary to ſend for the Gold- 
ſmith to make tryal of them. When he came, he ſaid, he heeded nut to try 
them upon the Touchitone , for they were of fo baſe 'aw alloy ;'rhar'they 
were worth nothing at all. Howſoeyer, to obſerve the equal form of tit pro- 
ceedings in that nature, — inforced him to put pra ctice the proofs of his art; 
where he did cut one of the Quadruples in two piecey;;andfoundit to be 
but ſligh:ly covered with gold on the ouiſide, and to be braſſe, and ſome o- 
ther ſophiſticated metal within. Fravcion yas glad tharthe; was accuſed” of a 
thing, of which he was moſt intirely innocent, for at the firſt he feared that 
it was Emilia who had cauſed him to be arreſted;, pretending that he had 
promiſed marriage to her, and that he had frequented her Company; for al- 
though the affair had not ſo far advanced it (elf as it might have been, yet ſhe 
might have given a ſiniſter interpretation of it to the Magiſtrates, and ſb" far 
to — prevailed upon their compaſſion, as to have cauſed him to be taken 
priſoner. But no mention of that was made at all, and becauſe he was only 
charged with the falſe pieces which were found in ha bands, he told che 
Judge, there needed not fo great an examination about it zanor ſo many wit- 
elles , that if he had but ſtedfaſtly looked upon them himſelf, he ſhould have 


ſaid one of the com 

likely yon have recerv 

Merchant whom you have deceiv ed. 
Alle accuſer did advance himſelf 


ber of falſe pieces; did diſtribute them to many ij to 5 ＋ 
them up and down the City. 

— len forth money, 
and did put even thoſe falſe pieces into the Bank, to make their deceirfall mer- 
chandiſe the more current. Francion hertupon did take the word out of his 
mouth, and told him that he was a Knave, and an Impoſtor, and that” he 
could not prove one word of whac he ſpake ; but his accuſer co Dim, 
that when time ſhould ſerve he would ſhow the truth of his accuſation. This is 
not the firſt time ſaid he, that this man hath made it his trade to deceive all 6- 
thers ; I ſhall declare unto you one of his' deceipts, aud une of the pre: 
ones in the world ; It is not long ſince he was in the City of G, where he 
acted the part both of a Gentleman, and a Merchant, zn took upom him als 
ſo diverſe other Trades. Being there, he preteaded that he had reteived great 
ſams of money from diverſe perſons who were indebted to him, aud he ber- 
rowed from ſeveral Merchants above twenty pair of ſcales, and from lf thoſe 
weights which were to weigh Piſtols, he clipped away a certain He 
then having gathered many good Piſtols, did clip them actor - 
ding to the proportion of the weights which he had clipped . He kept the 
ſcales but a little time with him, but returned chem, that the Merchant: might 


entertain no ſuſpition of him. Not long afterwards be did goe to che fame 


Merchants; and with the clipped Piſtols did buy of them a quantity of 
ſtuffs; T he Piſtols being weighed were found equal to the in ide ſdales; 
which weight he before had clipped. The Merchants — — Piſtols to 
be good weight, were well contented, and he his ſtu; elſe- 


where, having gained all the Gold _ be had clipped ary Meer 
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by be had made fic , ſelling ſome part of it, and keeping the other 
8 ingle it with his bea alle ,yhen he coyned falfe picres, ſuch is were theſe 
which be had about him when he war « ended, Some of the Merchanm 
having afterwards good Piſtols to weigh, were ama ed to fre them much heg- 
vier ina chewel hes of their ordinary ſcales, and as they compared them with 
other weights, they perceived that the light weights were the ſame which 
came from that man. They communicaced what had befallen them one unto a> 
nother, and all of them remembrinꝑ that t heir ſcales through the bands 
of this man, they perceived the cheat, and were reſolved to cauſe him to be 
niſhe&, if they could a him. They could never fince hear of him, 
r he doth nothing elſe but run from place to place, and — ag name and 
habitz but now, fince we have him in cuſtody, and 1 do Qly remember 
that ix is the ſame man; for 1 do call to mind that I have ſeen him in many o- 
ther places, I doubt not but — — with us in proſecuting the Lawn as 
inſt him. Conſider with your febves it there was ever a greater cheat, and if 
To French men be not more ſubtle than we can imagin. I know other 
prancks that he hath played, which in due time and place I will diſcover 
to you, th 
Francion Was 
ute unto him things which he never thought of. 
Lim, and proteſted that he was never at Genes in his life, and that he would 
prove his life quite'cantrary to that which he 4. He ſaid, he was a Gen- 
tleman of honourable parentage, and that he lived always in the Court of 
France near unto Princes and the greateſt Signiors , that there was not a 
French man in Rane but knew. him, and teſtific the great eſteem in 
which he alway lived. It is probable, ſaid his Accuſer, that the French men 
who are now in Rome will take his part, whether it be to preſerve the honoue 
of their Nation, ot that a great part of them have received much profit by bim. 
It is ſufficiently known that there are — — of great Familien; 
who receive not ſo muth money from own” Countries as deſi to 
inſomuch that they are inſorced to have recourſe to this Impoſtor, and to make 
bim their laſt refuge, who lends them conmerfrit boping that one day 
when they are teturned into their own Country they will pay him back good 
vice Not lengage eee eee 
vices. Not 10 to take re to ex very li 
to thoſe —— — ininbone ighe vato 
all the brave Blades of this City, ho had ruined themſelves and their Eftares 
upon the Courtiſam He entertained. them with a magnificent Feaſt, in which 
was ſuch variety, that no leſſe than ſix Courſes one after the ot ber were ferved 
in upon the Tables In the firſt Courſe were meats to prepare, as well 
at to: feed the appetite, In the ſecond was the main body of the Feaſt, 
ſo full, of all manner of variety; that ic ſeemed to ſurfeie as much the 
eye a the appetite. In the third Courſe were Tarts, Cuſtards, and Fio- 
rentine: In the fourth,al manner of raw fruits, In the fiſth, Confetts & Suckets, 
Bur for the ſixth, it was extraotdinaty and wonderfull. He would be the Stew - 
ard himſalf, and did feta great Baſin full of Money on the Table; They. belie- 
ved aq firſt that the Baſin was only full of water to waſh their hands, bur the 
perceived it to be fullof pieces of Gold, and looked one on another with — 
mirgtiot . He deſired every one of the Company to take as much thereof as 
he pleaſed: It is ſaid, m Gullants were ſo modeſt, that he was fain c 
inttett them nac the laſt every one took a handfull of the Gold. He 
deſirec them, that they would be pleaſed to fall ro it again, and co empty the 
Biſis; hut he could aceperfwade them to it; for they were aſhamed to ſhow 
themielves ſd inſatiable,tos Man that was ſo prodigal. I have beard it ſpoken 
indeed, that theſe Gentlemen deſired; evety one of chem, to borrow money of 
bim 
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him, and he being uncertain what anſwer to give them, did at laſt reſolv2 ups» 
2 this N try; 3 4 42 Was = way. any one of them 
is Mony upon the Table, and counting it t did all promiſe 
to — back to him again, with Intereſt. He deGired them not to take care 
for thar, — — that he defired no other profit of bis money, but 
only the contentment to be ſtiled their Friend. It fafficed him, he ſaid, if at 
any time without Intereſt they would return the Money again; for be knew 
well enough that he muſt ſtay long for it; and beſides he was in great danger 
to loſe it all, and it was to no purpoſe to demand Bands of ſach young 255 
lanes, who had ſuch Parents, that they would never be induced to pay for their 
Childrens Debauchment. In this be acted the part of a magnificent Signior; 
and I know not if that great Pretender Bragad in, who hath ſo famous in 
Venice, did ever perform ſo noble anaR; although be vaunteth that be bath 
found the Philoſophers ſtone, and can produce out of other metals fo much 
Gold as he pleaſeth, by his Powder of Perfection This Man alſo who ſtands 
there, would perſwade us to a belief, that to authoriſe his Prodigality he is the 
Maſter of the lame Secret; but let him make it if he can, be may be ſure he ſhall 
have my good word no more than Bragadis had. who being condemned for a 
Sorcerer, and an Impoſtor, was put —— in Germeny, and, for ought that I 
know, this Man doth deſerve the ſame puniſbment. We ate moreover to con- 
ſider, that the French who are in this City ought not to be accepted as Witnei- 
ſes in the behalf of this Offender ; for the greateſt part of them are obliged to 
him, and have received from him remarkable courteſies. There are many things 
worthy your obſervation in that which I have ſpoken: for firſt of all, to lend, 
and give away ſo much moneꝝ to fuch a multitude of Men, and to live at fo 
W as he doth, ( which may (olfeg a Princes Court) doth prove, thac 
of Neceſſity he muſt drive ſome valawfull Trade, which gives him the means 
ſtill ro hold out, and to fupply himſelf with ſo vaſt a bank of monies. You 
bt alſo to conſider his ta, and bow he doch impoſe ſometimes on one, 
ſometimes on another, and the great diſgrace and loſſe he brings to 
Italy, by making current thoſe pieces, which are either not weight, or alicoge- 
ther counterfeit. We may do well to look out forae Novice lately come from 
France, who is not yet guilty of bis Liberality, who freely may inform us, if e- 
ver he heard of him in Frexce, and if he be not a Counterfeit himſelf, and one 
who ought not to abuſe the name of a Gentleman, and we ſhall then perceive 
chat it is an eaſie matter to be Liberal by falſe Merchandiſe. We ought alſo to 
apprehend ſome of his Servants, and ſtrictly to examine them, that we may be 
detter informed in the ſectet of their Maſters affairs. b 
The Iudge, who heard all this, commanded rhe Aceuſer to be ſilent, and ta- 
king him aſide, told him, I hat he bad done very ill ſo manifeſtly to diſcover 
theſe proceedings of Iuſtice. He did well to enjoyn him ſilence, fe he labou- 
red with ſuch a flux of words, that he did ſpeak all that which he did know. and 
all chat iwhich he did not know ; and he could hardly be reſtrained , but 
would ſtill have accumulated morecalumniations on him, which were all farr 
from the truth; for he imputed to Frencion alone whatſoever he had beard ipo- 
ken before of all the Mountebanks and Impoſtors that were ever ſeen in Ir 
Fraxcion,who found that this Information bad not the leaſt apparence, and 
ſerved the affected paſſion in which bis Accuſer did expreſſe himſelf, and the 
. range poſtures and ill»favoured faces which he made, could hardly, in the de- 
ſpight, and midſt of his Misfortune, forbear from laughter. The Magiſtrate 
that was then preſent, and was « Man of ſome ing, did give no great 
reſpect unto that Informer, but commanded him the ſecond time to bold his 
peace, and it being much about the time of Dinner, he ſaid he would have 
this buſiueſſe examined again at ſome other time; and fo diſmiſſed the Com- 
pany. The charge of Francien: perſon 77 2 to one who kept _ 
3 2 
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Priſoner in his own houie, untill bis Proceſſe could be better drawn up; for 
he told his Accuſer, that he muſt put his Bill into a better form, and not make 
ſuch deviations in it, nor allege ſuch things againſt him which he conld not 
prove. After that, he provided a Chamber for Ffancton, and brought him 
wherewith to cat. As for Fraxcion himſelf, he was wonderfully amazed, that 
he was fallen into this Misfortune. Sometimes he believed that he was taken 
for ſome other who was called by his Name; or did reſemble him in Counte- 
nance, and had been guilty of ſuch Impoſtures ; but the counterfeit pieces 
which were put into his Pocket did check that ſuppoſition, and aſſured him; 
that it could not be any ſuch miſtake, but a deſign contrived on purpoſe unjuſt- 
ly to accuſe him, to take away his Life. Nevertheleſſe he truſted in his Inno- 
cence, which he knew would be then undiſputably apparent, when his Cauſe 
ſhould be more maturely examined. He had alſo an affured confidence ofthe 
Aſſiſtance of all of his own Nation that were then at eme, by whom he was 
wonderfully beloved and reſpected. 

He was not deceived in that belief, for as ſoon as Raymond had made it known 
that Frexcion was a Priſoner, they all aſſembled themſelves to underſtand the 
reaſon of it, and to procure his deliverance if it were poſſible. The Lackyes of 
Kaymond had followed the Serjeants, and took notice of the Houſe imo which 
Francion was carried. As for his own Lackyes, they had a deſign to play the 
Waggs, - and had left him in the Perfumers ſhop. It was ſome content unto 
them to know in what place he was; Nevertheleſſe, they placed Spies up and 
down that Street, to give notice, if peradventure he ſhould be conveyed to 
ſome other place. They did ſufficiently underſtand the cauſe of his Impriſon- 
men, but alleged, it was not ground enough to cauſe him to be apprehended ,- 
All his Friends did joyntly indeavour themſelves to follicit all the Great Ones 
whom they knew, for his inlargement, by demonſtrating unto them, that he 
was of an unblamed Converſation, and one who abhorred to commit any frau- 
dulent act; but on the contrary, that he was indued with ſo much Merit, that 
all perſons of Honour and Virtue were obliged to defend him. There were 
many Signiors of Italy who promiſed to uſe all the Authority of their Friends, 
and their own power, for his liberty. Nevertheleſſe it would not be permitted 
that at preſent he ſbould have his liberty entirely; for they alleged, he muſt firſt 

juſtifie himſelf, and that he might be well content to continue in that Houſe, in 
which he could receive no infamy, ſince it was no ordinary priſon for guilty 
perſons. This was all they could doe, and thoſe who were of his ordinary ac- 
quaintance, did addreſſe themſelves to Ræymend to take counſell what expedi- 
ents on the next day they ſhould put in practice for his liberty. They found 
with Raymond, Audebert and Da Buiſſon, and two or three more, Hertenſi. 
a was alſo chere , who was ſtruck into a deep deſpair at the misfortune of his 
dear Franciom. He ſaid, that the modern Policy was not well ſtated, to ſuffer ſo 
much counterfeit and clipped money to paſſe , and not examine from whence 
it came, for whenany one was abuſed with it, inſtead of carrying it to the 
changers eſtabliſhed by the Prince, he did attempt to make it current, and did 
abuſe his neighbour with it, as he had been abuſed himſelf, He ſaid, there was 
no conſcience in it, and it was the cauſe that the Coyners of falſe money, and 
Clippers of Piſtols , found always one or other to whom to deliver their coun- 
terfeit pieces, who did diſtribute them afrerwards unto others. That the mo- 
neys for which Francia was apprehended, came from ſome bad place, and was 
given him in payment, when he could not well diſcover what they were. Ray- 
mond told him, fs muſt not think ſo , for Frexcion could not be ſo overſeen in 
taking of money, but thoſe falſe pieces were cunningly conveyed into his 
Pocket, as he was coming from Church, which he could make apparent to all 
the world. Every one was amazed at this villany , and the Pedant Hortew5- 
s began to make inveRives againſt che Impoſtors of this age, in which his dif- 
courſe 
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courſe was ſo extravagant, that they could not refrain from laughter, and wiſh- 
ed that Fraxcion were preſent, to divert him from his melancholy, This gave 
an occaſion to ſome to exerciſe their fancies on the ſubject which did preſent it 
ſelf, alt hough they were much afflicted for the captivity of their Friend. Her- 
ten (21d, That thoſe who were Clippers of Money, were a generation of de · 
your people, for they did go in Proceſſion round about the Croſs, This was 
but a common fancy, and worthy of the Spirit of ſuch a Man, who on every oc- 
calion would aſſiſt himſelf with that which he had heard from others. But 4 
debere taking the word from him, faid unto him, You ſpeak ſome- 
thing my brave Doctor, but that is not all, It is rather that they doe 
follow the faſhion of the world at this day, by undervaluing good Letters, of 
which you juſtly do complain, and tax the Ignorance of this Age; for you 
ſhall ſeldom now meet with any pieces of ſilver, but the Letters are almoſt 
quiteclipped away: tor the truth whereof, I do refer my ſelf to our Kardecues 
of Frence. 

Every one commended Audebert, in which he made apparent the clearneſſe 
of his Spirit, and Raymond, deſirous to expreſſe himſelf on the fame Subject, 
did fay, That Fr4»c5-» was not like unto a certain Man of his Country, who 
8 accuſed for coyning of falſe money, was found ſo guilty, that no man 
would take his part, except one Gentleman, who being of a nimble apprehen- 
fion, aſſured thoſe who were preſent, that it was unjaſt co condemn * Man 
for ing falſe money, Becauſe, ſaid he, he hath done no more than what he 
oupht to The reaſon being demanded, he made anſwer, That the con- 
demned Man did owe money to all the world, and that he could not but do 
well to pay his Creditors, becauſe in that he did no more than he ought. This 
Conceit pleaſed well, but Hortenſſus would comment on ir, to have it the bet- 
ter underſtood ; affirming, that the mony which that Man owed was not coun- 
terfeit money,but good; ſo that he did not that which he ought to have done, & 
did not pay well his Creditors ; Nay, ſaid Hertenſius, ſuppoſe that to pay his 
Debcs he had coyned good Kardecues, as as ſuch as come out of the Mint 
at Park, yet he was worthy of reproof, it not permitted to any to coyn 
money, but for the Prince only, and by his Authority ; for the coyning of Mo- 
ney is a right of Soveraignty which belongeth not unco the Subject. Hereup- 
on he cited the Lawes and the Cuſtoms, and ſome fragments of aatient Au- 
thors, to add more reputation to his words; But it was told bim, he began to 
be too ferions, when what they ſpoke was only but in mirth : nevertheleſſe 
they commended his obſervation, being unwilling to diſcontent him. Here 
upon he fell again upon the abuſe which was committed, in c6yningg of coun- 
rerteit money, with ſo much choler, that Audebers, perceiving bis paſſion, told 
him, That if ever he ſhould , as he hoped, be King of Polonia, he would pub- 
liſa Declaration throughout his Kingdom, agaidſt_ that abuſe. Mock not, 
ſaid Herten, undoubtedly I will, if God al give me the grace to artive 
unto that Dipnicy, I will make an Ordinance, that choſe who ſhall be evident - 

cohvinced to have altered, ox falſified the current money of my King om, 

ill be not only plunged into a Cauldron of burning Oyl,as in ſome Countri 
that paniſhmenc hath been inflicted, but I will find out another Tovention 
which ſhall teſtifie my Knowledge, and. my Reading , 1 will have weſted 


Gold d into the mouthes of thoſe falſe Coyners, as the I "fe 
ved Marci Craſſus, as I have read inthe or Epitoiny of Fle- 
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ousz but what puniſhment will you ordain for thoſe who falſely do accule the 


Innocent'as our Friend. Fancion hath been accuſed, I will ordain them the 
ſame puniſhment, ſaid Hortenſ;us , for they are worthy to ſuffer the ſame 


totment, Which they would procure unto others. That is well thought upon, 


laid Aadebert, and I wonld to God that the ſame puniſhment might over- 
take theſe falſe Accuſers. 

The Diſcourie had continued longer, but the immediate danger of their 
Friend did draw their thoughts into another, and a more ſerious conſiderati- 
on; When behold Doris did arrive, to be more fully informed of the Newes 
which he heard in the City, which was, That a French Gentleman was ap- 
prehended as a great Malefactor, not imagining that it had been Fraxcion, 


although he had heard him named. He profeſſed , that in the Morning be 


was angry with him, by reaſon of the Inconſtancy of his Loves, and the amo- 
rous deceit whereby he thought to have circumvented his Kinſwoman Nags ; 
but now, he ſaid, be pityed his Misfortune, and would imploy himſelf and all 
his Friends, to releaſe him from his Captivity ; and becauſe it was now Supper 
time, the reſt of the Company returned to their Lodgings, Aude bert only and 
Hortenſius did remain with Raymond. As for Dorm, he repaired to Nays, 
and related to her the Misfortune into which Francion was fallen, for which 
ſhe ſeemed not to expreſſe the leaſt ſign of Remorſe ; but on the contrary did 
affirm, that it was ſome ſatisfaction to her, and that no doubt but it was @ 
juſt, and a manifeſt puniſhment from Heaven; for although be had not falſify- 
ed any moneys, yet he had falſifyed his affections, and corrupted his Love, 
which is the ſweeteſt bond in the ſociety of Mankind. Her Coſin at that time 
would ſpeak no moe, becauſe he perceived her anger did ſtill grow upon her; 
he had ſpoken with her not long before, and related to her what he had 
heard word for word from Frexcions own mouth, but it was altogether unpro: 
firable. | 


In the mean time as Ruy mond was at Supper with Audebert and Horten/us, 


tbe Officers came unto bis Lodging, having a Commiſſion to examine the 


Trunks and Coffers of Fraucion, to lee if there were any more falſe money to 
be found, or any tools to coyn it with, that they might ſerve as ſo many proofs 
againſt him. They had allo a deſign to examine his Servants whether they 
did aſſiſt him or not; and as they made a great noiſe at the door, bein many 
of them in number, Raymond began to ſtand upon his guard, and ſuſpected the 
affair. Their number ſerved only to be the more prejudicial to them, and to 
make their deſign the more known, and the more difficult to accompliſh 
Raymond did ſwear that be would hinder them from coming in, as much as lay. 
in bis Power, and immediatly he barricadoed the Chamber Door againſt them, 
for they were betome Maſters of the Lower Door already. The reaſon why 
had they not taken the full poſſeſſion of the whole Houſe, was, becaule they 
were poſſeſſed with ſo nice a fear, that they could not agree amongſt them- 
ſelves who ſhould be the firſt man that ſhould force his entrance. It was s 
pleaſant ſpectacle to behold, that although on other occafions hey would not 
give the leaſt honour to one another, yet now they ſtood upon the Ceremonies 
of their Age, and Qualities, and on the order of their places. At the laſt, 
perceiving that the Door would not be opened, they were advertiſed that there 
Was a bac Door in a little lane behind the Houſe : Thither they did run with 
ell che ſpeed they could, and thoſe who were moſt hindmoſt thruſting on 
thoſe who were before, they inforced them to enter whether they would or 
not. They found two of Francions Lackies, whom immediatly they ſeized on, 
and carried to the Judge. Raymond, who thought not to be ſurprized by them, 
did now feat that they would apprehend him alſo, as one who did drive the 
ſame Trade with Fraxcion, becauſe he lodged in the ſame Houſe with him; be 
therefore tetired bimſelf into an inward Chamber wich Andebers and Hortes- 
ſins, 


i 
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f, the better to ſecure bimſelſ, and the Pedant Horrenſins never ſeſt- 
ſwearing, Vertue of Ive, O that I had now the ſtrength of fi erruler to in- 
counter with this Kennel of hounds, I would cut off all their heads at onte, had 
they as many heads as Hydra He made many more ſuch exclamations, which 
would have made them all to laugh, had not ſome more ſerious thoughts poſ- 
ſeſſed their ſpirits. | 
In the mean time the Serjeants being entred into Fraue , Chamber; 
which the Maſter of the houſe was conſtrained to open unto them, did make 
there a horrible havock, turning upſide down all the moveables, and ſearch- 
ing the very Matt of the Bed; but finding nothing of importance, they took 
only a box, and two portmantles, with all that was in them, and were about 
to carry them away: Raymondin the mean time obſerving that they did not 
look after bim, was reſolved to go to them, and being a man of à good cou- 
rage, he demanded of them what they did there, and ſeeing they were entred 
into a conlultation to take away the Coffers and all, and were putting their 
debace into execution, he began to reſiſt them, and ro-rell them that they 
belonged to himſelf, and therefore had no commiſſiou to ſearch what was 
within them. One of them replyed to him, that, if he were a wiſe man, he 
would not reſiſt the authority of the Judge; yet for all that he continued firm 
in his re ſolution, and Audebert allo and Hortesſim with furious looks came 
up to his aſſiſtance. The Officers, who fot the moſt pert of them were ad- 
dicted to peace and eaſe, and not to be Warriers', were conterited to have 
done as they were commanded , without fighting with thoſe men, who if 
had ſlaſhed them ſoundly with their Swords, they were uncertain how to 
have relieved themſelyes, for they were ſtrangers , who might immediatly af- 
terwards fly away, and never be heard of again. Some of them therefore did 
'n to perſwade them with ſoft words, whiles the other, with all the 
ſpeed they could, did begin to carry away the Coffers: Ray mond having with 
violence forced thoſe back who did parly with him, he advanced towards tlie 
others who were carrying away the Conley they, obſerving his reſolution, be- 
to withdraw, and leaving the Coffers behind them, they took their rea- 
—— to the ſtairs head, with ſo much haſtꝭ that they tumbled down upon one 
another, and when they were at the door, they ſtood not upon thoſe ceremonies 
at their going out as they did at their coming in. The Maſter of the houſe 
faid to Ray mond, that he knew very well that Frencionhad nothing in his Cof- 
fers that might be prejudicial to him, for he had ſeen them often opened, he 
needed not therefore to have troubled himſelf to have derained them. & 
ond nevertheleſſe purſued the Serjeants to the ſtreet, and obſerving theis'bs 
make haſt away, he made faſt all the doors, to be in the great ande, As 
he was going into his Chamber, he obſerved a man to croſſe the Court; and 
to run ſometimes on the one ſide of it, and ſometimes on the other, to find bis 
way out. It began to grow dark, nevertheleſſe he perceived that he was not any 
ofthe houſe, and conceiving him to be one of the SerjeantsYeomen who had 
loſt his way, he took him by the Collar, and did drag him to his own Cham- 
ber. The Italian ſeeing himſelf ſarprized , did incefſantly-intreat bm co ge 
him leave to be gone, becauſe he came not thither with the leaſt intent to di a- 
ny harm. What, replyed Raymond? And is it 8 „ot üny other 
Serjeants in the world, co do any good ? Are you not one of that Confdny 
who are but now gone ? he could not deny it, heredpom Reymoxd told him 
that he ſhould pay for all the reſt, & as long as Fraxcio» was under & | he 
ſhould be a priſoner alſo; he told him, that he ſhould not goe off neither at ſo 
cheap a rate, unleſſe ( for he aſſured bim he ſhouſd be p a moſt crue 
death) he would declare the Author of the Plots ieli were tonttived Aguit 
Fraxcion, and who was the man that did 1 them om #har affair. Kay» 
mond perceived by his Phyſiognomy — be had à wicked und « rage 
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Sou}, and his own Genius did preiage unto him, that he might underſtand by 
this Man ſomething of the Conſpiracy againſt the life and the honour of Fran- 
cions, This man was poſſeſſed with to great a tear to hear Raymend to ſpeak 
in this manner to him, that one might read his guilt in his face, for he veryly 
believed, that if he made not a free confeſſion, Raymond would kill him with- 
out Compa ſſion; he told him therefore that he would confeſſe unto him all 
that he did know, if he would pardon him his faults , whereupon Raymond 
commanded him to declare anto him readily what he kept concealed in his 
heart, The vpprehenſion of death and torment had left ſuch and impreſſion 
in bis ſenſible parts, that he. trembled in every joynt, and was not able to 
ſpeak : At the laſt, he deſired to have ſome reipite, given him, but Raymond 
would allow him no time at all, whereupon he began to cry for mercy. The 
Maſter of the houſe did well perceive that R mona had ſtayed that man, for 
which he was extremely lorry , for he deſited that no violence might be offe- 
red to any one in his houſe ; for he was afraid that he himſelf might have been 
accuſed to bave taken part with the French, and troubled for it. He therefore 
beſought Raymona that he would diſmiſſe him, but Raymond was in a wonders 
full choler, and ſwore that he would kill him himſelf, if he might not be ſuffe- 
red to do with him as he would. Hertenſi us alſo, who at that time was more 
than a Fool, did begin to ſpeak for him, but he did thruſt him back ſo rudely, 
that he thought he ſhould have been hurled up the Mountains towards Polonia, 
ſooner than he defired, ſo that, poor man, he was conſtrained to retire bim- 
ſelf into his own lodging not daring to make the leaſt complaint. Not long 
afcerwards he returned into R4ymend; Chamber, where was Aude bert and di- 
verſe ſervants, who did ſecure the priſoner; Raymond continued his threatnings 
to him, and aſſured him that he ſhould be a dead man before the next mor- 
ning, if he would not confeſſe all the circumſtances of his guilt, and told 
him, that before he killed him, he was reſolved to wrack him. He firſt of all 
demanded of him who he was, he told him that his name was Cerſegua, and 
that he was an ancient ſervant to the houſe of Valerius a Gentleman of Rome. 
Raymond ſuddenly conceived that it was that Valerius of whom Francios ſome- 
times bad ſpoke unto him, who was his great enemy. Obſerving that this 
man having confeſled this did forbear to ſpeak any more, he commanded bim 
to proceed in his confeſſion, but he beſought him to have a little patience till be 
had reovered his Spirits. Aud: bert told him that he imployed more time and 
words making in his ſupplication, than in making his confe ſſi on, & that he muſt 
anſwer to what was demanded, & not paſſe away the time unprofitably; where- 
upon he ſaid, that he could conſeſſe nothing elſe, but only that he did aſſiſt the 
Serjeants; who came to ſearch the lodgings of a man accuſed for coyning falſe 
money; and although he was no Serjeant himſelf, yet he did oftentimes | 
with them as an Aſſiſtant, and as for that which they had done in that houſe, 
they had received Ocders for it from the Court of Juſtice. R<ymond told him, 
that there was morę than that in the buſineſſe, for being no Officer of Juſtice, 
be had ſome ill deſign of bis own that brought him along with them. He 
would not confeſſe any thing, but ſaid, there were many more beſides him who 
lived altogether on the ſame employments as he did. By little and little he be- 
gan to reafſume his Spirits , and was reſolved to conceal this ſecret as long, as 
poſſibly he could; but Reymend, perceiving his obſtinacy, cauſed a fire to be 
kindled, and an Iron to be pur into it, to burn the ſoales of his Feet. He be- 
n alſo to think upon ſome other torment to rack him, and did propound 
m all to the wicked Conſegaa, the more to affright him, But, be ſaid, be 
de perſwaded that men could be ſo unmercifull, as ſo cruelly to uſe 
thoſe who were after their own Image, and ſo like unto themſelves, wherenp- 
on be took upon him the part of a conſciencious and a religious man, and ſaid, 
It were better to dye, than to wrong à poor neighbour ; For his part, his 
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courſe of life was only honeſtly to gain his livelihood, in ſolliciting the cauſes of 
poor men, or by executing the commandment of the Judges wick the Officers 
of luſtice ; But for all chat, Raymond could not be perſwaded that he was an in · 
nocent Man. Hortenſius pronounced aloud, that if he was guilty of the Injury 
done unto Francion, there were no puniſhment in the World that could be too 
grievous for him. It was not enough, he ſaid, to,tie him to a dead Body, as Me- 
Ani tyed thoſe who had offended him; nor to put him into the brazen Bull, 
where Pha/ars did put him who made it; nor to cut off his ey · brows, & rubbing 
them over wich honey, to expoſe him to the heat of the burning Sun, and after- 
wards to ſhut him up in a long Tub ſtuck full of nailes, the ſnarp points all in- 
wards, and then tumble it down from the top of a ſteep and a high Mountain, 
as the Cartbaginians ſerved Regulus; for whatſoever the experteſt Tyrants in 
this nature invented, were but pleatures to the torments which he deſerved. 
Then turning unto R mond, he faid unto him, If you pleaſe, I will ſearch the 
Books of Antiquity to find out the moſt horrible puniſhments which the moſt 
barbarous Nations ever uſed, that we may at once put them all in practice on 
that moſt abhominable perſon who betrayed Framcion. Raymond could not ab- 
ſtain from imiling at his conceit, and told him he needed not ſo much to trouble 
himſelf. Corſegua, obſerving that they looked merrily round about him, en- 
tertained a greater confidence, inſomuch, that for all the puniſhments which 
had threatned to inflit upon him, he would not confelſe any thing more 
than what he had ſpoke before; but now the Iron began to be red with heat, 
and the Grooms had already pucked off his Shoes, when Audebert ſaid, Before 
you put the Iron to the plant of his Feet, give me a cord; He tookit, and did 
wind it under his armpits, and afterwards made it ſaſt to two cramps of Iron, 
which were truck into the wall under the window: Afterwards they began 
withanother end of a Cord to bind his Leggs with all the force they had; which 
although it did put him to great pain, yet he ſtill perſiſted in his obſtinacy. 
Raywond faid, It was becauſe they did not uſe him roughly enough; and becauſe 
he perceived that they were unprovided of Inſtruments to rack im; Never · 
theleſſe he was reſolved to burn his feet. Therupon they pulled off his Stockings, 
and took the hot lron from out ofthe Fire. He then perceived that they were 
in earneſt, & believed he ſhould be a very fool to ſuffer himſelf to be tormented 
for not diſcovering the truth. He told them then, that if they would forbear 
to torture him, he would declare unto them whatſoever he did know. Raymond 
affured bim, that what he had as yet confeſſed was of little or no importance , 
and that he had contradicted himſelf in it; and moreover, he was confident 
that he had other ſecrets to reveal, and untill he had declared them to him, he 
neither could, nor would be ſatisfied. I will then declare unto you all ( faid 
Corſegu#a)) and more than you do expect. Begin then, ſaid Audeber:, and we 
vlll unbind you, that with more eaſe you may diſcharge what lyes upon your 
Conſcience. But will you promiſe then to pardon me, ſaid Coſigua ? I (wear 
unto you that I will, taid Raymond, I told you before, (aid 'Cor/egna, that I 
was 4 Servant to Valeria, and I told you no untruth in it, Vue is a Gen- 
tleman of a good Family, I many years did wear his Fathers Livery, and I have 
ſince been a Servant to his Son, but | never gained any great fortunes. by him ; 
for my Maſter is more in apparence than effect, and his wealth is not ſo obſer= 
vable, as the antiquity of his Family; nevertheleſſe I do love him ſo entirely, 
that there is not hing in the World which I would not doe for him except to 
ive away my life, which, to ſpeak the truth, is more dear unto me than all 
— obligations in the world, as you eaſily may perceive by me; for if I were 
content to die for him, you ſhould torment me as you plesſe, rather than 1 
would difcover his ſecrets to you, which now I doe for the preſervation of my 
life. Underſtand then, that a long time he bath born a deep grudge to the 
Frenchman that was yeſterday apprehended, and that before now he hath 
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endeavoured to procure hit death, having betrayed him into 4 Caſtle, from 
whence he thought he ſhould never have come forth. He was much aſtoniſn- 
ed when afterwards he heard he was at Rome, and that he continued to Court 
Nays, whoſe good will he had gained. This did fill him with fuch rage and 
jealouſie, that I am not able to repreſent it to you. He himſelf loved Nays 
for ber perfections, and further riches, which would have conduced much to 
have repaired the Ruines ot his Family, and it could not but be a great gi 
unto him to loſe ſo good a Fortune. Hereupon he was reſolved to deſtroy 
Francion, and tu take from him at once both his Life and his Honor, by accu- 
ſing him for coyning of falſe monyes. We have often ſeen him inthe Chur- 
ches, and other publick places, and the nimbleſt , and moſt experienced Cut» 
purſes in this City have had notice of it, but they could never ( until this 
morning ) convey the money into his Pocket. Immediatly afterwards we ac - 
quainted the Mercers, T hat there was a brave Freuch Gem leman comming-up 
that Street, who by his out: fide promiſed to be an advantagious Cuſtomer un- 
to them; As he paſſed by, they preſſed upon him to buy ſome Silks of them, 
with much importunity ; but ac the laſt, of his own accord, he ſtayed at the 
Pertumers ſhop, where taking the mony out of his Pocket, we immediatly ſeized 
upon him, and brought him before a ludge, who is altogether at my Maſters 
devotion, and will do according to his Direction. There is a Man alfo bribed 
for a certain ſum of Silver, who hath accuſed Frencion of divers crimes , which 
he ſtrongly will maintain. To render the affair more criminal and undoubtfull, 
Icame hither this afternoon with a little Coffer under my Cloak, in which 
were great ſtore of counterfeit pieces; ] had a deſign to have conveyed it into 
Francions Chamber; You were then gone into the City, and the Servants 
were ſweeping the Chambers, I therefore entred without any difficuity, pre- 
tending to ask for a Friend; but I miſtook one Chamber for another, and in- 
ſtead of conveying the Coffer into Franc ions Chamber, I have thruſt it into 
this: I believe you will find it on the further fide of the Bed. But it was not 
. enough for my Maſter to have done this, He hath given me ſince the Tools al- 
ſo which they uſe in the Coyning of falſe mony, which being put into a lea- 
thern bagg, I brought along with me when I came with the Officers, who 
were all in a confuſion ; My deſign was to have hid chem in ſome Cabinet neer 
- unto Frexcions Chamber, and then to have brought thither my ' Companions, 
to cauſe them to ſeize upon them, as belonging unto him; but I could not 
find the opportunity ſo to do: I have therefore hid the Bagg in the Garret, 
and as I came to advertiſe the Serjcants of it, who had Commiffion to make 
a general ſearch, I found that they were all gone, and that I was left alone to 
my own deſtruction. | 
When he had ſpoke this, they ſearched with a Candle behind the Bed, 
where they found the little Coffer accordingly as he had faid , but they had 
no key to open it, but by the ſhaking of it, they found, that within it there was 
great ſtore of money; at the laſt they did break it open by force, and they 
ound that they were all falſe Pieces. As in a deep amazement they were be- 
holding this, Cor/egne deſired them that they would lend him a little longer 
their attention, and thus he continued his Diſcourſe; If what 1 have now re- 
vealed: to you ſhould arive to my Maſters ear, he would be inexorably incenſed 
againſt me; but he hath no cauſe to complain of me; for having done what 
I have, I think I have done enough for him, ſince 1 have thrown my ſelf into the 
greateſt dangers ; Aad becauſe I have declared unto you his ſecrets, there is no 
rcaſon that I ſhould ſpare others, (although you have not ſollicited me unto 
1 for I ſhould be ſorry that he alone ſhould be accuſed for an enter- 
-. priſe, when he hath others to be partakers with him. You ſhall underſtand 
therefore, that Nays hath been courted by a Venetian Lord, called £rgeffns; 
Ne was heretofore wonderfully jealous of my Maſter , and my Maſter was as 
jealous 
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Jealous of him, but becauſe they perceived that neither of them were accepted, 


and that ſhe neglected their ſervice to countenance a ſtranger , they reconci- 
led themſelves to enter into a conſpiracy againſt him, and cauſed him to be im- 
priſaned in a Caſtle of one of their friends, and immediatly thereupon one Sa 
diati Was bired to counterfeit diſobliging Letters in the name of Fraxcion,which 
were ſeat unto N ys, to make her believe that he grew weary of her ſervice, 
and would abandon her for ever, having no mind at all to come to Rewe y But 
Fraxcion not long afterwards came hither , quite contrary to the expectation 
of Valerius and Ergaiti«, who began both again to be Suters ro Nays, with ſo 
much heat and jealouſie, that they both returned to their antient enmity; but 
und erſtanding that Fr ancion was the only man in favour , they did ſhake hands 
again, co confer on this affair, and grew great friends, out of a deſire to ruine 
him. They have ſworn co imploy all the malice of their art and power againſt 
him. I have declared unto you already what was the deſign of Valerius to de- 
ſtroy Fraxcion, by cauſing bim to be condemned to death, nevertheteſſe he is 
quite out of favour wich his Miſtreſſę, for ſhe cares not for bim. But Erg 
Rus hath proceeded another way, as lately I have learned of Se/r5ari,a corrup- 
ted man, whom he employech inall his affairs; He knew that a Venetian cal- 
led Lucizda was come hither with het Daughter Emilie, not ſo much to ſol- 
licite her proceſſe (as ſhe wauld make the world to believe) as to ſee if her 
Daughter could meet with a better fortune in Rome than in Yexice ; He hath 
heretofore very much frequented the Company of thoſe Ladies, and hath been 
very amorous of Emilia, with whom, ſome ſay, he bath been too familiar, and 
will not marry her, becauſe ſhe is but poor, nevertheleſſe he would be glad to 
hear that ſhe had circumvented-fome other 'yaung Gentleman, not for any 

eat will he doth bear unto her, but to be well diſcharged of her; and 
becauſe be knew that Francien was of ſo amorous a Complexion, that he might 
eaſily he tempted, he perſwaded himſelf, that at the firſt ſight he would fall in 
love with her, for according to the ſharpeſt Lee pw of the moſt dif- 
cerning eyes, ſhe is believed to be one of the moſt beautifull young Ladies 
chat ever Nature produced. The buſineſſe and the deny of it Was 
to lay the plot ſo happily, that he might but any where incounter 
her to repreſent unto ber the paſſionate defire he had to be acquain- 


ted with her and to arrive thereunto , he did affiſt himſelf with a certain M 


mick called Bergamin , who pretended to love Francien entirely, but who was 
far more deſitous to oblige Ex gaſts to him, whom he had known a longer 
time. He brouꝑbt Franc ios into a Church, where he knew Emilia was to be 
with her; Mother, be pretended not to know them, the better to co- 
ver bis deſign; He came out of the Church as if he would attend them, and a- 
bout an hour afterwards he came to acquaint Francia who they were: Aſter - 
ward he did make himſelf known to Salviati, who called himſelf their Sollici- 
tor, and who promiſed to bring him to Laciudast hauſe, that he might be- 
hold the fajt Eni, who did poſſeſſe him with ſuch vehement deſires, Fran- 
5a» had no ſooner ſeen her, but he became deſperately inamoured, and did 
write many Lettersto her, all which Sa/25434 did deliver. The buſineſſe was 
ſo managed, that one Evening he came uaco Emilia, as ſhe was going to Bed, 
at which time he made a promiſe of marriage tu ber. He did prevail more in 
this than Er.g47«s hoped for, he only expected that he. ſhould ſo offen fre- 
quent Lucindaes houſe, that Nays hearing of it, ſhould-be ſo much incenſed 
tbereat, as abſolucely for the time to come to renounce him for his perfidiouſ- 
neſſe; but obſerve now the height ofthe misfortune of this poor Gentleman, 
who on all ſides was entangled in thoſe nets which his 'Enemics bad laid for 
him. S/ ua is a man ſecret enough, Hemever fliſcovered to me one word of 
it, nor ever would have done, if had not ma de knowwunco him, that I bad 


been imployed by Valrria in the like enterpriſes, and yet, I dare ſwear unto 
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you that he had ſtill contained himfelf, if be had not found this. liberty of 
Speech to diſcover but this little amongſt the Bottles and Tobacco Pipes. 

Here Corſegua made a ſtop, and choſe who were prefent were all ſurprized 
with wonder, to hear ſo many malicious and bloody contrivances,which procee- 
ded froin the revengefull Spirits of the Italians. They wiſhed that Juſtice 
might take ſuch a ſtri& notice of it, that puniſhment accordingly might be af. 
fied , and that Francion m ght be re- eſtated into his liberty, and they pro- 
miſed to themſelves ſuddenly to divulge all the particulars, t hat the Innocence 
of Franc ios might be acknowledged. Raymond ſaid unto Corſegua, that as 
yet he had no reaſonto be entirely ſatisfied, if he would not promiſe to ac- 
knowledge before the Judges, all that which he had eonfeſled before them. He 
made anſwer, I ſhall then by this means be out of all hopes to re · eſtabliſn my 
ſelf in the favour of my Maſter ; Is it not 2 for you that I have declared 
albtheſe ſecrers > No ( ſaid Raymond) For although we ſhould allege them, 
yet no belief would be given to our aſſertations, unleſſe that you do juſtifie 


- them with us. Therefore if you do not promiſe by inviolable oaths to confirm 


what you have ſpoken, you ſhall not be exempted from Death ; But if you 
ſhall perform what, in reaſon, we ſhall require, Ido promiſe you on my part, 
that you ſhall not ſtand in need to be afraid of your Maſter , but that we will 
very liberally reward you, and will take you into France along with us, if you 
have of your ſelf a defire unto it, and moreover we will give you that content, 
that you ſhall have no cauſe to complain of the Evil which we have done unto 
you. | Raywond expreſſed this with ſuch a freedom of Spirit, that Corſegue 
began to aſſure himſelf of the truth of his words, and promiſed to doe 
whatſoever he would bave him , and did ſwear unto him all the Oaths 
that could oblige a heart to the performance of what he promiſed : But 
Audebert taking Raymond aſide, did repreſent unto him, that this man was 
but a knave, and no confi-dence could be repoſed in him, and probably, 
that on the next day, when he ſhould be brought before the Iudgos, he would 
deny whatſoever he had ſpoken, and would not be ſenſible at all of the ma 

imprecations he had made; be repreſented to him, that it was therefore bettet 
to force from him ſome other acknowledgement, and to cauſe him to wrire it 
under his own hand, and to fign to whatſoever he had confeſſed , that they 
might repreſent it to the Iudge, to which if they could perſwade him, it would 
be impoſſible for him to deny it. Raymond did approve the motion , and al- 
though Cor ſe gua did allege , that they ought not to miſtruſt him, yet Pen, Ink, 
and Paper, were brought unto him,'and be did write, that he had cauſed choſe 
falſe pieces to be conveyed into rhe Pocket ot Franc:on, by the Inſtigation of 
his Maſter, and moreover, that he had brought into his Chawber a Coffer full 
of the like pieces, together with the Inſtruments and tools of falſe Coyners, 
malicionſly to accuſe Franco» , and to prove him guilty. Having confeſſed 
this under bis own hand, they inforced him to ſign it, and becauſe he ſeemed 
very unwilling to merchandiſe that buſineſſe, Raymond and gudebert, redoub- 
ling their threatnings, did ſo affright him, that he performed whatſoever they 


deſired. They afcerwards ſearched the upper lofts of the Houſe, where they 
found that he had convayed all choſe Inſtruments, accordingly as he had ſaid, 


and they did lay them up, to ſhew them afterwards to the Court of Iuſtice. 
The night was then far advanced, and Raymond commanded his priſoner to be 
ſnut up in a Chamber, in which were divers of his own Servants, who had 
him under cuſtody, and cauſed him to lye there for that night. Nen at- 
terwards did goe to his bed, and Aadebert and Hlertenſus did the like, but 


| fey could take no reſt, importunately every one deſiting the appearence of the 


ay, to make haſt to the deliverance of their friend. The morning being 
come, R:ymond left Audebert with his Servants in the Houſe to guard Corſe- 


| g#a, and he repaired wich Hertenſius to the place where Francios was. He 


deman- 
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and obliged him to write a Depoſition, which ought not to be made, but be- 
fore the 


— 


ſent ! we are all of us Gentlemen, and we have five or fix Groom, who 


Franc ion; Shall we all be found to be Lyars? I will hear you every _ . 
ſelf, ( ſid the Icdgei )' That will import bur little ( fad Cerſegne,) forl mult 
and that I have written 


confeſſe, that I have all chat which they ſay; all 
which they do ſhew unto you; but it is not th rue, becauſe I have done 
it. I only didconfeſle ir, to preſerve my ſelf from "and the Torments 
which they had prepared forme, and what # have Ned th my own hand, 
was only occaſioned by the act of ferm. LEA 

In this manner this wretthed k to deny all thae which be 
had confeſſed, becauſe he of aſſurance; 
and the French tly ; 
to mind the many Oa 


” ſhould 


hadwonder- 
o had done it 


* 


. 


heard him all along to confeſſe the tonſpiracy which hath heen plotted — | 
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| ſhould be ſeverely puniſned. Corſegi perceiving that the Iudge adhered to 
bim, did ſhew him his naked Body, which in many places had pinched by 
the cruelty of his Tormentors. He ſhewed them alſo the marke of the Cord 
with which they had bound his Leggs a little above his anckle. On this, all che 
ſtalians did thunder againſt Raymond, and the other of the French Nation, for 
their unmercifullneſſe, and made all the haſt they could to ſhut the Gate of 
the Houſe; to be aſſured of his Perſon. Corſegas did believe that Raymond 
and Frarcios were ſufficiently able to reward him, if he would have confeſſed 
unto the Magiſtrates what he did know of his Maſter ; but he conſidered with 
himſelf, that peradventure he ſhould never goe with them into France, and 
that either Valerius, or ſome of his Kinred, would cauſe him to be killed by 
treachery. This he thought on all the Night before, ſo that he continued in his 
treacherous reſolution. On the other ſide, the Judge who was t, did 
rake counſel to ſend for a ſtrong Guard to ſend the French to Priſon, for his 
own Houſe was not large enough to receive ſo many Priſoners. He was reſol- 
ved to commence a Proceſſe againſt them, as well as Fraxcies, for being his Ac · 
complices, and for having offered Violence to him who aſſiſted the Serjeancs. 
As he was in this Determination,there were ſome who knocked violently ac the 
Gate, and being admitted, they repreſented to him, that he muſt make appea- 
rance. himſelf before another Iudge who was Superiour to him. This made 
him & tremble for fear; for in ſuch Caſes the Iudge is never demanded to ap- 
pear before a Superior, but only for unjuſt proceedings. Being charged to come 
himſelf, and to bring along with him the French Gentleman who was a Priſo- 
ner, He immediately did obey the Summons, and Francien came forth, has» 
ving with him a multitude of People to attend him. This was a pregnaut De» 
' monſtration of the good Diſpofition'of Dorini, who, although he conceived 
that Frascion was much to be condemned for having abuſed his Colin , yet he 
- would not abandon him in his diſtreſſe, but did ſollicit in the favour of him, be- 
ing obliged to it by the remembrance of the many merry houres which ſome- 
times they, had paſled together in their agreeable Debauchm He had 
been himſelf with Lario, who was the Superior Tudge, and — to him, 
3 rp. us aten into — hank of Carafe, who was a 
Iudge that had a ance on him, and had an ill Report for many irregu- 
lar proceedings. Dorn alleged to PROPER it was a ſhameto — Imper - 
tinences for which, Francion-was accuſed, which had not the leaſt apparence 
of Truth, and that of Neceſſity t here muſt be much of Malice in bis accuſation. 
Hie told him, that if he had known the Confeſſion of Cerſegua, he could better 
be enabled to lay 2 Caſe unto him, but he vv not yet thoroughly ad- 
vertiſed of it; for thoſe who haꝗ been ſent unto his Lodging to acquaint him 
with it, did not find him within. Nevertheleſſe, that which he had ſpoken 
was ſufficient to exaſperate Lacis againſt ( araffe, who long before had received 
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many complaints againſt him. 1 22 ret ©; 

When they were all before him, he did forbid Caraffe to meddle any more 
in the affair of Frexcion ;, for be ſaid, that the -Cognizance thereof ſhould be 
reſerved to himſelf.  Careffe made anſwer, That he did ſubmit unto him in 
that, and in all other things» nevertheleſſe he would make it apparent, that 
in this particular he.h agcbingunjutly, and that Fraption was appre- 
hended for putting off falſe Quadrubles tog Merchant; his Pocket being found 
to be full of them; and ther, if his Gaffers. were examined, which he bad cauſed 
to be arreſted, there would: be yet fqn nd more of them, and peradventure 
there might be found with them the -Uceofils of is Nroſeſſion; He certified. 
That he had cauſed ſome of his Servants alſo. to. be apprehended, who might 
diſcover more of their Maſters practice, and could cęrtiſie whether their Ma · 
ſer did ever imploy them in that telonious exerciſe, or not. For this purpoſe, 
he cauſed the two-Lackycy.of Francion to be produced, whom che day: before 


they 
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before they had apprehended, the one was an Italian, the other born in Pied- 
ment, both ot them very young, and without any knowledge of the affairs of 
their Maſter, who had not long entertained them in his Service.” Lacio did 
eaſily perceive it, after he had heard them ſpeak but two or three words, ſo that 
he found their teſtimony to be of no effect. Afterwards he cauſed the Boxes to 
be opened, where he found nothing but Linnen, and his wearing cloaths, and in 
the Portmantle there was nothing at all but Books and Papers, which were 
produced, to the ſhame of thoſe who believed rhey ſhould have found ſome 
great ſtore of counterfeit moneys in thein; for Corſegua, before hand, at their 
firſt entrance into Raymond; Lodgings, had advertiſed them, with all ſpeed to 
ſeize upon a little Coffer which they ſhould find in Franciom Chamber, for he 
intended to have foyſted into his Chamber the Coffer full of the counterfeit 
Pieces, but by miſpriſion he had hid it in the Chamber of Raymond, as by and 
by we ſhall make apparent, Lucio was at the ſame time informed, that not 
long before Franciox had delivered to his Hoſt all the money which he had, to 
keep for him, ſo that there was found in his Chamber no money at all, 
— they who thought to have feized upon it, were very much decei - 
ved. 
He who brought in the Accuſation the day before, did then begin to ap- 
pear, and did declare ſome part of that to Lucio, which on the day before he 
had ſpoken to the other ſudge, but his Fear did make him now more mode- 
rate; But the Magiſtrate, who was of an admirable apprehenſion, did plain- 
ly diſcover, that he was not well grounded in his Accuſation, and would not 
vouchſafe him ſo much patience, as to hear him our, were it not only for the 
recreation which he gave him; for he took much pleaſure to ſee how he fum- 
bled in his Accuſation. At the laſt, he demanded of him, How long he had 
known Francion ? and what was the life which he did lead? To which he 
made anſwer, not only in purſute of the /nſtraRtions which he had received, but 
according to the extravagant Inventions of his own Brain. Lucio afterwards 
did put Interrogat oties to ſome Deponents concerning the ſame Accuſation z 
but he found they did nothing agree in their Depoſitions, & that this Informer 
had no knowledge at all of the party whom he accuſed. All the Proof which 
he could make againſt him, was, That falſe moneys were found in his Pocket; 
But Raymond came up to the Barre, and declared, That he would make it ma- 
nifeſt this was one of the moſt remarkable Conſpiracies that was ever contrived 
in Italy, or peradventure in the World, & that Valerius was the Man who cau- 
ſed Francion to be accuſed for falſe monies. He thereupon declared the whole 
proceedings of the Conſpiracy, and withall ſhewed what Corſegna had con- 
feſſed under his own hand. He afterwards diſcovered in what a great perplexi- 
ty theſe Couſpirators were, becauſe they could not find the falſe money, nor 
the Utenſils in Franciant Lodgings ; but, be ſaid, He would now doe them 
the favour to help them out ot that Trouble, and would inform them where 
they were. Thereupon he gave order, that the Leathern Bagg, and the litt le 
Coffer ſhould be brought into the Court; Behold'l f faid be) What they 
have hid amongſt us, to make the Innocent guilty; but the Invention did not 
aniwer the expectation. Corſegua did miſtake one place for another, and he 
himſelf is fallen into my hands fo happily, that I have cauſed him to confeſſe 
all, and to ſign his Confeſſion under his own hand. Corſegu« thereupon — 
teſted, that whatſoever he had ſpoken, or writ, was only upon Compulſion, 
and demanded of the Court, that Raymond might be inforced by the payment 
of ſome great Fine, to make amends for having conſtrained him to defame his 
Maſter, and for tormenting his own Body. Dorini, having heard all this, was 
wonderfully amazed, nevertheleſſe he was glad that the Innocence of Fran- 
cion ſhould ſuddenly be acknowledged. He therefore was permitted to ſpeak 
bimſelf unto the Magiſtrate, to whom he — demonſtrate, that whatſoever 
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Raymond had ſpoken in the defence of Francion was true, and he himſelf could 
juſtifie t hat J aleri u was always an Enemy unto him, and that having not | 
before betrayed him into a Caſtle, he gave a charge to the Captain thereof? 
who was his Friend, to put Francion to death, but it pleaſed God to preſerve 
him from that danger. 

The Judge deſired him that he would be pleaſed not to perplex himſelf, for 
he would impartially do a thorough piece of Juſtice upon all, and aſſured 
him, that he already did fee more clearly into the cauſe than he conceived. The 
effect did prove, that he did ſpeak the truth, for he compared thoſe things 
which he did then hear, with thoſe which were already paſſed, and from 
thence he did draw infallible conſequences of truth, He himſelf did open the \ 
Bags where the inſtruments were , amongſt which he found a ſmall Seal , and 
the tooles that made it, by miſ-regard huddled in amongſt the reſt, on which 
were the Arms of Valerius, ſo that this was a proof evident enough to demon- 
ſtrate, that all the other tools, with the Seal, came from his houſe, and did 
render Valerius more guilty than was before conceived ; Far to what uſe did 
thoſe tools ſerve him? Did he make them on purpoſe to have them carryed 
into F. ancion's Chamber? Did he find them made to his hand, as ſoon as ever 
he had the deſign to betray Franciox, or could he poſſibly cauſe them after» 
wards to be made in ſo ſhort a time? Of this laſt there was but little apparence. 
It mult be therefore, that he had them lying by him many years, and that be 
bad made uſe of them himſelf. The affairs of his houſe having been a long time 
in an ebbing condition, and he himſelf having not wherewith to maintain ſo 
great a train, did make uſe of this dangerous profeſſion, in which this wrets 
ched Corſegua, and ſome others as yet undiſcovered, did afliſt him, and Cor- 
ſegrahimſelf ; not ſix moneths before, had been accuſed for the ſame fact be- 
fore Caraff ; but this petty Iudge, who had his Conſcience both ſtained and 
ſeared, did ſave him at that time from the danger of the Law, by excuſes as 
falſe as was his money, Valerius having filled his Purſe with pieces more cur- 
rent than thoſe which he ordinarily vented. The Superiour Iudge, whoſe name 
was Lucio, did clearly petceive it; but his diſcretion would not make it apparent 
at that preſent, and he reſerved himſelf to another occaſion, to puniſh the 
corruptions of Caraff; he had found enough beſides for this preſent Cauſe to 
conſerve the Integrity of luſtice. The crime of Valerius was evidently verified, 
and for that of Caraff he had received alſo information heretofore. There 
remained nothing to clear the cauſe which was under preſent conſideration 
and as Lucio was intent on the diſpatch thereof, be turned to Corſegua, and 
taking him aſide, he ſaid unto him, that he was a wretched fellow to deny a 
thing which he had confeſſed before ſeveral perſons, and which he had alſo 
figned with his own hand. He aſſured him, that if he continued in his perverſe- 
neſſe , he would give ſentence againſt him, and afterwards ſend him to the 
Gibbet. Cor/egna for all this did think to make uſe of his accuſtomed Artifi- 
ces; but Lucio did ſo affright him, that he confeſſed, that whatſoever Raymond 
had declared, was very true, and that under his own hand he bad acknowled- 
ged no more of the things in relation unto the conſpiracy againſt Francion, but 
as in order they were done, and as he knew them to be ſo, it was moſt un- 
likely to allege that Raymond ſhould have ſuggeſted them unto him, or had 
conſtrained him to write them down, and afterwards to ſiga them; for how 
could he ever entertain ſuch Inventions in his thoughts, which did agree ſo 
well with the Intentions and the malice of Valeria; This Lacis did conſider 
of before hand, and examined Cor ſegua on the fact of his Maſter , and deman- 
ded of him, where he found or had thoſe tools with which he coyned the falſe 
pieces? to which he made many impertinent anſwers; but Lucis had already 
given order that Valerius ſhould be apprehended and carryed to priſon, which 

= was ſuidenly put in execution; and ſeeing the perverſeneſſe and ſtubborneſſe 
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of Corſegua, he commanded that he ſhould alſo be carryed thither with the 
fame Man who had accuſed Framcion; The Acculer being taken aſide, and ex- 
amined by himſelf, did almoſt preſently confeſſe, that whatſoever he bad ſpo- 
ken before, was very falſe, and did now juſtifie the truth of what bis Compani- 
on had, not long before, acknowledged. The Innocence of Fraxc:on was 
then moſt manifeſt. The Iudge believed that it would be a piece of injuſtice to 
detain him priſoner any longer ; wherefore he did aloud pronounce , that he 
was free to go where he pleaſed , and that thoſe ſhould be ſeverely puniſhed 
who unjuſtly had accuſed him. But Ber amin and Salviati who were both pre- 
ſent, did immediatly addreſſe themſelves unto rhe Magiſtrate. They had thruſt 
themlelves into the throng , to obſerve what ſhould become of Fraxciex, for 
they were acceſſary to the accuſation which was formed againſt bim, and per- 
ceiving that he was acquitted, and found innocent , they propounded to them- 
ſelves that he would not ſtay long in Rome, but it was likely enough would ſo 
obſcure himſelf, that they could not readily be revenged of him. I hey con- 
cluded therefore betwixt themſelves , to arreſt him at the Sute of Lucinda and 
Emilia, by which means they ſhould either conſtrain him to eſpouſe whom he 
profeſſed to have loved, or at leaſt to have him condemned to pay great da- 
mages, and make amends by ſome vaſt ſums of money to Emilia ; Salvia i 
was he who did plead ag inſt him, as being moſt experienced in thoſe affairs ; 
He declared ro the Judge, that he oppoſed the liberty of Fra-crom , who ought 
to be detained for another crime, for he alleged that he had promiſed mar-i- 
age to the Daughter of Lucinda, whom he was accuſtomed to viſit in the 
night, ſo that he could not repair her honour but only by marrying ol her. 
Raymond did very well underſtand this accuſation, and beſought Lacis that 
Corſegua might be ſent for again, that by him he might better underſtand the 
Truth of that affair; Lucio did immediatly ſend for him, and the Meſſenger 
did overtake him, being yet not gone ſo far as half way unto the Priſon. 
When he was returned, Raymond demanded of him if he did not know Salvia- 
15, and if it were not he who was imployed on the affairs of Erga//zs, and 
who had told him of all the deſign which that Signior bad contrived to deceive 
Fraxcien, by tempting him to love a Lady, with whom he himſelf had already 
been familiar, to the end that he might loſe the favour of another Lady, whom 
they both courted ? Cerſegaa did readily acknowledge it, for he would have 
been ſorry,if his Maſter only & himſelf had been found guilty in the Treachery. 
He was of the ſame diſpoſicion as almoſt all guilty men are, who are glad to 
have Companions in their wickedneſſe. Lucio perceived that this Emilia had 
been a Maid too liberal of her honour, ſo that a man could not be much obli- 
ged to her , when ſhe had Nets but to grant him that, which ſhe had al- 
ready given to another, Ocherwiſe the complaint of Salviati had not: been al- 
together inconſiderable. As for Francion, be always affirmed that he never 

romiſed any thing to Emilia, neither did he boaſt that he ever had received 
From her the leaſt favours of Love: And as for the reſt, it was no honour for 
her, nor for any that did belong unto her, if they would make the world to 
believe, that he had known her too familiarly, when he had ſo often pro- 
teſted to the contrary. 

Francion having thus cleered himſelf, the pleading of Salviati did paſſe for 
an indiſcretion, when the Court immediatly afterwards was inforced to pive 
Far to the complaint of one of the Serjeants who was then preſent; who ſeeing 
that Bergamin and Salviati would arreſt Fraxcion for a Treſpaſſe of Love, he 
would alſo arreſt Raymond on the ſame Action. He had almoſt ſince his firſt ' 
coming into Ame taken notice of bim, for a man who had done him a remarka- 
ble affront, dut until this preſent he had not the opportunity to revenge himſelf, 
At laſt advancing towards the Judge „be with joyned bands did beſeech him 
( poynting to Raymond ) to doe j r that Gentleman, whom he did ſhew 
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unto him, becauſe he had diſhonoured his houſe. The Iudge made anſwer to 
him; That be ſhould declare how it was done ; whereupon. with a low and 
trembling voice he proceeded, Sir, I will repreſent unto you a ſfrange thing: 
You are to underſtand, that one Mozaing departing very early out of my houſe 
to ſollicit my own affairs, and being inforced to return ſooner than I was re- 
ſolved, becauſe I had forgot one of my Writings, which was a Paper of great 
importance, I found this Frenchman in my Chamber, making much of my Wife, 
who was not then quite ready. Tou know how. ill at Kome we doe re- 
ſent that any one ſhould enter ſo privately , and familiarly into our 
Houſes, efpecially into our Wiſes, whom we cannot keep. with Vigt- 
lance enough. I much reproved my Wife for giving permiſſion to that 
Man to come unto her, and 1 ſpake alfo very angrily unto bim; but 
he excuſed- himſelf, alleging it was the faſhion of his en „ which 
he could not forget; not conſidering that we here live otherwiſe at Rome. 
For the reſt, he came unto me ( he faid) upon ſerious buſineſſe, and defired me 
to acquaint him with the proceedings at Law ot a Gentleman, a friend of his, 
with whom 1 had tome acquaintance. That Excuſe made well for him, for 1 
was thoroughly inſtructed in that affair, and l had ſome Papers in my Cloſet 
which did much concern it. Going therefore to look them out, and the other 
Paper which I had forgotten, I had no ſooner turned my back, but this wicked 
man followed me, and madefaſt the Door upon me, and did double- lock it; 
Icryed, and knocked ; but he would not open it: Icommanded my Wife to 
come and diſ-ingage me; butſhe told me, ſhe could not; and, in effect, that 
Traytor afterwards did take my Wife, to doe with her as he would himſelf. 
The Door of my Cloſet was made of two Boards, which were placed at ſuch a 
diſtance, that they were the bredth of two fingers the one from the other, I 
know not whether it were for good luck, or for ill luck, but 1 could there ſee 
all that they were doing to my prejudice, that afterwards, might haye by law 
ſome recompence for it: Nevertheleffe I evidently F my Mis fortune 
through the cleſt of the Door: I cryed out againſt my Wife; but ſhe ſaid, 
That the Man did force her : I exelamed alſo againſt him, and gave him a 
thouſand ill words; but he would return no anſwer to them at all, I curſed 
them both with all my heart, and too dot from the hook an old Fox which I 
had in my Cloſer, and having unſheathied it, I did: thruſt, and thruſted the blade 
through the cleft of the Door, threatiing to kill that French Traytor, if he 
would not open the Door unto me; but I could not reach him with it, and I 
was in ſuch a rage, that ſo violently I did beat the hiles and the blade againſt 
the chair in my Cloſet, that I th t I had broken it all in pieces, I retired 
my ſelf a little, and came afterwards again to the Door, againſt which I did ſo 
thunder, that if it had not been ſtrong, and new, I am confident ] had laid it on 
the floor. At the laſt my Wife came and opened the Door, and I, furious as I 
was, did run after that treacherous Frenchman to kill him; but he ſaved him- 
ſelf by flight. I turned my ſelf to my Wife, and ſaid unto her, That if I had: 
known ſhe had been conſenting to that which was paſſed, I would Maſſacre her 
immediatly. She did proteſt unto me, That her Body was as undefiled as her 
Conſcience ; and that the Frenchman had vainly exerciſed his ſtrength againſt 
her, which ſo forcibly ſhedid refiſt, that he could not accompliſh his Deſires. 
And indeed, it did ſeem to me, to be as ſhe fat ; but withall, it may be ſhe ſo 
extremely laboured to reſiſt him, that ſhe could not feel what he was doing to 
her. Moreover, ſhe confeſſed, that this luxurious au ene away, did 
ſwear unto her, That what he did was only in mirth, and that he had not foc- 
ked me up in my Cloſet, nor offered any familiarities to her, but only to laugh 
at my jealouſie. She, poor woman; was ſo ſimple as to believe it; but I could 
not entertain that Conceit, knowing well enough the wanton Diſpoſicions of 
the French. Since that time, I could never find fo apt an — 
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this to make my Complaint againſt him; I demand therefore ſome te- 
aration for the diſhonour ſuſtained, and that the Offender may be corporal- 
iſhed. ow 
This Man did not Declare unto the Iudge this Hiſtory with ſo, low a Voice; 
but there were ſome others beſides the Indge who did take notice of itʒ ſo that 
the News thereof did paſſe from one unto another, and every one did know the 
Misfortune of the Serjeant, All that he had ſpoken againſt Raymerd was 
true, but therein heſhewed him a way to excuſe bimſelf; for Raymond pexſiſt- 
ed inthe (ame Story which the Woman had made unto her Husband, and alle- 
ged, That he had not diſhonoured the Woman : for all that he did, was but a 
gallantry to paſſe away the time, without the leaſt evil Intention. Lacis, who 
oftentimes had heard ofthe Wife of this Serjeant, and that ſhe had made him a 
Cuckold, (although he believed himſelf to be none) would have 4 — 
plaint to paſſe no further; but told him, That he ought, to be ſatisfied with 
that which R mond had declared. But he proteſted agaiglt this Sentence of 
he Iudge, with great contumaciouſneſſe, inſomych that the; ludge him, 
He was too blame, ſo paſſionately to deſire, and indeavour, to prove. that bis 
Wife had diſhonoured him, when by her own, and Raymond: ſition; it 
was apparent that it was not ſo. He was therefore conſtrained to hold his 
peace, and there were ſome preſent, who ſuſpected the Truth of their. Depoſiti- 
ons, and reſolved with themſelves to make ſome Mirth of it to his Reproach. 
Raymond,a\thongh he was of a bold and hardy Spirit, yet he was now aſhamed 
to — his Loves laid open before ſo grave a Iudge. Lo take away therefore 
the remembrance of it, he addreſſed himſelf to Fraxcion, and did conferr--with | 
him of his own affair; aſſuring him, that he had managed his buſineſle 
with that Diſcretion and Dexterity, that he had diſcovered. the Con- 
ſpiracies of his Rivals, and believed, that when Nays ſhould be ad- 
vertiſed of it , ſhe would moderate her paſſion. And afterwards, addref- 
ſing himſelf to Derini, he ſaid unto him, That he might remonſtrate unto 
Nays, that if Lucinda and Emilia had been with her, to make her believe 
that Frarcion had failed in his Faith, it was an Enterpriſe to which they were 
carried violently, by the artifice and contrivement of Ergaſtus, which reflected 
on two conſiderations; the one, by that means to deliver himſelf from Emilia; 
and the other, to hinder Francios from marrying Nr, Dorin made 
anſwer, That he heard what Corſegne had confeſſed, and that he could 
wiſh, with all his heart, that his Coſin would entertain an aſſured be- 
lief of it. | 
W hiles they were in this Conference, there came 8 Meſſenger to Zacio , 
to inform him, that there were two Ladies who attended to ſpeak with him ; 
whereupon, becauſe he had diſpatched a great part of his affairs, he did go 
down into his Hall to entertain them, It was Lucinda and Emilia, who, ha- 
ving underſtood that Fraxcion was accuſed for counterfeited monies, —— 
believe that he had been condemned to die, and thought it diſhonourable to 
entertain any more any thought of him. Jer gamis and Saluiati were till in 
the Court, and, for the preſent, did forget to acquaint them with the News of 
his Juſtification, Theſe two Ladies underſtood, that Ergaſtus was at that 
preſent in Rome, and did conjecture, that Fraxcien being to be put to Death 
according to luſtice, this Yeneria» Signior would be a Suter again to V.:? 
ſo that Emilia ſhould loſe all her hopes to enjoy him. She deſired, that if ſhe 
failed in one Husband, ſhe might be ſure of another, who, in effect, was more 
obliged to ber. The Mather ſaid to Lucio, that ſhe was come to declare um 
to him, That when they were at Venice, this Signior Ergaſtas had ſo paſſio- 
nately deſired, and did ſo mach delight himſelf in the Com of her - 
ter, that ſhe had a Child by him, of which ſhe was brought to Bed before 
Hhhz time; 
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time, nevertheleſſe he hath ſince broken all his vowes, and falſified his pr o- 
mi ſe to eſpouſe her, by reaſon of her poverty, inſomuch that ſhe was inforced 
to wait upon him, to demand juſtice againſt the Jmpoſtor. de Iudge re- 
plyed, that it was not neceſſary for her ſo openly to reveal the diſhonour of her 
Daughter, and that ſuch a eauſe ought more gently to be handled ; he there- 
fore advited her to {end for Ergaftws to underitand his reſolutions: The La- 
dies did ſeem both of them to approve it, for the Iudge did appear co be incli- 


ned to them; He therefore commanded one of his Servants to goe unto Erga- 


ſtus lodgings, and to deſire him to take the pains to come unto him with all 
the ſpeed he could. He lodged not far from the Indges houſe, ſo that he came 


- preſently unto the 2 Luci repeated to him what the Ladies had decla- 
hi 


red, and demanded of him, if he could deny ic? 

He was not ſo impudent as to contradict the truth, but, after ſome little pauſe, 
he ſaid, that Emilia peradventure had no more reaſon to remember her anti- 
ent affections, ſince ſhe had entertained ſuch new ones, as lately to permit 
one Francion to have free acceſſe unto her. Speak you not of that( ſaid Lacts) 
It is you your felf who are the cauſe of it, and you did it to circumvent the 
Gentleman, and by that means to remove him from anothers love, where he 
was coverſant with you, and more favoured than your ſelf. Ergaſta, was 
much amazed to perceive that the Iudge underſtood ſo much of his affairs. 
He was fo circumſpect as not to ſpeak too boldly , yet he would perſwade 
the ſudge to believe, that he had never any thing to do with Francion ; but 
the Iudge replyed, that he could preſently produce a man to witneſſe the con- 
trary , and moreover, Emilia on her bebalf could produce ſo many fo 
againſt him, that if he would not be content to marry her in Love, he Gould 
be conſtrained to it by luſtice. He then alleged, that his true Judge was at 
Venice , and that there was the place to which Emilia ought to appeal; Bar 
Luciodid demonſtrate to him, that thoſe who mere injured might demand 
luſtice in the place where they were, and that he, being then reſident in Rome, 
as well as Lacinda and Emilia, was to be adjudged by the Magiſtrates of that 
City. Ergaſtus was touched with a remorſe of Conſcience, and with the 
new temptations of Emilias beauties. He remembred the many promiſes 
which ſometimes he had made unto her, & ſeemed to be ſorrowful that he had 
abandoned her; He therefore ſaid to the Ivdge, that he would take ſome time 
for the better accommodation of that affair; but the Indge made anſwer , that 
he could allow him no delay, and if he demanded any, he muſt put in ſecuri- 
ry for the performance of his promiſe. Hereupon Lucie cauſed Doris to be 
called, who was one of his familiar friends, and told him, how he had imployed 
himſelf ro make a marriage betwixt Ergeſt«s« and Emilia, and gave him a ſhore 
account of that which happened: Dorini ſeemed to be much amazed at it, but 
moſt of all, that having made himſelf ſure to Emilia, he fo paſſionate! 
ſhould court his Kinſwoman Nays; He told Ergaſtu:, that he underſtood well 
enough that he did bear a great affection unto Nays, but he ought no longer 
to entertain any hope that ſhe would conſent to marty him, for at that time 
when ſhe rejected Francien, ſhe accepted not of him, mary, never any incli- 
nation to him. This cauſed him to accompliſh what he had begun, he there» 
fore moſt fait hfufly promiſed that he would marry Emilia, and for the time 
to come that he would conſtancly entertain her with all the teſtimonies of un- 
feigned affection. Her beauty indeed was ſo rare, that he might be well con- 
rented with it, and although her Mother was poor, and intangied in variety 


of Sutes in Law, yet ſhe had great hopes to gain her proceſſe. Lucinda was 


even raviſhed with joy, to ſee that ſhe ſhould have him for her Son-in-Law , 
whom always ſhe had ſo much deſired; As for Fr ancion, and the hopes which 
ſhe entertained of him, it was only by the Inſtigation of others, wh did per- 
iwade her that it would be for the advantage of her Daughter, — 
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becauſe at that time ſhe could hope for nothing from Eręaſtus. 
This Signior then did ingenuouſly confeſſe, that a long time he had born 
an ill will to Fraxcion, and t hat only to bring his own ends about he did put 
it into Luciudas head to diſcover her ſelf to Nays , to che end ſhe might hate 
him, whom ſhe was about to marry; Moreover he confeſſed , that if 
Bergamin was to look out Francion, to make known unto him the com plaints 
of Emilia, it was not without his advice, to make a tryal what he would doe, 
and if he would change Nays tor Emilia. Dorins being aſſured of this, did 
beſeech Lucio to take the pains to goe unto his Colin, who alſo was allyed to 
her himſelf, that by reſolving her in theſe uncertainties, he might take away 
the diſcontents which ſhe entertained againſt Fraxcion. He was willing to ac- 
company him, for what would not any man doe for ſuch a Lady? Atter that 
Lucinda, Emilia, and Ergaſtus were departed, and every one of them well ſa- 
tisfied , Lucio conſidered with himſelf what he had yet to do with thoſe per- 
ſons which were brought before him. As for the complaiut of the Serjeant a- 
gainſt Raymond, he found it was but frivolous ; For that of Sali, againſt 
Francion it was already anſwered, and both the Sollicitor Salviars , and 
Bergamin were departed in a confuied ſbame. As for « orſe0va , he was 
ſent back to Priſon , and all the Officers of Iuſtice being diſmiſſed, there re- 
mained none but the French Gentlemen, who all thanked Lecio for the great 
AR of Iuſtice which he performed, and above all of them Francion , who was 
he that was moſt intereſted init. Porini then acquainted him with the happy 
conjunctlon betwixt Er gaſtas and Emilia, of which he was wonderfully glad; 
and that his joy had —— caule to inlarge it ſelf, when he — t hat 
Lucio and Dorina were both of them taking che pains to ſatisfie Nays, and to 
ſtop the proceedings of the proceſſe which ſhe had commenced againſt him. 
Lucio then ſmiling, ſaid unto them, that for ordinary perſons he cauſed them 
to come to his own Houſe, to hear and to determine their Cauſes and Com- 
plaints, but as for bis kinſwoman Nays, ſhe deſerved that he himſelf ſnould wait 
upon her.Fraxcion did proteſt unto him that he did owe him all obligations, and 
ſpeaking thoſe words, Lucio departed to the Houſe of Nays with Der ini. It was 
— that Francion ſhould have his Coffers and his moveables carried back 
to his own lodgings,to which he returned with Raymond, Andebert,and Horten- 
fs , who always were preſent to aſſiſt him. But on the way they beheld a 
ſpeRacle which did more amaze them, than can poſſibly be repreſented. 

They heard behind chem ſo great a hooping and hallowing of Men and Boys, 
and an outcry of Women, that they were inforced to look back, and preſent- 
ly they diſcovered a young Man, who had nothing but his ſhirt on his Back, 
and not ſo much as ſhoes on his feet, who was followed by a number of the 
Kennel-rakers , who made a perpetual ſhour. He did run with all the ſpeed 
he could make. They immediatly perceived that it was Da Buiſſon: It did 
much afflict them to ſee him in ſuch an equipage, for they conceived that he 
had either received ſome affront, or that he had loſt his underſtanding; and 
this laſt conception ſeemed to be the more probable, becauſe ſometimes he 
would make a flouriſh with a Cudgel which he had ſnatched from a Lackey, 
and ſometimes he would lay about him, as if he had a quarter ſtaff in his hands, 
and ceaſed not to ſing a thouſand catches, and id le ſongs. As he ran by us, he 
ſeemed not to take notice of us, only he gave Hertenſius a ſound box on the 
ear. Then the ſhouts began to be doubled, and he did run away as faſt as be- 
fore. Some ſaid he was drunk; Others, that he was a Madman; Some were 
of opinion that he was diſtracted with a Calenture, and that the Air of Rome 
was obnoxious to the greateſt part of the French Nation ; others affirmed that 
it was ſome deſperate and wilſull humour in him, and that the beſt courfe was 
to ſtop him, and to bind him Hand and Feet. But our French Gentlemen 
would not permit that any violence ſhould be offered to him, and followed 
him 
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him unto the Houſe where Kaymond lodged, into which he did fling himſelf. 
They were there almoſt as ſoon as himſelt; when he ſaw them, he counſelled 
them to ſhift for themſelves from that vile Rabble , and to give him leave for 
ſome few Hours to take his Reſt, They then perceived that he had not loſt his 
Senſes ;and bringing him into a Chamber where a good Bed was, they adviſed 
him to lie down, & ſome of them opening the Bed-cloaths, he nimbly ſlipt in 
betwixt the Sheets. Having taken a little reſpite, be did ſpeak in this manner to 
his Friends, Of Neceſſity in this place I muſt declare unto you my Follies; I have 
been oftentimes to ſee the Courteſans of this City, with whom I took pleaſure to 
commerce as I have been accuſtomed to do with thoſe of France. here is one of 
the who ſeemed to have a defire to make a trial of my abilities, her Name is Fia- 
metta, I promiſed not to come unto her untill this Night, but I could not for- 
bear to go unto her yeſterday in the Evening ; for although myhead was much 
troubled with the accident which did befall Francion, yet I would not be wan- 
ting to my ſelf to give my ſelf all the pleaſures that I could privately,l cherefore 
conveyed my ſelf into her Houſe, and did ſpeak unto her Servant, who cau- 
ſed me to enter into a Wardrobe, where ſhe told me I muſt attend, until a Kin. 
man of her Miſtreſſes was departed, being unwilling that he ſhould be a witneſs 
of her Loves. At the laſt, the Maid returned, and told me, that he was gone, 
and that I had nothing to do, but to undreſſe my ſelf, and to go to bed to Fia- 
metta. I was unwilling to obey ber, alleging, that I deſired to falute her firſt 
bat ſhe in a frolick humor did begin to pull off my cloaths her ſelf, and told me, 
it would commend the ſport, if i ſhould go and ſurpriſe her Miſtreſſe. When [ 
was naked to my shirt, ſhe opened the Door of the Wardrobe, and cauſed me 
to paſſe along without a Candle, which willingly I did, thinking it was the 
ready way to goe into her Chamber; I was no ſooner gone out, but immediat- 
ly ſhe made faſt the Door upon me; I then ſuſpected that ſhe had deceived me. 
Attempting to go forward, I thought I ſhould have broke my Neck; for I 
thought the way was plain and even, but I fell down a pair of Stairs, and brui- 
ſed both my Leggs, and my recourſe was unto the Door again of the Ward- 
robe, where I cried, and knocked with both my fiſts ; but the Maid ſervanc 
told me, If I would not be civil, and hold my peace, ſhe would ſend one to me, 
who would make me quiet. I hoped to prevail upon her by Promiſes and In- 
treaties; but] found that to be unprofitable. She continued her threats ſo 
much, that I was conſtrained to be filent. Although that in the time of Day 
it is warm enough at Rome; yet the Nights, I promiſe you, are very cold, & 
very unfriendly, I am ſure the laſt Night was ſo to me. Upon my life I never 
knew a colder. I fate upon one ofthe Stairs, ſtooping with the fore-part 
of my Body, and drawing up my lower parts as cloſe as ever I could unto it 
to keep the cold from them. When the day appeared, I wasa long time ma- 
king my Complaint, without receiving any anſwer ; and I believe that the 
Maid of the Houſe was commanded forth on purpoſe, that ſhe might not be 
obliged to ſpeak unto me. At the laſt a great Lubber came down the Stairs, 
having a Sword in one hand, and a Bulls pizzle in the other, and giving me a 
blow with the pizzle on my ſhoulder, he commanded me to be gone; I was 
inforced ro go down the Stairs, being not able to make him underſtand my 
Reaſons, and without any hope to have my Cloaths reſtored. I found that 
at the Bottom of the Stairs there was a hole made to goe out into a little 
Lane, thorough which he violently did thruſt me, and atterwards made it faft 
againſt me. I ſtayed there without Doors fitting on a Stone, being in a deep 
meditation what to do. But few perſons travelled that way, for the Lane 
had but one paſſage which was directly thorough ic, and thoſe who walked 
by, were people of a mean Condition. I complained to them, that my cloaths 
were taken from me. Some of them laughed at me, ſaying I was ſerved well 
enough, becauſe I was ſo ſtiff, and of fo high a humour, as to give a viſit to 
the 
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the Roman Ladies. Others pitied me, and told me, they were not able to af 
fiſt me. Sometimes I-would not ſpeak a word at all, and I believe I was taken 
fora Beggar ; for ſitting all Night upon the Stairs, which were covered with 
Daſt, my ſhirt was extremely towl. At the laſt, I conſidered with my ſelf, that 
I might ſtay there long enough, if I did not take ſome other Courſe; and to 
be gone in that naked poſture, when it was broad Day-light , would appear 
very ſtrange; I conceived therefore, that it was my beſt courſe, by ſome Mei- 
ſenger to adviſe my Friends of my Misfortune, and to defire chem that ſome 
Cloathes might be diſpatched to me. I did ſpeak to one Man, but I believe 
he could not find my Lodging; he made me ſtay a long time in expectation 
of him, and I believe he is not yet returned. At the laſt, I entertained in my 
Spirit a dangerous and a brisk Conceit, which was, to counterfeit a Mad · man, 
rather than to ffay alwayes there. 2 generouſly advanced, and paſſing tho- 
rough the Streets, I did ling a thouſand Jiggs and Songs. The Boys in amaze- 
ment flocked round about me, and | believe bad done me much miſchief, had 
not you aſſiſted me. If I have given a box on the ear to Hortenſus, it was only 
to authorize my Folly, and I crave pardon of him with all my heart. Horten- 
ſs replyed, That he did pardon him, but adviſed him to take heed how he ad- 
ventured again to ſeek for Forrage in ſuch reproachfull places. R told 
him, That he received a puniſhment great enough for turning ont of the right 
way. But my brave Rd, ſaid Frames, Have not you alſo had your 
part? Have not you received ſome Diſhonour, concerning what hath been 
bliſhed of your Loves before the Judge himſelf? Raymond replyed , If you 
had but ſeen the Wife of the Serjeant, you would confeſſe ſhe was worth that 
Penalty; and although ſhe is but of a low Condition, yet ſhe is not the leſle 
amiable. Whatſoever ſhe is (ſaid Franco, ) I am very glad to underſtand that 
adventure ; for you can now reprove me no more for being ſo ſecret in my love 
unto Emilia: I ſaid truly enough; when I affirmed to you, That there are 
ſome things, the Secrets wh we ought to reſerve unto our ſelves. But let 
us return to the Diſaſter of D Buiſſen Will no Man goe to demand his 
Cloathes > Was there any ſtore of money in your Pockets ? A great deal, ſaid 
Ds Buifon; but J will give it all to Fiamerta, if ſhe will return but my cloaths 
unto me. She ſhall be ſure to receive both diſgrace, and loſſe, if ſhe will not 
reſtore them. Francios did ſo well comply with him, that he perſwaded the 
Hoſt to go, and ſent ſome Lackyes with him, who fo much threatned Fiamet- 
ta, that ſhe ſurrendered che Cloathes. In the mean time, the Crew that raiſed 
the Coyl, being the Offals of the City, ſtood ſtill before the Door, in expecta- 
tion of D Busſſen; comming forth; but they cauſed them all to depatt, alle- 
ging to them, That he was a poor young Man who had a Feaver on him, and 
was now much diſtempered in his Bed. 1 
When the hour was come to goe to Dinner, our French Gentlemen did ſeat 
themſelves all at the Table, amongſt whom was D# Buiſſon, having taken 
ſome Repoſe. They ceaſed not merrily to upbraid one another with their ad- 
ventures. There was only Audebert amongſt them, on whom them could not 
caſt the leaſt aſperſion; for although he was of a lively and frolick diſpoſition, 
he was very temperate and wiſe, and delighted more to conferre with the 
| Men of that City, than to ſeek after the Company, and Acquaintance 
of the Courteſans. Francion, having conſidered of the Fortune of all the reſt, 
did experimentally proteſt, that there was not one amongſt them whoſe Mis- 
fortune was ſo great as his own, and that Valeria, and Ergaſtus having both 
conſpired apainit him, it was a queſtion which of them both had done him the 
greateſt prejudice. Some affirmed it was Valea, who accuſed him tor coy- 
ning of counterfeited Money, which was a Fact attended with ſo much Igno- 
miny, that it deſerved Death for its puniſhment. But he himſelf maintained, chat 
it was Er gaſt s who did him the greateſt Injury, for he cauſed him to loſe 2 1 
ii | 
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favour of N as, and the prejudice he received was not ſo much, when he had 
betrayd him, to the ſight and knowledge of Ei for he received nothing 
but pleaſure in that Converſation) as when he provoked Emilia to complain 
to Vir of him. Not long after Dinner Dorini came unto bim, and acquain- 
ted him, that Lucie had ſo great a Care of his affaires, that he had rendred him 
leſſe diitaſtfull to his Coſia, and ſhe permitted that he ſhould give her a viſit 
chat afternoon; He immediatly prepared himſelf to wait upon her, and was 
more curious in his habit than before, having no care to accommodate him- 
ſelf in & place which was but a priſon to him; He was accompanied with choſe 
Gentlemen of France: When he came into the room where Nays was, ſhe look- 
ed upon him with a more ſerious and majeſtical countenance, but he feared 
nothing, and did ſpeak unto her in this manner. Madam, behold an Innocent 
falſely accuſed, who doth addreſſe himſelf unto you, to give you the teſtimonies 
of his Integrity. She replyed , Be not you ſo vain, as to proſeſſe your ſelf to 
be altogether exempted from offence , for by that means you will cake from 
me the glory to forgive you. Since Pardon is aſſured me on your part ( ſaid 
Francios) I may well eſteem my ſelf to be faulty. Nay, in ſome degree you 
are ſo, ſaid Nays for it is true that you have loved Emilia. I have loved her 
( replyed Francion } as I love ſome fair fruit upon a Tree, which I only look 
on, but have no deſire either to touch them, or to taſt of them; or rather, 
have loved her with ſuch a love as we bear unto beautifull flowers, and not 
more paſtionately. I do believe, Madam, you have no deſire to have me blind, or 
that I ſhould ceaſe to conſider of the workmanſhips of Nature; I doe find them 
all beautitull, but the affection which I do bear unto them doth return to you 
for there is nothing of beauty in the world, but in ſome part it reſembleth 
Howſoever, if it were a fin, fo to live, and ſo to love, I ſhould willingly change 
even that humour, to be found within the compaſſe of any obedience; You 
may ſpeak what you pleaſe ( ſaid Nayr) but you cannot ſo eaſily excuſe your 


. ſelf for your falſe Loves, as for your fulſe moneys. Dori then taking her a. 


fide, did intreat her to forbear the ſeverity of her Rigour, alleging, that Frans 
cion' was not ſo much to be blamed as ſhe believed, and if he had given à Vi- 
ſitto Emilia, it was at that time when ſne herſelf not looking upon him with 
a friendly eye, he endeavoured ſome other way to give a reſpite to the affliction⸗ 
of his mind. For the reſt, ſne had already ſufficiently Anden vad chat there was 
nothing which did oblige him to that Lady, who was ſaddenly to be marrye@ 
to Er gaſtus. On the other ſide, ſne conſidered with her ſelf, that if ſhe ſhould 


break off with him, Having already gone ſo far, ſhe ſhould be laughtatby at 


the world, and that Frarciou himfelt, having many friends, and power enouph; 
might be inforced by his paſſion to put in practice ſome dangerous C ; 


She was willing therefore to give him a particular entertainment, and to con- 


firm the acceptation of his ſervice; ſo that there ſeemed to be betwixt them a 
new Contract, and a new Accordance. Der ini was of advice that the marti-/ 
age was no longer to be delayed, becauſe their Enemies, who were jealous 
ot their happineſſe, would be always buſying themſelves to binder the accom- 


pliſhment of their Loves. They ſent therefore for a Prieſt, and were betroathed + 


on that hour, and their marriage on the next morning was to be ſolethnizeK 


When Framion was returned to his lodging with his friends, be told them; 
that for the time to come he weuld be more wiſe than heretofore', for 


he believed, that being eſpouſed to Nays, he now ſhould arrive at a ſufe 
Port, and ſnould float no more on the Sea of uncertain affections, on which 
heretofore” he troubled his repoſe , being every hour in danger to be 
thipwracked, The diſgrace- which he received for Emilie did then repreſent 
it ſelf before his eyes, inſomuch that he abſolutely reſolved with himſelf to 
love none but Nays only. He alſo indeavoured to perſwade his friends to 
— 6 iſlolute life, and to be no longer an evil Example — 
eo Others. . N f e 


= \ 


* OTIS * , 1 * 


Lib, 12. Of Francion. * 


The Evening puſſed away in theſe conſiderations, and on the nent 
morning every one made fnmſelf gallant to aſſiſt at the marriage of 
Frantion and Nays. They were glad to underſtand, that on that day 
allo Ergen was eſpouſed to Et, who although he eſtceined her 
to be moſt beautifulf, and full of merit, yet he had within him a 
fecret repugnance to Marty Her, when he temembred that Frencion 
had frequetitet her Sompany. He propounded to bimielf, that it . mai 
de he Had been too fümiliat with her, and it was not his leaſt grief, 
char be himſelf was- a procurer of dt. This remorſe of Conſcience was 
ſufficient to puniſn him, but more gentle it Was , or at leaſf not fo 
publick, as was the puniſnment of Valerius, who being condemned, for 
having coyned falſe moneys, was ſent on the ſame day into baniſhmene ; 
Corſegua allo, and he who accuſed Fraxcio», having aſſiſted Valerius in 
his bad practices, were both condemned to the Galleys. For Berganiin 
and Salvia „ who would have circumvented Frexcion in another Na- 
ture, they had not committed ſo great a Crime, they were therefore 
left without any other puniſhment but their own miſery. The others 
who ſo rigorouſly were ſentenced, had committed other exorbirances be- 
ſides their laſt impoſture. There was alſo hanged on that day a Cu:- 
e , who at the Gibbet (peeking in bis own defence, did affirm, that 
was none of thoſe who gif ſſealh money from others, but on the 
contrary, that two days before he had put a great deal of money into 
the Pocket of a Frenchman. He was asked more at large concerning 
this particular, and it was known, that it was the ſame man whom Cor- 
ſegua had hired to make ſo cunning a conveyance, that his falſe moneys 
might be found in the Pocket of Francion ; ſo that his innocence was 
no fully juſtified to the contentmert of all thoſe who knew him, and more 
— of thoſe who were at the marriage, to whom all the news 
was related. There was at the marriage no great Company, only the 
moſt intimate of the friends, and the neareſt kinred of Nn; for it is 
not the cuſtome there to make any great Aſſembly ,'or that the enter» 
tainment ſhould be extraordinarily ,magnificent at the marriage of a 
Widdow. The principat j6F was, of the | marryed. Te 
ſhall ſuffice! that they concete® chettiſelves* in the enjoytitne of their 
legitimate pletfures , aid that none may! ſeem to participate in their 
Contentment, we will not be' elaborate to enpreſſe ix. It is enough 
to affirm that it was extreme ,- and that it bath, never ſince been 
diminiſhed. Framies finding; bimfeif obliged/ to live no more at ran- 
dom, did take upon bim from that day ,- fo | ſerious, atid ſo grave 


a temper , that you might almoſt ſay, he war not che ſame Man; 


Nevertheleſſe it is ſuppoſed, that glehough he underſtood well enough 
that it is not permitted to doe vil, that good way come there- 
by, yet he did wick ſome 272 by wy of: rhoſe many petty ex- 
travagancies which in his youth commixted to chaſtiſe the 
vices of men. As for Kryiwvnd and Dw Hie, Whatſocver Re- 


monſtrances he could make uhtò them, they would imploy che re- 


mainder of the time they to fay-in Rowe , in ſo lacing them- 
ſelves with the pleaſures of the wild;  Anudeberr came firſt of them 
all into Frexce , who did put hitmfelf into the train of the ordina» 
ry Ambaſſador , being at that time on his return ; for — ſa- 
tified bimſelf in ſeeing all the * of Italy, he had no deſire 
to reſide there any longer. He tösk not Horrenfime with bim, for 
Nays had placed him with a Cardinal, who was one of her Kinf- 


men, where he lived at his own pleaſure, and loſt not his hopes 


of being a King, for the happy condition in which he was did mi- 
1 racu- 
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raculouſly elevate his courage, inſomuch that from day to day, he atten- 
ded when che Polexiene ſhould fend. another Ambaſſador to him , and by 
this means his converſation became always moſt delightfull. When Fra- 
cias perceived that at laſt Xaymond and Ds Biſſon were preparing to re- 
turn into Frevee , he was Willing to them, and with his new: 
Spouſe to take a journey with them into his own Country, to viſit his friends 


and kinred. Dori was one of their number, and their lourney was moſt 
happy and pleaſant: Frevcion was exceſſively glad to ſee himſelf for a few 
er. ra at that time it was, when he 
did relate unto diverſe of them his unparalleld Adventures. ; 


